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IHAjD the honour to receive your letter of the 
i7tJi of November laft, m which, with fome 
exceptions, yoiL aire f^afed to coniider favouraUy 
thp letter I bitve wiittea on, the a^irs of Ft^ce.. 
lil^dl evfr aceept any mark of appi;obaitioii, a^ ; 
tended, with ictftrvdipq, with more plt^aTure thajt 
general- ap4 upqiHlifie4 praiies. The- latter can 
ferve on^-to ^ter. our vanity ; the former, whilft 
it- encatvri^e^ii^ to proceed, may help to improve 
us in otv progceft. 

Som« of the errors you point out to me in my 
printed letter are reaOy fuch. One only I find to 
be materiaL It is corrected in the edition which 
I take the liberty of fending to you. As to the 
cavils which may be made on Ibme part pf my re- 
marks, with regard to the gradetions in your new . 
conilitution, you obferve juftly, that they do not 
affeft th^ fubftance of my obje£UQn3. Whether 
there be a round more or lefs in the ladder of rc- 
prefentation, by which your workmen afcend from 
their parochial tyranny to their federal anarchy, . 
when the whok fcale is &Ue, appears to me of little 
or no importance. 

B 2 I pub-, 
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4 L'TTZK TO A MEUBZH 

I pubUfhed my thoughts on that conftitution, 
that my countrymen iqight be efiab]|:d to efiiroatc 
the wifdom of the plans which were held out t4 
fheir imitation. I concdved that the true charac-> 
ter of thofe plans would be beft coUeded from the 
committee appointed to prepare them. I thought 
that the fcheme of- their building would be better, 
comprehtinded in the defign of the architefts than 
in the execution of the mafons. It was'nbt worth 
my reader's while to occupy hindelf with the al- 
teratiohs by which bungling praftice correds ab- ' 
furd theory. Such an invefiigation would be end-. 
le&: becaufe e¥ery day's paft ex^>eci|Bnce c^ im^ ' 
praiSicability has di-iyen, and every day's future 
ej^crience will drive, thofc men to new devifces as 
exceptionable as the old ; and which are no bther- 
wife worthy of obfervation than as they ipve a 
fdiuly proof of the delufion of th«r promife8,and 
^he wifehood of their profeflions. f^d I Allowed 
aH thefc changes, my letter would have been only 
a gazette of their wanderings ; a journal of their 
march from error to error, through a dry dreary 
dcfart, unguided by the lights of heaven, or by 
tl)e contrivance which wifHom has invented to ' 
fupply their place. 

1 arn unalterably perfuaded, that the attempt to 
opprefe, degrade, impoverifli, confifcate, and ex- 
tinguiJh the original gentlemen, and landed pro- 
perty of an whole nation, cannot be juftified under 
- ' any 
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any form it may affumc I am &tis6ed beyofid a 
doubt, that the projeft of tiirning a great empirfc 
into a veftry, or into a colle£lion of Veftries, and 
of governing it in the fpirit of a parochial admi- 
nifiration, is &nfele& and abfurd, in any mode, or 
with any qualifications. I can never be convinced, 
that the fcheme of placing the higheft powers of 
the fiate in churchwardens and conftables, and 
other fuch officers, guided by the prudence of li- 
tigious attornies, and Jew brokers, and fet in ad- 
tion by {hamele& women of the loweft condition, 
by keepers of hoteb, taverns, and brothels, by 
pert apprentices, by clerks, Ihop-boys, hair^reffers, 
fidlers, and dancers on the ftage, (who, in fuch a 
commonwealth as your's, will in future overbear^ 
as already they have overboma, the fober incapa^ 
dty pf dull uninftruAed men, of ufeful but Iabo>- 
rio.Ds occupations) can never be put into any 
fiiape, that mult not be both difgraceful and de^ 
ftru£tive. The whole of this projeft, even if it 
were what it pretends to be, and wasnot in reality 
the doininion, through that difgraceful medium^ 
of half a dozen, or perhaps fewer, intriguing poli* 
ticians, is fo mean, fo low-minded, fo fhipid a con* 
trivance, in pcHnt of wUHom , ts well as fo peffeAly 
deteftable for its wickodnefs, that I mull always 
confider the Correftives which might make it in 
any degree practicable, to be fo many new ob- 
jeftions to it. 

B3 In 
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In that wretched fiate of dnngs, fome are afiraid 
.that the authors of your miferies may be led to 
predpitate their Airther defigns, by the hkits they 
may receive iroih the very axguBmits ufed to 
expdfe the abfurdity of their fyfiem, to mark the 
incongruity of its parts, and its inconMency with 
their own prindples ; and that your mailers may 
be led to render their fchemes more conMent, by 
jrendering them njore mifchievous. Excufe the 
liberty which your indulgence authorifes me to 
take, when I obferve to you, that fuch a^^rehen- 
fions as thefe would prevent all exertion of our 
Acuities in this great caule of mankind. 

A raih rccourfe to force is not to be jufiified in . 
a ftate of real weakneis. Such attnnpts bring on 
difgrace ; and, in their failure, difcoUDtenance and 
diJcour^e more rational cndeaivours. But rea/oit 
is to be hazarded, though it may be perverted by 
craft and fophtfiry ; for reafon can fuffer no lofs 
nor fliame, nor can it impede any ufeful phin of 
future policy. In the unavoidable uncertainty, as 
to the effeft, which attends on every meafore-of 
human prudence, nothing &ems a force antidote 
to the poifon of fraud than its detection. It is 
true the fraud may be fwallowed after this dif- 
coveryj and perhaps even fwallowed the more 
greedilyfor bang a dete3:ed fraud. Men fome- 
times make a point of honour not to be dilabufcd; 
and they had rather £ill into an hundred errors 

than 
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than confefs one. fiat after aU,-"- when ti^thef 
Aur principles nor our di^fitions, nor, perhaps^ 
Oor talents, eoabie us to encounter delufion with 
dehifion, wc muft ufe our beft reafon to thofe that 
Ought to be reafonable creatures, and to take oat 
chance for the event. We cannot aft on XhdJi 
andmaH^ in the minds of men. I do not con'* 
cdve that the perfons who have contrived thefe 
things can be made much the better or the wor& 
for any .thing which can be faid to them. T/jey 
are reafon proof. Here and there, fomc men, who 
Were at firft carried away by wiM good intentions, 
may be led, when their firft fervours are abated, 
: to join in a fober farvey of the fchemes into which 
they had been deluded. To thofe only^ (and I am 
forry to iay they are not likely to' make a large 
defcription) we apply with any hope. I may fpcak 
it upon an aifurance almoft approaching to abfolute 
knowledge, that "hothing has been done that haa 
not been contrived from the beginning, even be- 
fore the. ftates had aflembled. Nulla nova mihi ret 
inopinave/urgit. They are the feme men and the 
fiime defigns that they were from the firft, though 
varied in their appearance. It was' the very feme 
animal that at firft crawled abput in the fliape of a 
caterpillar, that you now fee rife mto the air, and 
expand his wangs to the fun. 

Proceeding, therefore, as we are obliged to pro- 
ceed, that is upon an hypothcfis that we addrefe 
B 4, rational 
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rational men, can &lie pditical prindides be more 
e&dually espofed, than by demonllrating that 
they lead to confequences direiSiy mcon£iftent 
with and fiibverfive of the arrangements grounded 
upon thent~? If this Idnd of demonfiration is not 
pennitted, the procefs of reafontng called deduSio 
ad ab/urdum, which even the feverity of geometry 
does not reject, could not be employed at all in 
kgiflative difcuffions. One of our ftrongeft wea- 
pons agunft folly acting with authority, would bp 
(oft. 

You know. Sir, that even the virtuous efforts 
of you patriots to prevent the ruin of your coun- 
try have had this very turn given to them. It has 
been Ikld here, and in France too, that the reign- 
ing ufurpers would not have carried their tyranny 
to fuch de&ru£Uve lengths, if they had not been 
Simulated and provoked to it by the acrimony of 
your oppofition. There is a dilemma to which 
every oppofition tofuccelsAil iniquity muft, in the 
nature of things, be liable. If you lie IHll, you are 
conlidercd as an accomplice in the meafures in 
.which you iUently acquiefce. If you refift, you 
are accufed of provoking irritable power to new 
excdles. The condu£l of a lofing party never ap- 
pears right ; at leaft it never can poffefs the only 
infallible criterion of wifdom to vulgar judgments 
— faccefs. 

The indulgence of a fort of undefined h(^, an 
obfcure 
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obfcure confidence, that Ibme lurking renuVis of 
virtue, fome degree of Ihame, migHt exift in the 
breads of the oppreflbrs of France, has been among 
the caufes which have hdp<^ to bring on the cotn- 
mon ruin of king and people. There is no lafety 
for honeft men, but by bdieving all poflible evil 
of evil men, and by acUng with 'promptitude, de- 
ciiion, and fieadinefs on that belief. I well re- 
member, at every epocha of this wonderful hif- 
tory, in every fcene of this tragick iiufinefs, that 
when your fophiftick uliirpers were laying down 
miichievous principles, and even applying them in 
direct refolutions, it was the tafhion to &y, that 
they never intended to execute thofc declarations 
in their rigour. This made men cautious in their 
<^^£ition4 and remiia in eaily precaution. By 
holding put this falladoiis hope, the impoftors de-- 
luded fometimes cme'defcription of men, and fismt;-. 
times^ another, lb that no means of refinance were 
provided againft them, when they came to exe- 
cute in cruelty what they had planned in fraud. . 
There are cafes in which a man would be 
aihamed not to have been impo&d on. There is 
a confidence neceflary to human intercourfe, and 
without which men are otten more injured by 
their own fufpiclons than they would be by the 
perfidy of others. But when men, whom we i/uw 
to be wicked, impofe upon us, we are fomething 
vorfe than dupes. When we know them, their 

fair 
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feir pretences become new motives for S&raft. 
There is one cafe indeed, in which it would 
be madneft not to g^ve the fulleft credit to the 
moft deceitful d( men, that is, ■when they make 
, dedarstions of hoftility againft us. 

I find, that fome perfons entertain other hopes, 
which I confefe appear more fpecious than thofe 
by which at firft fo many were deluded and dif- 
armed. They flatter thcmfelves that the extreme 
mifbry brought upon the people- by their folly, will 
at laft <^en the eyes of the multitude, if not of 
(hdr leaders. Much the contrary, I fear. As to 
the leaders in this fyftpm of impofture, — yoa 
know, that cheats and deceivers never can repent. 
The fraudulent have no refburce but in iraud. 
They have no other goods in their magazine. 
They have no virtue or wrfdom -in their minds, 
to whichjin a difappointment concerning the pro- 
fitable cffefts of fraud and cunning, they can re- 
treat. The wearingout of an cAd, ferves only to 
put them upon the invention of a new delufion. 
Unluckily too, the credufity of dupes is as itiex- 
hauftiWe as the invention of knaves.- They never 
give people poffeffion ; but they always keep them 
in hope. Your ftate doftors do not fo much as 
pretend that any good whatfoever has hitherto 
been derived from thdr operations, or that the 
publick has profpcred in any one inftance, under 
their management. The nation" is Sick, very fek, 

by 
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%y thdr ftiatidnes. But the thtrlatan t^ tttem 
that what (s paft cannot be fadped } — they havt 
*^en the draught, and they nrtift "Wait its bpera- 
tton \n4th patience ; — that the firft effe^s indeed 
■are unpleafant, but thatthe ■very ficknefe is a proof 
that the dofe fa of no fluggifli operation ; — that 
fickne& is inevitable in a}l conftltutional revolu- 
tions ;— that the body muft pafs through paiii to 
cafci — that the prcfcriber is not an eflipiricfc 
who proceeds by vulgar experience, but one who 
groitndslipBprafticc* on the Aire rules of art, which 
cgimot poffibly f^I. Tou have read. Sir, the Uft 
xnanifefto, or rooontebank's biS, of the national 
affembly. You fee thor prefumption in their pro- 
inifes is not leffened by afl thdr failures in the per- 
formance. Compare this laft addrefi of the af- 
femldy, and the prefent ftate of your aff^rs, with 
die early engagements of that body; engagements 
which, not content with declaring, they folemnly 
depofed upon oath, fwearing luftily, that if they 
were fupported they would make thdr country 
glorious and happy; and then judge whether thofe 
who can write fuch things, or thofe who can bear 
to read them, are of themfehet to be brought to 
any reafonablc courfe of thought or aftion. 

* It is faid in tlie laft quuc^ifli ndiJrcla of tbe national allem* 
bl; to the people of Fiance, that they huve not fonntd their ar- 
rangements upon vulgnt pndice ; but on a theory which can- 
not fail, or foraething lo that etFedl, 

As 
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As to the people at large, when once theib mi- 
ierable Iheep have broken the fold, and have got 
themfelvea loofe, not from the rcftraint, but from 
the proteAion of all the principles of natural aor 
thority^and Intimate fubordination, they be- 
come the natural prey of impoftors. When they 
have once tailed of the flattery of knaves, they can 
no longer endure reafon, which appears to them 
only in the form of cenfureand repr^jach. Great 
diftreis has never hitherto taught, a^d whilft the 
world lafts it never will teach, wife le^ns' to any 
part of mankind. Men are as much blinded by 
the extremes of mifery as by the extremes of prof- 
perity. Defperate' fituations produce defperate 
councils, and defperate meafures. The people of 
France, almoil generally, have been taught to look 
for other refources than thoie whidi -can be de* 
rived fropi order, frugality, and induftry. They 
are generally armed ; and they are made to ex.- 
pe€t much from the ufe of arms. Nihil nm arro- 
gant armis. Befides this, the retrograde ordei* of 
fociety has fomething flattering to the difpofitions 
of mapkind. The life of adventurers, gamefters, 
gipfies, beggars, and robbers, is not unpleaiknt* 
It requires reflraint to keep men from falling totp 
that habit. The fhiiting tides of fear and hope, 
the flight and purfuit, the peril and efcape, the al- 
temate famine and feaft, of the lavage and the 
thief, after a time, render all courfe of flow, fteady, 
progreflivc. 
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pTOgreffive, unvaried occupation, and the prof- 
ped only of a Hmited mediocrity at the end of 
long labour, to the lafi degree tame, languid, and 
io£pid. Thofe who have been Ohce intoxicated 
with power, and have derived any kind of emo- 
himent from it, even thougli Wt for one year, ' 
never can willingly abandon it. They may be' 
(£ftreffed in the midfi of aH their power ; but they - 
' win never look to any thing but power for thdr 
rdief. When did diftrefi ever obKge a piftce to' 
abcHcate his authority ? And wl^t cfffeft- will it 
have upon thofe who arc made to bdieve them- 
fclvcs a people xjf princes ? - ■ 

The more a£Uve and ffirring part of the lower ■ 
orders having got government,and the diftribution - 
of phmdet, into their hands, they will ufe its re- 
feurces in each municipaKty to form a body of 
adherents. Thefe rulers, and their adherents, wiB - 
be ftrong.enough to overpower the diftontenta of ■ 
thofe who havt hot been able'toaflert their Ihans' 
<rfthe fpoil. The unfortunatie itdVenturcrs In the' 
cheating lottery of plunder i*ffl;pK»b&My be the- 
leaft fe^dous, or the moft iniftiVe and irr^lute 
of the gang. If, on (Mfappointment, tHey fliould 
dare to ffir, they mil foon be fuppreffed as rebels 
attd mutineers by their brother rebels. Scantily 
fed for a while, with the ofial of plunder, they ' 
wiff droi*'off by degrees ; they wiD be driven out 
pf fight, and out ot thought ; and they mil be 
' " left 
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left to.pcr^oMcittdLyvJjJce jat3, » holes and 
cpnurs. 

■ ^roin the fozced i;^p£ntancr o^ iavaUd. mutU 
Sf^s. wd- diiban^^ ti»iQW*, ymcToi h/s^ fur oo 
ffi^t*, jGpwtWPW^tUi^ftTKipchqujiibittoceHi- 
ilt^ t4>e °^e jU^d ^^^ex^cqus- of tt^f« tqU. 
txsrsv.iA^thciv accosisliccn bs arms. Us treiTures,- 
it^,;aii,:Vf:iBtheklifu»:^ Ju4icatuxe, whidi ajb«ve 

th^5-Miifl*mncn». I^Ifi^iwg iSwnT8tD o^ to rett- 
cl^ijx^,iiit^ii^-Atif3^n .qiqte desperate Hatt 
tlH«. q^e.G^rcnnifi^ncfi <}£ Uf« jia(e of y^ur judU 
cature. Many days are luu.pa^l^ Sj^kx we have-- 
fusaAfetfof ip^..l?Eaug^'%tbi by'Toux ruleu ^ 

^^^I7,,and ^ ^fcV.uath the fnwaJ^ ,4nd (bc^t-. 
c(f i4jei,fp5gg,«£ cpuifquj^n. and robfaefy-^Tflrijati^ 
"iif^ Mm^ iiif^^ ..*, I l^t 9£ W w . tvcpu^t forth, , 
fWmi4:l^,tf'^:9£,baflaip9fici£ ^^Jps of jjiroof, o£< 

a94if<^i^iMl^t'^Wftt-pfotf^QH of lwnfebr«ak- 
es9i/!f<)^-dece^,:, trajitorss, and aiaJetaSxirs} mfUg, 
^fhpnted, tJntflT wBds ^lioBed with theories pgr- 
f^y cQjftffiEinaUe pa t^^ pratl^ce, andwho>had' 
always l;^ug.hed at -po£fi;ffipH aod ^efeription,: and. 
dyfijsd att the fu{i(4aiii«ntak Bnaxjms of jiiciipni-;: 
deswe., Te the horror and ftupe£adion of aH tJBto, 
li^citffiit of this fiatkm, aad iudqed of all nations , 

whp 
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vbo ar« fpa^»t(v9, vc have foep, OKitbe credit of 
tli(^ very pnifticw.apd prui^pk?. wd to. carry 
them ftiither mtO'^e^:t)i^ yury qku placed 
on the £»crad- ieatof juftice in. t^ ^itsl <aty of 
your late kingdom.- We ie^y^thit in fotUTCi you 
are to be deftroyed.vitb more fbrsn and fcfpah' 
rity. This b not pnce ; it i$ only th« introdncn 
tjon of a foit^ diididiDe in their hofiiiity, Thar 
tyranny is oon^ete, in t)inr juftice i ^ Uwir 
Iwtliora -is not half fodroidful as thi^ajurt. 

Oiw would thiitk tl4t4wtVcQ)3°dn(mdw»ncy\ 
U^y wotdd bare fpvtM yoit. ipen ^q /^^d not 
l)Qe«ri4 the habit of tramppiig upon Uw «nd ju£> 
tice i^ ,f^«SaqVty> n«utral men, w mfm :^ip«- 
nptily 1 nrutnl, feu- jui^rs, wlv} are to difpofc of 
yeur iiw» and fortiwes. - „, . 

Crowwdl, whep h« ..4tt<q]$>ted tpilf^ze htsi 
pow^, wd t9 fettle hiscoii^uer^ f^ufttrjr in 4. 
Aate.fifordfr, did not lQ4>k;% diipe^^ ^ jilLftk«. 
in the ij^)5vneat$ of his u^Hp^lcKi. Q»i*« A© 
cfmtiafy. He fijpght o«t wi^.gi:<at foHcalude 
and fefediiop* a^ eren &i»ii tji^ pafly Qiofi oppo- 
fite to his d^^fns, men of vfeiglvti wd .decorum of' 
chav^^r ) men nnfi^n^ v^th the vipleoce of the 
times, and with hands not fouled with arn^i^. 
^im and ikrilage : fc^ he chofe a|i Ji^^fs- iqf, his 
f:hi«f JAft^f, though he aHblutdy reiH^^ -ft) take - 
his avick. oaths, or to make ^y acknoi^'lfi^Qvat ■ 
whatfoever of the legality of his government. 
Cromwell 
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Cromwdl told this grmt hwyer, that fiQde he did 
not ippTove his title, all he required of him was» 
to adininifter, in a manner agreeable to his purft 
fentimeftts and anfpotted charafter, that juftice 
urithout which human focieCy cannot fobfift : that. 
it was hot his particular government, but dvil or- 
der itlelfj which as a judge he wiflied htm to fiip- 
port. Gromwdl knew bow to fepwate the in^b 
tHticffls erqiedient to his u&rpation f\com the ad- 
minifiration of the pnbKck jaftice of his country. 
For Croihwdl was a man in whom amlMtion ^id 
not whcjiy fupprefled, but only: fn^Knded^ the 
iendments of rdigioh, and the lore (as hie » At 
nnild confift with his defigns) of fitir and hmour- 
able reputationt Acoffdbigly, we iic iikldited 
to this aft of his for the preferration of our laws, 
whidi fome fenfeleis a&rtors of the rights of men 
«ere then on the pmnt of entirely erafing, as. 
xrikks of feudality and barbariim. Befides, he 
gave in -thfe if^K>intment of that man, to that a^, 
and to all pdfterity, the moll brilliant example <^ 
fmcere and fervent jaety, cxaft jufBce, and -pro- - 
f<Mind jurisprudence.* But thefe are not the things 
in which your philof<:^hick lifurpers choofe to fol- 
low Otomwell, 

Orie would think, that af^er an honeft and 
neceflioy-Kvi^tion (if they had a mind that 
theirs Ihould paf^ for fuch) your masters would 

• Sec Burnet's life of Hales. 

■'■ ■ - have 
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l&ve' irtiitated tlie' virtubus policy of thole wKo 
liave'beetj at the head ofrfevolutions of that ^o- ' 
rious" cKairaifter.' Burnet tells ' ui\ that' nothings 
teniled to reconcile the En^fh nation to the go- 
vernnieht'c^ )an^ 'Wllfiam fo much as the care he' 
took' to 'fin the ^nicant Ufhopricks with men who' 
Eadattraetid'the'puhfick eftcem by thdir learning, 
dbqu^ce^ and piety, and above all, by their' 
kiiomi' niodiiirktion in the ftate. With you, in' 
your purifying revohition, whom have you cho- 
ien to rtgtilate the church? Irfr. Mirabeauisa 
fitt(j ^fctl:'er— and a finie writer, — and a fine— a' 
vttfy finenian; — ^but reaDy nothing gave morts 
larpiize' to' every "body here, than tofindlilmthe 
fA^enie head of yonr ecclefiaftical affidrs. The' 
r^is of^ctfutfe. Your aflembly addrefles'a nu^' 
nifefto to Trainee, in which they tdl the ptople,' 
\irffli' an ihfulting" irony, thitthey have brought 
the church t6' its primitive condition. In one re- 
fpcft their declaration is' iindoobtedly ttiiej fof' 
they hive brought it to a ftate of poverty and 'pet- ' 
fccution. What can be hoped for after this ? 
Have hot men (if they dcferve ' the' niine) under' 
this new hope and head of the church^ been made' 
bifliopsiforno other merit than ha^ng aflted as' 
inftiTiments of athafts j fbr no other merit than 
having thrown the children's bread to dogs ; aid ' 
in' order to gorge the whole gang of ufurers, pod- ■ 
lai^, anditiaiertint Jew-iiircourttttS at the coi'hers' 
■ V6l-.^VL C of 
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of fti:eeta» ft^rved the poor of their ChnfiiaD 
flocks, and their own brother paftors i Have not 
inch men been made bilhops to adminiiter in 
temples, in which (if the patriotick donations have 
not already ftripped them of their veffels) .the 
churchwardens ought to takeiecuritj? for the al- 
tar ,plate^ ^d not fo much as to truft the ,chalice- 
in their i^crilegipus .hands, fo long as Jews have^ 
afll^ati on ecde0aftick plunder," tpexchai^ for 

the filyer ftolen from churches ? . , ■ 

_ _ I am told, that the very fons of .fuch Jew-jobber* 
have been made bifliops,; peribns not to b^ fuT- 
pcfted of any fort of Cbrijtian fuper^tion, fit ccjX-. 
leagues to the hdy prelate of Autun ; and bred 
at the feet of that Gamaliel. We know who it 
was that drove the money-changers out of the. 
temple. We fee too who it is that brings them 
in again. We have in London very refpeftablc, 
perfons of the Jewilh nation, whom we will keep :. 
but we have of the Jame tribe, others of a very- . 
different defcrlption, — ^houfebreakers, and receiv-. 
o-s of ftolCT goods, and forger? of paper currency, 
more than we can conveniently hang, Thefe we 
can fpare to France, to fill the new epifcopal, 
thrones: men well verfed in.fwearing; and who. 
will fcruple no o^ which the fertile genius of 
any of your reformers can deyife. , . 

In matters fo ridiculous, it is hard to be grave. : . 
On a view of their confequences, it is ahnoll in-- 
hvnwm 
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human To treat them lightly. To what a ftate 
of favage, ftupid, fervUe infenfibility muft your 
people be reduced, who can endure fuch proceed- 
ings in their church, their ftate, and thdr judica- ' 
ture, even for a moment ! But the deluded people' ' 
of France are Uke other madmen, who, to a mi- 
racle, bear hunger, and thirft, and cold, and con- 
finement, and the chains and lafh of their keeper, 
whiift all the while they fupport themfelves by the 
imagination that they are generals of armies,, pro- 
phets, kings, and emperors. As to- a change of 
mind in thefe men, who confider infamy a5 ho- 
nour, degradation as preferment, bondage to low 
tyrants as liberty, and the praftical fcorn and con- 
tumely of their upftart mafters, as marks of refpeft 
and homage, 1 look upon it as abfolutely impTac- 
ticable. Thefe madmen, to be cured, muft firft, 
like other madmen, be fubdued. The found part ' 
of the community, which I believe to be large, ' 
but by no means the largeft part, has been taken 
by furprize, and is di^ointed, terrified, and dif- ■ 
anned. That found part of the community muft " 
firft be put into a better condition^ before it" can ' 
do any thing in the way of deliberation or per- 
fuallon. This muft be an ad of power, as well as 
of wifdbm ; of power, in the hands of firm, de? 
tCTminCd patriots, who can diftinguifli the milled 
from traitors, who will reguJatc the ftate (if fuch ' 
Ihould be thdr fortune) with a diicriminating, 
C 3 nuuly. 
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manly, and provident mercy ; men wl^ ^c pu^i. 

(d .of (he furfeit and indigeftion of fyftans, if ev^j. 

th?y Eave been admitted into the habit of t^eir,, . 

minds ; men who will lay the fQundation of a real , 

reform, in effa(Cing every veftige of that phUofp-', 

phy'wmch pretends to have made difroveries, in . 

the terra aujiralis of morality ; men who, will fix.- 

the ft^te upon tliefe bafes of morals and politicks^. 

wKkhare our old, and immemorial, jmd, I hopie, . 

mil be our eternal poffeffion. 

This power, to fuch men, muft come frpnU-. 
wiiheui. It may be given to you in j)i,tyj fc(r.|_/ 
fureiy no nation ever called fo pathetically on tjfi^-,^ 
compaffion of all its neighbours. It maybe g^y^a^.j 
by thofe neighbours on motives pffiifety tofh^f^^ 
felyesl Never ihall I tliink any country in,Euroge, j. 
to be fecure, whiift.,th,^re is eftablilhed, in ^the yery,,; 
centre of it^^aftate (if fo it may be calle4):fojUn4*.... 
ed on' principlea of anarchy^^nd which is,jin r?*^., 
ality, a.coUe^ of armed- fiinatigfcsp for th^ pfj^^i. ,, 
gation of the prindples of aflaffiijatipn, robb^jy,,., 
rebellion,, rfraud, -fa^on, oppreflion, and impiety* . 
M^homeiy lud a^ for a tUne^ he was,, in the bottjaiji.,^ 
of the fai^ds of Arabia, ha*^ 1^ fpirit and chara^rj. ^ 
been difcovered, would have Jjci^n an objeft of_,^ 
precaution to provident mj^ck. ,, Wha^ if j^e bad_ ^ 
er^Se^ his^.faqatidt ftandar^ fgr tlie^^defti^^q^.jj 
of th^ Chrjilian religion injuce.jijia, in the mi^^j 
qf the -tiien noop-daj fpTcndoi^ ,p£ the^ejj civi-^ ^ 
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•KzedWorld? The princes of Europe, in ^e be- 
ginning of this century, did well not to fuffer the 
monarchy of Trance to fwallow up the others. 
iTiey ought not now, in my opinion, to fiifier all 
the monarchies and commonwealths to be fwal*. 
lowed up in the gulph of this polluted anarchy. 
They may be tolerably fafe at prefent, becaufe the 
'comparative power of France for the prefent .is 
little. But times and occafions make dangers. I|i* 
teftine troubles may arife in other countries. There 
is a power always on the watch, qualified and dif- 
pofed to profit, of every conjunfture, to eftablitfi 
Its own principles and modes of mifchief, whcrc- 
cver ft: can !Eiope for fuccefs. VHiat mercy wpulfl 
tiiefe ufurpers have on other foverdgns, anil on 
bther nations, when they treat thar own king 
With ifuch unparalleled indignities, and (o cruelly 
bpjH-efs their own countrymen ? 

The tiiiig of Pruffia, in concurrence with us, 
liobly interfered to fave Holland from confufion^ 
The fame power, joined with the refcued Hollana 
and with tireat Brit^n^ has put the eipperor.in 
the poffeflioh of the Netherlands ; and fecured, 
finder that prince, from all arbitrary innovationi 
tKc aritieht; hereditary conftitution of thofe pro^ 
■^'ces. The chamber of Wetzlar has reftored the 
iRmop of Liege, unjuftly difpoffeffed by the. re- 
bellion of his fu^jedis. The king of PrulSa wait 
bddnd %' ^6 treaty, nor alliance of blood, nor had 
C3 any 
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any particular rcafons for thinldsg the emperor's ' 
government would be more mifchievous or more 
oppreffiveto human nature than that of the Turk; 
■yet on mere motives of policy that prince has in- 
teipofed with the threat of all liis force, to (batch 
even the I'urk from the pounces of the imperial 
■ eagle. If this is done in fevour of a barbarous na- 
tion, with a barbarous negletft of police, fatal to 
the human race, in favour of a nation, by prin- 
ciple in eternal enmity with the Chriftian name \ 
z nation which will not fo much as give the lalu- 
tation of peace (Salam) to any of us ; nor make 
any- pad with any chriftian nation beyond a truce ; 
r-if this be done in favour of the Turk, fliall it 
be thought either impoUtick, or unjuft, or uncha- 
ritahle, to employ the fame power, to refcue from 
captivity a virtuous monarch (by the courtefy of 
Europe confidered as Moft ChrilUan) who, after 
an intermilSon of one hundred and feventy-five 
years, had called together the iUtes of hb king* 
dom, to reform abufes, to eftaNifh a free govern- 
ment, and to flxengthen his throne ; a monarch, 
who at the very outfct, without force, even with- 
out fcdicitadon, had given to his people fuch a 
Magna Charta of privileges, as never was given 
by any king to any fubjecls ?— Is it to be tamdy 
borne by kings who love their fubje^, or by fut>> 
ieds who love their kings, that this monarch, iif 
the nij4ft of thefe gradoua a&, was infolently an4 
, ' cruelly 
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crudly torn from his palace, by a gang of traitori 
and aflailins, and kept m clofe prifon to this very 
hour, whilfl. his royal name and facred charifter 
were ufed for the total ruin of thofe whom the 
laws had appointed him to proteft ? 

The only offence of this unhappy monarch to- 
wafds his people, was his attempt, under a mo- 
narchy, to give them a free conftitution. For this,' 
by an example hitherto imheard-of in the world,' 
he has been depofed. It might well dilgrace fove- 
reigns to take part with a depofed tyrant. It 
would fuppofe in them a vicious fympathy. But 
not to make a commoii caufe with a juft prince,, 
dethroned by traitors and rebels, who profcribe, 
plunder, confifcate, and in every way cruelly op- 
prefe their feUow-citlzens, in my opinion is to for- 
get what is due to the honour, and to the rights 
of all virtuous and legal government. 

I think the king of France to be as much an ob- 
jefl: both of policy and compaffion as the Grand 
Seignior or his ftates. I do not conceive that the 
total annihilation of FVance (if that could be ef- 
fected) is' a delirable thing to Europe ; or even to 
this, its rival nation. Provident patriots did not . 
think' it good for Rome, that even Carthage 
fliould be quite deftroyed ; and he was a wile 
Gredc, wife for the general' Grecian interefts, as 
well aj a braVe Lacedemonian enemy,, and gene- 
rous tffefiqueror, who did not wifti, by the de- 
C 4 ftrudion 
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. jjp^gjver. Si;-, what ^I J^tjc .^iye,f^d of ,the ^i^_- 
^erf^ence of fpreijfn |)^tv:^ i^pA^.t^e opinion cjf 
a private individual ; w^ i^s jiei ther ^thc reprefi^- 
ta,'tfve of any jftate, iior t^ie 0r^n fif any party ; 
but wfio tiipks Jiimfelf bound ,to px^rc^ Jxis o^^ 
fcntimcAts with freedom and S"P^^ '" ? '^rifis ojf 
fu^ ipipprt^ce to ,thc w^olc humaji race. 

f. am npt apj>rejienfive that in ^fpeakijig freely 
(pi the fub|e<t of the king and .(jueeji of j"rance, l 
m^ acci^rate (zs ^ou ^ear) t^e exjccution of ,tnu-. 
terpu9 defigtu againil them* Tou are of oraniop^ 
^ir, that the ufurpers may, an^ f^*' F^?y y^t 
gladly lay hold of finy pretext to throw off jbf 
very name of a ^g:— ^uredly j do jiot wiilj 
ill to your king ; but better for ^ipi not tp Ky? 
(he does not rgign) than to Jive the P^ve inflro- 
ment of tyranny and ufurpatioiu 

1 certainly meant to fliew, to thp bcft pf ipi 
power, that the exigence c^ fuch an executive of- 
ficer, in fuch a fyflem of republic^ as thurs, is a^- 
fufd in tlie higheft degree. But in dqnonjlritjpjg 
this — to /^«n, at leaft, I can have macte no (|ifc(>- 
very. T^»ey only held put t|ie royal n^m^ ^p 
^tch tKofe Frenchmen to whom the naqiie (^ 
king is AiU venerably. They calculate the duf<i' 
tion'of that ientiment; apd when jhsyfin^ jj. 

'" " ~ '" with 
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;y^di -CXqjfcs ,£(»: extlnguUbii^ tbcnaipe, ^itbfif , 
iuve.the thing. pThey ufed ,it 4s » fort, of nfiveU 
firing.to nourli)i tH«r uaD%t^r^ oaring froia 
^jic.Wwds of,royalty itfdf. j!{aw,that .thejBctn- 
^qr.c«i ■purvey icir its P^ fwbliftqic?,4t wJU-Qoi^ 
carry the mark about it^ jis a toketi of its Juuunc 
pfra the .wc^nb ^t csw^ frooi. ^y^iu^U &1/dom 
^rapt^te^tts. Fraud is tlie ready pitfu£br of iiv 
h^fiice; .and ,wiuJ:ft the-cu^nrency of hi£e pFcteacc 
fi^ icyi^t^ftick i^alqniiig w;^ eypedaont -to their 
^^.libfy.was .uodef (no pec^eiRty Qfdnmwis 
]^]D i^ to iyuuJl! ^c^ wit1» t^t coifi- But 
w^ejj^t^ ^ j^phjlp^ We W ^^ daf ; ^ 
l^yc (Joioe ihw JHfork. The ufiirpaticp no Ifti^gcr 
^Jes pi^fibiljyty. I; trufb to power. 

^JoUiipg that I can %, pr that yo»» C94 Ivy* 
^ fuiten them by a Angk hour, io |1^ «|9C«t 
tiQf) pf 9. de%Q which they jis^f io^g £nce eeteri 
^^ed. Jn fpite of their ibieinn d^clar^tians, their 
fopthiog addre0es, ^nd the multipUc4 9M:hf which 
^^ ^ve ta^, ^d forced oth«Fs tf i^e, thqr 
vp^ aiT^QiDiite the .Ving :when ^i| n*mf wMl n* 
Igjiggf bp Mpcf^ry t*» ?h»r ^sggiu j but n^f t 
n^Dfflcpt fooper. Tbfy ipH probably firft sfl^^ 
%^ \ifs quBfn, T^enever (hg r«{)ew«4 fReimw 
^ ^ch ^ i^^ai^tioH \aim ita e^<^ ppee tb« 
^jl^ojas n^d of as a%Ai9n«t« huJjiuvd. At ^e^. 
^^t, % ^4vwtW« i*fewA tb^ tfcriivic .fr«m the 

■ . ft* 
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for-prdterving It. They keep their farerdgn alive 
for the purpofe of exhibiting him, Uke fome wild 
he3& at a fiur j as if they had a Bajazet in a cage. 
They rhoofc to make monarchy contemptible by . 
cxpofbig it to derifion, in the perfon of the moft 
"benevolent of their kings. . ' 

In my opinion, thdr infolence appears more 
odious- even than their crimes. The horrors of 
the 5th and 6th of OftoKer were lefe dcteftablc , 
than the feftival of the 14th of July., There are 
fituations (God forbid 1 IhouTd think tluit o£ the 
5th and 6th of OAober one of' them) in which 
the bcft men may be confounded with the worlt, 
and in the darknefs and confufion, in the prefs 
and medley of fuch extremities, it may not be fo 
eafy to cBfcriminate the one from the other. The 
neceflities created, even by ill defigns, have their 
excufe. Tliey may be forgotten by others, when 
the guilty themfelves do not choofe to cheriih 
their recolkaion, aiid by ruminating their of- 
iencesv nouiifli themfelves through the example 
of thdr paft, to the perpetration of future crimes. 
It is in the telaxation of fecurity, it is in the ex- •' 
panfion of profperity, it is ^n the' hour of dilata- 
tion of the heart, ^d of its foftening into felU- 
vity and pleafure, that the real charaft'er of men' 
is dtfcerned. If thereis any good in them^ it ap-- 
pears then or never. Even- wolves and- tygerSj' 
when gorged *ith thdr prey, ar«? lafe and gentle.' 
■ ' It 
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It is at fuch times that noble mindB g^ve all the 
reins to their good nature. They indulge thdr 
genius even to intemperance, in kindne& to the 
afflidled, in generofity to the conquered ; forbear- 
iog iofults, forgiving injuries, overpaying benefits 
Pidl of cKgnity thcmfelves, they refpeft dignity in 
all, but they feel it Jacred in die unha[^. But it 
is then, and ba&iog in the funfliine of unmetiteii 
fortune, that low; fordid, ungener'ous, and rqitile 
fouls fwell with thdr hoarded p<nfons ; it is then 
that they difplay their odious ffdendour, and flune 
out in the full hiftre of their native villuny and 
bafeue&. It is in that feafon that no man of ienfe 
ot honour can be miftaken for one of them. It 
was in fuch a (eafon, for them of political ea£e and 
fecurity, though their people were but juft emerg- 
ed from afhial iamtne, and were ready to be 
plunged into a gulph of penury and be^ary, that 
your philofophick lords chofe, with an oftenta* 
tious pomp and luxury, to feail; an ino'ediUe num- 
ber of idle and thoughtlels people collected with 
art and p^ns, from all quarters of the world. 
lliey confiruded a ' vaft amphitheatre in whtdi 
they raifed a ^>edes of pillory.* On this pillory 
they &t their lawful king and queen, with an in- 
fulting figure over their heads. There they ex- 
pofed thefe objeds of pity and refped to all good 

• The pillory (carcan) in EngUind i» generally nude Ttfj 
lli^, UIk tlut raifed for expofing tbe king of -France. 

minds. 
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aninds, to'tbe deflfion df ^an litlthihldng and un* 
■piincipied multitude, diegenerited even from the 
werfetileitendBPnofe w'hich'mai'ks thfeiitregular znH 
<apridous fceliijgu t>f the populace. That 'theh- 
WUBlirifult might 'have "nothtagwaflting tocom- 
{ileieiit, llhey chofe the MiriiverCiry of that diyin 
wlu&i diey 'expofed the life dfthfcir irfince'to the 
iBEMiift JRiniiiKtn'datnger^, aitd the vileft fhdigilitl^, 
jdft-fsllomi^ tlieinlhrit when'thfe tfflstnihs, ^hdm 
tbef had hired "without 6*Tiing, ffrft 'openly tbok 
«p jrtne QgakA their %^!ng, dorn^ed his gtiatd;, 
fin^noed feis caWe, tftitcheVed fottie of 'tHe poor 
inaliKlB «f hifi gso-rifon, raafdered h& go'v'e^nor, 
fttid, JSfce -wUd heaftSi tore to pieces the chifef mai 
gifitaie c^ his cupitai dty, <on sccouilt of his fidr- 
^ to his fervice. 

Tifl the juftitt of thfe world is awakferted, fiifcl 
U thefe will go OB, ^thout idmohitidn, ind *ithi 
out pmvoeation, to every ektt-ettiity. Thofe who 
haTC made the ekhibitioii of thi 14th 6f Jiily, ar^ 
eapftWc of every evil. iTiey do not -cominit cftmes 
for theurdefigns ; but they fdrm defigns that thef 
may tcmmit crimes. It is not their neceifity, btot 
fliwir nature, that impels them. They ire tiio^ 
(fer« pbikrfo^Kffs, which wheft you &y 6f iheni, 
y©n (MfTt^ fivery ihiiig that is ignoHe, fiivagei 
ftfidf hw^Rewted.- ■ 

Befides the fure tokens which are given by the 
jTpirit crf^ their, particular arFuigements, thare are 

fome 
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foroC'chal^aeriftfck lineaments iiv the geMrsA^w-* 
lu;y .of your tumultuQus . ddpotxiniy whicht/ ini my*^ 
(^ion, indicate ,beyon4'H-dj»U)C^ that no rtvete*^ 
tipn iwh»tfoevec in tbtir^'di/ptfitUn-'i^^tO'^hb^.es^' 
psotod.. I mean, stheic' fcheoie . of c^cadhg ' the I 
rifidg genecatioD, the prindplcsvUdith^jittend'' 
to iniUl, and thefympathies w4it(^ they ^ifh'ao-' 
fqiai in,thttnind,;at the feafon in which it is^th*- 
moft fu&xptifaln . Inii^dof fOEinir^ thdr ydting^ 
tiunda tQ that.dodlisy, to that miodefiyi -wiAch'atii- 
the grace and chamnof youth, to an admiiution-of-'' 
£B)ioua.. examples,; and to. antavotfeik^'to ttny ' 
thing which approaches to p^de,- pe^Iance, arid ' 
fel£conceit, (diftempers to which that' time of-iife 
isci>fatfelf..fufficiently liable) they artifidaBy fo« ' 
maitlhdejcvil difpoiitions, and even fcq-m'thcttt': 
intofprings-xaf a^on. Nothing ought to be-mcrc' 
w^hed.than thenature of books recMwneBdedl J 
by- publick-authority* So recommended, they^ 
foon fornLthe charafter of the age. ■ Uncertain" 
indeed. is the efficacy, limited indeed is -the extent ' 
of n virtuous inftitution. ■ But if education takes ' 
in viix.2s any part of its fyftem-, thete is no doubt ' 
but .that it willqperate'with abundant energy, and" ' 
to in,- extent indefinite. ■ The m^ftratei who in - ' 
fa*DUEef freedom-thinks himfelf Obliged to fufFe^-' 
all-ibrts of pubticationsyis Bndera ftricterduty v 
than. any. othcf, "weii to confider- what -fbrt of '■ 
wxkera.hcltaU.mthorize^} and ih^r^fiibniinetitl,-''' 
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hy the -ftronipeft c^ all iaxuEtions, that is, fay pub- 
fick honours and rewards. He cnight to be cau- 
tious how he recoitimends. authors of mixed or 
ambiguous: morality. Ue oi^ht to be fearful o£' 
putUng ilato the bands of youth writers indulgent 
to the peculiarities of their own ccnnplexion, left 
they ihould teach the humours of the profeflTor, 
rather than th£ principles of the^ fdence. He 
ought, abbve all, to be cautious in f «:ommending ' 
any writer who has carried marks of a deranged 
underltanding ; for where there is no found rea- 
kax, there can be no real virtue ; and madneis is 
ever vitious and qialignant. 

TTie affembly proceeds on maxims the very re- 
verie of thefe. The aflembly recommends to its • 
youth a Ihidy of the bold experimenters in mora- 
lity. Every body knows that there is a great <tif- 
pute amongfl: their leaders, which of them is the 
he&. refemblance to Rou&au. In truth» they all ■ 
re&mble him. His blood they transfufe into thar 
minds and into their manners. Him they ftudy ; 
him they meditate ; him they turn over in all the- 
time they can fpare from the laborious miCchief of : 
the day, or the debaudies of the night. Roufleau 
is their canon of holy writ ; in hia life he is their : 
canon of Polycktus \ he is their ftandard figure of 
perfection. To this man and this writer, as a pat- . 
tern to authors and to Frenchmen, the founderies : 
of Paris are now running for fiatues» with .the ' 
kettles 
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kettles qf their poor sind tiy: bcUs of tlidbr 'chnrcbes. 
If an author had written like a great genius' on 
geometry, though his pradicil aod fpeculative 
morals were vitious in thq extreme, it might ap- 
pear, that in yoting the ftatue, they honoured 
only the geometrician. But Roufleui is a moralift, 
or he is nothing. It is impolDble, therefore, put- 
ting the circumllances together, to mjltake their . 
delign in choofing the author, with whom they 
have begun to recommend a courfe of ftudiea. 

Thdr great problem is to find a fubiftitute for aU 
the principles which hitherto have been employed 
to regulate the hxuitn will and a^on. They find 
difpoliticms in the mind of fuch force and quality^ 
as may fit men, far better than the old morality, 
for the purpofes of fuch a ftate as theirs, and may 
go much further in fupporting their power, and 
deftroying their enemies. They have therefore 
chofen a felfiih, flattertog, fcdu£Hve, oftentatious ' 
«ce, in the place of plain duty. True humility, 
the bafis of the cbriiUan fyftem, is the low, but 
deep and firm foundation of all real virtue. But 
this, as very painful in the prailice, and little im- 
ppfing in the appearance, they have totally dif- 
carded. Thein'objed is to merge all natural and 
all focial fentiment in inordinate vanity. In a 
imall degree, and converj^nt in little things, va- - 
nity is of Utde moment. When full grown, it is 
the woril of vices, and the occafional mimick of ^ 

them 
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thWn^.- W miflces t&fe wfidK maft-filift ItlaVSH 
ii6thihgTSft:OT"oi- truft'w^rthy aboirt'hlni:- Hy* 
b*ft qliiffifiesare'pmTohcd'and pervAtcd'by"it»' 
andt)iMlratt ocaflay' m the! worft. "Wbeii 'yorif 
Icfrds ■ had'ininy' writers as- iirimoraT as tfie objeft'"' 
of that- lEtuc (fiidi a^'Voltairc ' and others) they -' 
chbfir Rbufleau'i becaufe' in hitti thit pccoKai' vice'* 
■w^ich they wflHtdto creftultb ruHngvirtuei wlij' 
by fer the irioft' confpicubus. 

We hafa hail-the gr'eat'profe'flijr aiicl'^fouhaer'' 
o^thi phH&fhphyof vatiUy in'Etighnd. A^Ihid 
gdod opportunities of knbwli^'hfe preceeding^ ' 
alinoft trbm day 'to day,' h& it^'np dotibtpn niy" ' 
mlHd,-tKa,t''he -criterfalned :n6 ■prlndple'either io'-* 
infeleHCehisheaft,' ortd guide his underftandirig;* 
but'WflS'/.^''\VfthtHiS'Vic6'he was piffefletl W a'' 
d^^elittle'fho'rt of madriefs.' Ifis'frcimtheTamA' 
deranged eccentrick vanity, that "tlus," the 'inCma" 
Socrates'oi the national affembly, was' im'p^ed to"' 
|JilbIifli a mad confeffion oHiis mad fciUlts,arid'ttf ' 
attcmift"a new fort' of g^biy," from bnn^nghard<;' 
ly'td ligh"t the obfcure arid vulgar 'vices which'' 
wekrio\v may Tomefimes beblended with emt- ' 
nent talents. He has nof obfertfed on "the -nature" 
of'vamty,'whb" docs' not khow'that'it is om'hivo-* ' 
rdii^y that it has no choice in its food ; that it*is .' 
fond to talk even of its" owii faults and vices, as"" 
wKat will' excite furpri'ze and draw attention, arid"' 
wKatVBl'pals at'wbrff for operinefe' and"cand6iir."" 
" " ■■ . It 
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nakrcs st«ii oihjfocn(yf wluch Iub driven Rcnf- 
.fevi to ccoHrd a 1^ not ib much as dtequerad* w 
'jotted 4eM and tlune, with virtues, or even dj^> 
.iM^gaiftwul hy a ficg^ good adion. It is fmch a 
3ik be cboofies to -offisr to the atteatioa of nup* 
lEiad. It is iudb a li£iv dot with a wild de^ajicf , 
lie ^iag^ itt the ixc of his Creator, whom be jtf^ 
kaeadedges^nly- to brave. Tour aileml^y, know- 
iag -liDW much more powerful exan^ple isibui^ 
than precept, has chofen this man (by fais own up- 
.«Dunt' wkbout a £11^ virtue) for -a modd. To 
hiso. thr7'«re& thdr £rft &itue. From him they 
cwmnence xhwrienes of honours and diftindioiv. 

it is.that new-inKcnted :fdrtue which your nuf- 
icrs cuaamsc, th;tt led thdr moral heiro cocftant^ 
tD.e]dunift the fiores «f his powerful rbetorick ip 
4he cspreffien of univerfal bmevolence ; whilft bis 
lieart waa incapable of barbourii^g one 4>ark of 
{•mmon parental afie^tion. Benerolenoe tp ,tbe 
whole (pedes* sad want of feeling .fpr every int^r 
tvidoal with whom die prafe0br« come in conta^ 
.'form the .diacatfier of the Joew philosophy. $0- 
tii^ up far an unfodal independence, tliis thdr 
Jme of 'vanity refufes the juft price of .common 
labouc, as well as the tribute which opulence owes 
to genius, and which, when pud, bouQurs .titte 
^ver and the recdver j and then he ^bids his 
beggary as an esBSO& for his crimes. He melt* 

Vol,. VL D with 
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~:mth't<dU(^e{s fotim& ^ly vlto'tMch Miti iff 

tie- remoteft ixlatiofti'^and' then;- ■without' one na- 
tural pang, cafts ^way, as a fort of offal and' excre- 
ment) the fpawn 'of his cOfguf^l' intours, and 
'fends his children to the hoTpit&l of ibuBdlings. 
The bear loves, licks, and fonns'her young; but 
■^ bears are^'riot phUofopher*. Vanity, however, 
■finds itff account in revtrfiiig'the train of crur ha- 
• tural feelinjgs. Thoiifiihds -admire the fentini^tal 
■writer; the affiiftionate father-is hardly fcndwn 
in his parifh. i ■■ .:.i '■--^.■.■^^■■ 

' Under this philbfopWck irfftrufifcor' in the 
•chicks of vanfty, they have attempted in France a 
"regeneration of the moral conftitntion ofmart. 

■ Statefmen, like'your prefent rulers, cxiflby e^ery 
-thing which is '^riouSi.ficHttous, and falfe; by 
■every thing which takes the man from Ws hoUle, 

■ and fets him on a ftage, which makes him lip ah 
artificial creature, with painted, theatridc fenti- 

■ ments, fit to be feen by the glare of candle-light, 

■ and formed to be contemplated at a due dMtance. 
- Vanity is too apt to prevail in all of us, and in all 

■ countries. To the improvement of Frenchmen it 
'feems not abfolutely, neceflEiTy that ft fliould be 

taught upon fyftem.- But it is plain that the pre- 
' fent rebellion w?fs its legitimate offspring, and it is 

■ pioufly fed by that rebellion with a daily dole. 

If the fyftem «f inftitution recommended by 
•' the affembly, is falfe and theatrick, it is be- 
■^ -' . -■ caufe 
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caufe thcu* f^em of govarnntent is of the £une 
diarafter. Totlijt, and to that *lone, it is ftri^y 
conformabkr Tp undcrfta»d'eith.er,,we touft coil- 
ne&the moraU-witJ^ thQpQfiticks of tiie le^i^- 
tors. Tofir |;M'a;^cal phil^fophers, f^ematick m 
every thu^^,hayc wifely ^^jan at the fourcc.. Aj_ 
the relatloq between parents, ^d children is the 
fijrft aoiQiig-', the '(^emeuts ^f vxdgar, natural mo- 
rality,* ^y ereft ftatues to a wild, FerpciAusjlow- 
nunded,.lurd-hearted father,, of &ie geqer^ feeU 
ingSi..^|(werof Mskiivd^bitt a hater of Biis kind- 
red. :^qpr-rnaft€rs reje^ tlie duties bf this .vul- 
garreIatM?n» a? contrirf,to liberty j, as uptipi^iid- 
ed in- the fmial compa^ ; and. nbt tTndiaK accordc 

ine ta the nghta of men ;, becaute .the relation is 

- '/"'' '^ I ■ i.\'''l l^'T: IsiODq^l < 2,^1 

not, of courte, the refult otfree eJecnon^ n^er ip 

.. -,_ .ii.'.'s^t,, , A 7' '' <> 'C.K yjij (It ji-,'-.,.'k 

on theude of the chudren, not 4waw on the part 

!.,■.■ 'i-^- :^ ■! . ■ ..,■!». ,jiiji>ii i'W ni »jA.^j.i 

ot the. parents. ■ ., j , . r • 

The next relation which, they .reirenerate.Dy 

■ .- ;-. .".-,■... , - ! ■ .. ,',;. o-Lt i;/ '(.''p-wro J.J .■'t 
todr fijitues to Kouueau, is th^t which is, next m 

^ftity to that of a fa jher. Tticy mffer from t£ofc 

old-fafluoned thibket^ wlip con'M^ revtwoago^es 

as.fober and vaiera.ble'charaaera,jand a^eid'tb^^d 

parent . The moralifis of thk daik timei'f'preteb^ 

■ * Filiola toa, te delefiari \xtoteipTo)Ktrtii'r?^-^i^)fi)ii»it 
tSh Tiufai «s tmut:.ttmim,£ iimc aoa cfii nuth (Mteft'JiofkJni 
eSc adbomineltt luturs adjijiiflio; (iua.'fubtfttH-,vttit^ofittiia-tel* 
letur. , Vtkre ?«troti (Rouficau) et.tui coudiftuu^ I {h'Mf 
femblqc Nationale. )— Cic Ep.ad Aiticum. 

Da ftrwi 
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term ^'n^i ?}otuer,e parenth' ^e loco.' \ W tflis'&gg 'df 
to ibe In 'the pi 



K^h't, ihey'^eiiich tiie'peopie, t^iat |Jrefe^t6ifS Otight 
cdfnipt a very corrpptibie ra^if,' ^for ^orhe iihft a 



growing liijifailce amtirigft yOTi)'a ft^t bf _j5ert, pe- 
Ai^t U'tcr^tbrs, (0 *hom, ihftead of tfiHif' (iroper, 
But feyefc'iinoftwitatious' cfuties, they' 'affigri thtf 
brflEant paH br men ofwif and pleafai-'ei'bf giiy, 
y6ung',~mmtafy ^arfcs, an<J dahgrets^ « toilets.' 
"they' cw oh'tVe rifing generatipn in Triiice, to 
fake a iympathy in tlie adventures' and iptttines, 
and tKey endeavour' tp engage their 'fchiibtiity' on 
the Ede'of pedagogues, whobetiraythcinbll a*fi5i 
feniuy trtlfcjVnd'vitJa'te'therr female piipHs. i*hey. 
tocK'dfcie people', " that tHe detaiicheft " of' virgins^ 
uinpft in (he arms "of 'meir parentS, may^be.We 
umi^tes in ^elrhoiue/arid even'fit gfuardlans or 
tiie honour of thoft hufbands who iuccee'd^ Icgalf^ 
tfai tlw dfficd'whidi 'the young Titeraitdrs liad prc- 



pareiitlSanffchlldrenjhulhandVandw^ TKrpug'h 
tTiis fime Inffniif^ri -tY'wlibm "they corrupt the 
iflbnus/thcy'coViTipt'the ta'fie. I'atte'and eiegahcei 
thqugh^|Ifey.-^e.reckjon^,^i}ly anipjig, the firn^r 
JnldcfolenKlaryjiiarakt yet fare, of no^iBeaB io^ft- 
aftce =!n: thft ifgulatidn pf'MfeJ - A^ffi«fl--al- lafte 'fer 
'ribt-'Af'tei'^'t^ tWrn viceirftf)' vErtue \; Wt it H- 
commends virtue'^ wrtTTYoiricthmg like the blaii- 
"*^^ "■ ^ dilhment* 
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^jSui^Qts of .pleaAtfc;. audit injSiikely i^f)atC9-th^ ' 
evils- of vic^ HoulTeau, <a writer ofgjiextfon^ 
aodyiya^ity^ is totally deflitute of t^e in 9Kf 
iaik of the word, Youjr mafiers^who aw hif 
icholars, concave %^3X ^refinemeat hasananfi 
toeratick cbarader. I^c Mi zgt bstd exhaDfte4 
all its pow^s in gjv)];^ a gpraee a,Dd noblencfi t() 
our natural appetites, and in laifiog tbem intg 
hig^r c^i ^nd. order than leaned jvSif to be> 
long xp tifem. Throitgh Rqufleau* your nqdieri 
ace ri^ved. to d^o^^ thefe arifto^r^tiak pr^ 
dicesi : The p3i^.on aSkd }avtj ^ £0 general u4 
powerful an i^n&ienf e ; 4f ipake^ fpiiittch of the 
eiLter[3inn»tnt),and inde^Kl fo much the occupa* 
tjon of ;)Jiai:.pai:t of ^e which decides the charac* 
ter for eycjT, that the mode and the {)r|nd{defl on 
which it £^{;:^C3 the fympathy, and (knjsa thf 
im^qaii^n, becQme ^f the utn^^ ^nportance t9 
t^ f^nif an4 manners of eveqr ibdety. Tou^ 
cpIc^s^weift'weU awarg of t^f ; and in liicir fyftea^ 
pf chaDj^g your snaimers tf> acconunodate then} 
to thdr poUdcks^ tliey fiMiiid notl^i^g fo cpnvef 
ntent.as^^lxtufleau. 'Htrbugh hini they teach dk4 
to lovi? .^Aer t{i^ ^Ihion o£ philoibphers; that is, 
they leach-tOjioep, tiE>,Fren^binen,.a love without 
gallantry i a k>ve without any thing of that fin^ 
floipgr of yovt}ifulne& and ^tiHty, which [daces 
it, if njQt aipong ^ virtues, among the opajxtsata 
of life, Ii^ea4^ this palHun, natur^ allied to 
V. .. ^3 grace 
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§1^* ^hd inihhers, ^hej'' irifuft' ' Shto :thcir youth' 
Sri'^^MribitSdl'md^drte/WW ^oorriy, ferocious 
Ste&Jiiytii'-^p^intiy"^ii^d leirci'nefe; "ctf metaphy- 
feal^fc(S%Sons, WJen^S ^ith the'coarfefi fenfu- 
aity."'^ncliis thc'^rtrera! moraKty of thepaffion^ 
tb beftfiindin their fefnbus philofc^h'er, in his 
JSmous worlc of philafophlcfc gallantr)', tie Ndu- 
veReElhi^. ■.■"^■"■" '■ ' - ' ■ ' ■ 

•'- ^V?ldff%llefcIicrfTOm'thcgiI^antry of preceptors 
is tii'b'Kerf'3o\irn,iindyour femDies are' noionget 
tffot^ed'by'^deccrit pride,'. Shd ialutai'jr'doindlidc 
|n^uaict??H^^'^ 6uVoiic'fti*p to iWghtfui^'cor. 
Tiipn?)ri.- '^Thc rulefs'-iii -the national iifcitibly are 
lH"g53d fiopes that 'th^-ft*naleSbf the fir^'fainilies 
in JVirSre' ni^y bccbftTe'an''ca}y prey ^o Bancihg- 
malfer^,-"'EdIers, ^att6m-drawers,'frifeui'a', 'arid v^ 
lets (fe'clfaintire, -and otlier aftive citii^^of that 
defcriptibni,' who' li^^hg the eh1ry"feto your 
Wfes, and'^n^'halffemcfticatetl'BytiftSt'fitTia- 
don, may iid'biended 'wv&i y6u byi'egifl^^ii'd'iri 
i'egular relai|t)li£*'"B^ 4 Uwi'tHey "hiyiiirvade'ii^ 
"people thaf '^qualffV ''^B^ adoptirig Th&''fci?timents 
bf RfitlffeaQ, tJity ftrfU'hiad^ the'fn j^cffirriValS.' in 
this'itoririeir^ t3iere'gtieatle|;iflator's foifHiActe' their 
ph'ri 'bf leVcHiAgj^nd'cftabliflt- thbii"i?|Hts^bf mfcn 
'oh'a-fu^e'?oundati6n.- '- '^'.^ ' ^" v'-T""'''-' 
I aji*.- certain that tit'^^itlngsbf KtifafiSaS'lead 
'direSlf to '419 kiHd 'xjf fhiifteful tiliir"l'h^*'dfteh 
V(indered''hbiw Kc 't6i^ki tof'fie^HKtiiK mdtt-'atf: 
- •-:; l^ mired 
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oiired and fcdlowed.oiL tlus continent tiian hdfifl; 
here. Perhaps a. Secret charm in *the..languaget 
may have its fliacc in~ this extraordinary difi&r; 
Tence. - We certi^nly peri^ve, and to a degree wtt- 
feel, in- this writer, a ityle glowing, ahimated, en-; 
fhuilaftick ; at the iamc .time that we find it lax^ 
difiufe, and not in the befi tafte of coinfiolition i 
• iH the members of the piece being pretty equally 
kboured and' expanded, without any due fele^on 
or fubordinadon of parts. He is generally too 
mudi on the firetch, and his manner has little va^ 
riety. We-cannot reft ■ upon any of his works^ 
dkough they contain obfcrvatioiis which occalion- 
^y discover a conliderable iniight into human na^ 
tote. But his doctrines,, on .the whole^ are lb in-; 
appUcable to real life and manners,. that we. ittv^n 
dxaan of drawir^ frbm them any nJe for Uwrs.or 
condud;, or for forti|yiiig or iUuftratihg any thing 
by a refierence to hi; opinions* They^ have with 
OS the iaic of oider paradoxes^ 

Cum ventum ad verum f/? fenfus moref«jue repugnant t 
Atque i$fa vtUitat juJU prtpe miter rt ttqui. 

Po'haps bold fpeculatiom are more acceptable, 
hecxa& more 'oem to you than to us, who have 
beea long fince dilated with them. We f^ontinuej 
Jfi in the:two hft 2^, to read nwe generally, 
thattlb^eveitnowdond pa Che continent} the 
*- D 4 authors 
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MtMi« tf found inti^iitT*' Th4fii«fci^ '>^f^ 
Hiifldf. Iluiy ^ve us utQUar tafte it^ t^rn;: 
ttd wiU not fii&r us to be more than tnaftently,, 
finufcd ^th paradoxical moraUtjr. l\ \a not t^ut 
I toitfider tids writer as vhoUy dfcAkut^ oB juft 
MtJotis. Amqfigfi: his irregularittes it imfif ha, 
<ockoned that he is fometitnes mopal, and nuual 
ifi a very fiibhme flrain. But iho gcaa-aijjtipit:en(l . 
Mttdencf of his works ia tnHchicToas } Md tlwf 
fttt« mUchievous fdr this mixture: For, pfifed; 
depravity of ieatioKnt is not rcconcil^abie wit!^ 
•loqumce; and the mind (thou^ oofTuptiUOs 
not cotnidexioiiaUy victouB) woul4 rejed umI* 
throw off with diiguft, a leSbn of pure a^ up* 
n^xed evil. Tbefe vriton make «Vcn virtue it 
^d«rt4VicC. 

However, I left confider die author, than tha 
fyftem o£ the Bflembty in punrttting- mOrlUty. 
through hii mean*, lliis I cwtfeb makqs ipfl 
nearly defpair of any attempt Ttpoa the miQcb of 
th«r followers, through reafon, honour, or con- 
fii«9ace. Th« great cbjed of yonr tyraaC*, 19 to 
deftroy the g^tleinen of France; and for that 
purpofe they deftroy, to the beft of their power, 
aS the dEe&i <^ theft rdationa which may t«^dcr 
toi^idenUe men powerful or even &fe. To dei 
ttKfj 'Om order, tboy vitiate the whole ooombih 
idty. Ukat no maaa may «ad& of cwifiediaratiqg 
kgaiaA Aeir tynuUiyt hy the fkUa Sfm^Hilm of 

thii 
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Hu Koavdb Bcife, they. nvk^ToOf to fiil>VGC| 
4ba(e fwiad^ of domefttck truft and fiddity. 
which Bjrm the difidpline of fodal life. Thoy pro^ 
payats pradples by which every I^vwt maf 
^kbik it. if not his duty, at leafi his priviiegCi tQ 
bett^ his mafter. By thdc priaciples, every cotk- 
frknUe fiither of a family lo&s the fan^hiary of 
hit hofifo. Debet fua cvique domui effe perfupvm 
•iu ti^Mtm, lays the law, which your Is^ftatorv 
have taken fo much puns firfl to d«cry, then Uf 
VptaL They deftroy all the tranquillity and ft- 
Knky of domeftick life; turning the afylum of the 
|uMi& into a gloomy priibn, where the father of 
the iaaodly muH dr^ out a miierable osifience^ 
tn^angprad in proportion to the apparent meant 
9f his &&ty ; where he is worf^ than fotitary ii} 
a ooud of domofticks, and more ^prebenllvf 
^ata his fewants and inmat^s^ than from the 
hired Uood-thirAy mob without doors^ who are 
l«ady to pufi him to the Untorne.' 

It is thus, and feu- the lame end> that they en; 
deavour to defiroy that tribunal of confci^ncf 
which exifis independently of edids and ^ecreeik 
Xcm deipots govern by terror. They know, th^t 
V vho fears God fears nothing elic ; and there- 
jbre they eradicate from the mind, through thd^ 
Vfdtaire, their Helvetiiu, and the reft of ihat in- 
finpons gang, thax only fcffC of &ar which gene- 
f:«(a tiru« courage. Thjw* <^j^ ^> ^^ ^^^^i* ^^- 
■^ low 
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fowdtizens may be under the dommio-a' (k'HiJ 
iwe;but that of their committee df'vktMtitij'iti^ 
bftheiflanteme. ;!: 'i; ,1 lvu:,* 

"• Ha^g found the advantage <if afi&ffirtadbi^fl 
the formation df their tyranny, it is tfcd'p^rto^t^ 
fource in which they truft for the fuppbrt of it? 
"Whoever oppofes any of their proceedings, oris 
iiifpefted of a defign to oppofe thcni, is to aniVtr 
It with his life, or the lives of his wife' ind di9^ 
dten. This infamous, cruelj and cowardly' pnuM 
ticeof ^affination, they have the impudence; to. 
caB merciful. They boaft that they operated, thdr 
lifurpation rather by terror than -by force J anc( 
that a few feafonable murders have prevented 
the bioodihed of many battles. Thereto- ho doiibB 
Afy will extend thefe adts of mercy whenever 
they fee an occafion. Dreadful, however^ wiffbt. 
the confequences of their attenipt to avoid'^he 
evils of war, by the merdful policy of murdert 
ff, by efiedual punifhmcnt of the guilty, they dp 
ifiot wholly (fi&v6w that praftice, and the threat 
of it too, as any part tii their policy ; if- ever i 
foreign prince enters into France, he miift enter 
it' as into a country of affaffins. The mode of ci- 
vilized war will not be praitilcd"; nor are thsJ 
French who aft on the prefent fyftem entitled t*J 
expert it. They, whofc known poHcy is to a&f- 
linate every dtizen whom they fufpcft to be dit 
contented by their tyramiy, ind to corrupt the 
foldiery 
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foldiery of Wery open enelny, irnift look for no 
modified hoftBity. AH war, Which is not battle^ 
win be military extfcntion." Tliis will beget a£b 
of retaliation fromyou j and every retaliatioii will 
beget a new revenge. The hell-hounds of'waf, oa 
all fides, will be uncoupled and unmuzzled. The 
new fchool of murder and barbarifm, fet tip in 
Paris, having de{b-oyed (fo far as in it lies) all die 
other manners and principles which have hitherto 
~dviU*ed Europe, will deflroy alfo the mode of <fc 
viEzed war, which, mbre tlun any thing dfc, hai 
(Mmguifhed the Gtiriflian wbiid. Such is the 
appfoadllhg goldoi age, which die * Virgil of 
your aflbriMy has fnn^'to his Pollios ! ' 
■ In ftich a fituation of your political, your dvil; 
'and your fodal morals and manners, how can you 
■fee hurt by the freedom of any difcuffion ? CauV 
tion 'is for thoft who have fomething 'to lole. 
-\V!hit 1 have 'faid to juftify myfdf in not ^^pre- 
%tntSngithy ill confeqaence from a free difcufficn 
of tKe ibfetd confeqtieiices which fii)* from the 
"rdfEltiin^f 'the lawful king to the itfurped confti. 
■tutiori^ *?!i 'Apply tb my vindic4tioh'wftliit^ard 
'tri the expoRire 1 haVe made of'the ftate of the 
'Tinrfy'Tirtdei" the feme fophlliick iifiirpatidri. The 
preftiAt tyrants' warit nb at^fiients to provej whit 
ihey nfi^'^y feel,' fa no ^ good arniy can cJdft 

. .. J ■, ;: ,.■ ■. I 3r-t ,1.1 1 ■ ' ... . ■■.^■i ;■-■. - 
.»■"''"*• ■Mii«6eiu'» (pevdt conceniuig uoiverfalTpcace. ' 
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pn thw priiwplcs. . Xhejr . are, ij\ 09 1'i^'MJt «f f 
nwnilior to fuggeft to thfim the pt^lio'-oigettiDig 
rid of th» arfliiy, «* w^. as of tl>? kifig^w^t^ 
crerthey ve in a c^iU^ to effefi-ihat.^eap 
fore. What hopes way fee entei;t4jied <rf your 
SSmy for the reftoratlon of ypur Wierties, I kpoyir 
pot. At prefent» yieUixtg olnedienc? ^ thtiprer 
tended orders of a Milg> who, th^y i^je. pfrfeftly 
V^xjkdt has no wiU, wd who nev^ .c^ ^ue 4 
mandate which is not intend^ in the; fiiAc^>^ar 
tipn, or in its certain. coflft!q|ijeBC<3,^. his oiry 
deftnj^on, your ar;ny .(eejw Jo ,malfc ^vfc. of tb? 
priaappl Uiis ip the chain ^ tba( icfryi^Hd^ -of 
anarchy, by mthipha-^niel jj^nrpa^wa ^iqlds aij 
imione people at once i^ bpiwji^e aR4.9W#ftl>n. 
Ton 9ik pe what I tl^k of tlfecon^i:)^. 9^ ^ 
ner^ Monls;. How tl^if ^ffis^ls your q^fe^ t c ai^ 
not teJl- Idoutt Whethe? y^in pofiefi, ip Fra^wft* 
any pe^:fc^s of a capacity. t»,;^pve the Frepcl^ ^^ 
casf^y Ui the foiie.maijafii: \& which Monk ft^vetf 
t^e moaarciqr of En^^dt. Tl^e anny vhi4> 
MonJ^gwimftnidedbad been foimod by Crmv 
;WeU tq a perfeffUon of i^^pline which pefhaps 
hw ^ever ^^ «(fecdcd," ^ JbeX army ,v^w beftde^ 
of on cxeeUcflt con^fi^on.., The-foldiers were 
inen of extraprtUqfffjf pie^)[,^i£itpr th(^, mode, of 
tke^eateft re^arity^' ^ eysn %pp^ 9f niaa- 
ners ; brave in the field, but modeft, quiet and . 
orderly, ii^ tji^ .^ji«jrtsHi,j0i?v .KteiftWiorred 

the 
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Ai? idJa ^t ^flin'aii'ng theSi: officeW ot any ©thw 
^eribns ; stftd who. (they at leaft wiio ftrved In 
this iflahd^ Vefe ii^^i^ attached to thb& genfr^ 
ra^, by whota they Were weH treated atid aMy 
comifianded. Such -aft wmy, 6nce gpined, tnigh* 
be depended oh. I doubt mucH-, ff yoii cb'tild now 
6n^ a Mon^, whether a Mohk cOuld fitid in 
France, liich an ^rfny. ' 

' t certainly i^ee with you, that fei all pHobaM- 
fily wc owe bur whole conftitution to the feftori- 
fion of die Ehglifli monarchy, 'the ftate of things 
from which Monk relieved England, M«is hoWevet 
by ho means, "at that time, fo deplotabte In any 
fenTc, .'as yours Ts "ndW, and under Ae pfefent 
fway js likely lo conltnue. CromiWell had 4^- 
vd-ed fengtand from anarchy. Ws government, 
though, mihtary and defpoiicfc, had been tegufet 
aiid' orderly. Undief the iron, and under Ac 
yote, the foil yielded its produce. Afttir his d^cAt 
die e^iTs Of ahardiy wdrie rathet drgadfed thah felt. 
feVff^ than waS yet (aft in his houfe and hi hU 
jirdpeftyl But It rtiuft "be admitted, that Monlc 
frfife'd fhi's nation from great and juft apprehfin- 
fioiis "both of future anarchy and of probable ty- 
ranny in feme form or other. The kifig i*hOin 
he gave us was indeed the very reverfe of youp 
benlgftadit fbverdgn, who in reM^d for his at- 
tempt to beftiaw liberty On his fubjefts, languifhes 
fiiitif^ in- |frIfon. tiie j^rfoti given to us by 
Hook 
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Koak W3ts a man without any .fenfe o£ his cl^^ as; 
apiincei,witl\put any regard to thedic^it^of his 
qrown j without any love to'his peo^ ; diiToIute,. 
fil&t 'yenal, and defticute of any pofitive -good, 
quality whatfotwerj exc^t a plcalant tcmpfir, and 
the manners of a gentlenjan. Tet the refioratioiL 
of our monarchy, even in the perfon of filch a 
prince, was every thing to us ; for withput mo^ 
i^archy in England, moil certainly we .never eta 
qQJoy either.peace or Uberty. It was Under tniSf 
(;pnvidion that the y?ry firft regular ft^ -which 
we topki on .the revolution of j 68?, was to fill 
th? throfie with a real king j, and. even before it 
could ]x done in due form, the; chiefs of thenl- 
tion did not^attempt themfelves to ej^die. au- 
thority fo., much as hj^interim. They infiantjjfre- 
gucftcd the prince (rfOrange:tp take the gpyori-, 
mait. on hiipfelf. Thethfqne was nptieffeftively. 
vacant fiar.an hour. ..■;■.■■■, , ,- ., 

Tour fi^ndamental laws, as well' as , ours, fup^ 
pofe a mpnarchy. Your zed. Sir, in fiandii^f {q 
firmly fpr.it as you have dpne, fhews not oiily.^ 
fecred refpeA for your honour and fit^ty, Ijiit^ 
well-infor^ied attachment to the real. welfin;e and 
true libertiee of- your country. I have e?prefl^d 
myfelf ill, if I have given you caufe to imaipne, 
that I prefer the conduft of thof^ wip Mye re- 
tired from this wa^re to your behavip)ir,.who» 
with a courage and conAanc^ almofi; fup^iutiira^ 

, have 
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Bavc ^-ugglid agaitift tytanny, and kept the'fidd 
to'lhe laft.' Ybti fei I hate correflied the except 
tibfiabk ^bin'the editi(Hi which I now icnd yooi 
itid^, iA filch' terrifafe extnmities» yoors^itit 

' tiot<«afy tdHyj-ih' b ^litical' view, what iitie: of 
^hdu^ is'.the nKoftadvifeablc: ^ In that - Aate of 
^ngS, I ianRot bring myTelffeverety to condtina 
'^erfe^ who are vvhd&y unable to bear:£b.nnidt 
^ t^e Sght (if thoTe menln.the tfarooe tf le^ibp 
^laisx, wlio are pniy fitato batjie ol^efba of crioA- 

. li^ jittkfce; If iztigi^a if'^di%ufta if uiifiurinaunt- 
mcnin^ drive them anrxjrfr6iii fiich;^pe£bcles, 
\Ai'tAyerianmpars mn minoiia-tiM, piSen et *Dkit 
1 cannot Uame them. He mhft have aoiheanof 
aditnant ^Who coald hear a let (^ traiton puietf 
up ^th 'vAiexpe^d and undeferved. powEr* -oU 
-tftinAt'by ^n ignoUe, uomanly, and peifidiaus-rc- 
bdlk>nV . treating thor honefi:£dlov dtizens at 
rebelii Iwcaufe they refufixl to iHod themJHvet 
through thdr confdenbe, againft the di^tcs .of 
'cOnfBence itfelf, and had declined to fwear an 
active compliance with their own ruin. Hov 
could a man of common flofh and blood enditn^ 
-that thofe, who but the other day had ikuUgcd 
uhobferred in their andcfaambers, fcomfnUy iiv 
fuhing men, illuftrious in their rank, £icred in 
thrir &ndton, and venerable in th«r diara^er, 
now in dedine of life, and fwimmtng on th^ 
wrecks of their fortunes, that tho£e nu&reanqi 
• ihould 
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fiioild tdl^di «iciL kotvtvS^ sod 4nitiiii0fciil{^ 
■Aet thef hbd robbod chert of afl tkeir pcnpm^i 
lint it it more than caough if they uc sdlevcd 
whkt -vdfi keep tfaem from iiUblute femuie, ib4 
thatidr the reft, they ditift let tlcdr p^ biiaiajf 
over the {liOQgk, ta' tcuke out a kuKy fiih^qwf 
widi the bfaaiir of thnr hand^l hx&t mc^wotf^ 
pAio aobM ehdare to iiear this wiBatimla, fa^ 
fcbt, and ferage de^otiAn called ^herfyt jt^ ^t 
ibfls diflanoe, fitting quietly by Wf Sate, I catniM 
•fioA^wf ^aca and fpeechcs -witlunt iMli^M*' 
^tm, &;ill I dandemn tko& who htve fled &om 
^ie>aii^ fight and hearing of aii thde k<ufP9^ 
^(^ibo'! anan^iiid fa» no title to dcttiaad th^ 
W :flia<^ 'bs laves to thdrguUt and iaWwice i 
«r'tlaa: we Ibondd faTe them in fptbr of ibea^ 
Adwa. Minds, {ore widi the jk^naot faafis^of in> 
Adiad^arouc, filled vith fal^ di&lun. RgaMk Utt 
pride of triaaafiiaiit ba&nefs, often have |t not ki 
vfaeir choice to ftahd -their ground. Thck con»- 
fiiexion (^Wtich m^ht defy the rack) camsot ^ 
tiuidugh fnch :a tuial. Something very h^h wcoA. 
^cnrdfy men to that proofl But when I am drtvea 
4o compiriibn, tavdj 1 cannot hefitate for a )Hk>- 
-Oieet to :preTer to &ch men as are cdntmon, thole 
fecFoes, who, in tiic midft of defpair, po-form 41 
•tiie tdks of hope'i 'ivpho fabdue their feelingis to 
-tiielr duties ; who, 'in the caufe of humanity, li- 
%eifty, and ^honoux^ ahaadon all thieistis&^doQq of 

life, 
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Hfcj'aild ^ery day- incur a frdh riiiiue bf life it- 
'felf. Do me the juftice to betieve that I nevar 
can prefer any faftidious virtue (virtue ftill) to the 
' UDconquered perfeverance, to the afie^ionate pa- 
tience ofthofe who watch day and night, by thd 
bed-fide of thar delirious country, who, for their 
love tti that dear and venerable name, bear all the 
difgUfts, and all the bufiets they receive from their 
ffantiefc inother. Sir, I do look on you as true 
martyrs; I regard you as foldiers who ad: far 
more in the Qiirit of our Commander in chief, 
vbd the Captain of our £dvation, than thofe who 
have left yOu ; though I muft firft bolt myfelf 
very thoroughly, and know that I could do bet- 
. ter, before I can cenfure them. I a0ure you. Sir, 
that, when I confider your unctmqueraUe fidelity 
to your fijvereign, and to your country ; the cou- 
K^, fortitude^ magnanimity, and long-fuffering 
of'yourfelf, and die Ahh6 Maury, and of Mr. Ca^ 
zales, and of mafiy worthy perfons of all orders, 
in your affembly, I forget, in the lullre of thefe 
great qualities, tliat On your fide has been difplay- 
ed an ^eloquence fo rational, manly, and convinc- 
ing, that no time or country, perhaps, has ever 
excelled. But your talents disappear in my ad- 
iniration of your virtues. 

As to Mr. Mounier and Mr. Lally, I have al- 

WfCys wilhed to do jufBce to their parts, and their 

eloquence, and the general purity of their m-jtivee. 

Vol. VI. E . Indeed 
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Indeed I few Very well from the be^hihg, tUe 
' ftjifchiefs whiieh, with all thefe laleiits and goiod 
itotentions, th6y would do thrir coHittryj thro^ 
■ their confidence In ^eins. But tfieir SiStitr^r 
was an epidemiefc mdady. They wcrt yonng And 
ine^»eriettced j and Wheh will yonng atid ineixpt- 
rieneed men learn cAUtion and diftnift of them- 
' felves ? And when will tneto, young or old, l£ &d. 
denly rlifed to far higher power than that which 
abfohite Idngs and emperors commoaly :eiqoy, 
learn any thing like moderation ? MortarcHs in ■ 
general refpeft fome fettled order of thii^, whidi 
they find it (Kfficult to move from its bafis, 'Mid 
to which they are obliged to coafbrm, evtti Viiffa 
there are no pofitive limitations to their poA^. 
Thefe gentlemen conceived that they wete chofen 

■ to new modd the ftate, and even the whdis (wder 

■ of dvil fodety itielf. No wonder that they enta- 
' tained dangerous vifions, when the king's mimf- 

tcTs, truftees for the (acred depofit of the mo- 
narchy, were fo infeded with the cOTit^;ioniof 
projeft and fyftem (I can hariHy thiok it'liAac^ 
premeditated treachery), that thfey pubficfcly ad- 
vertifed fpr plans and fchemes of government, as 
if they were to provide for the rebuildHig of atn 
hofpital that had been burned doWn. What'was 
this, but to unchain the fhry (^ rafii fpeeuladon 
amorigft a people, of itfdf but too apt to be gdlded 
by a heated imagination, and a wild l^Hf- ti' «d- 
-▼cntnre?' The 
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*I!hlt ^ult of Mr.' Mounier and Mr. Lally Was 
>ftry ^eat; but it was very general.. If thofc 
gentlonen fto[^>ed when they came to the brink 
%ff the gulf of guilt and pu^lick mifery, that 
-yawned before them in the abyfs of thefe dark 
and bdttomlels-fp^ulations, I forgive their firft 
■error; in that they were involved with many. 
T%eir rei«ntance.wa8:th«r own. 

They who confider Mounior and Lally as de* 
i&ttets, injuft regard themfelves as murderers and 
■as traitwrs : for from what elfe than murder and 
■t*eafoft -did they defert ? For my part, I honour 
them £or not having carried miftake into cririte. 
■If, indeed, I thought that th?y were not cured by 
fiGKpericnce ; that they were not made fenfible that 
'^ofe who would. reform a ftate, ought to affiune 
^ome adual conftitution of government .winch is 
•to be reformed j if they are not at length latisfied 
^ttttt it'is become a neceflary preliminary to Uberty 
'fai -France, toicommence by the re-cftablifiunait 
■of order andpDoperty oi every kind, through the 
Jr&vfiatdHhnsent of their monarchy, of every otte 
li^ the c^ habitual diftindions and clafles of tbe 
-Itate } if they do jiot fee that thefe claffes are not 
' to be confounded in order to be afterwards re- 
'Vived and -feparated J if they are not convinced 
ithat ^e-.ichcme of parochial and club govern- 
-VUiMifl takes-t^^s ftate.at the wrong end, and is 
'%-ktw.>iLadiibi(fele&).c(nitriyance .(as. making the 
£ a lule 
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fole conftitution of a fupreme power) I fiiould 
then allow, that thdr early raflmefs ought to be 
remembered to the laft moment of thrir lives. 

You gently reprdiend me, becaufe in hokiiBg 
out the picture of your difaftrous fituation, I fu^ 
geft no plan for a remedy. AJas ! Sir, the prc^- 
'fition (^ plans, without an attention to'drcum- 
ftances, is the very caufc of all your misfortunes i 

■ and never fliall you find me aggravating, by the 
infiifion of any fpeculations of mine, the evib 

. which hive arilen from the fpeculations of othas. 
Tour nulady, in this refped, n a diforder c^ re- 
pletion. You feem to think, that my keeping 
back my poor ideas, may ari& from an indi&r- 
ence to the wdfere of a foreign, and f(Mictimcs 

■ an hoftfle nation. No, Sir, I f^fhfuHy ftffure you> 
my referve is owing to no ftich caiifbs. Is this 
letter, fwelled to a fecond bodcj a mark of na- 
tional antipathy,or even of national indifference? I 
ihould oA altc^ther in the ^lirit of the hme cau- 
tion, in a gmilar Aate of our own domefiick affiurs. 

" If I were to venture any advice, in any ca^ it 
■■ would be my he&. The lacred duty of an advtfer 
'{one of the moft inviolable that exifts) woidd lead 
- me, towards a real enemy, to aft as if my beft 
irieiid were the party concerned. But I dare not 
rifquc a fpecuhttioo with no better view of your 
a£Burs than at prefent I can command ; my cau- ' 
tioa is not. from cUlregard, but from fbUdtudef^r 

your 
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yeur welfare. It is fiiggefted fdely from my 
dread of becoming the author of inconliderate 
couhfal. 

k is not, that as this ftrange feries of anions 
has pafied before my eyes, I have not indulged 
ray mind in a great variety of political fpecula- . 
tions concerning them. But compelled by no fuch 
pofitive duty aa does not permit me to erade an 
c^inion i call^ upon by no ruling power, mth- 
out authority as I am, and without confidence, I . 
fliould ill anfwer my own ideas of what would be- 
come myfelf, or what would be fendceable to 
others, if I were, as a volunteer, to obtrude any 
projeft of mine upon a nation, to whofe drcum- 
ftances I could not be fure it might be ^plicable. 

Permit me to iay, that if I were as .confident, 
as I ought' to- be diffident in my own loofe, gene* 
ral ideas, I never ihould venture to broach them, 
if but at twenty leagues difiapce from the centre 
of your aflairs. I muft fee mth my owii eyes, I 
mufi, in a manner, touch with my own hands, 
not only the fixed, but the momentary drcumr 
fiances, before I could venture to fu^ell ^y po- 
litical prqjed whatfoever. ! muft know the power 
and difpofition to zccept, to execute, to perfevere.' 
I muft lee aU the aids, and all the obfiacles. I 
muft fee the means of correfting the plan, where 
correctives would be wanted. I muft fee the 
things ; I muft &e the men. Wlthot); a concur-< 
E 3 rencc 
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rence And adaptation of thefe to the d^l^ tbir- 
very befl: fpecuhtive prc^<^ mi^it becoioe 'net!') 
only ufelefs but mifchievous. Plans muft be:D)3do- 
foF met}. We cannot think of ctakkig" men, and 
biBding nature to our de%ns. Pee^ie atadiih., 
tance muft judge in of men. They do not alwa^ 
ai^wer to their reputation when you approachi - 
them. Nay, the perf|w£live ■varies, and flwM» 
them quite otherwife than you thought them. At ■ 
a (Uftance, if we judge uncertainly of mai> «« 
Dtnft judge worfe of o/fortuaitks, which contiau- 
aJly vary thdr fhapes and colours, and pa6 away 
Uke clouds. The Eaftem poUticiana nerer d» iSf 
thing without the (pinion of the aAfobgers on 
the fortunate mament. They are in the right, if 
th«y can do no better ; for the c^iwoa oi fortune 
is ibmetlung towards commandittg it. Stateliitea 
of a more judicious preference, look, for thflfof- 
tunate moment too ; btit they ieek it, OQt 'm th^ 
conjundions and oppoiitionsof i^anots, but in tho 
conjun^ons and oppofitiona of men iind tluQg^* 
Thefe form their almanack. 

To illuftrate the mifchief of a wift pUn, with- 
out any attention to means and circumA»Rc«i, it 
is not necefiary to go forthcx than to yovc recmt 
hiftory. In tha c^imdition in which Franef was 
found three yews ago, wb»t better fyliwB c^ijlj 
be propofed, what le&, even f^Tovring c/i f^ 
theory, what fitter to pnvndQ £{tr ^ ^ f «^sno 
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%s» ^ilkUft it refprmed all the abufes of govo'n. 
aaenti .th^ the conveiiticui fif t^e ftiitq g^eral f 
I thinly nothing better could be imagined. B\^t I 
V»ve cext^uredj and do fiill prefume to ^qifure 
your parliament of Paris, ffir not (lavisg fug^efi- 
e(t to the IpQg, that this proper n^eafure was of 
^ ine^fures the {noil critK^ aiid arduous ; one 
la which the iitnioft circunirpe^oai vid the 
gre^^dl niiniber of preca^tions, were the vpa^ ab; 
iblut^y peceJIary. The ^ry codfelHon that ^ 
jgt^ver^jQient wants ei^h^ ainend^ent in its coui 
jc>rn;49^p)!ii or relief to great dii^rds, caries tt tq 
lofe half ijts reputation* and as, gr^t a proportioi^ 
of its ftiGBgth ^s depends upon that rep\itation. 
)t was tl^efore neceflary, firft to. put goyernmea( 
out of dang^, whi^ at its o«^ d^fire it fuffere^ 
fuch w operation, as a general reform at the 
^ds of .the;{e \^owa^ ;D\ich more ^ed wit^ 
^ ien^ of the ^^^sde, t}un provided w^^h rational 
l^^fi of a cure. , 

It D^y be ^^, that thi?. iVi^i ?n4 tliffe prec^mr 
tipns, y^e piore ^aC^raUy the duty of the ldng'4 
wnifterp, th^a tfeat of the pajfli^npent. Thfy w^g 
A>; liVit ^ery if^n i^t^l^ ^fwef ^ his fl^matioq 
^r titf ativicc^ he giv^ w^^ he puts th^ f onduf^ 
ef t)iS;^eiaA)reiat9 hgfuls wliq ^e do(^ npt kfO'v^ 
»iUflSccHtehi»i4answgflr#igtatiM4^' Jiit?^ 
^s ftj^r n4|9|Uki^ vepe )^f)t to be trufied ^th the 
tWBgqftfeeft^ifloiyLPchy, pf-iU thc.ftr^f, 
E 4 and 
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aiid of all the dUtindions, and all the property o^ 
the kingdom. What muft be the prudence o£ 
thofe who could think, in the then known tem- 
per of the people of Paris, of affembltDg the ftate* 
at a p ace fituated as Verlailles ? 

The parliament of Paris did worfe than to in- 
fpire this blind confidence into the king. For, a» 
if names were things, they took no notice of (in- 
deed they rather countenanced) the deviationa 
which were manifeft- in the execution, from the 
true antient principles of the plan which they re-, 
commended. Thefe deviations (as guardians erf 
the antient laws, ufages, and conltitutkin of the 
kingdom) the parliament of Paris ought not to 
have fuffcred, ■mthout the fti-ongeft remonftrances 
to the throne. It ought to have ibunded the 
alarm to the whole nation, as it had often done 
on things of infinitely left importance. Under 
pretence of refufcitatiiig the antient conftitution, 
the parliament faw one of the ftrongeft a£ts of in- 
novation, and the moft lea&ig in its confcquences, 
carried into e£fe<9: before thdr eyes ; and an uino^ 
vation through the medium of- dcfpotifm;- that is, 
they fuffered the king's minifteri to new ftiodel 
the whole reprefcntation of thie tifrs etai, and, in 
a great mea&re that of the dei^ too,' and td 
deftroy the antient proportions of the orders. 
Inefe changes, unquefiibnaUy <the king had no 
right to make ; and here the parliament^ fitiled iij 
' ■ thdr. 
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ibax duty, and along with thdr country, hant 
periihed by tlus i^ure. 

What a number of faults have led to this malii 
titude of misfortunes, and almofi; all from this 
one iburce, that of conlidering certain general 
maxims, without attending to drcumflances, to 
times, to j^ces, to conjedures, and to aftorsi 
If we do not attend fcrupulouOy to all thde, the 
medidne of to-day becomes the poifon d to-mor-w 
TOW. If any meafure was in the abftraA better 
than another, it was to call the Hates — £a vi/a/O' 
lus morientibus una. — Cert^nly it had the ai^ieai* 
ance.^ — ^But fee the confequences of not attending 
to critical moments, of not regarding the fymp< 
toms which difcriminate difea&s, and wluch (fi£^ 
tinguiih constitutions, complexions, and humoniSf 

. Maxpierat hoc ipfum exUa iJitrUfque rtfeSi^ 

Ardebant-y ipfiquefiics^ jam martefuba^a, 
Difcljia nudu lai^abant deniibus artta. 

Thus the pc^ioiii wlnCh was ^ven to fireiigthai 
the confiitution, to heal diviiions, and to compose 
the mmds of men, became the fource of debility, 
phrenZy,'difcord, and utter diflblution. 

In thisj perhaps, I have anfwered, I think, an« 
Other, of your qneftions— -Whether the 3ritifli 
confijtutioa \s ad^ed to your drcumftances? 
When I prai&d thsSritifli conjQitudop, and wifhed 
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k'talbpf-vdl^died, I £d not mean Uut.jts.'nl^. 
terior form and pofitive arraxigcmcnt fiiQiUd hs- 
dunc a Jaadd Ibc yoii, or foDany pe<4)l£ feryifely 
tn c(4>y. ; ] memt to recommood li^ prindpUt 
fcoBD vfhickii: Kag grown, and the polipy on which 
h.haa been progrefiivcly improved out of eleoients 
Common to yo^ and to us. I am iure it is no 
▼ffiopapy .theory of mine. It is not an advice th^t 
fut^sdH youi to the hazard of zj^y experiment. J 
baUeved tfaa antient principles to be wife in ^ 
cafes of % large empire that would be fr«e. \ 
thought you poffeiTed our principles in your old 
^usos, in as great a perfecHon as we did origioaUy. 
^ypur fiatcs agreed (as I think they (Ud) with 
ydurcircumftances, they vere bell: fcir you. ^ 
yssa had a conftitutlon formed upon princi^ilas 
fimilar to ours, my idea was, that you might have 
tnapfocvf^ them iA .we ^ve done;, cc^orming 
them tQ thtt ftate and esigend^& of. thetuntSi 9iid 
the condidoD ckf pEopert)F ai your catmtjry^ h^vi^g 
the confervation of that property, and the fub- 
ftailtf^l faoG&af yo«F nuwanthijTvas falRf^«&pbjfiAP 
ib ^ youTi tfefetrnu. . >.'.- v: -. ■> .-i 

: idajidtadrife an hotdie oflords{o-,yQU. T«B7 
antient courie hy< ri^re&ntaiGive^ «£ t^. aoUcA 
(m ydutrfc^^uinfiuafies) .aj^^fir.tP! ipe xVtkac a 
hfttieriinftitu^n. ■ 1/ kaow^ tfai|» wil^ ytni, a &t 
biTsntsk-edxxbk have bct^^^iheiat QutJ^KiaMit 
OislihQBsiafit. ^taa Uiufl, .ttetiifUng;. tffl. thoir 
f~ country, 
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cfifUAttf * an^ 1^4k4 th^n&t^ •wijdii fihck ^Kiit- 
ine[>, that through t^iEf degradation tbey miglM 
altejE^w^ds put themfel'ves above their natural 
eqyals. gome of theff. perfofis have entertiwai 
a prcy?A, t^i ifi r^w^d of rfya thslv Ishck peh ■ 
fidy and ^qjntptioti, th^y rmy be rfiefen to ^e 
rift: to :i new order, a»d to «8abKfe thoinfol*« 
ipto an houfe of lords. Do yo^; tluattJutt, Xffkd/se 
tk$ Bame pf a foitifh e(>aftitutioii, I snean to roi 
cqinni<»id to you lUeh lords, naade of fucb kind 
of ftuff? I do not however include in tfaia de&vip* 
tien all of thofe who are iond of this idqeaie. 
. If you were now to form (ixdi an houfe e# 
peer?, it would bear in my opinion, but Httle re« 
l«mblance to our's in its ori^, charaf^, or th« 
purpo^ which it iiught anfwcr, at the hxac tinu 
tiiat it would deiftroy your true natural nobiH^. 
But if you are not in a condition tq fi^vne aa 
houib of Wxdty fiill le& are y<Hi capable, in my 
ofjlnion, pf framing any thing wluch virtually and 
fvhftantially could be anfwerable (forthia purpo^ 
of % iUble, regular gavorument) to our Ijouie of 
cpramona. That bouie ii, within itfelf, a much' 
mfire fuhtk and avtifieial aambination of parts 
aodpowers, thau p«opl« are gvieraUy a^nureof.' 
What k»ita it to the other oiemhera of the coaftt**- 
tatipn ; what fita it to he at pnce the g[«at fupt^' 
port, and the great comreitt of gaveniment; wjor- 
iAake& it of Jutdi admiratjk. fsrrke ti 4hlt mo- 
mrchy 
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nwchy wMch,if it limits, it fecures and ftrengdienj;"' 
w'o^ require a long diiconrfe, belcMiging to the ■ 
Uifiire ■ofa eontempktive man, not to one whofe^ 
dbty it is to join in communicating pradically to 
tke peoi^e tlie bleflings of fiich a conflitution. 

• Your tiers etat was not in effeft and fuWlance 
ui faoufe of commons* You flood in abfolute need 
rf fomething elfe to fupply the manifeft defefla 
}B fuch a body as your tiers etat. On a fober 
afad difpafltonate view of your old conflitution, as 
contie&ed with all the prefent circumAances, I 
was fully perfuaded, that the crown, ftanding as- 
liungs have flood (and are likely to ftatid, if you 
Me to have any monarchy at aB) was and is inca- 
pable; alpnc and by itfelf, of holding a juft balance 
between; the two orders, afld at the fame time of 
cuffing the intaior and exterior purpofes of a 
ptotedii^ government. I, whofe leading piin- 
dpte itis; in a reformation of the ftate; to make' 
itfe of exifling materials, am of opinion, that the ■ 
n^nrefentation of the clergy, as a fepa?ate order, ' 
was an infUtution which touched all the orders' 
more nearly than any of^thcm touched the otherj 
tfaat-iit wasrwell fitted to conned them; and to' 
h<iM>ff. ^<s^ in any wi& monarchical comiiion-' 
wibkh; r):If il refer you to your cfflglhtl c»)ftitur 
tiqD> andi^tliiiik it, as I do, fubfiantially » good' 
ax^il ?lo.not amufe you in this, more than inr 
ednr)lifkig9,smth.aiiy inventions of- >mme. A- 

",; 'bwii certui^ 
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certalh iirtempcrance of iatelle£t is the tfifeife cff 
-the time, aiid the fource of all its other difealo. 
X win keep myfelf as untainted by it as I can* 
Tour architedis build without a foundation. J 
would readily lend an helptng hand to any fupet- 
.Aru^re, when once this is eSefhially fecured-7 
. but firfi I would fay iot m rw. : 

Tou think, Sir, and you may think rightly, 
. upon the firfl: view of the theory, that to provide 
for the exigencies of an empire, fo lituated and £b 
related as that of France, its king ought to be in- 
vefted with powers very much fuperior to thofc 
: wluch the Idng of England pofiefles under the letf 
. ter of. our conftitution. Every degree of power 
necefiary to the fiate, and not deftru^ve to the 
lational.aod moral freedom of individuals, to that 
. perfcHial liberty, and perfonal fecurity, which con- 
tribute fo much to the vigour, the profperity, the 
. happinels, and the dignity of a nation — every de- 
. gree of power which does not fuppoie the total 
. abfcnce of all controul, and all refponfibility on the 
part of minifters,— a king of France, in common 
ienfe, ought to poilHs. But . whether the exa^t 
roeafure of authority, affignM by the letter cwf the 
. law to the king of Great Britain, can anfwer to 
. the exterior or interior purpofes of the French 
monarchy,, is a point which I cannot venture to 
judge 'upon. Here, both in the .power .givenj and 
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Us fimttations, we have dways cmtioufty 'iMt 
«ur way. The parts of ourconfiitution have gra- 
dually, and dmoil infeniibly, in a long courle of 
time^ accommodated themfdves to each other, 
and to. their common, as 'well as to thcar feparate 
•purpofes. But this adaptation of contending parts, 
at it has not been in onr's, fo it can never be m 
ybur's, or in any country, the effefl: of a ftngte in- 
-^ntaaeotis regulation, and no found' hea^GOvkl 
■ 6Mer think of doing it in that manner. 

I bdkve. Sir; that many on the continent ah»- 
gether miftafce the condition of a king of Grett 
■Britain. He is a real king, and not an wtecutWe 
'officer. If he will not trouble himlelf with con- 
tem^Me details, nor wilh to degrade hjmfdf l^ 
becottiing a party in little fquabbles, Iam'farfro|a 
-fore, thjtt Iking of @reat Britain, in whatever 
concerns him is a king, or indeed as % rationttl 
man, <<rho-combkies-his,publick intA%d with lus 
' peitfonal firtls&^on, does not pofifeft a m*e «^, 
folid, extenfive power, th^ln tbe >klng of France 
■was ipofleded of before this miferable revolution. 
The <3axe& power of the king of Englaixl is con- 
'fideratde. His indirect, and far more cert^ 
power, is great indeed. He Hands in need of nb- 
thong towards dignity ; of nothing towards fftoi- 
dovT; of nothing towards authority ; ofhothillg 
•at all towiards coniideiatkHi abroad* ^Wbtxi '^ffs 
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*«jkG' him' rel^lfedj courtedi or psthl^ «,*«& 
ftaifeiJ in .^ve^-ftite in Eufopfe S ■ - 

•■'■ 1 aincoJiftafttly-df^<t|^ni(>ny"that youf ftatfes^ fe 
tliri^e ofdets^ oh the footing on which they ftddfl 
in 1614, Weire capable of being brought iflW t 
proper and ^ksrmonious combination with tofil 
■auihdrity. This conftitation by eftates> ,*a» thfc 
natural and only juft rqirefentation of FtMid. 
It grew out of the hatMtu^ cMiditlons, rddlloivi}, 
and reciprocal daims of l»en. It gtt*- cmt of ^ 
-drcumftanfcifi of the country, and oiut'of the ft«e 
flf property. The Wretched fcheme Of your pro- 
Jent maifiiers, is not to £t the coiiftitution to die 
people, but wholly to deftfOy conditions, to di£^ 
folve relations, to change ^ ftate of the nadbn, 
■and to fuljvert pf operty, in order to fit their coun- 
try to thek theory of a conftitution. 

' Unta you make otit praAically that grStt frd*^ 
•a combination of oppofing forces," a Work (tf lit- 
^' bour loflg, and endleft prafe," the utmoft caii- 
■tiop ongJtt to have been ufed in the r^uffiddof 
■the royal power, which alone was c^sibfe of hoid- 
•ing together the comparatively heterogeneous ras6 
-of your flfttes. But at this day, all the& eonltdier* 
tations are unfeafonable. To what end fliouM- wfe 
'difcufi the limitations of royal po*ter? Y6\it 
-lang is in prifon. Why Speculate on tHe httSaTiiit 
■and ftandard of liberty ? I doubt nrnrfi, very 
>. much 
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■mmb iiufeed, whe^ier France is u all ripe for K' 
berty on any flandard. Men are qualified Cm* civi( 

Kberty, in exact proportioa to their difpofition to 
{mt moral chams upon their own appetites ; in 
proportion as their love to jufUce is above thdr 
rapadty ; in proportion as their foundnels and fo- 
liriety of underilanding is above thdr vanity and 
|H-efumptioa ; in proportion as they are moredif- 
.pc^d to Uften to the counfels of the wife and good, 
^-preference to the flattery of knaves. Society 
-cannot esiA unlefs a, controlling power upon will 
■and appetite be placed fomewhere, and the left of 
it there- is within, the more there muft be with> 
rOUt. : It is ordained in the eternal conMtution of 
Jthings, that men <^ intemfierate minds cannot be 
,frefr._ /Hicir paflions forge their fetters. 

This ftntence the prevalent part of your coun- 
trymen execpte on themielves. T^ey .po&lled, 
not long flnce, what was next to freedom* a mild 
jpaternal monarchy. They defpifed it for its weak- 
jieft. They were ^offered a well-ppifed free ccHifU- 
tution. It did notfoit their taile or thdr tempe):. 
.Tbey carved for th^mielves ; they flew out; mur- 
dered, robbed, and rebelled. They have fucceed- 
.ed, and put over thdr country an infolent ty- 
ranny, made up of cruel ^d inexorable maften, 
and that too of a defcription hitherto not known 
jnthe world. The powers and polides by which 
they have fucceeded, are not thofe of great fiateC- 

men. 
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men, or great luUita^y commanders, but tlie prac- 
tices of incendiaries, afiaflins, houfebreakers, rob- 
bers, fpreaders of fiilfe news, forgers of falfe or- 
ders from authority, and other delinquencies, of 
which, ordinary juftice takes cognizance. Ac- 
cordingly the fpirit of their rule is exaftly corre- 
^ondent to the means by which they obtained it. 
They aft more in the manner of thieves who have 
got po&flion of an houfe, than of conquerors who 
have fubdued a nation. 

Oppofed to thefe, in appearance, but in appear- 
ance only, is anfrther band, who call themfelves 
the moderate. Thefe, if I conceive fighdy of their 
Cpnduft, are a fet of men who approve heartily 
of the whole new conftitutlon, but wifti to lay- 
heavy (fa the moft atrocious of thofe crimes, ■ by 
which this fine conftitutlon of their's has been ob- 
tained. They are a fort of people who affeiS: to 
proceed as if they thought that men may deceive 
without fraud, rob without injuftice, and over- 
turn every thing without violence. They are men 
who would ufurp the government of thdr country 
with dfcency and moderation. In faft they are 
nothing more or better, than nrien engaged in def- 
perate.defigns, with feeble minds. They are not 
faoneft ; they are only ineSeftual and unfyfie- 
matick in their iniquity. They are pcribns who 
want not the difpofittons, but the energy and vi- 
gour, that is necefi^ry for great evil machinations. 

VoJL. VI. F They 
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Tt?X &?d^*. '^^- fo'^f' elefigiW! they ftft a* bcfta^o 
a ^9ip4ary if^q^ v^ri oxiieis t^fce the placs ajul 
li^(l in. ufijrpatioDj. wli«;h they we sot qwUfied 
^p obtain. PC to. hoI4 Tbey ?Rvy to i^^ otwa, 
panior\a ^he natiiraj feqit pf their tifimee ; they 
yqifi. to njip tijeqi, dow^B vf'iik the hue a»4 <iry of 
W3ii^ifl.4, vhich p»rftic9 «he«: <iQmmo&. ofi^cet} 
Vid.theR h(^ tQ m>*mK kiif>. thw p^^ oi* the 
w<di^ (rf Ibe fchristy with wh#:h they feew ti^eiBH 
felves difpofed to carry on yrhafe ipay fe)^. swii 
I^a^uJ^fele.ip thp mifchievtms. pi-<^^ they gwiiie 

^uG^^ hy tfo^ mAp. haye ho^^ to Jwiov,. asi4 
h«if^,^3fr:ff«-^l^ to go through the Pjecrfafji 
(^afldi of boJdi, wicked. ?Btg:^.i;¥e^, Thgy «« 
]^%fi^aHy; (jaS*^ bdoNK th^. ^sutt^p de&riptwiv aoA 
^ Qoiy ^ uibd biy theio. %. inferior ujStnmuiQta* 
They wHi he oi»ty. thfe, F«irl»xw oS your Cj»mi2^ 
vd]&. Ii{f Uie^ meaxL.boadily, why do.th^QQtt 
ficengthcD th£ ailnis of hooefli m^n, ta infi^in* 
thnr an%ai4 l^;ai» wfe* »adi %e gDv<9««ettt» 
£PKaai to them, in the ffnria^ o£ 17188^ againfe ^ 
inTteations of acaft,.3od the thcones o£ igftomnse 
and folly. ^ I£ thoy do^ not^ they nwflt cpm&uut 
the &orQ o£ both partka.;. IbmetijutM thei tjot^ 
lbtn^iiiie& the incumbcancja of that, wboip. views 
they appnvqe, whoft conxJwS^ hbey decry.' lihofc 
peopfe ^E^ ooty madC'tp. be. th^ ^tcoX ofi tyoaiitfc 
^Kiey osvo'. cau.obtaui,or cc^mnuokate fitcQchn^ 

You 
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You ii& ftK too, whether we have a commltterf 
Of refeflrch. No, Sir,— God forbid! It is the 
neceifai^ inftnirrieH! of tyranny and ttfurpation j 
and therefore I do not wonder that it has had M 
tarty ftffaWiihment under your prefcftt lords. We 
do not w^nt it. 

EiCttfe ttty kngth. I have becrt fortiewhat oc- 
topied fined 1 was honoured with your lettefj 
Bttd I drotrfd not have been abie to anfwer it at 
all, hvi fot the holidays, which have given Ine 
*ieafis of er^oying (he leifure of the country. 1 
shtt cjSki to dutits wHch I am neither able noif 
IcIBing to evadt. I mwfl: foon return to my old 
coftffia With the: cotruptions and oppreffions which 
feaeve prevzfkd in our eaftcm dominions. I taaft 
fUTiW iwyfeff whoHy from thofc of France. 

fit Engl»id, we cannot work fo haffd aS PfeOch- 
Wtfii. FriiquentTcFaxation is ncceffafy to tis. "foxi 
att natuTJilly more intenfe in your application', f ditf 
ftot kttoSV this part of your nation^ chafaifter, unt^ 
I went into France in 1773. Atprefent, thisyouf 
difpofition i& hlXfOt is tdX^ ertcreafed than lef- 
fened.- "in your affembly you do not allOw your- 
felves a recefs even on Sundays. We have two 
days in the week, befides the feftivals j and be 
fide3 five or fix months of the fiimmer and au- 
itlmn. This continued unremitted effort of the 
members of your affembly, I take to be one among 
the caufes of the niifchief they have done. They 
F 3 who 



by Google 



68 LETTER T^ A'I4EMB£n • 

who always labour can have no true judgijfCTit. 
You never give yourfelvts time" to cool. ; You 
can never furyey, from its proper point of fight, 
the work you have linlfhed, before you decree its 
final execution. You can never plan the future 
by the paft. You never go into the country, fo- 
berly and difpaffionately to obferve the effeft o£ 
your meafures on their objeiSs. You cannot feel 
diftinctly how far the people are rendered better 
and improved, or more miferable and depravefl, 
by what you have done. You cannot fee with 
your own eyes the fufferings and afflictions you. 
caufe. You know them but at a_diftancet on the 
fiatements of thofe who always flatter the rdgn- 
ing power, and who, amidft their reprelentations 
of the grievances, inflame your minds againft thofe 
who are oppreffed. Thefe are amongft the efiefts 
of unremitted labour, when, men exhauft their, 
attention, burn out their candles, and are left in 
the dark. — Malo meorum negUgentiam^ quam ijiorum 
ebfcuram diligentiam. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) EDMUND BURKE. 

Beacomjield^ 
January i^th, i-^gi. ' 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



SECOND EDITION. 



THERE are/ome correSlions in this 
EdiiiWy ivhicb tend to render thefenfe lefs obfcure in 
one or two places. The order of the two lafi members 
it al/o changed, and I believe for the better. This 
change was made on the fuggejiion of a very learned 
per/on, to the partiality ofwhofefriendjhip I ewe mucb^ 
to tbefeverity of wbofe judgment I owe more. 
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AN APPEAL, 

AT Mr. Burke's time of life, and in his dif* 
pofitions, pttsre honefiam mijjionem was dl 
be had to do with his political aflbciates. This 
boon they hav? riot chofea to grant him. With 
many expreifions of good-will, in effeft they tdt 
him he has loaded the ftage too long. They con- 
ceive it, though an harfli yet a neccflijry office, in 
full parliament to declare to the prefect age, and 
to as late a pofterity, as Ihall take any concern ia. 
the proceedings of our day, that by one book he 
has difgraced the whole tenour of his life. — Thus 
they difmifs their old partner of the war. He is. 
advifed to .retire, whilft they continue to fervc 
the publick upon wifer principles, and under bet-: 
ter aufpices. 

Whether Diogenes the Cynic was a true philo- 
fopher, cannot eafily be determine^. He has writ- 
ten nothing. But the payings of bis which ara' 
handed down by others, are lively ; and may be 
eafily and aptly applied on many occafions by' 
thofe whofe wit is not fo perfefl as their memory. 
This Diogenes (as every one will recollecl) was 
dtizen 
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dtizcn of a little bleak town fituated on the coaft 
of the Eusine, and expofed to all the buifets of 
that inhofpitable fea. He lived at a great diftance 
from thofe weather-beaten walls, in eafe and indo- 
lence, and in the midft of literary leifure, when he 
was informed that his townfmen had condemned 
him to be banifhed from Sinope ; he anfwered 
cocdly, " And I condemn thetft to Hire in Sifiopt." 
The gentlemen of the party in wKtch Mn Burke 
bas always aded, in paffing upon him the fent^ncA 
of retirement,* have done nothing more thui td 
con&nl the fentence which he had long before 

• Newfpapet intelligence ouglit always to be received with 
fome degree of cautioC. I do not know that the following pa- 
i»gwph is founded on any airtJiority ; biit it comes -witfi an Mt 
eif auCwrity. The paper is profe&dly ia the iniereft of ther mo* 
derti Whigs, and under their diredion. The paragraph is not 
difclumed ori their part. It profcfles to be. thedecifionof thoft 
whom its author calls " the great and firm body of the Whigs 
" of England." Who are the Whigs of a different C6n^(>fi'- 
tlon^ Whkli the proma^tor tif the fenteaeo cotiAdtK at com> 
pi^d of' Stating wid imTettled particfes, I know not, nw whe* 
ther there be any of that d«fcription. The definitive fentean 
of " the great and firm body of the Whigs of England" (u 
this paper gives.it out) is as' follows: 

•* The great and' firm body of the Whigs -of England, tnista 
*»'ifceir principles, ha^-e decided cwi the difpute b«tw«iHB I*r* 
f- Fox Hd Mr. Bnrke ;. atid the fonner is declared to have qmnH 
*' tained the pure doArines by which they are boiaid togfilhor* 
*''and upon which they have invariably afted. The conf*. 
*' quence is, that Mr, Burke retires from parUament."— JWo"«nff 
Cimich, Mai/ n, 179?, 

pafled 
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pa&d iipoo himfelf. When tint retreat was 
choice, wlUch the tribunal of his peers inflid as 
pttnHhiKiitj it b plain he does not think their fen- 
tencc intderaMy fievere. Whether they who arc 
to coirtiaue in the Sinope which Ihortly he is to 
kaTc, will fpend the long years which, I hope, rtf- 
XBMB to them, in a manner more to thdr iatisfac- 
tkin» th%n he Oiail Aide down, in filence and ob*> 
kurtty, the flope of bis dedKning days, is befl 
known to him who meai&ires out year3> and days, 
and fortunea. 

The quality of the fentence does not however 
xkode on the jufHce of it, Aj^jry friendfliip is 
foiiRCtiiiKs 39 bad as cabn enmity. For this rea< 
fon th* ccrfd neutrality of ahftraA juflice, is, to ac 
j^Gtod and clear cauie^ » mor« defirable tiong thai> 
a» afiedioB. liable to be any way difiiirbed. When 
Uk tciaj ia by frienda, if the ded&ja ibaukt hap^ 
pen to be feuouFaWe, the hoQOur of the acquittal 
is lefiened; i£ adveife, the comjenmation is. ex» 
ceedkigly eioJciiAtend> It is aggravated by coming 
ficoBX iips pFo&fliiig friendflup, and ppoopundn^ 
jwi%nKnt with ibrrow and rdo&axice. Taking in. 
tixe wlNcdc view o£ li£i, it is more ia£e tolivc ud*- 
da the juofdiclion of feverc but iieady reafon^ 
thut under tbc eaqfors of indn%ait, but capri*- 
cioits paffioo. It is certainly wcdli far Mr, Buxka 
thfld: there ace ImpartiaL hibd. kh the world. Tq'i 
f bem I addrds myfilfl, pending tjic appeal which. 

PA 



by Google 



jfi APPEAL FROM THE KEW 

on his part is made from the living to the -Aeadi 
from the modern Whigs to the antient. ' 

The gentlemen who, in the name of the party^ 
have paffed fentence on Mr. Burke's book, in the 
light of Kterary criticifm are judges above all chal- 
lenge. He did not indeed flatter himfelf, that as ■ 
a writer, he could claim the approbation of men 
whofe talents, in his judgment and in the publick 
jui%ment» approach td prodigies; if ever fuch 
perfons fliould be diipofed to eftimate the merit 
t)f a compofition upon the ftandard of their owiv 
ability. 

In their critical cenfure, though Mr. Burke may 
find himfelf humbled by it as a writer, as a man 
and as an Englifliman, he finds matter nor only of 
aonfolation, but of pride. He propofed to convey 
to a foreign people, not his own ideas, but the 
prevalent opinions and fentiments of a nation, re- 
nowned for wifdom, and celebrated in all ages fiDF 
a well underftood and well regulated love of free- 
dom. This was the avowed purjwfe of the far 
greater part pf his work. As that work has not- 
been ill received, and as his criticks wiii not only . 
admit but contend, that this reception could not 
be owing to any excellence in the con^ofition ca- 
pable of perverting the puWick judgment, it is 
dear that he is not difavowed by the nation whofc 
fentiments he had undertaken to defcribe. His re- 
prefentation is authenticated by the verdict:of his. 
country. 
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countiy. ' Had his piece, as a work of (kill, been 
thought worthy of commendation, fome doubt 
might have been entertained of the caufe of his 
fuccefe. But the matter ftands exaftly as he wiflies 
it. He is more happy to have his fiddity in repre- 
ftntation recognized by the body of the people^ 
than if he vi-ure to be ranked in point of ability 
(and higher he could, not be ranked) with thofc 
whofe critital cenfure he has had the misfortune to 
incur. 

f It is^notfrom this part of their decifion which 
the author wiflids an appeal. There -are ' things 
Itfhich /touch him more nearly. To abandon them 
would argue, not diSidence in his abilities, but 
treachery to his caufe. Had his work been recog- ■ 
nized as a pattern for dexterous argumeftt, and 
powerful eloquence, yet if it tended to eftablifli 
maxims, or to infpire fentiments, adverfe to the 
wife and free conftitution of this kingdom, he 
would only have caufe to lament, that it poffeffed 
qualities fitted to perpetuate the memory of his 
offence. Oblivion would be the only means of 
his efcaping the reproaches of pofterity. But, af- 
ter receiving the common allowance due to the 
common weaknefs of man, he wilhes to owe no 
part of the indulgence of the world to its forget, 
fulnefs. He is at iffue with the party, before the 
prefenr, and if ever he caii- reach it, before the 
coming ^ener^tion. : , . ; ■ - 

The 
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The avthor, fcveral months previous to trig pub^ 
Ucation^ well knew, thit two gentlemen, both <tf 
them polT^M of tbe moft diftinguiflied al^tiesi 
and of a moft decifive authority in the party, had 
diS^-ed with him in. one <^ the moft maeerkf 
pointy relative to the-Frcnch lerc^Ddon } that is 
in their opioion of the behariour of the Frtttdt 
foldiery, and its rcvc^ from its officers. At thd 
time of their pubEck dedataiHoir on tim Ifufije^, 
he did not imagine the opinion of thefa' (wt> 
geailaneri bad exteDded a great waiy bdycmd 
themfelvos. He was> however well awave df ike 
|Hobabi^y, that perfbns of their jufit credk and 
kiAieace would at IcngiLds^pc^eche grea«r nwa- 
.bef. to afi agreement with thdr fentimetiEs ; »Rd 
perhai^s might isduee .the whole ttody to a^ taci4 
acquideeace in their dedaiatiioiis, Quder ai AaCUTEd^ 
and not always an. impeopet diflike of ftewing « 
difference with, thofr who taad «h«r pwty. I trilT 
not deny, that in ^snesat this eeivdoS: in' psrtieS 
19 de&niible j. but witbdn what limits: the ppaMeif 
is to be eiecttntfcribed, and with< «^U! except^odtf 
t^ dodirine which ftqiports it a to be received^ 
it 18 n»t my prcfeirt |mi^io& txv define'. Tfee pw» 
feat queftioa' ha». nothjn^tai dfr with fhieii< itlEf^ 
tive»^ it only xegacda. the puidfdli ocpveOien- of 
thciF &ntimeiit34 

The author is conpcfied:,. however tehi0:s&.&ff. 
to receive the Sentence pronounced' upon lam Mt 

the 
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the haafic of commons aa that of tbe party. It 
proceeded from the mouth of him who muft bo 
r^arded as its authentick orgui. In a difcuffion 
which continued for two days, no one gentleman 
c^ the oppoiuion interpo&d a negative, or even a 
doubt, ia &voar of him or of his opinlona. If an 
id^ ct^i&nant to the doctrine of his book, or &b- 
vouiable to his conduA, hirka in the minds of any 
pfflfona in that deicription, it is to be confidered 
only as a peculiarity whkh ^ey indulge to theis 
owa private Hberty of thinking. The author can- 
not reckon upon iL It has nothing to do with 
Utem as members of a party. In their puhlick ca- 
p^dty, in every thing that meets the publick ear, 
er puUick eye, the body muft be conliileiied as 
UKUiimouSi 

They muJi have been animated with a veiy 
waiTu zeal againA: thofe opinions, becauic thsy 
veerc under no. neceffity of a^ng as they ^A, from 
any juft cau& of apprebenfion that the errors of 
riiiswriber ffaouhlbe taken for theirs. They saighc 
dj&fftcoTe ; it vas not neceflary they JbouU </^ 
muw him, as. they have done in. tliewhc^ andin 
aU tJte parts of his book » Waufe nether ia tho 
whole nor in any (rf the parte, were they, direflly, 
or by. aayi im^ation, involved. The author waa 
Jtnownr indeed to have been ^^annly>,. firenuouily^ 
4Rdi 4ffs3ifmaHiy, a^^fl aU^ allurements ofambio 
tiov, a^ji, aU i^pliibi^ «l alienatiooi. £cam pride. 



by Google 



86 APPEAL FROM TKE n£W 

or perfonal pique, or peevifli jealoufy, attached tif 
the Whig party. With one of them he has had 
2 long friendfliip, which he muft ever remember 
with a melancholy pleafure. To the great, real, 
and amiable virtues, and to the unequalled abili-» 
lies of that gentleman, he Ihall always join with- 
his country in paying a juft tribute of applaufe- 
There are others in that party for whom, without 
any Ihade of ibrrow, he bears as high a degree of 
love as can enter inte the human heart ; and as 
much veneration as ought to be paid to human 
creatures; becaufe he firmly believes, that they 
are endowed with as many and as great virtues,* 
as the nature of man is capable of producing, 
joined to great dearneis of intellefl:, to a juft judgj 
ment, to a wonderful temper, and to true wi£doin. 
His fentiments with regard to them can never 
vary, without fubjeAing him to the juft indigna-* 
tion of mankind, who are bound, and are gene- 
rally difpofed, to look up with reverence to the. 
beft patterns of their fpecies, and fuch as give a 
dignity to the nature of which we all participate. 
For the whole of the party he. has hi^ refped:. 
Upon a view indeed of the compofition of aU 
parties, he finds great fatisfaftion. It is, that in 
leaving the fervice of his country, he leaves parlia- 
-ment without, all comparifon ridier in abilities 
than he found it. Very folid and very brillianC 
talents difiinguiih the i&inifterial benches. The 
oppofite 
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oppoiite rows are a fort of feminary of 'gioiiiUf 
and have brought forth fuch and fo great talents 
as never before (amoogft us at leaft) have appear- 
ed together. If their owners are difpofed to ferve 
their country, (he truiis they are) they are in a 
condition lo render it fervices of the higheft im- 
portance. If, throu^ miAake or paffion, they are 
led to contribute to its ruin, we Ihall at leaft have 
a confolation denied to the ruined country that 
adjoins us — we Ihall not be deftroyed by men of 
mean or fecondary capacities. 

All thefe confidnations of party att^Jmient^ of 
perfpnal regard, and of perfonal admiration, rea-' 
dered the author of the Refle£Uons extremely 
cautious, left the flighteft fufpidon fiiouid arife of 
his haying undertaken to exprcls the fentimenta ■ 
even of a fingle man of that defcription. His 
words at the outfet of his.Refle£Uons are thef^ : 

. ** In the firft letter I- had the honour to write 
** to.you, and which at length I fend, I wrote.nei- 
** ther/er, nor from any defcription of men ; nor 
** fiiall I in this. My errors, if any, are my aim. 
*' My reputation alone is to anfwer for them." 
lu another place, he fiys (p. 126.) "I have tw 
" man's prosy. I fpeak o/ily from nvjfelf\ when I 
** di£cMm, as I do, with all poffible earneftnefs, 
*' all communion with the aftors in that triumph, 
** or with the admirers of it. When I affert any 
"'* thing elfe, as concerning the people of England, 
* I fpeak from obfervatlon, not from authority " 

Vol. VI. G To 
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' Td iky then, that tlrt iMxflt'did ntrt tbhtJto tfifc 
■fentitn<tflts of tddir party, is not to contracBa'the 
"author, or to clear thohrfavra. !f the J>ftrty had 
denied his ttoftrines to be the ctlrrent opinibtts cJf 
^ht mtgor&y in the nation, they wdn!d have put 
the qtreftion on its true iflut. There, 1 hope and 
Ijdieve, his tfebftiTers will find on the trial, thM 
the aaiSittr !s as feidifid a reprefentative of the ge- 
liWal fchtrftient of the people of Enj^nd, as any 
'fierfbn attioftgft thetn can be of the ideas of hi^ 
own party. 

The French revolution can hive tto connexion 
"tvith the dbjefts of any partits in Enghnd fdrtneij, 
before Ac period of liiat .dvcnt, Tinlels they dtooft 
to irnitate any of Its afts, or to con&Kdate any 
■prindples of that revolution -with their own opr- 
nions. T\s French revolution is no part of theit 
original contraft. llie matter, ftandmgbyitfeff, 
is an open ftA^cft of politick difcuffion, like all the 
Other revolatiorts (and there are many) which 
have befcn attempted or accompliihed in our age. 
But if any confiderable number ofBritrflifubjedls, 
titdng a faAious intfereft in the proceedings of 
Trance, be^ pnbUckly to incorporate themfelvra 
for the fubverfion of nothing Ihort of the -ajbole 
■conftitutTon of this lirngdom j to mcorporate 
themfiives for Ae utter ovcrtiirow of the body 
fy£ its laws, civil and ecclefiaftical, and with Aem 
of the whole lyftem of its manntrs, in favour of 
the new conftitntion, and of -the inodem uf^es 

of 
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•f the FVcttdi oatioa, I think no party pTiad[de 
cDidd biod -the author not to csfteis bis fenti- 
mcBts fivon^y agaiofi £Lch a £idtion. On the 
contrary, he was perhaps bound to mark his dif- 
fent, when the leaders of the party were daily 
going out of their way to make pubUck declara- 
tjioi^ in parUiunent, which, notwithfianding the 
purity of thmr intentions, had a tendency to «i- 
cour^ ifl^defigung men in their pra&ices againft 
our confiiaution. 

Hie membets of this iafliw leave no doubt of 
the nature and the-e^eat of thenifchief ihey meaa 
to produce. They declare it openly and dedfively. 
Thar intentions are not left equivocal. They, are 
. {HitoQtof all-difpttte by the Uianks which, formally 
and as k w«re a£d2%, they ifiiie, in order to re- 
commend, and to promote the circulation of the 
mo& atrodoui and trcafonal^ libels, againft jXl 
(he hitherto cher^ed objeds of the love and ve- 
nerafi<Mi of this p«c^. Is it contrary to the duty 
<rf a good fntgeft, to rq;)roabte fuch proceedings.? 
fe it alien to the office of a good member of par- 
fiament, when fuch pradices encreafe, and when 
the audacity of the confjMrators grows with their 
.ffiipBnity, to point out in his place their evil tend- 
■wicy to the happy conftitution which he is chofen 
to guard ? Is it wrong in any fenfe, to render 
-the peOf^ of England fenfible how much they 
:rouft iiit&r If unfortunately fuch a wicked fa^on 
Ga fliould 
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fliould become poffd^ in, this country of the 
fame power which thdr aHies in the very next to 
us have fo perfidioufly ufurped, and fo outrage- 
oufly abufed ? Is it inhuman to prevent, if pof- 
fible» the fpilHng their blood, or imprudent to guard 
againft the efiuiion of »ur own / Is it contrary to 
any «f the honeft principles of party, or repli- 
cant to any of the known duties of iriendflup 
for any fen^tor, refpefUiiUy, and amicably^ to 
caution his brother members agunft countenan- 
dng by inconfiderate expreffions a £>rt of proceed- 
ing which it is impoffiUe they ihould deliberately 
approve ? 

He had undertaken to demonfirate, by argu- 
ments which he thought could not be refuted, 
and by documents, which he was fure could not 
be denied, that no comparifon was to be made 
between the Britiih government and the French 
ufurpation. — That they who endeavoured madly 
to compare them, were by no means making the 
comparifon of one good fyfiem with another good 
fyftem, which varied only in local and circumftan- 
tial differences ; much lefs, that they were hold- 
ing out to us a fuperior pattern of legal liberty, 
which we -might fubfiitute in the place of our old, 
and, as they defcribe it, fuperannuated conftitu* 
tion. He meant to demonfirate, that the French 
fcheme was not a comparative good, but a poli- 
tive evil. — ^That the queilion did not at all turn. 
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is it had been ftated, on a parallel between a mo- 
narchy and a republick. He denied tbat the pre- 
fent fcheme of things in France, did at all deferve 
the reTpe^Ue name of a republick : he had there- 
fore; DO comparifoD between monarchies and re- 
publicks to make, — ^That what was done in France 
was a wHd attempt to methodize anarchy ; to 
perpetuate and fix diforder. Tbat it was a foul, 
impious, monftrous thing, wholly out of the courfe 
of moral nature. He undertook to prove, that it 
was generated in treachery, fraud, wifehood, by- 
pocrify, and unprovoked murder. — He offered to 
make out, that thofe who have led in that bufi- 
nels, had conduced themfelves with the utmofl 
perfidy to their colleagues in fun^on, and with 
the moft flagrant perjury both towards their king 
and thdr conAituents ; to the one of whom the 
affembly had fworn fealty, and to the other, when 
under no fort of violence or conftraint, they had 
fwom a full obedience to inftrucHons. — That by 
the terror of aflMination, they had driven away a_ 
very great number of the members, fo as to pro- 
duce a falfe appearance t^ a majority.— That this 
fictitious majority had fabricated a confiitution, 
which, as now it fiands, is a tyranny far beyond 
any example that can be found in the civilized 
European world of our age ; that therefore the 
lovers of it muft be lovers, not of liberty, but, if 
G 3 they 
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they really underfiaod-its nature, of tiib teiteA 
and bafeft of all fervitude. 

He propofed to prove, that the prefent ftate of 
things in Fran£e is not a tranfient eVtl, pfodttc* 
tiv^e, as fome have too favourably reprcfented if, - 
of a lafiing good; but that the prefent eVil u 
only the means of producing future, iAd (if that 
Were pofiible) worfe evils.-^That it is not, an un* 
dlgcAed, imperfefl, and crude icheme of Ub(irty» 
trlrichmay gradually be meUowod and ripened' 
into an orderly and foetal ireedom ; but that it it 
fo fundamentally wrong, as to be- utterly inca- 
pable of correftJng itfelf by aiiy length of time, or 
of being formed into any mode. of pcdity, of 
which a member of the houfe of commons could 
publickly declare his approbation. 

If it had been permitted to Mr. Burke, he 
woiild have fhewn di&in<^y, and in detail, that 
tvhat the afiemUy calling itfelf national, had held 
Out as a large and Hberal toleratiohj Is in rcaUty 
& <:ruet and infidious rdi^^ous p^etution ; in& 
nitdy more bitter than any *hich had been heard 
of within this century. — That it bad a feature th 
ifworfethan the old perfecutions. — ^That the old 
perfecutors afted, or pretended to aft, from ztal 
towards fome fyftem of foety arid virtue : they 
gave firong preferences to their oWd ; aod if they 
drove people from one reli^dn, they provided foit 
them 
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aad expert coniblatlpAm-Tt^t their asv p^rlecu- 
tion is not ng^ft » yafjfty id ?onfripn(K, but 
i^aiaft %I1 cQi^eiiK;^. 'IVt it pjrpfe^^ ccuitcn^pc 
towards- its object ; and vhUil it treaty hU. ic%^oa 
with fcarn, 19 not £» mu(^ as psMU^l 9t>«ut th« 
nodes i It i^nit^ the oppofit^ evilf of intokiancf 
and of iadi^^ocp. 

He could kvc pFove4, thait it is fq £ur liom re* 
je^itg teils (aa un»ccoui>ta^y Iiad been ailertsd^ 
th^ th^ a^embly had iippofed tdb of a pecuH^f 
hardihJp, arifiqg fi-om i^ czud ;^id premeditate^ 
pecuniary &^ud : t^s aga^nfi old priiiciples> £incr 
tioned by the laws, and ]HndiQg ^pon the con^- 
ence. — That theTe t^ were not impofed as titles 
to iame n^tr hpnour or (ofnp nevf benefit, but to 
enable moa to h(^<j d. poor con::\pealation for their 
Jcgal eftates, of which they had been unjufily der 
prived i ^d» ^fi they had before been reduced 
from ftStuencie to indigency, fp pp refii^ to fwear 
agamft th^ confcience, (hey ^e qow driven from 
indigence tp £uniae, vid treated wi^h every pof* 
fibk degree of outrage, infult, afid iphumaaity.— - 
That thefi; tefts, which their imgor^s well knew 
would not be taken, Were intended for the very 
purpt^e of cheating their miferable vidims out of 
the compen&tiQn which the tyranjuck impoftor^ 
of the aflemUy had pneviouily and purpofely ren* 
G4 dered 
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dered the puUidc unable to pay. That thus thdr 
ultimate violence arofe from thdr or^;inat.fraud. 
Jie would have Ihewn that the universal' peace 
and concord amongft nations, which thefe com- 
mon enemies to muikind had held out with the 
Jame fraudulent ends aiid pretences with which 
they had uniformly conducted every part of thdr 
proceeding, was a coarie and chimfy deception, 
unworthy to be propofed as an exaro[de, by an 
informed and fagacious Britifli fenator, to any 
other country. — That feir from peace wid good- 
will to men, they meditated war againft all other 
governments ; and propolnl fyftematically to ex* 
dte in them all the very worft kind of feditions, 
in order to lead to their cwnmon deftruffion.— 
That they had difcovered, in the few inftances in 
which they have hitherto had the power of dif- 
covering it, (as at Avignon, and in the Comtat, 
at Cavailhon and at Carpentras) in what a lavage 
manner they mean to condu^ the Editions and 
wars they have planned againft their neighbours 
for the fake of putting themielves at the head of 
a confederation of repubHcks as wild and.^ui mif- 
chievous as their own. He would have ihewn in 
what manner that wicked fcfaeme was carried on in 
thofe places, without being diredly either owned or 
difdumed, in hopes that the undone peop^ ihould 
at length be obliged to fly tq tbear tyrannick pro- 
teftion. 
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te^OB, u Ibme fort of rdbge from At^x barba- 
rous and treacherous hofliUty. HcwoiUd have 
fliewn frcnn thc^ examples, that neitber this nor 
any other fodety could be in Ctfety as long as fudi 
a puUick enemy was in a condition to continue di- 
redly or mdire&ly fucfa prai^ces againft itspeace. 
— That Great Britmi was a principal ot^ed cf 
their machinaticHis ; and that they bad begun by 
eftabUflung correfpondences, communicadons, and 
a fort of federal union with the £i^ous here. — 
That no pra^cal enjoyment of a thing fo imper- 
fect and precarious, as human bs^pinels muft be, 
even under the very beft of government, could be 
a fecurity fer the exiftence of thefe governments, 
during the prevalence of the prindples of France, 
prop;^ed from that grand Jchool of evety dif< 
order, and every vice. 

He was prepared to ihew the madnels of thdr 
declaration of the pretended rights of man j the 
cbildiih futility of ibme of their maxims; the 
grols and ftupUl abfurdity, and the palpable ialiity 
of oth«^ ; and the mi&hievous tendency of all 
fuch declarations to the wellbdog <^ men an4 of 
citizens, and to the iafety and profperity of every 
juft commonwealth. He was prepared to fbsw 
that, in their conduA, the aJTembly had dire^y 
violated not only every found principle of govern- 
ment, but every one, without exception, of tbar 
own &lfe or Aitik maxims; and. indeed every 
, rule 
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ovrai (&odioiu ; 

Ina Wia-d^.lK.WBB rea^ to Huv^.tkaCltofe 
who could, after iudi » ig3it and 6iu: espoiom, 
contimic to countemocc tiu Ftddc^ .in&iBfy, 
msv tttt mifiiiken ^lotiticEbis, but hadxraip » but 
he thought that in this cafitv 3t in many others, 
ignaraDce had been the ctu& of admiiatkuu 

Thefe are ftraag ^Sertmaa. They loqqgrBdilrong 
proc^. The member who taid dcrvm ihcfe . poli> 
doBS was.and « rcad^ to give, in his fdaoa, to 
each pofitioa docifiTe eridcaice, comfpondei)t to 
the nature and quality o£ the feveral.a&i^tians. 
. fa) order to judge on the pix^rittyaFt^uaioteiv 
rufxiosi given to Mr> Bn^ke, in his ^)ecdi in the 
oomnilitee of the Quebec, bill^ -it is neatl^^ tq 
enquire, firft, whether, on geacr^ principleB, fas 
ought to have been fuAend'to ftiyre his auc- 
tions f Secondty, whether the fiffw he had du£m 
was fo very unfeafonable M to m^ hie t^itraik 
Htf a parliametituy right produdiv^'af 'ill- efiecia 
oA Us frijmds or his country.? Hundlyt whsther 
tits opinions ddivered in his bocdc, und which he 
had beif^o to eaipatlittfi vpon th&t dayi were in 
ooncradlf^n to his former prhic^iles, and inoon* 
ftftent with the general tenor of his puhlick con- 

dua? 

Thery vfbo Iww made doquant panegyriclu en 
the Preach »ev<riutioii, and wk) think a &ee di^ 

■ •' ' cuffion 
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tuffioa S6 wry aiivtatdgeoua iA every iafi^ and 
iifldof every drcumAance, ought not, in my ofi- 
pkmy to haye prevented their ealcigies from being 
fried on the teft of fkdt. ff thoir paaeg^ck had 
beett xnfwered mth an invc^lve (bating the dif* 
ference in point <^ eloquence) (he one would have 
been as good as the other : that ia* they would 
both of them have been good for nothing. The 
panegyrick and the fatire ought to be ftffered to 
go to trial ; and that which fbrinks from it, muft 
be contented to fland at befl as a ttocc declaina» 
ticm. 

I do not think Mr. Bttrke was Wrong in the 
conrie he took. iThat which fbemed to be recom- 
niended to him by Mr. Pitt, was rather to extol 
the En^ifh conftitutiom, than to attack the Frendu 
I do not determine what woidd be bsft for Mr. 
JKtt to do in his litaaticm. I do not deny that it 
tnay have good reafons for his reierve. Perhapi 
they mi^t have b^n as good for a fimilar r» 
ferve on the part of Mr. Fox, if hit zeal had fuf^ 
fered him to lifien to them. Sut there were no 
motivss of miniflerial prudence, or o£ that pru- 
dence which ought to guide k man perh^ on tb« 
eve of being minifter, to reffa^n the author of the 
Reflections. He is in no office under the crown j 
he is not the organ of any party. 

The excellencies of the Britifli conftitution had. 
already exerdfed and exhaufted the talents of the 

beft 
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beft tKliiken,'and the moft eloquent writers 'and 
^eakers, that the world ever iaw. But in the 
prefent'cale, a fyftem declared to be far better, 
and which certainly is much newer (to reftlefe 
and unfiable minds no fmall recwnniendation) 
was hdd out to the admiration of the good peo- 
ple (tf England. In that cafe, it was furely pro- 
per for thofe, who had far other thoughts of the 
iVench conftitution, to fcnitinize that plan which 
has been recommended to our imitation by adive 
and zealous felons, at home and abroad. Our 
comple»on is fuch, that we are palled with en> 
joyment, and Simulated with hope ; that we be- 
ixmtc Ids £enfible to a long-poflefled benefit, from 
ths very circumflance that it is become habitual. 
Specious, untried, ambiguous profpe^ of new ad- 
vantage recomftiend themfelves to the fpirit c^ 
^Tchture, wMch more of lefs prevails In every 
mind. From this temper, men, and &<^ons, and 
nations too,- have iacrificed the good, of which 
they had been in aifured poffcfiion, in &vour of 
wild and irrational expectations. What fllould 
liinder Mr. Burke, if he thought this temper 
Hkdy, at 6ne time or other, to prevail in out 
country, from expoiing to a multitude, eager to 
game, the &Ue calculations' of this lottery of 
fraud ? 

Z allbw,' as I ought to do, for the eflulions 
.wluch come from ^general zeal for liberty. This 
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is to be indulged, and even to be encour^edi at 
long u the queftion is geiteral. An orator, above 
all men, ought to be allowed a full and free uie of 
the praife of liberty. A common place in fa^wvc 
of fiavery and tyranny delivered to a pc^nilat 
afiembly, would indeed be a bold defiance to aQ 
the principles of rhetorick. But in a queftion 
whether any particular coniUtution is or is not % 
plan of rational liberty, this kind of rhetorical 
flouriih in favour of freedom in general, is funiy 
a little out of its place. It is virtually a begging 
of the queftion. It is a fong of triufnphi before 
the batUe. 

*' But Mr. Fox docs not make the panegyiick 
** of the new conflitution ; it is the deftru£U<m 
" only pf the abfolute monarchy he commends." 
When that namelefs thing which has been latdy 
fet up in France was defcribed as '* the moft flu- 
" pendous and glorious edifice of liberty* which 
'' had been trzdced on the foundation of human 
" integrity in any time or country," it might at 
firft have led the hearer into an opinion, that the 
conftru£l;ion of the new fabri(;k was an objed of 
admiration, as well as the demolition of the old. 
Mr. Fox, however, has explained himfdf ; and it 
would be too like that captious and caviUing li»> 
rit, which I fo perfeAly deteft, if I ^erc to pan 
down the language of an eloquent and ardent 
mlndi to the pun^Uious exa^taels of a pleader. 
Then 
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Htm lib-. Tox did not mean to a^and that 
ttHM^ous tlting, whidi, by the courtefy of France, 
they cafl a conftkiititm. I eaiUy believe it. Fat 
irom SMriting the praifes of a great genius fike 
lb.' Pofc, it cannot be approved by any nan of 
Minmon (eak, ot common information. He can- 
not- adviire the change c^oae piece of barbari&a 
for another, and a worfe. He cannot rgmce at 
tiw -dditrudion gS a monarchy, mitigated by maUi- 
«e(C, r«fpe^ul to laws and u&ges, uid attentive, 
ptrhj^ but too attentive to pu^Uck (pinion, in fa- 
vour of the^^nny of a licentious, ferodous, and 
lavage multitude, without laws, manners, or mo- 
tals^^and which fb ht from refpei^g the general 
OnA ci£ mankind, infolently endeavours to ^ter 
all t&e princi[des ^d opinions, which have hither- 
to guided and contained the world, and to force 
them into a con&x-iDity to thek views and adions. 
ills mind is made to better things. 
' That aman ihould rejoice and triun^^ in the 
deibiii^tion of an abfolute monarchy ; that in fuch 
an event he Ihould overlook the captivity, dit 
grace, and degiadati<m of an unfortunate prince,' 
and the continual danger to a life which esalb 
<HiIy tO' be endangered j that he Ihould overlook 
^ Utter Tuin of wh(^e cH-ders and daifes of men, 
extending if f^f ^ireftly, or in i^ near^ confe- 
queaces, to at le^ a million of our kind, aoid t« 
at teaft the temponuy wretchedne^ of an whole 
community. 
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-tfbramtmity^'ldbnotdeii^bibe infeiDe'iart oa. 
-tutal t becauTe, ivhen'tftopl^ &e ■, poUuc^ ot^a^ 
^hkh th«y< ftn3etiti(^ deSre, iKR ' ia one poinx ttf 
vkw, they ave a^ itxi^emely to p&ilixte» or undw- 
TE»r' the -et^s iwbidi may irtfe in dbtandn^ ft. 
l^fr M -iio- ridfledtictt on the huroabityof tfadfe 
^epf<»is. TWlr gooti-mture i am tlie laft man tA 
4iiie '-vt^\i «o tlifpute. tt ondy-iliovvs that 'they are 
3K}C ifofioiefltty iaf(»ttted, «r fii$cieiitly conSdtX' 
Ate. -Whcn'olitfycaiite to reJBeft ferioufly onite 
1:Tanfa^n,«li<y<wl£]tfamk thsmf^reB IxMnul tA 
-examuie what the obje^ iittxax hosbden-acquirefl. 
^y afl this ltav<)$d£. Tbeiy will hardly -a&rt that 
tke idcAnK^Aft of an abfi^temonart^iB admg 
^ood io ittdft wkhout any ^<^t of r<f(7e»ce to die 
ajstecedent ftate of things, or to confeqaeocOi 
vtlich FcCnit from the change ^, wkhout any con- 
-fideration whether «nder its andent n^acouBi- 
try -VTMj to a cen£^able dtegroe, flburi&mg.and 
|)0pulotH, highly cult^ated, and higMy commer- 
cial } and whether, under tbatfdofnumioia, thov^ 
.peiibnal fiberty JMd iMien precarious and in^Knre^ 
propatyitt kali; was ever "vodaited. Theycannet 
taJce the tnoiral Empathies ' of the human imnd 
along with thetn, in ^ftractions fqiarated irom 
the 'good or evil condition of the flate, from >Uit 
■qu^ty ■oi ictmtis, and >the dhara&er -of the aSoTB. 
N6ne «f uS'<)ove a^olute and uncotttn^ed' mo- 
'Aardiy.;^ut ve coudd not fgoioff at the'fa&nngB 

of 
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of a A&rcus Aiirelius, or a Tnjan, who were ab- 
Sohxts monarchs, as we do when Nero U con- 
demned by the fenate to be puniflied mere majo- 
rem : Nor when that monfter was obliged to fly 
with, his wife Spqru3, and to drink pu^e, were 
mea affe^led in the iame manner, as when the 
▼oierable GaUu, with aU his £MiIts and errors, 
was miirdercd by a revolted mercenary fbkliery. 
With fudi things before our eyec our feelings 
cOttratfid our theories ; and when tUs is the cafe, 
the fe^ngsuvtne, and the theory it lalle. What 
I contend for is, that in commeniding the de- 
ftru£tion of an abfolute monarchy, all the circum- 
fielncet ou^t not to be wholly overlooked, as 
confider^ons fit only for (hallow and fuperfidal 
minds. 

The fubv^fion of a government, to de£erve ai)y 
{HTUifc, mufi be confidered but as a Hep prepara- 
tory to the formation of fomething better, either 
fn the fcheme' of the gownment itfelf, or in the 
perfons who adminifier in it, or in both. Thcfe 
events cannot in reafoa be feparated. For inftance, 
when we praife nur revolution of 1688, though 
the nation, in that a&, was on the defeniive, and 
was juftified in incurring aU the evils of a defen- 
five war, we do not reft there. We always com- 
Irine mth the fubverfion of the old government 
the happy, fettlement which followed. When we 
eftSmatetbat revolution, we mean to comprehend 
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tn our calculation both- the value of the thing 
parted with, and the vahie of the thing; receiTed 
in exchange. - - 

The burthen of proof lies heavily on thole who 
tear to pieces the whole frame and contexture of 
their country, that they could find no other wiy 
of fettling a government fit to obtain its rational 
ends, exc^t that which they have purftwd by 
means unfavourable to all the prefent happioefs f^ 
millions of peopU, and to the utter niin of ierend 
hundreds of thovfands. In thdr political arrange 
ments, men have no right to put the well-beiag 
of the prefent generation wholly out of the ques- 
tion. Perhaps the only mani truft with any car- 
tunty in our hands, is the care of our -own time* 
With regard to futurity, we are to treat it like a 
ward. We are not fo to attempt an improvement 
of his fortune, as to put the capital of his ^ate 
to any hazard. 

It is not worth our white to cHfcufi, like fbpl^- 
ters, whether, in no cafe, ibme evil, for the fake 
of fbme b^efit is to be tcderated. Nothing unit- 
verfal can be rationally affirmed on -any moral, or 
any pditical iubjed. Pure metaphyfical abftrao 
tion does not belong to thefe- matters. The lihes 
of morality are not- like the ideal lines of mathc 
maticks. They are broad and deep as wdl as 
long. They admit of exceptions; they demand 
modifications. Thefe exceptions and modificBtions 

Vol.. VI. H are 
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4i« not made by the procds of It^^dc^ but by th« 
ralttof prudenc«< Prudence woot oAly tlK firft 
in rank of the virtues pc^tical and moral, but flw 
is the diredar^ t&e r<gulatc»-, tke fiuid»:d of them 
sO, ^letajf^yficka caaoot live without de£niti(Mi { 
but f>radence is cautious how fhe defines. Our 
iKwrts cannot be more fearfnl in iufieri]^ £di* 
tious cafes to be brought before thena for eliddi^ 
their determination oo a pmnt c^ law, t^ian pru- 
dioBt mor^iftd are in ^tdng extreme and hazsrd- 
fills cafes <^ confeamce vfoa catergendes not 
- ^xifliDg. Without attempting tharefore to defifK^ 
what never can be defined, the cafe of a tcvvIu* 
IVM -in gevernbent, this, I tluidE, nuy be ijifeijr 
^ffirroed, tlmt a fore and preiiing evil is to be re^ 
pipvieda aid that a good, great in its amoimt, 
ud unequivocal in iE^'n^UFQ, muft be probaUe 
timtA to centtin^, beffffe the ineftiaisd^ jiricQ 
of our own morals, and the well-beitigof a num* 
ktt otf oitr itijow-citizena, is ^tid for'S rendu- 
titni. '{f-crerwcoi^ttobececononufiseven to , 
^•tfimciny, it is in the vcJuntary produdum of 
evil. a£very.TORAatiaaa oontaias in it ibmetbing 

: ,K amfl ahmyi hc^ to thofe who are the greatofi 
aniateant or cweoi profe£o|-s- of levohitions, a 
natttr mty. hBkd.io^rove, that the late Frendi 
govenfmcvt was fo bad, that nothing worfe in 
the iofltato: devices of men, could come ia its 
.- ^place. 



by Google 



TV) THS OLD ^nUdfl. 99 

place. They who have brou^ France to its pre- 
fect ccmditkm ought to prove aUb, by fometfaing 
better than prattling about the Baftile, that thdr 
ijibverted government was as incapable, as the 
prefent certainly is, of all improvement and cor- 
rcctioD. How dare they to £iy fo who have never 
■Djide that experiment ? They are experimentctB 
by thor trade. They have made an hundred 
others, infinitdy more hazardous. 

The Engliifa admirers of the forty-eight thoa- 
fiud repuUicks ^t^ch form the French federation, 
praife them not for what they are, but for what 
they are to become. They do not talk as pt^ti^ 
dans but as prophets. But in whatever charader 
they choofe to found panegyrick on predi&ioo, it 
iriU be thought a little Qngvlar to {Haife any work* 
not for its own merits, but for the merits o£ 
fomething el& which may fucceed to it. Whea 
any political infiitution is prufed, in fpite of great 
and prominent &ults of every kind, and in idl its 
puts, it muil be fuppofed to have fomething ex- 
cellent in its fundamental prJndiJes. . It muft be 
Ihewn that it is r^ht though imperfeft ( that it is 
not only by poffibiiity fufceptible of improvement, 
but that it contains in it a princqile tending to its 
mdioriitiont 

Before they attempt to fhew this progreffion xif 

their favourite work, from abfdute pntvky to 

finilhed perfection, they will find thcm&Ives en> 

Ha gaged 
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giged in a civil «^r with tliolie Wbofe ciufe thej- 
maintun. What ! alter our fuUiaie ccmfHtudon, 
the gbry of France, the envy <rf the world, the 
pattern for mankind, the mafier-piece of le^^fla^ 
don, the coUefted and concentrated glory of this 
-enlightened age ! Havtf we not produced it ready 
.made and ready armed, mature in its birth, a 
^erfeft goddels of wifdom and of war, hammered 
by our blackfmith midwives out of the brain of 
Ju[nter himfelf i Have we not fworn our devout, 
.pro^e, believing, infidd people, to an aU^;iance 
to this goddefs, even before Ihe had burft the 
liura mater, and as yet exiftcd only in embi^o ? 
Have we not iblemnly declared this conftitudoft 
-unalterable by any future legiflature ? Have we 
.not bound it on poflerity for ever, though our 
abettors have declared that no one generation is 
4:ompetent to bind another ? Have we not obliged 
-the members of every future afTembly to qualify 
.themfelves for their feats by fweariog to its con- 
■fcrvation ? 

Indeed the French confdtution always muft be 
(if a change it not made in all their prindples and 
fundamental arrangements) a government whc^y 
by popular reprefcntadon. It muft be this or no- 
thing. The French fadlion confidersas an ufur- 
Jndon, as an atrocious violation of the indefea&ble 
rights of man, every other -dcfcripdon of govern- 
ment. Take it or leave it ; there is no^roedium; 

Let 
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Let the irrefragable doftors figlit out their own 
controverfy in their own way, and- with their 
owh weapons ; and when they are thred let them 
commence a treaty of peace. Let the plenipoten- 
tiary fophiflers of England fettle with the diplo- 
matick fophifiers of France in what manner right 
is to be correded by an infufion of wrong, and 
how truth may be rendered more true by a due 
intermixture of fdfehood. 

Havii^ fufficiently proved, that nothing could 
make it generally improper for Mr. Burke to prove 
what he hadalledged concerning theobjeAof this 
^pute» 1 pafs to the fecood queftion, that is, 
whether he was juftified in choofing the com- 
ipittee on the Quebec bill as the field for this dif.> 
cuffion ? If it were neceffary, it mig^it be ftewn; 
^at he was not the firft to bring thefe difcuifions 
into parliament, nor the firfi tfo renew them in 
this feflion. The hA is notorious. As to the 
Quebec bill, they were introduced into the debate 
upon that fubjeA for two plaio reafons ; firft, that 
as iie thought it then not advifeable to make the 
proceedings of the £i^ous focteties the fubjed of 
a ^TcA motion, he had no other \vay open to 
him. Nobody has attempted to ftiew, that it was 
at all admifiible into any other bufmefs before the 
houfe. Here every thing ^vas favourable. Here 
was a bill to form a new conftitution for a French' 
province under Ijlngliih dominion. The queftion 
H 3 y<SU!^K naturally 
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naturaQy ar(}fe, whether we fliould fettle that con- 
fiitution upon EngtUh idt^s* Or upob Frendu 
This fumjfhed an opportunity for examining int^ 
the vahie of the French conftit^ition, either conj 
fidered as apphcable tp colonial government^ or 
in its own nature, llie bill too was in a com-; 
fnittee. By the piivilegQ of fpeaking as often as 
he pleafed, he hoped in fpme meafure to fnpply 
the want of fuppbrt, which he had but too' nnich 
reafon to apprehend. In a comcnittee it was al? 
ways in his power tO bring the quefiions from 
generalities to fa^ ; from declamation to difcuC- 
ilon. - Some benefit he aS^aDy received from this 
privilege. T^efe are plain, obvious, natural rea- 
ftms for hia eonduft, I bdicve they arc the trucij 
and the only true Ones. 

They who juftify the frequent interruptions, 
which at .length wholly di&bled him from pro- 
ceeding, attribute thtar coodud to a very di&rent 
interpretation of his motives. They fey, that 
through corrupti(Hi, or maHce, or foDy, he was' 
adii^ his part in a {dot to make his friend Mr. 
Fox pals for a republican ; and thereby to prevent 
the gracious intentions of lus ibyerei^ from tak^ 
^ng efied, which at that time had be^n to dif< 
dofe themfelves in his fevour." This is a pretty 
ieriou^ 

• To explain this, it will be neccffary to advert to a para- 
f rap^ which appeared in a paper in the minoritj intereft fom^ 

time 
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ierioas clurge. TMs, cm Ii(r.;BQrkef« pil>t, wovk) 
be iibmcthing more tkin mifiaktr; ibmethb^ 
worfe than formal irre^ilarity. Any contumdf ; 

tiiwe bebra thii debate. " A very (brk inWlgtie has Utely bteii 
" jBcorered, the. agtboTS of which arc vttll kna«o to us '; but 
" until the glorious day fliall come, whei) it wiU Qoi be a tiBSit 
" to tell ihe TRUTH, w* muft "ot be fo reganjlcfa of out <fwil 
" fafety, as to publifli tlieir names. We will, however, fiate Uic 
" iafl, leaving it to the Iilgenuity of our readers (o difcover what 
" we dare not publifli. , ^^ 

" Since the bulineGj of the armament againfl RuHu has bcc(t 
" under difcuffion, a great perfonagc has been heard to fay, 'yhat 
•"■' he was not fo wedded to Mr. Pitt, as not to be very wJll- 
'' ' ing to give his confidence to Mr. Fox, if the latter fliould 
" < be able, in a crili3 like the prefent, to condufi the goveot- 
** ' ment of the country with greater advantage to the publidt," 

" This patriotick declaration imtnediately alarmed the fwant^ 
'• of courtly inftfts that live only in the fuufhine of minified^ 
", favour. It was thought to be the forerunner of the difmiffip^ 
** of Mr. Pitt, and every engine was fet at work for the pur- 
" poft of preventing fuch an event. The principal engine ppi- 
" ployed on this occalion was calumny. It was whilpcred jiv 
"the ear of a great perfonage, thai Mr. Fox w^sthelafl ipan ip, 
"England to be Irufied by a ki«g, bccaufe he was by prin- 
'* ciPLE a repubi.lc;an, and confequenfly an enemy iq mo- 

" NAHCHY. ■ ■ " _ 

" In the difcwffion of the Quebec bill which ftood for y?fter- 
"day, it was the intention of fomeperfona to conned with (his 
*' fubjeft the French levoluiion, in hopes that Mr. Fo* would 
" be warmed by a coilifion with Mr. Burke, and induced to de- 
*' fend that revoEution in which fo much powerwas taken from,! 
" and fo little left in, the' crowii, ■' ' _ 

" HatI Mr. FoKifallen into the fuare, hi* fpecch on the occa- 
in "fion 
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tay nmtngt k naMy pifled ortx, Jby the iadiil- 
gience vfiach we aB owe to fudden paffion. Thefi: 
tfainga are foon forgot upon occafions in which 
all men are fo apt to forget themMves. Deliberate 
'injuries, to a degree muft be remembered, becaufe 
they require deliberate precautions to be fecured 
againft their return. 

I am authorized to fey for Mr. Burke, that h^ 
confiders that caufe affigned for the outrage o& 

" fion would ba^ been laid b«forea great perfonaze, as a proof 
" that a man who could defend fuch a revolution, might be a 
" vify good republican, but could not poffibly be a friend ,tq. 
" monarchy. . . 

" But thofe who laid the fnarc were difappoinl;ed ; for Mr^ 
•* Fox, in the ihprt conTcrfation whi9h took place yefUrda; 19. 
" the boufc of commons faid, that he confeflcdly had thon^ 
** favourably of the French revolution ; but that moll certainly; 
" he never had, either in parliament or out of parliament, pro- 
•' fefled or defended republican principles." 

Jrpit, April 83d, 1791. . 

Mr. Burice cannot anfwer for the truth, nor prove the fjdf^. 
bood of the ftory given by the friends of the party in this paper* 
]He only Icnows that an opinion of ite being well or ill >utheiiti->, 
etttd had no influence on his conduft. He meant only, to the, 
Vft of his power, to guard the publick sgainfi the ill defigns of. 
h&loBM out of doors. What Mr. Burke did in parliameiit 
could hardly fiave been intended to draw Mr, Fox into any- 
dedarationi uii&vourable to his principles, lince (by the ac-, 
count of tfaofe who are hi» friends) he bad long before eifeAuatly, . 
prevented the lucccfs of any fuch fcandalous defigns. Mr. Fox's, 
friends have themfelvcs done away that imputation on Mr. 
Burke. 

fcred 
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ief^4 ^ ^^* ^ ^^° T^i^ wpf&.tbaa the outrage 
it£df. There i& £\icl} » fif ange coi:)fuh<Hi of idea$ 
on thU fiibje^ that it i& far more difficult to un- 
derftand the nature of the charge, than to r^te 
it when iinderftood. Mr. Fox'; fiiei^ds were, it 
ib$ins, feufod with » fudd«p puiick terror left he 
ihoidd mt^ foe a republic^. I do nof fhink they 
hod ai>y ground feu: this apprehenfion. But let, 
us admit they had. What was there in |he Que*, 
bee bill, rather than in any other, whid^ co\ild 
fut^d him or them to that imputation ? Noth^ig. 
in a dircuifion of the French conlUtution, wU^ 
might arife ,on the Quebft: lull, could tend to make 
Ivlr. Fo^f. ^d& for a republican } except he ihould 
takeoccalion tq ^tot that ftate of things in France, 
which a^As tQ bc a republick or a confederacy, 
of republicks. If fuch an encomium could make 
any unfavouraUe imprelEon oQ the king's mind, 
furdy hb voluntary panegyricks on that event, 
i)0.t fo . much introduced as intruded into other. 
4ebat^, wi^ which they had little relation, muift 
have pr-qduced that efiei^ with much more cer- 
tainty, and much greater force. The Quebec lull, 
at worft, was ,only one of thofe opportunities, 
carefully fought, and induftriouily improved by 
t(imfelf, Mr. Sheridan had already brought forth 
a panegyrick on the French fyfiem in a iHll higher- 
ftrain, \iith full as Uttle demand from the nature 
of the bu^neis, before the houfe, in a fpeech too 

good 
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good to be fpeedOy forgotten. Mr. Fox ftjflowerf 
Km wifhont any direffc call from the fobjeft mat- 
ter, and upon the feme gromid. To canvafi the 
Awriti of the Frendi cohftitution on the Qncbec 
Bill could liot draw forth any oi^nions whidt were 
not brought forward before, with no finall dflen- 
tation, and with ve^ little of neeeflity, or perhaps 
of propriety. What mode, or -what time of di& 
cuffing the conduit of the fVench hSion in £ng> 
land would not equally tend to kindle this enthu* 
ibfin, and afford thofe occslions for panegyiick, 
which, fer from fiiunning, Mr. Fox has always in- 
duftrioofly fought i He hhn^ Cod very truly. In 
At debate, that no artifices were ncSee&ry to draw 
from him his opinions upon that fol^eA. But to^ 
ha tipcHi Mt. Burke for making an ufe, at worft 
AoC more irregular, of the lame Hberty, is tanta- 
Bount to a plain declaration, that the tc^^ck of 
France is tabooed or fortsdden ground to Mr, 
Burke, and to Mr. Bu^e done. But furely Mr, 
Fox is not a republican ; and what fhould tunder 
him, when fuch a di&nifion came on, from dear- 
iflg himfelf unequivocally (as his friends fay lie had 
done near a fortnight before) of all fiich imputa. 
tions ? Inftead of being a di&dvantagc to him, he 
Would have defeated .ill his enemies, and Mr, 
Burke, £nce he has thought proper to reckon 
him amongit them. 

But it feems, foine new^aper or other had im*' 

^ puted 
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j»ted to biih fcpuMicati priftcipleSi tin occalion of 
kls condu4% upon the Quebee- fetUv Suppofing Mf ^ 
Berke tb hftre f^eti thefe fte#f{)ipers (wMcIt Is to 
fbppdfe more than I beReVe to be true) I would 
Klk, when did the AeWfpApet^ forbear to chzi^ 
Mr. Fox, or Mr. Burke himfelf, with repubUcae 
prtifdplcs, or any other prindides which they 
thougkt could render both of tfcem odious, fome. 
times to one ddcripdon of peo^e, ftuaedttia td 
another ? Mr< Burke, fince the patdit&tioii of ISA 
^m^ikt, has b^en a thoufknd times charged ia 
the nffw^p«F9 with holing defpotkk prindfJesJ 
He could not «ijOy olie motfient erf dofflfeftldt 
quiet, he cotiM not perfofm the leafi paitide ot 
put^ck duty, if he did Aot altogether difr^aril 
thehnguageofthofeHbels. 6ut however his fai* 
filaKty might be affed^ by fuch abuie, it would 
\ti him have been thought a moft ridiculous leaTon 
for Oiutting up the mouths of Mr. Fox or Mr. 
I^eridan, fo as to preretit thdr delivering thdr 
fentiments of the {>ench revohition,— tliat for* 
Iboth, '* the new^apera had latdy charged Iifr. 
^* Burke with being an enemy to liberty." 

I allow that thofe gentlemen have {aivikges to 
which Mr. Burke has no ci»m. But thdr friends 
pught to plead thofe privileges ; and not to affign 
Iliad reafons, on the principle of what is fur be- 
tween man and man, and thereby to put them- 
^es op a level with thofe who can fo cafily re- 
fute 
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iittc diem,, I^ them &y at once ^t hu^rctittU' 
tioa Uof no vali)^,»iidtlut he has no call to «flerc 
it ; but that theirs is pf infimte concern to th« 
party and the pubUck } and tO' that coolidention 
he ought to Verifies al) hv Qpiniaiu» and all lu« 



, In that l^guage I {hould.,hear a &y}e CMrdV 
pondent to the proceetUng; lofty, indeed^ but 
plain and confifient. Admit, however, fax 9 Pio* 
Witntf ^d TOfiidy for ^rgupient, tb»t this gentki 
fnan had ^ goo4 i xighl to ((wtiniu] is.tbfff had 
to b<^. thefe 4ifc^ei)S'>. in candour .and «iuity 
they mv^ a^pw th9.i;-th^> voluntary d^&aat W 
pruibof the French cQi^tution was a» niu^'^Jt 
oblique.attack on Mrv9u;k$, 9$ JVIr. i^urke's en-, 
^uiry into the fouud|Eitipn <¥fthis fOOHnium could 
poflildy be conftn^ in^o .an imputation upcn 
them. . They w^ knew, that he fek tike other 
oien},^dofcourfe he would think it meui and 
Iinw9rtli3r, to decline a^tuig in his plaoe, and ii^ 
the front of able advenTaii^ the principles c^ what 
be had p^npi in his clo&t, and without yi cf ^ 
ponent before hipn. , They, could not but be cop- 
yinced, that iiedamations of this kind wpujd roMize 
bim; that he mnft. think, coming from nien of. 
their calibre, they were highly mifchievotjp ; that 
they gave countenance to bad meq,. and bad de- 
figps i and, though he was. aw^^e that (he hand-, 
ling fuch i]gatters in parliament; ^as deU<;ate, yet. 

he 
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^ WIS a man very likely, whenever, much igainft 
hii will tbey were brought there, to refolve, that 
there they fliould be thor^ou^ly fifted. Mr. Fox, 
early in the preceding leilion, had puUick notice 
from Mr. Burke of the light in which he eon- 
fidered every attempt to introduce the example 
of France into the pcdlticks of this country ; and 
of his rdi^atioii to l^eak with his beft friends^ 
and to join with his worft enemies to prevent it. 
He hoped that no fucfa neceffity would ever ieiiih 
But in cafe it fhould, his determinatit^ was tnade. 
The party knew perfefliy that he would at leaft 
defend himfelfi He never int^d^d to attack Mr. 
Fox, nor did he attack him i£re^y or indiretftty. 
I£fi fpeech kept to its matter. Noperfonalitywas 
enjoyed «ven in the remotef): allufion. He niver 
did impute to that gentleman any republican prin- 
cifdea, or any other bad principle or bad condud 
whotlbever. It was far irom his words ; it was 
far from his heart. It niuft b^ remembered, that 
notwithfiamfii^ the attempt of Mr.-Fox, to fix on 
Mr. Burke ah unjuftifiaUe change of opinion, and 
the foul crime of teaching a iet of maxiins to a 
boy, and aifterwards, when thefe maxims became 
adult in bis mature age, of abandoning both the 
difciple and the dodrine, Mr. Burke never at- 
tempted, in any one particular, either to criminate 
"or to recriminate, h may be laid, that he had no- 
thing of the kind in his power. This he does ntA 
controvert. 
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contfovot. Hb ccTitjtioJy iud it oQit ia liiskuiiaft' 
tkm. That geatkistii had a» JUtjJe grooukd fior xhit 
fjbu^es which be was So otfily pcovokeol to make 

The gaitJeinen of the puty (I indnde Mr. Fox) 
hxve been kind encwgh to oa^der the d^wte 
' bnought cm by this bu&peti* and . Uw conftqueiu: 
k^amioa of Mr. Burke from tkme corps, as a 
maJDo^iof regret as^ uncaiinieft. I.faAoot be of 
oinnion, that by hisexdufiOn tha7.ha.ve had any 
hHi 3t all* A man vhdfei^wioas ve b yoy.ad- 
yaie to thciiB, adverse, aa it wu tatfKC&d, " as 
" pole to pok," fb mifchiemvfly as wdl a« fi> di. 
raSly adverie, that they found Uwofilves under 
ilic neceffity of fiilenuOy diiclaimiiiE diem tfn &1 
parliament, ficch a man jn«ft ercr be to diem a 
moft unfeemty and unprc^taUe incunbranoe. A 
ccM^ieratirai -vnih him could only ftrvc to embac* 
cafi them in all thdr councils. They have faefidoc 
publickly reprefented him as a man ca^i^de x^ 
abufing the dodtity and cc^dence of ingenuous 
youth ; and, for a bad reafoo, or for no rcafon, 
of difgracing Ms whole putdick Ufe by a icandif 
kms eontradidion of every (me of his own aiAs, 
writing^, and' dedarations. . If thefe 'di3i:gcs be 
true, tboir exdulic^ of iiidi a perfon fiioea their 
tiody is a drciuQ&ance wJiich does equal htsftour 
to their jufiuie and their .pirudeaee. tf they ex- 
farefii ade^ee of fenfilwlUy in being obliged to eSe- 
. : . ■ cute 
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cute this wx(e avd juft Sentence, -fram ;i coniidaa- 
tioB of Hoax imiable or £omc pleaCmt quaUiies 
wlttdi in Us private li& thdj fiffmer friesd ib^ 
happen to poflels> they add, to the praife of dioir 
wUttom ittid firnme&t the merit of great tender- 
ne& oF heart, and huiaunky of difpofition. 

Ob th^ ideas, the new Whig jiarty have, in my 
c^toD, a^ed as .became thetn. The author of 
the R^odione, hovpcror,' on his part, cannot, 
^thout ^ivat &aiae to hiipiclf, and withoAt e^ 
tafling evevlaitiag dl%rice (m his pdlerity, admit 
the truth or jttfticex^ the ch»ges^luchhave hoeo 
made i^n Mn^ oc aUow that he has la cbx^ 
Refl^iooB difitovCTod utf prindidet to wluchiio- 
neft ni^ are bound jto declare, not aftade or two 
ef diflent, but a total &iidamencd oppc^tion. He 
mull believe, if he does not leean wUhilly to abas-* 
don his caufc and his reputatkiii, that principles 
fundwMMtalJiijr-at variance with thofe of his book, 
WW fuaditfnetitaUy iahe. What thofe prlndi^es, 
the aatq)edes to his, really are, he can only dif- 
jbover from their contrariety. He is very unwill- 
ing'to fuppc^, that the doArines of £6me books 
laiCdy driculated are the principles- of the party ; 
ibotigh, from the vehement declarations ^inft 
his ' opinioB5» he is at fome lois how to judgq 
pcherwife. 

For the prefent, my plan does not render it ne-' 
, <3Cl0ary. to iay any thing further concerning the 
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merits either of tfie one fet of bpiniohs or thd 
otBer. The author ^vouM Have difcufled thi ifte*> 
tits of both in his place, but he was not pcnnitt^ 
to do ft). 

• I pafs to the next head of charge, iSrt Burke'i 
inconfiftency. It is certainly' a great agglraVatioti 
tif his fiult in embracing falfe opinions, that in 
doing fo he is not fuppofed to fill up a vtMd, but 
that he U guilty of a dereliftibn of opinicms that 
are tnie and laudable. This is the grat gift of 
the diar^ agdnft him. It is not fo much that h6 
is wrong in his book (that howevdr is alledged 
alfo) as that he has therein belyed Ms whole life. 
1 bdieve, if he could venture to value himfelf 
upon any thing, it is on the -virtue of confifiency 
that he would value himfelf the moft. Strip him 
of this, and you leave him naked indeed. 

In the cafe of any man who had written ibme- 
thing, and fpoken a great deal^ upon very multl* 
ferious matter, during upwards of twenty-fiv« 
years publick fervice, and in as great a variety of 
important events as perhaps have «ver happened 
in the £ime number of years, it would appear a 
little hard, in order to'charge fuch a man with in- 
confiftency, to fee coSededby his friend, afott of 
digeft. of his fayings, even to fuch a& wtre merelf 
fportive and jocular. This digeft, however, hai 
been made, with equal pains and partiality, and 
without bringing out thofe pafiages of his writ- 
ings 
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iftgs. which might tend to fliew with what.reftric- 
tidns-.ariyiexpreflwDSj'qwbtedfrom'birtii oiightto 
haVebeen uadctftood. -F«on* i gtett fiat.efinan 
.he i£d notiqiiitc expe£t.thi8 mode erf Inquifitibn. 
If it only appeared in the works o£ (^ooimoji 
.|>aniphfetc6rs, Mr. Bitrke might.fjfely trHft to his 
re^utadn%:WhrH thus urgdd, he ought, perhapj, 
<o do a little mace. It {hall be as little as poHible, 
for I hc^ not. inuch is wanting. To be totally 
.i3wt;.<m his charges Vfould not be rdpeftftil to 
Mr. Fox. ; Acciifiuions fometimes derive a weight 
&o^ the psr&DS who ctiake them, to which they 
arcDOit entitled from their matter. 

Ho who thirilt*, that the Briti/h .^o'nffitudon 
ought to conSJkf of the three members, <rf three 
Wry diflferent liatures, of .which it does anally 
tiDnfi^, tatd thinks it'hfe . duty to preferve each of 
th^ member* in' its, proper' place, and with its 
.pro{>cr ptpporti«n of power,, muft (as each fhall 
happen to be irttkck^d) .vindicate the three feveral 
fEirtG 09 thfe feveriA principles pecuiiariy belong- 
ing to theol. - , He, cannot afiert the democraticfc 
part pn the principles on which ihoilarchy is . fupn 
.pertfed^ iKw: can he fupport monarchy on the prin- 
.C^es.of ddrnocracy } -nor can he maintain aritib- 
■ciaey on th6 :groumfc iOf the one oar, of the other, 
;«irefboth. iUl thiefchemuftfui^jort on groujids 
thfttareftotally tfi&rent, though (wa<fHcally they 
aU^y.-hes arid irtpiily.withtis they aWr brought 
■Vol. VI.- I .■ into 
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into one 6&mioniain hodf, A'inan<»iild]iot, be 
6onfift(»it in-defsndk^ fiifiv varioos, and/atficft 
view, difcDFdanC ports- of ^ nuxed confikntioa, 
without that- fort of incon&fi^ic7'VidL wiiick Mr. 
Burke ftands cbarged. 

As any one of the great members of iim confif* 
ttttion .h^>pens to be endangered, he that U a 
fmnd.to.all of them chooles' and prelTes the t6- 
picks neceflary for the fupport of- the ■ part- attadt- 
ed, withal thefteength, theeamefhids,'tkev«he<' 
mmce^with all the power of ftatiflg, of u^uracnt, 
and of colouriug, which he happens to pdAelsy and 
which the cafe demands. He i&not to -enabsmufi 
the mindsof Ins hear^, or 4:Q^Mnimb«r, or over- 
lay his fpeech, by bringing into view at otace (as^lf 
he were reading an acad«mick lefture) -all^th&t 
may and ought, when a juft occaiion ^efentg- U- 
felf, to be iaid in.fiivQur of the other menders. 
At that time theyareout of the court; tb£reisiv> 
queftlon concerning them. W^fllft he oppoft^hls 
defence on the part whsFQ the attadK is-madcfhe. 
prefiimosjthat for his ciegud to-the juft r^ht$. <]£ 
all the reft, he has credit in ev«y can^d -rnkk^- 
He ought not to :^rehea<j, that his- ra^ng^Ac^ 
about popular -privileges- this, day, wiU -inliep that 
he ought, on-the n^t,to concur with thofe^nfab 
would pull down the thron&: becauie on th»««GC 
he defends the throne, it ought not-to-be-'fiip- 
pofed tbab-he has ;U»ad0ii^ the nghte of' tift 
people. 
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A man vho, among varioos olje£b of bis eqnal 
Te^d, Is'fecureof fomc^atid fuU of anxiety for 
the fste of others, is apt nr go to much greater 
lengthii in his prdFerence of the obje^ of his im- 
med^te foHdrude th>n Mr. Bui^e has ever donew 
A mm fo tffrcatnfianced often &cma! to under-* 
value, to vfliiy, almoft to reprobate and ctifown, 
llicrfc that are out of danger. This is the vdice 
ef natore and tmth, and not of inconfiftency and 
£d& frvtcaoc* The danger of any thing very dear 
to us^ removes, for the mranmt, every other afibc- 
tion ixcffi tbe^ mind. When FHam bad his wh<^ 
thoughts emi^oycd on the body of bis He^r, he 
r^el* '«t4th nuti^nxtiofif'aiul drives £rombim:inth 
a tiioii£iud rqiroaches^ his furviving fonSi whd 
with an offidous piety crouded about him to oSat 
dtdr affiflance; A good critick (therp is no bet- 
ter than Mr. Fox) would {aj^, that this is a maftef' 
ftrbb^aBdmorkaa deet) underftanding of lAture 
ia cheifethel: of poetry. He would dc^iie a Zcn- 
bUy who^t^uM conduife &om thSs parage that 
Homer meant to reprcfent this man of affliction 
as faatiiq^, or b^g indifferent and cold in his af* 
fedioi» to 1^ poor rdiqnes of his houfe, or that 
he pflcierred; a dead carcafc to his living children. 

Mr.;Baike does not fiaod in need of an aUow- 
ance of this kind, which, if he did, by cancUd cri- 
ticks ought to be granted to him. If the prin- 
ciples of a mixed conftitution be admitted, he 
1 2 wants 
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ivants ho more to juftify to ^onfiftency ev(«y tlHng 
he has.Iaid and done during the. courle of- a p^- 
tical life jufi touchingto its dofev I beUsve. thjit 
gendeman has kept himfdf more ckar .oi nmiuog 
into the fafliion of wild vifeinary theories, or g^ 
feeking popularity through-every meansj thw amy, 
man perhaps ever did in the ^me ituation. ■ , - .' 

He was the &c& man who, cm the biftings^ at,^ 
popular eleAioH, xejefted the authca-ity.of iBfirute 
taons from conftituents; or who, in any places 
has argued fo fully againft- it. Perhaps tfa^ dii^ 
credit into which that dbS'rink.of compuUijite iu- 
ftru^ons uiider our confittution is fince.&Ucn^ 
mitybedue, in a gfeat.d^Be,.tQ .Us. oppplia^ 
himfelf to it in that niaQner,' and on t]ut:OCca- 
fion. '- ' ' - - '!-..-■■ 

- The rc^^rms in reprefehtation, and the failU for 
fiiort^hiiig the UuVatioh of parliaments, .lie uni-?^ 
Ibrmly and fteadily op^x^cd for many years to-: 
getKer,in cohtradiaion £o many of his beft£ric*(d»-i 
Thde friends, however, iii,' his better days,, whca 
they had'more to hdpefrom. fais'ferviceaiid more! 
to fear from his lOfs than 'now they ■,haTe,,nCT«t: 
Chofe to find'any inconfiftency betweea hka^ 
and expreflioiis' in i&vour of liberty, and Juajrote*! 
on tho& queiUons. ' But .'there is a -iiine.;fbt :all 
■things. ' ■' L, "" 

Againft the opinion of many friends, ; cveft;. 

agunft the folidtation of Ibme of them, he op- 

pofed 
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iKrfedthofeiof the church clergy, who' had' peti* 
tioncdrthe lioufe of commons to be difchaKged 
'from the fubfcription .' Akhou^ he ■ iiipported 
the diflenters in their petition for the indulgence 
which he had rpfafed to the dergy of the eftabliflied 
church,' in this, as he was not guihy of it, ib h« 
was not reproached with inconfiftcncy. At the 
' &nieiime he pronxdied, and againft the wiih of 
ftveral,.the daufe that gave the diffenting teadiers 
another fubfcription in the place of that which was 
then.' taken away. Neither at that time was the 
reproach, of inconffliency brought againft him. 
People could then diftinguiih between a difference 
in conduft, under a variation of circumftanceSj 
and an incopfiftency in principle. ■ It was not then 
thought neceffary to be freed of him as of;an 
incumbrance. 1 . 

Thefe inftances, a faw among many, are proi 
duccd as an anfwer to- the infinuation- of his hav- 
ing'purfued high popular courfes, which in liis 
late book he haj abandoned. Perhaps in his whole 
life he has never omitted a feir occafion, with 
whatever rifque to hian of obloquy as an indivi- 
dual, with whatfrror' detriment to his intereft as a 
member of oppofition, to affert the very fame doe^ 
trines which appfear in that lk)&fc. He told the 
houfe, upon an important occafion, and pretty 
early in his fervice, that '* being warned by the 
*' ill effect of -a contrary procedure, in grjat ex- 
I 3 '* amplcs, 
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** atnptes, lie had taken his ideas of liboty . virf 
** low; in rardcr that they fliould {dck.td him, 
** and that he might itick to them to. the end of 
•* his life." 

At popular elections the moft ngoroui cafiiSb 
»rill remit a little of thai- fererity. They, wifi aS< 
low to a canctidate fome unqualified efiixfiom in 
ibvouT of freedom, without binding him to ad*- 
here to them in their utnu^ extent. But tSi. 
Burke put a more &n& rule upon himielf thaa 
moft moraHfts would put upon, others. At his 
6rft offering himfdf to Brifiol, idierc he was ;d^ 
inofi fiire he (hould not obtain, on that or any occa> 
fion, a iingle Tory vote, (in £i6t he did obtmn but 
one) and refted whdly on the Whig interrft, h© 
thought himfetf bound to tell to the eledors^ both 
before and after his deftion, exaftly what a reprc- 
Tentative they had to e:q>eA in him. 

" The di/iinguijhing part of our conftitution (he 
** £iid) is its liberty. To prcfcrye that liberty inr 
** violate, is the peculiar (foty and proper truft (rf a 
*< membor of the houfe of commons. But /the li- 
« berty, the only liberty J mean, is a liberty con- 
** nefted with order^ and that net only exife ^Itb 
** order and virtue, but cannot exift at all witlmit. 
" ttem. It inheres in good and fteady govern^ 
" ment, as in its fubjiance and vital frineipU." 

T^ie liberty to which Mr. Burke declared him- 
&lf attached, is not Frendi Uborty. That Jiberty 
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u abtlufig but t^^endn givcxk to vke ^nd confu- 
fion. Mr. Burke was then, m he "was at the writ'^ 
ing of -his Refie^oDS, awfuHy impreHed with the 
di^ieuldes arifing from the comi^ex fiate of our 
A^iflkution add our aoapire, and that it might re^ 
qvkCf in diffen^t emei^nde? different ibrts c^ 
exertions, and the fuccdSve call upon all the va-- 
TtQus prindf^ which uphold and jufiify it. This 
will appear from what be iiud at the clofe of the 

" Tobe a good member of parliament k, let 
** one teU you, n9 eafytafk^ specially at this time, 
*' wheal there is k firong a difpoGtion to run into 
** the perilous extremes of /ervile compliance, or 
" wild p^tUfifity. To unite circumfpcftion with 
" vigour, k abfohitely necefiary j but it is ex- 
** &emdy difficult We are now membefs for a 
" rich commercial eityi this city, however, is but 
f'a^p^ofa rich commercial nation^ the interefts 
*' of wbidi we varieia, malnjbrm, and intricate. 
V We are oi^nberfi for that great nation whidi, 
" however, is itfelf but part of a great empire, ex- 
^'-tf^aded by -our virtue and our fcn-tune*to the 
*-'-£urt^A Hmitd-of theeaft andof the weft. Ml ' 
** tht& widespread interefts muft be eonjideredi 
** muft be compared ; muft be reconciled, if poffible. 
*• We are members for a/rep country ; and iurely 
" we all -know that the machine of a free conftitu- 
*' ti(9i ffi Ap/tn^le thing ; but as intricate and as 
i 4 ** delicate. 
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** defitate, as h ia valuabk. We are mcmbcriin a" 
** great and antieni monarchy-; andwe'mujifre- 
** ferve reiipoujly the true legal rights ^ the fvoa-' 
**^reigA J which form the key ftone that binds together^ 
** iht noble and lueli-confiruEled arch of our empire arit^ 
** our con^itutim.' A conffitution made up ot ha-^ 
" lanced powers,, muQ ever be ■* critical thing. As* 
" fuch I mean-to touch thatpar't of it which c<MKie& 
**within my reach.'* . ' ' ' 

In this manner Mr. Burke fpoke to his. cohM^ 
fticnts feventeen years ago. He fJJoke, nbfSke a 
partizan of one partiqaktrmembor bf out' confttfo- 
tion, but as a perlbnftrorigly, and on jirinciple,' 
attached to thein aH. He thought thefe great and 
effential members ought to be prefervediandpre- 
ferved each in its place ; and ' that the- monarchy' 
ought not only to be fecured in its peculiar- ex- 
iftence, but in it« pre-eminence- too, as the pre- 
fiding and connecting principle ©f the whole. Let 
it be confidered, whethCT the language of hig book, 
printed in 1790, differs from his fpeech at &iftof 
im774. 

Witii equal juftice his opinibns- on the Ameri-^ 
- can war are introduced, as li in hb lat« work he 
had belied his conduft and opihions in the de-' 
bates which arofe upon that great event. On the; 
American war he never had any opinions which 
h'e has feen occafion to retraft, or which he has 
ever retraded. He incked differs effcntiaBy from" 
' - . Mr. 
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Mr. Ibx as to the caufe of that wu". Mr. Fox 
has-been i^eafed .to Iky, that the Americans' re- 
tieUedj ** becaiife they thought . they h&d Dot en- 
"joyed liberty enough." Thia caufe of .the war 
Jrem'Bim I haVe heard of for the firit time. .Itiis 
true that thofc who ftihiulated the nation ta that 
meafure, did frequently. ui^ this toinck. They 
contended, that the Americans had from the Im:- 
^hning aimed at independence; that frditi the 
be^nning they meant wht^y to throw off the 
atrthority of the crown, and to break their; don- 
neftion 'with the parent countryi This Mr. .BiH'ke 
never bcUeved. When he moved his fecbnd "con- 
dUatory iffopofition in the year 1776, he entered 
into-- the difcuiEon of this pbint at very great 
l«igth; and from.- nine feveral heads ofpref^inlp- 
tion, endeavoured to prove the charge upon that 
people not to be true. 

If the principles of all he has feid and Wretc on 
the occafion, be viewed with common temper, the 
geritiemen.of the party will pa-ceive, that on a 
fiippoition that the Americans had rebelled mefdy 
in ordei- to enlarge their liberty, Mr. Burke would 
have thought very differently of the American 
catife. What might have been in the fecret thought^ 
of fome of- their leaders it is impoflible to f^y. As- 
^r as a man, fo Ipcked uji as Dr. Franklin, could 
bciexpe£fced:to communicate his ideas, I hdievq he 
ppened them to Mr. Burke. It was» I think, thQ 

very 
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vsf.-dxy bt6xe.:ha Ox.- outSorAmenci,1&3.tiA 
voryrlong coi»reT£(ti(ka:'|ia£ed bst'^eeatfactn,iaKl 
witlLUgneater air of lOpeiuie&'On-tfae tkt^rls Sda 
tban Mr. Burke hadiabfennsdin iiimlikfoe. In 
diis difcourfe^^. f rantdin laiine&t!ed,ajid with^- 
parAit &Kerity, the iiapamtian mhlcb Ik fesred 
vras inevitable between iGRatiBribinsuid 'berco* 
loniM. Heoeitainly ipcdcc-of itasi^aneveatiplndb 
gave-liini the grcateft omcecn. . America, iie&dd, 
Would ndver agzin fee £i<^ ha|^ dai^ as^&e liad 
pdfied under dieprotedion<}f£ii^and. He fiiw 
icFTcd, Uiat oars was thcjonly infiance of a^greit 
etn^re, in nvliich 4!ie moft tiiftaBt puts and naem- 
bers had^beeai 9S v/til governsd ss the inem^x^ 
and its vicinage: but that the Americans were 
gmng tb lefe the means which :&atxied to them 
t!his rare and [weeKHiG ^advantage. The queilion 
with them was not whether-they were.to retnain 
ste thwf had been before the trotUjles, for better, 
he^s^iOved they^wuld not hopeto.be; but wfae* 
(her they were Co ,gtve/iipibh:q:^y a -iitBatiiaii 
H^thout a ftruggk ? Mr.fiur]ce.hadfcFeralc*ha: 
eonvetfat!ons ^th /him about that tame, in noss 
«( which, foured and>6xafperated as lib 'mind cer- 
tainly was, did he diicouer. any other wilh in ikt 
TOurbf America than rfor a iecurtty to its antleoi 
<onditton. Mr. Bute's convec&tibn'with othec 
Americans'wsft'l&i'ge indeed, and his.enquirica.e9K> 
teidive and^igent. Tru^g toiheiefnltof oil 

thefc 
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^0fe mens of: b^Eormation, -but truffiog nhidi 
more in the pubUck prefiuiqrtiTe iodacations I 
luTC juft referred to, and to the reiterated foleBin 
dDcluadoDA of their afletabHes, he always firmly 
believed that they were purely on the defeniive in 
that rebdUion. He omfidered the Americans as 
ftani^ng at that time, and in that controverly, in 
•the iame rdatioa to En^cd, as England did to 
.king James the Second, in 1688. He beHered, 
^t they had talceD up arms from one motive 
only ; that t9> our attempting to tax than with- 
out their confettt ; to tax them for the pnrpofes 
of miui^suning dvii and military oftablifluneiits; 
If this attempt of ours could have been pm^cally 
cftabliihed, he thoogbt with them, that thieir a£- 
&mbM«s would become totally ufel«& ; that un^ 
the fyfiem of policy which was then purihed, the 
Americans could have no fort of fecurity ^t that 
laws or libertitt, or for any part of them ; and, 
that the very circumfiance of «»r fi-eedom would 
have augmented -the wgi^t of tbHr flavery. 

Confidering the Americans on that defai£v£ 
footing, he thought Great Britain ought infiantly 
to have clofed with them by the repeal of the tax- 
ing aA. He was of c^nion that our general rights 
over that country would have been preferved by 
this timely conceffion.* WKen, inftead of this, a 

" See his fpeech on American taxation, the 19lli of Aiirif,* 
}77*. 

Bofton 
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Boftmi' pojt bill,- a Mafl^hufet^s charter bffl, a 
Fifiiery bill, "an-IhtercoUrfp ImU, I ■know not 'how 
many hoftiie bills riiflied out lifce'fo many tent- 
pefts from afl points of the compafsVand' were ac- 
companied firft with great- fleets and arintes of 
Engtiflii and follpwcd afterwards with great bodiftS 
of fordgn troops, he thought that fhdr caufe 
grew didly 'better, because daily wore -defcnSiw ;' 
suid that ours, becaufe tlwly more, offenfive, grev« 
daily worfe. He therefore in two:modorts, m two 
fiicceflive years, propofed in parliament many eon- 
c^ons beyond what -he- had' reafon to'think in , 
the beginning of thetroUbles w'ouM ever be fei 
rioiifiy'demanded. ' ' 

-■ So cii-camftanced', he (Srtainly rieV-er cohM antt 
Jiever did wifh the colonifts to be fiib'diitrd hf 
arms. He -was fully perfuaded, that if fUch flioiiW 
be.the ev^nt, they muft be' held Sh-^hali'fiibdued 
fiate by a ^eat bodyof ftanding-lbrcesjaha per- 
haps of foreign'forees.' He wasftroiiglyK>P opi- 
nion that fucharmieS,' fim vlftorious over Eng- 
lifhmen, in a conflift for Engli!h,conftitutionaJ 
rights and .privileges, and- afterwards habituated 
(though in Ani*ica) to keep an Rug?Wh people in 
a ftate of abjeft fubjeiSionV would pYdve fatal, in 
the end to the liberties of England ttfelf; that iri 
the mean tihie this niilitary fyftenrwould lie as 
^ an oppreffive, burthen upon the national finances; 
that it would conftantly breed and feed new diff 
cuflions. 
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Cuffion^, full of heat, and acrimony, leading po& 
£bfy to.a new. feries of wars j and that foreign 
powers, .whilft we continued in a ftate at once 
buittiened and difiracted, mufi. at leng^ obtain a 
dedded fijperiority over us. On what part of his 
late pul^ication, or on what exprellion that might 
have efcaped him in that work, is any man autlu> 
rized to char^ Mr, Burke with a contradiftion 
to jthe line, of his condud, and to the current of 
lus doAriaes.on the American war ? The pamph- 
let is in. the hands of his. accufers, let them point 
out. the paflag&if they can- 
Indeed, the author has- been well fifted and fcru- 
tinized.by his friends. He is even called to an 
account for every jocular and hght expreffion. 
A ItKlicrgus ^idure which he made with regard 
to a paffage in, the fpeech of a late minifter,* has 
been brought: i^» againft }am^ That paffage con. 
taincd a Ismentation for the lofs of monarchy to 
th? , Americans, after tliey. had feparated from 
Gr:eat .Britain- He thought it to be unfeafonable, 
ili judged, and Ul, forjed with the circumftances of 
all the.parties. . Mr. Burke, it feems, confidered 
it. ridiculous to lam^t the lofs of fome monarch 
or other, to a rebel people, at the momeht they 
had,fQr.cver quitted their allegiance to theirs and 
our fovereign ; at the time when they had broken 
piFali connexion with this nation, and had allied 

. " Lord Lanfdown. ■ 

them- 
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thon&lves with its enemies. He certainly moft 
have thought it open to ridicule : and, now that 
it is recalled to his OKmbry, (he had, I bdieve^ 
wiiolly forgotten the drcumftance)' he recoUefb 
that he did treat it -with foiae levity. But is it % 
&ir in£erence from ajefton this uafeafonable la^ 
mentation, that he was then an enony to mo- 
narchy other in this or in any other country t 
The contrary perhaps oi^t to be in&rrcd, if any 
thing at all can be argued from plea&utries good 
or bad. Is it for this reafon, or for any tlung he 
has laid or done relative to the American was^ 
tliat he is to enter into an alliance o^ifive and 
defaifive widi every rdiellion, in every country, 
under every drcumftance, and raifsd upon wfaat^ 
ever pretence? Is it becaufe he did not vifh the 
Americans to be fubdued by arms, that he mtift 
be inconliftent with hunfelf, if he reprobates the 
condu^ of thofe fodeties in En^and, whA s&td^ 
ing no' one: a^ of tyranny or oppreffion, and com^- 
plaining- of no hoftile attempt agiunft oar ancient 
laws, rights, aiid uikges, are now eAd8&v>ouriAg to 
work the deftruftion of the crown of thfe- king- 
dom, and the wliole of its conAitution? Is he 
obliged, from the conceflions he wlflied' to- be 
Tnadc to the colonies, to keep any terms - vpith 
thofe clubs and federations, who hold out to us as 
& pattern for imitation, the proceedings in France, 
in which a Hng, who had voluntarily and for- 
mally 
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tiK^ divefttd himfelf of the right of taxation^ 
jmd (^all other fpedes <^ arbitrary power, has 
been ■dethroned?— & k becaufe Mr. Burke wUbed 
to-baveAmerita rather ctmdtiated than vanquifls- 
ed, thK- he muft wifli- wdl to the army of repi^ 
lidESTrhidtarefet up m- France; a country whereia 
notthe pcf^lct but the monarch was wholly on 
the defonfive (a poor,- indeed^ and feeUe defend 
fire) to prefsTvc/ome/ragmenu of the royal autho- 
rity -i^ainft 3 detcFmined and defperate body of 
eont^atorSj' whofe objeft it>was, with whatever 
certainty of eriraeSi with whatever hazard of war> 
and-' every other fpeaes of calamity, to annihibtc 
the- whoU of that authority ; to level all rankar, 
orders, and (fiflihffions -in the ftatc j and uttet^y 
to defiroy pr(^iertyi not more by their a^ than in 
thdr principles ? 

Mr.- Burhe- has been- alfo r^roached- with an in- 
cohfiftency between his late writings andhla foP- 
jncr conduft, beeaufe he- -had propofed in parlia- 
ment fevwal oecmiomical, leading to feveral con- 
fiituti(»ial re6»'ms<- Mr.- Burke- thought, with d 
majority of the houfe of conimons,- that the in* 
flii«n€e-of th« crown at one time- was- too gre«; 
but afrtr-his m^eOy bad by a gracious meflag^ 
and-feveral-fubfequent acVs of pariifimeat, reduced 
it to- a ftandard' which fatiafiedf Mr. Fox hioi&l^ 
imd, a^arently at le^^ contented whoever wiS^ 
edto-go-faarthe^iathat •re<fed30H, is Mr. Burk* 
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to allow that it would be ri^fftii'. us to proceed 
4»- indefinite lengths »pon that fubjeA ? that it 
would therefore be jufttiiable in a people owing 
■allegiance to a monarchy, and profeffing to main- 
tain it, not to reduce^ but whoUy to \take away all 
jareiogative, and ii// influence whatfoever? — Muft 
his having made, in virtue of a plan of oeconOmical 
regulation, a reduftion.of the influence of the 
crown, compel him to allow, that itwoiddbe 
right in the French or in us to bring a king tQ fo 
abject a fiate, as in fundion not to'be fo refp^ftablq 
as an under •flierifl', but in perfon not to-, difiev 
from the condition of a mere prifoner ? One 
would thjnk that fuch a thing as a medium had 
never been heard of in the moral wcfrld. 

■ This mode of arguing from your having done 
any thing in a certain line, to the neceflity. of do- 
ing every thing, has political confequenc^ qf other 
moment than thofe of a lo^cal fallacy;. If no man 
can propofc apy diminution or modification of an 
invidious or dangerous power or influence in go- 
vernment, without entitling friends turned into 
adverfari&s, to argue him into the d^lru^on of 
{lU prerogative, and to a fpoUation Of the whole 
patron^e of royalty^ I do not know what can 
more effeclually dettfr perfons of fober minds from 
engaging in any reform ; nor how the worft ene- 
Onies to the liberty of the fabjeft iJouId contrive 
any method more, fit to bringall c^re^Uves <wt , 
"the 
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-the power of thd crown into fufpicion and diiie- 
^ute. 

If, lay his accu&rs, the dread of too great ia^ 
£uence in the crown of Great Briton could juftify 
the degree of reform which he adopted, ttie dread 
■of a return under the defpotifin of a monarchy 
.might juftify the people of France in going much 
further, and reducing monarchy to its prefent no- 
.thing. Mr'. Burke does not allow, that a fufficient 
arg^mient ad homnera is inferable from thefe pre- 
mifes.. If the horror of the excelfes of an abfolute 
monarchy fumiihes a reafon for aboliihing it, no 
monarchy wice abfolute (all have been fo at one 
period or other) could ever be limited. It. muft 
be deftroyed j otherwife no way could be found to 
quiet the fears of thofe who were formerly fub" 
jefted to that fway. But the prindple of Mr. 
Burke's proceeding ought to lead him to a very 
different conclufion ; — to this conclufion, — that a 
monarchy is a thing perfe^y fufceptible of re- 
form ; perfectly fufceptible of a balance of power ; 
and that, when reformed and balanced, for a great 
country, it is the beft of aU governments. The 
example of our country might have led France, 
as it has led him, to perceive that monarchy is not 
only reconcileable to liberty, but that it may be 
rendered a great and ftable fecurity to its perpe- 
tual enjoyment. No corredives which he pro- 
gofed to the power of the crown could lead him 

Vor.. Vr. ' K to 
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-to appkote of a plan tff airspaM«k (If fe k dia)r 
be reputed) which has no correftives, and whit^ 
he befieves tb bt ificapabte trfxdmiitiflg any. N© 
principle of Mf. Burke's cBitAiA or wrttlftgB 
obMg^ hitn, frotn ccmMsmtft ^o beuMiK iol nd- 
-vocate for an exdvangt of »tifdik& ; so {artnid^ 
of his coQld €c»Kp«i h)0i to jnftiff tkt l^tUig c^ 
«i the place of a instigated ttionarchy, a sXW -^iii 
hx math dlc^btkk fXMtvr, undtt «^di tteft'ft 
no trace of fiberty, except what ap^cafs IQ <^li- 
iniioD and m crime. 

Mr. Borke does not »d&6t ^st tb« fUMnoi pa^ 
tloiininant in FraMe haVe isibdiiked i^dlt- Aobar- 
chf aHd the otviers of thdir Itue, flfdi^ ahy dr;n4 
of arbitrary power that lay teavy On the fliond^ clt 
the peojte. It is *icft very tedg fince he has ^beea 
in that country, Whilft that hi ctonvetftd 'wi&k 
^lajcy ddfcriptions of its itth^ltants. A few jpet- , 
fons of r^ik <Sd, h« ^dw?, dlTeover fit-ong and 
iffai^^rft tt^etts 6f fuieh a ^irit 'of lH>erty, as 
mi^t be e&p6l);ed one ddy to 1»-fcak all bdi&nds. 
Sitch gentleftien have fince had more rea£bn to re- 
pent of their want of forelight than t hope any of 
the feme clals will ever have in this cOBdtiy. 'Bat 
this fpirit was far fixnti generd even amobgft the 
gentlemen. As to the lower orders and thofe a 
little above them, in whc^e n^me the pre&Bl 
powers domineer, they wwe far frotn difcoverii^ 
any fort of dilfeti^ftion with the power and prc^ 
rogatives 
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rogaiins of the crown. That vain peoj^ were 
tmkcT proud of them : they rather defpifed the 
EngBfli for not having a monarch pofleffed of fuch 
high andperfeft authority. TAay had felt nothing 
from Lettret de Cachet, The BafHle could infpirc 
no borron into them. This was a treat for thdr 
bettera. It was by art and impuUe ; it was by the 
&lfteir life made of a feafcm of fcarcity } it was 
VBMbr an in&utdy diverfified fuccellion of wicked 
^teteooes, wholly foreign to the queftion of mo- 
aaitoliy or ariflocracy, that this light people were 
k^ired with their prefent fpirit of levelBi^. 
Hieff old vanity was led by wt to take another 
torn : It was dazzled and feduced by military li- 
veries, cockades^ and epaulets, . until the French 
pc^fece was led to become the willing, but ftiB 
1^ proud and thoughtlefs infbument and vicHib 
'<rf anatber dcmination. Neither did that people 
de^(ttfe, or' bate, or fear their nobility. On the 
■CMittary, they valued themfetves on the generous 
^^ties which diftinguifhed the chiefe of their 
^at&)B. 

So far as to the attack on Mr. Burke, in con- 
ftquence of hfe reforms. 

To^ &ew that he has in hfs laft publication 
■aban^ned thofe principles of liberty which have 
-given 'energy^ l?o his youth, and in fpite of his cen- 
%*re will afford repofe and conftdation to his de- 
dhiing age, thofe who have thought proper in 
K 2 parliament 
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parliament to declare ag^oft his book, OQ^t' to 
have produced fomething in it, which direffly Of 
indireftly militates with any rational plan of fr6t 
government. , It is fonnething extraordinary, that 
they Vhofe memories have fo well ferved them 
with regard to light and ludicrous e^rdHons 
which years had configned to oblivion, ihouldnot 
have been able to quote a fingle paflage in a piecie 
So lately pubKlhed, which contradidis any .thing 
he has formerly ever laid in a ftyle eitlier ludi* 
■f rous or ferious- They quote his former fptcches, 
and his former votes, but not one fyllable froni 
the book. It is only by a collation of the .<me 
with the other that the alledged inconfifien^ cay 
,be eftablilhed. But as they are unable to dte any 
fuch contradictory paflage, fo neither can they 
fhew any thing in the general tendency and fpirit 
of the whole work unfevourable to a rati(Hjal and 
gaierous.fpirit of liberty ; unle& a warm oppofi-, 
tion to the ffurit of levelUngj to the fpirit of inw 
piety, to the fpirit of profcription, plunder, mur- 
der and cannibalifm, be adverfe to the true prin- 
.x:iple8 of freedom. 

The author of that book is fuj^fcd tq.have 
rpaffed from eitreme to extreme ; but he has al- 
ways kept lumfelf in a medium. ."Kus charge is 
.not fo wonderful. It is in the najiure of things, 
.that they who are in the centre of a circle fliould 
appear direftly oppofed to thofe^ who view them 

from 
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from any part of the circumference. In that 
middle point, however, he will ftill^emain, though 
he may hear people who themfdves run beyond 
Aurora and the Ganges, cry out, that he is at the 
extremity of the weft. 

In the lame debate Mr, Burke was rcprefaited 
as arguing in a -manner which implied that the 
Britilh conftltution could ncrt be defended, but by 
abufing all repuHicks antient, and modem. He 
■fcid nothing to give the leaft ground for fuch a 
cenfure. He never abufcd all repubUcks. lie has 
never profefied himlelf a friend or an enemy to 
r^ublicks or to monarchies in the abftra£t. He 
thought that.the circumftances and habits of every 
country, which it is always perilous and produc- 
tive of the gfreateft calamities to force, are to de- 
dde upon the form of its government. There is 
nothing in his nature, his temper, or his fciculties, 
which fliould make him an enemy to any rcpub- 
lick modern or antient. Far from it. He has 
ftudied the form and fpirit of ^epublicks' very 
early in life ; he has ftudied them with great at 
tention ; and with a mind undifturbed by affec- 
tion or prejudice. He is indeed convinced that 
.the icience of government would be poorly cul- 
tivated without that ftudy. But the refult in his 
mind from that inveftigation has been, and ia, 
that neither England nor France, without infinitp 
^tfiment to them, as well in the event as in the 
K 3 experiment, 
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e^ierimeiit, could be brought into a reput]&a0 
form ; but that every thing rcftufalkaiL which caa 
be introduced with fafety into either of them» 
mufi be built upon a monarchy i built upon a real, 
not a nominal monarchy, as its ejential bafis \ that 
allfuch inftitutions, whether ariftocratickor de- 
inocratick, muft originate from their crowo, asd 
in all their .proceedings mufi refer to \A ; that by 
the energy of that main fpring alone thofe repub- 
lican parts mufi be &t in adion,. and from theoec 
mufi derive their whole k^ iSe&, (as asnongft 
us they aduaUy do) or the whob wiU fall iiU» 
confufion. Thefe repubUcao members have no 
other point but the crown in ii^iich. tliey can, 
pebbly unite. 

This is the opaion exprefled in Mr. Burke's 
book. He has never varied in that opinion fines 
he came to years of difcretlon. But furdy, if at 
any time of his life he had entertained (Aber no- 
tions, (which however he has never hdd or pro- 
fefied to hdd) the horrible calamities bcougbt 
upon a great people, by the wild attempt to force 
their country into a r^ubHck, might be more 
^ than fufficaent to undeceive his underftanding, and 
to free it for ever from fuch defiructive fancies. 
He is certMn, that many, even in France, have 
been made fick of their theories by their very fiic- 
cefs in reaUzing them. 

To fortify the imputation of a de&rtion from 

hi* 
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it Ihs bocn tlie twia«& of his grongtb to rcfism 
3>M<» 19 giovenunpat ; and hU hA i^Ue eSorta 
are du^yed 'm a ftnigig^ againft them. JPbliti- 
C9% he lu8 lived m Unt elemeiEiJ: ; politically he 
will cUe in it. Before he departs, I will admit £or 
him that he ddbrves to have ail his titks of merit 
brought fbrthf as they have been, for grounds 
of coadeianatiofi,- if odc word, jufli'iying or fup» 
porting ahufes of any fort, 13 to be found in tliat 
book which has kindled fo nu^ih indignation in 
the mind of a ^eat man. On the coatrary, it 
ijpixes no esJAiag abufe. Its very pnrpofe is to 
make war with ahufes ; not, indeod, to make war 
with the dead, but with thofe which Hve, and 
Souriih, and reign. 

The purpQfc for which tlie abufes of govem- 
9ient are thought into view, formfi a very mat& 
rial confideration in the piode of treating them. 
The coni|duiits of a ftiend are thtn^ very differ- 
ent from the inveAives of an encaBy. The charge 
of ahufes on the late monarchy of France, was not 
intended to lead to its reformation^ but to jufiify 
its dcftrudHon. They who have raked into all 
hiftory for the feuks of kings, and who have 
^^avated every fault they have found, have 
^ed conMendy \ becaufb they a£ted as oiemies. 
No man can be-a £iend to a tempered monarchy 
K 4 who 
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who bears a dedded hatred to monaixhy itielf. 
He who, at the prefent time, is favourable, or 
even £ur to that fyfiem, mutt, a^ towards it as 
towards a Mend with frailties, who is under the 
profecution of implacable foes. I think it a duty 
in that cafe, not to inflame the puUick mind ag^nfi: 
the obnoxious perfon, by any exaggeration of his 
faults.. It is our duty rather to palliate his errors 
and defe£b, or to caft them Into the fhade, and 
induftrioully to bring forward any good -qualities 
that he may happen to poffels. But when the man 
K to be amended, and by amendment to be pre- 
feryed, then the line of duty takes another direc- 
tion. When his iafety is efleftuafly pronded for, 
tt then i>ecomes the office of a friend to urge his 
feults and vices with all the energy of enlightened 
affeftion, to paint them in their moft vivid co- 
lours, and to bring the moral patient to a, better 
halut. Thus I think with regard to individuals ; 
thus I think with regard to antient and re- 
dded governments and orders of men. A f[n- 
rit of reformation is never more, doufiftent with 
li&lf, than when it refufes to be renderai the 
means of deftrudion.- 

I fuppofe .that enough is Md upon thefe heads 
of accuiktion. Qne more I had neatly forgotten, 
but I fliall foon difpatch it. The author of the 
j^efledions, in the opening of the laft parliament, 
entered on the Journals of the Houfe of Commons- 
a motion 
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a motion for a remonftrance to the crown, which 
is fubftantially a defence of the preceding parlia- 
ment, that had bten difToIved under difpleafure. 
It is a defence of Mr. Fox. It is a defence of the 
Whigs. By what connection of argument, by 
what aflbciation- of ideas, this apology for Mr. Fox 
and his party is, by him and them, brought to 
criminate hb and their apologifi, I cannot eafily 
divine. It is true, that Mr. Burke received no 
previous encouragement from Mr. Fox, nor any 
the leaft countenance or fupport at the time when 
the motion was made, from him or from any 
gentleman of the party, one only excepted, from 
whole friendfliip, on that and on other occafions,' 
he derives an honour to which he muft be duIT 
indeed to be infenfible." If that remonftrance 
therefore was a falfe or feeble defence of the mea- 
fures of the party, they were in no wife affefted 
by it. It ftands on the Journals. TTiis fecures to 
it a permanence which the author cannot expect 
to any other work of his. Let it fpeak for itfdf 
to the prefent age, and to all pofterity. The party 
had no concern in it ; and it can never be quoted 
againft them. But in the late debate it was pro- 
duced, not to clear the party from an improper 
defence in which they had np fhare, but for the 
kind purpofe of Infinuating an inconfiftency be- 
tween the prindl|des of Mr. Burke's defence of 

f Mr. Windham. 

the 
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It requirf^ S^'^t ingenuiry to m^ put {^c^ 9 
^aPioU^ betw^ep the two caiJps, is to fi9\m4 4 
^rge of iacpn^Lfteucy. in the princi^tts d^uft^ 
ifi. arguing the oae and the other. What tcI^^q 
h^ Mr. Fox's Inidia bUl' to the coafiitution. of 
^r^p^e ? Vfiiat rehtioD had tk^ copAitMtipn tq 
the qu«iUon of eight, iii an bovSe qf commop^ tq 
^ve<H: to withhpkl |ta confidence £fqm ni^ffters, 
^ to ^te that opinion to the croa^. ? Wl^ 
had t^ dilcMffioa tQ do wkh I^, ^iirlcie'fc. 'yif3. ift. 
f 7$4, of the i^ coAfequences which p^ufi i» (l^e 
end V-'i& to the crown from letting ii^ the cqki^ 
mons at large as an oppofite iptereft to t^ com- 
mons in parliament ? What has this diicufl^m tq 
do with a recorded warning to the pec^, of the^- 
f^hly forming a precipitate judginqat agaii^ thejr 
ireprefentativra ? What bad Mr. Burke's opinion of 
the danger of introducing new tbe<uretic^ lait- 
gu»ge unknown to the recprc^ of the king4i?ii(i, 
and calculated to ejiate vexatious quefttojis, ipto 
9 perU^nKntary proceeding, todj? with the French 
a0einbly, wlw;b de£e$ all precedent, and l^aces 
Hfi whoiLe gkf y in realising what had been thoi^ht 
the moft vifiQnary theories ? W^ Jjia^ this 14 
comoHHi with the abojjtion (^ the Frei^ wfi- 
ftarchy, or with the principjei upon which thfi 
Engliih revolution was iuftified^ a revolution in 
which 
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ntjima, rel^cBifly. ixJSi«c» to " tabs form of QaxoA 
** words,^' without cxchuiieg £roni private ££■ 
cnAaiis, 6ifdi tenns of ut as nay ftrve. bn nan- 
Aa& zn enqmry £oc which none but -private perv 
&ais are re^xinfible^ -Hufe wene the. ti^tdcB ef 
Mr. Bku^x's propofed reznonAiance ; ati. e£ wUdi 
topicks iu{q}o& tha exifience and. roatual rattan 
of (HIT three eftites; wrdlaBthe rdadoaaf tbc 
^ft India conqony ta tkc cro!WD, to paifUaosient^ 
and to the peculiar laws^ rightly aad u£q;tt of the 
peopld of IBaA^soL. What Mf^nnce* I ih^» had 
thefe topicks to the conftitutioa of' fVaaoe, in 
which there is no king, no lords, no coacnnoQa, no 
India cnmiKiny to injure or fiipport, no Indian exor 
I»re to govern or of^reE i What rdation had aU 
or 2Jxy of thefe, or any quefiioa wUdi could ariie 
betweoi the pKrogattves of the crown and th< 
privities of parfiament, with the cenfure of thofe 
ibdious perfons in Great Britain, whom Mr. Burke 
fiates to be enga^, not in favour of priviteg; 
agdnft prerogative, or of prerf^tiTe againft pri- 
vilege, but in an open attempt againfi our crown 
' and our pariiameqt ; againft - our conftitution in 
church and ftate j agaiaft aU the parts and ordari 
which ctmipole the one and the o^wr ? 

No perfond weiie more fiercely adive i^;ainll 

Mr. Fox, and againft the meafures of the houfe 

of commons dilTdved ih 1 784, wiiich Mr. Burke 

-defends 
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defebds m thk rfmbnftrance, thAxlereral of t&oft 
k'erolution-irHLkers, whom Mr. Burke condemtis 
alike in his remonflrance, and in his book. Thef^ 
revolutionifts indeed vaxy be wdl thou^t to viiry 
in thdr condaA. He. is,, however, far. from ac- 
cufing th£m, 'in this variation, of thefinalkft de* 
grec of inconiiftency. He is pcrfuaded, that they 
are totally indifferent at which end they b^in the 
demolition of the conMtution, — Some are for coin- 
jnendng their operations with the .deftru<itiDn of 
the dvil powers, in order the better to ptdl down 
the ecclefiaflical ; foffie wifh to b^;in with the ecr 
defiafiica], in order . to Militate the niin of the 
civil i fome would deftroy the houfe of commons 
through the crown ; fbme the crown through t|hc 
houfe of commons; and fome would overturn 
both the one and the other through what they call 
the people. But I bdieve that this injured writer 
will think it not at all ioconfiftent with his prrfent 
duty, or with his former life, ftrenupufly to op- 
pofe all the various psirtizans of deflru^on, let 
them begin where, or when, or how they , will. 
Ho man would fet his £ice more determinedly 
againft thofe who fliould attempt to deprive them, 
or any .defcription of men, of the tights they pof- 
fels. No man would be more fte^dy in prevent- 
ing them firom abufing thofe rights to the deflruc- 
tion of that happy order under which they enjoy 
them* , As to their title to any thing fiirther, i? 
ought 
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oi^t tQ be gr(nmded on die proof ' the^r ^ve (^ 
the iafcty *itli which power may be tnifted in 
^idr hands. TVhen they attaapt without di^uife, 
^ot to win it 'from our afie^ions, but to force.it 
|r<Qm our fears^they fliew, in-the diarafter of their 
l^ieans of obtaining it, the uie they would make 
j?fith^r,d<Mninion. That writer is too well readin 
men, not to know how often the defire and defigh 
'Dfartyruulickd(Hnination lurksihthe daimofan 
■jtxtravagant liberty. Perhaps in the beginning it 
fdways <^plays itietf in that manner. No man has 
.ever a&ded power which he did not hope from 
Ahe favour of -the exiftinggovemmOTt, in any other 
-mode.: , 

. -. The attadb^ (Mi the author's confiftency rdative 
■to Ffiujce,.are (However grievous they'may be to 
.Itfs feelings) in a great degree external to him and 
.to us,- and comparatively of litde moment to the 
.{neople of England.. The fubftantial charge upon 
him is concerning his doctrines relative to the re- 
-volution of t688. Here it is, that they who fpeafc 
-in the name of the party have thought proper to 
Cenfuiiejiim the mofi loudly^ and with the greateft 
afperity. Here they fiiften ; and, if they are right 
in their h£t, with fuffident 'judgment in their fe- 
leftuMQ. If he be guilty in this point he is e^ially 
-blameable, whether he is confiftent or not; If he 
endeavours to dehide his countrymen by a ^lie 
-reprefentatiqn of the fpirit of that leading event, 

and 
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andrftlRtniesBture aHdoonmaf ^g^wmu 
meAt formed in amfeqoeacciof it, he is dee[dy te- 
i^nfflile ; he is an enemy to the fine coisftitutkiii 
of ^K kingdom. But He is doc gaUty iniany (ea^ 
I ataMamibatin hx R e ft efll CBiB he has fated dw 
cdvokdion and the fettkweid: upon dieir. trac 
priadplte «£ legal icafon smd oonfiuiMikteal pt^ 
Key. 

His ootfaoiritras ake the ftSs 4nd deetoatidi* «f 
iBsHionrat givAi in dieb pr@^r words. So Itir 
■B ihAgp, nothing czA be added to what he hvH 
tpSJOKi. Iht queiMon »» whetbef he has tiiid<*P>- 
fbtfad lifetfi ti^fdy. i tbif^ t^ Qw^ I^IA 
enough. But we muft now fee whether he pt^ 
«cab-widi atftin--au£hortey than Mb «Nt%i<^^ 
dloQs; andiffae does» ofl wlmt C)i% «f ^M^KfrkJr 
Ibe^ooeeds. inxhis^part, fais defence "wtfafttbb 
loide Vy mrgument, tout hy wager 'of law. Mb 
tAes his coiMfmogsitdrs, his voui^q^ ^ ■gaOBSB- 
tees, along xpith him. I know, that he vfH ink 
be iktisfied with a jwftificatioB |»ocda^g on ge- 
nenl re^^ons of pcdicy. He vaaiBt Xk dt^Hbded on 
lany grounds too j or l]fe caxsSt h net fo etnaMe 
iiE I Mrifli it to appear. It mnft be made out iinr 
faim, not only, that in his conftniftion oif thdfe 
pubfidc afb and mcmutnents he confwms his^df 
th the niles of 'Mr, legal, and 4«gk!d -^terprea- 
tion ; but it mofi 4k proved that his coffftfu^tAi 
H'ia perfed baniuxiy with that <tf tbb antknt 
whigs. 
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wUgi, tb irhl»ni, againlft the fetttence 4f tlhe ttki- 
dern, on his paR, I tiet^ apptai. 

Thil Jtily,- it \*iU be twenty-fix years* fince he 
bi:Gti¥iie vtAu'ected with a man whofe memory wtt 
evfcr bept-ecioB^ t6 Eng^men of all pardes, as 
IdAg &s tte ideis Of hCHttcnlt sitd 'rurtue, fntifick 
XHd pttraxey ere underftood and choit^ hi tfab 
hfttion. Tkat memory will be kept ilive vkk 
pattkubr vt^eratioh by all »MiO)Ml tiid b<Hibut> 
abte wli^ Mt. b^ke eaieired into a ctiimtsim 
«it^ that party, through that vnaini ax An ^, ^ 
f^om ra* and immaEure ; at thofe years when taeA 
aice aH they ztt ever Bkdy to becortfej whda h« 
tpasU the prime aind vigour (^ his ^fe; wheA^e 
powers <^ 4i^ underfbndiDg, according to thfdr 
ft^i^ard, were at the beft ; his faettiory exerc^edj 
fS& judgment fdrmed ; and !ns rea^bg, much 
freiher in the recolkdidn, atid much readier in 
the app£cation, than nov it is. He was at that 
time as lft:ety as moft men to know what were 
whig and what were tory princiides. He was ift 
a fituation to difcern what fort of whig principjes 
rfiey entertained, with whom it was his Will td 
ftn-m an «emri connexion. Foolifli he wouM 
have been at that time of life (more foolifii thaii 
afty man who undertakes a pwbiick truft would be 
thought) to adhere to a caufe, which he, amotogft 

•July 17th 1765. 
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.aU thofb who were engaged in it, had the leaft fan' 

guine hopes of, as a. road to power. 

There are who remember, that on tfae removal 
.of Xhe whigs in the year 1766, he was as free to, 
choole another connexion as any man in the 
kingdom. To put himfelf out of the way of the 
negotiations wliich were then carryii^ on very 
eagerly, and through many channels, with the earl 
sii Chatham, he went to Ireland very foon after 
the change of miniftry, and did not return until 
the, meeting of parliament. He was at that tJme 
free from any thing which looked like an engage- 
ment. He was further free at the delire of bis 
friends ; for the very day of his return, the mar- 
quis of Rockingham wiihed him to accq}t an 
eto|doyment under the new fyftem. He beliieves . 
he might have had fuch a fituatlon ^ but agwi he 
cheerfully took his fate with the party. 

It would be a ferious imputation upon the pru- 
dence of my friend, to have made even fuch tri- 
vial facrifices as it was in his power to make, for 
principles which he did not truly embrace, or did 
not perfeffly underftand. In either cafe the folly 
would have been great. The queftion now is, 
yvhether, when he firft praftically profeffed whig 
princifJes, he underftopd what principles he pro- 
fefled i and whether in his book, he has ^thfully 
exprefled them. 

When 
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' ' When he entered into the whig pirty, he did 
not'coticdve that they pretended to' any dHco* 
virks. They did not afeft to be Utter whigst 
than thofe were who lived in the diys in which 
prindple was put to the teft. Some of the whigs 
of thofe days were then Kving. They were what 
the whi^ had been at the revdudon ; what they 
had beoi during the reign of queen Anne[ what 
they liad been at the acceflion of the ptefeiit r6y:d 
fmiily. ' 
; "What they were at thofe periods is to be feent 
It rardy happens to a party to have the opportu- 
nity' of 'a dear, autJientick, recorded declaration of 
thor pidkical tenett upon the fubjeft of a great 
coziiH^iitianal event like that o£ the revolution. 
The whigs had that opportunity, or, to fpeak more 
prbpetlyy they made it. The impeachment of 
•Dr.-'Sadiie^ad was undertaken by a whig minif- 
try and a whig houfe of commons, and carried 
on before a prevalent and fteady majority of whig 
peers. It was carried on for the exprels purpofe 
<Kf ftating the true grounds and principles of the 
revolution ; what the commons emphatically call- 
ed that fouruiatun. Itwaa carried on for the pur- 
'P<Kre of condemning the principles on which the 
.revolution was firft oppoied, and afterwards ca- 
inmniated, in order by a juridical fentence of the 
Mg^eft: authOTity to confirm and fix whig prin- 
.ciples, as they had operated both in the relUbnce 
■: . Voi^ VI. L to 
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to king StwKs, ahd in the fiiUbqncnt itttkmefit ; 
•nd to fix dieih in the exta^ aid: wkfa the Umtp 
titfions with SrtndL it was mcatat tfaey flioufal tw 
underfkood bf poftecity. TluB mlatflers and mif 
f^^exs £ar the cotnmonB ivcno pofoes wfao hi^ 
many of than, an adrtb ftdre in the revDhitioD* 
Moft of them had£eenkat as age ci|>3bleof n>- 
fieJ^oci. l%e gnml ergif» and tUl tbt dUbtfO^mt 
■viiich kd to tty and iblknvcd it» were then altrc 
in the memory and converiation of all men. "iht 
aahagers for tiae oommims nwiftibe -fiif^Kifid^ to 
have ipoloctt on time iiili^xbc fotnkiitUiM 9f 
the leading <^xty in. t^ .ccMitimDpgt and .of. the 
whig milnllry. Undoubted^ ifa^fpflilttd^ifadr 
evm private .bpinions ; and tfac priratB wpiirinnt 
v£ fuch QKEi &^ not -mthoot wdg^ Thay ^MK 
not unAratiies doihr^t men vfao kui ftac^eA % fop 
<onftitution out}' mits xtaxtomjt and -^b« dMtf 
ttyltenx. They knowit a^\% jaA in MGBoa. 

In this proceeding, the ^vibog iMHtcipln. «) ii^ 
.|>hed to the revolution and fefedopcist, wre .t« ^ 
^und, or they are to be foimd mo ^«4)ere. I *ifr 
4he whig readers of this appeal &rft to tutor M 
Mr. Kurke's Refle^ons ^'from p^ ao t<qh 50$ 
and then to attend Xf> the idlkn&ts^ taxn&t 
from the trial of Dr. Sacbeverd. A&er lUs, 
'they will confider two things ; firft, wfaedier the 
■do£inne4n Mr. Burke's Rdloftionsbe conlbnitt 
\to that of the whigs of that petiod ^' aiui fcomidly* ■ 
whether 
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AoRi sqtils Jdif |yedeQ«IS>rs of thlOfl tfi, 1/4 
la loan i«w f«»i«(il«) jrf irJiijigiflni iRipon<4 
final FraKn, ud i^fegJoMiM in tbu cpwuny 

«li ftngt die panphitSS) «i^ <m goptMning UtT 
fidbisii cKosl Af fiM ^agd») wc i(i^)#ri<)H% 
circulated in all parts of the two kin^oms. . Jiif 
jtditlr itfik, tad Idiitr lolH w^ ttM^ SVSSwi. 

aan^viir'vUss Md. ihM tiK fe)ter«igci|^ 
lAeAer,«B»ld(M IfjT iMM Iff JPiwy, *(* ii»f «»lr 
4({^l»>mt)i« ptnplF (ja {wSjipii ^9Ffl(fim^ 

flsr-iwnli^fiiftpg or ta^^miffg *>) iw titw, w 

«k<l Fmp)e i;^ ;^«K Ijniqwignty fagfimiY M># 
amlli i i inli ty rjfidwi tto«<u<><<vlemay:l«s^4^ 
<1»9A Wsffl, flflt flqly igr jiia(:pn(t»^ )iat wi^Jv 

CTtlW ni'<flW l i ! # rilt pjMi tlWt <l>^«H)f fii' Ht 

4aiNiww<iritkiiM«or ^omnnrM at. Aw fin- 
jfasf tint dw peppfe ate iAaKiillr<Mr wnmkk 
aut iliar nil iIk rnmriyt «r (Mr MOJk^i riM 
lie trnwetlmiifSaif imotn ersfa IM^tSt/^ 
ao(a»s ibemife mip&nui htvtt sl^^jn M «» 

timm •nciigCi^teisgtliM: It kMo afiijkjt 

in it, but does not paft tD fpSmff- fMt^iS' 
VSoM amxnvg&e tt(tlf^t«miiiM^ liiejr 

La. arc 
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•are far frrtm accuratfjy defining, but- by whicl^ 
from many circumftaiKts; it is^tain enough thef 
tnean their own faAion, if tttey Ihottld grow by 
early armiitg, by treachery, or TiolMic«, -'Into' the 
prevailing force) tend. In my ojnnion, to the oner 
fubverfion, not only of all goTernueatj in aB 
fnodes, and to aU ftable fecurities to riujooal free- 
dom, but to all the rules and jnrmdples of mttfality 

.kftif. ■.■,■■;■.':. .'-.■;> 

la&rt, that the antieBt whigs held doiEbuie^ 
totally dl&rent from t^ofe I have 1^ mentioiied. 
I-a&rt,- dhat die foundilttoiis kid down- by the 
commonsj'on the trial of I>^ Sacheverd, f(tt jufc 
tHyingrfie rivolution of 1688, are theveryfime 
v^d down iit Mr. Burke's- rtSeflibns ;•' that ■ ii' ib 
Xiy)—^a breach <rf the original cvntra&i Im^SsS&i^ltA 
'expreffed in the -coriffitutidfi'isf^this couiiiry^-'SSfa 
Wiemebf ^ovcmtcieBt- fonftineiitaBy ahd'^i*!©- 
ttb^'fi^d-in ^g;-4i9rd^'aGd!-tommon^.-^l^tt 
19u^i\»AaiklntAlt»^b««rasl1ofstft^ antient^iinftt 
^uKon, by 'mw of 'its partsj having been attemptzd^ 
iMd itt e&d:ac£bmplilhed,'^irittfied tlie rerofatfon^ 
^atitWasjul^fiedsft^iiqpAn-tlie ntcejity-vi tie 
'hSs ; ■ aff the-tf«/;' means -left ■ fW- 4he r^sovery of 
'6xA •atttHrit co&ttitutloft, fsrinod by'the :«^tftnj/ 
Yb)tft-n<9d^the Britifli ^te^as itrdl as ftrfichd^ 
T&fepraSrfetioiiof thejiSfflf^governnieDti'- "JEhefc 
*e the pfintsrtd be proved! • : 
\' A g^BCFalopcniivgXQ thechargea^rtft-Dr. Sal* 
>■■'■ *. J. cheverd 
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cfaeverd was made by the attoroey-general, Sir 
Jckn Montagu ; but as there is nothing in that - 
openii^ fpeech- which tends very accurately to 
fctde the principle upon which the whigs pro- 
ceeded in the profecution (the plan of the fpeech 
not requicmg it) I proceed to that of Mr. Lech- 
mere, the manager, who fpoke next after him^ 
The follo*ing are extrafts, given,- not in the ex- 
ad order in which they ft^d in the printed trial, 
but in that which is thought moft fit to bring the 
ideas of the whig (^mmoos diOin^y under our 
view. ■. ! X' 

■:•.,• ■ .MR^LECHMERE.* 

, * It becomes an IndifpenfabU ^Mty upon us, who 
\ appear in the n^ne' and on the behalf of all the, 

* commons of Great Britain, not only to demand 

• your lordfliips juftice on fuch a criminal [Dr. Sa* 
' cieverel] but clearly and openly to ajfert ourfoun- 
' dations' — — — 

' The nature of our conltitution is that of a li- Tii^t ih« 



* communicated and divided between queen, -lordsw gkpkis u 

ortEUial 

*- and commons ; though the executive power and conmo. 

* adminiilration be wholly in the, crown. The 
' tenos of fuch a conlHtution do- not only fuppofe. 



•5tateTriaU,vol;T.p.e61. 

L 3 'but 
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^ but el$f<£y lA ftflgbtd chatna beiwtai difr 
'- <^ t^e^Hfh afid eh« f)eo[^ ; ^ ^«^idi that fii^mtatf 

* f(met was (by fiititual doiifow, attd tibx. by k- 
' cideat) littiited, Ind lodged in more handt than 

* 66^. Ahd /i« mifiriA frtfirvAtm ^/uch a em* 
» *-Jiihamf9rfi thMy <^fJ» w»yjii*i# ioi^j fttudomtmA 

* ebangei deTAffrytrdtet to yOui" hrdflupt tbt Mitinaaaee 
t ^o/tbe/atiKcmtraff/ -«**-.-« 

* The confc<lut!nees *tf fueb i frafiw of gbreril* 
' ihenc at6 obvkms. *nat the ibwi art) the rtAe 
'-f<Sb6thi the c<MnmcM meifure <^ tha pcy<Mt ^ 

' * the crown, and of the obedience of the fut^ndf 

* and if the executive part endeavours thc/ubvfr- 
*Jiori and total de/h-aH'tiH ^tht gWemment^ the ori- 

* ^nal contraA is thereby broke, and the right of 
' ill^aAce 6t^:&i } thst patt of tHe g09«riIi>Ktit, 

t. ' tH-Mfa^uHmeniaH) inj6r«dj hath & tigbC 1« filK 
d * 6f fec6*cr that edfiftifiitie* irt wfcith it hud JW 

* <higiAil iritereSi' u*u m- — j. 

* the rm^ar^ mtAvit (whidi is th«' ph(^ «fej 
J, * by the commons in their firft article) are wWds 

' inide eh6Icfc ^ ti^ than i^ih the gfm0 ciittM. 

* Th&fii fiieftfid ilt« described (ifl th« pranbift td 

< O^il- t3i^«) te bie^ ih^t ^orioM ctiterpriKe. 

< ^hitih hii H»^ fhkje^ bAden66k| vith an Mifi- 

< t!d forSii t& dt^A thU Btig^m £rdfti pd|«fy 
" * tea iiWWWy tJbWei* 5 «h« feOheuttfittte ©f ftftn^ 

* fut^eds of the reahn, who came over with him 
*m that enttffHzfc, iW bi toany others of «// 
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,ranh Mtd tt^4ersf wivo appeared in arms in many 
' parts of the kingdom in aid of that enterprize. 

* Thefe were the means that brought about, the 
. *. revolution ) and which the ad that paffed foon 

* after, declaring the rights and liberties of the fab' 
*_/e^, andfittling ihefucce/fion efihe crown, intends, 

* when his late majefty is therein called the glo~ 

* rww i^firumtnt of dcliwriag the kingdom ; and 

* which the commons, in the laft part of their 

* firft article, exprefe by the word rejijlance. 

,* But the commons, who will never be unmind- ,^,7^^ 

* ful of the allegiance of the fubjedls to the crrjjti ^^^^^^ 

* of this fealm, judged it highly incumbent upon ^^'^"^^ 

* them, out of regard to the fafety of her majejifs a""". «• 't** 

* perfon and government, and the antient and legal titutiiHt. 
' cen^iuaion of this kingdom^ to call that refiftance 

' the necefary means j thereby plainly founding 
' that power, rig^t, and reffiftance, which was ex- 
' ercilied by the people at the time of the happy 

* 4i:vcdution, and which the duties of fJf-prcfer- 
V* ttofMn and religion called them to, upon the N£- 

* CJiSSITY of the csfe, and at the fame time effeQu- 

* ally fteuring her majeftft government, and the due 

* fllegiance of all her fubjeilu' — — — 

* The nature of fuch an original contrail of go- haye the 
*.Tenunent provM, that there is not only a power renin pre. 
' in the pepf^, who have inherited this freedom^ to the con" 

* aflert thdr own title to it ; but they are bound the i^me 

4 'intjoii. 
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*. in duty to tranfinit xYitfame conftitution' to their 
* pofterity alfo.' 



Mr. Lechmere made a fecond fpeech. Notwith-i 
Handing the clear and iatisfa^tory manner in which 
he delivered himfelf in his firft upon this arduous 
queftion, he thinks himfdf bound agun diftiodly 
to afiert the £inie foundation ; and to jufUiy the 
revolution on the cafe vf neceffitj oniy^ upon prin- 
ciples perfectly coindding with thofe hud down 
in Mr. Burke's letter o» the French afiiurs. 



MR. LECHMERE. 

' Your lordfiiips were acquainted. In opraitig 

* the charge, with how great caution, and with 
■ * what unfeigned regard to her majefty and het 
' * government, and the duty and allegiance of her 

' fubjefts, the commons made ufe of the words 

* neceffary means, to exprefe the refiilance that waS 

* made ufe "of to bring about the revolution, and 

* with the condemning of which the doAor is 

* charged by this article-; not doubting -but that 
' the honour and juftice of that refiftance, frtta 

* the nsce£ity of that cafe, and to which aloni tve have 

^JiriQly 
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m 



'\^ri^ cmfined ourfelves, when duly ponldefed, 

* would confirm and ftrchgthen,t and be undex^ *;5I;5t hn! 
' ftood to be an efiedual fecurity- for an aHepant^ pii™ ih«t 

* of the fnbjeft to the crown of this realm, in every y"'* *>" 

* other cafe where there is not the. fame. hece^y, aii& •ithautai* 
' that the right of the peo[de to /elf'd^Kcej aiU 

* prejirvatitn cf their iibgrties, by refyiance, as their, 
' loft remedy, it the refult of a cafe offuch neceffity 
*, only, and by -wkieb the bnginal contraft between 

* kittg and people, « broke. ■ This naas the pririapie 

* laid dswn and earned thrmgh all that was find 
*• with refpefl to allegiance ; and>on which iob^da^ 
' tion, in the narne and en theiehalft^ all tbe'COtW' 
' vions of Great Britain^ we ajfert andjujlify that re- 

' fijianee by which the late happy revolution was brought • 

* about* — — ■ -t- ; . ; 

* It appears to your lordDbips and the world, 

* that breaking the original contrast beiitieen king and 

* people, were the words made chrace of by that 

* houie of commons, [the houfe of commons which 

* originated the declaration of right,] with the 

* greatefi deliberatitn and judgment, and approved 

* of by your lordfhips, in that firft and funcbraen* 
' tal fiep towards the re-ejtablijhment of the govern- 

* ment, which had received fo great a (hock from 

* the evil counfels which had been given to that 
♦. unfortunate prince.* , 
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Sk kim Ha^Hes, another of the minzgsrs, i!bl- 
l«m the fiept of !his bretlKen, pofiktvdy affirming 
An doftrijie of non-relifbuKe to goTerameDt to 
be the general, metal, regions, and political role 
ibr the fiil^eft ; and juflifyii^ the revtHution on 
tlw iame prindpie with Mr. Ba^e, that u, at a» 
93captimjrem neeeffhy. — ^Indeed he carriea the doc- 
trine on the general idea of ntm-refifiiUice much 
Ibrthdr than A&. Burke has done; and fuU as &r 
is it can perhaps be fuppctf ted by any duty of 
>rr]^ tbiigatioin however noUe and twroick it 
may fait, in itony tiifo, to fuffer death rather thaa 
«ttflurb the tntnqoiBity <^ our country. 



SIR JOHN hawles.* 

* Certadnly it muft be granted, that the dodrlnf 

* that coftunandfl obedience to the fupreooe power, 
^ * timfb in tbir^i aattrary tt imture^ ereit to fv^r 

* death, Dt-hich is the hig^ieft injufikx: that can be 
' done a nun, rather than nuke an (^pofittoa to 

* the rupreme power [is reaioi^lejjl becaufe the 

* death of (me, or fome fcw^ private perfons, is a 

• Page 676. 

+ The words necefiary to tUc completion of the rcntence are 
wanted ift tl*e ^nted trial— but the coniiruiiion of 'ritt- fen- 
tcnce, .u well as the foregoing part of the fpeech, jufiify the 
Hi&rti^ 1^ ibau jfkch fupi^iEineoUl Words as4he aboT*. 

Me4 
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*" le& ev^I than dishing tbt 'whtk gowt-itmt»i i^aO. 
*kw nmft needs be tuiddribjod to io^U thf 

* d6ing or £iyiiig any tUag to dlfhirb tb6 ffjfntn^ 

* itient \ the rather becaufe tbe obcflng thit \at 

* cannot be pretended to be againft nature : UmI 

* the dodor's refiifing to obey that imfdidt law, 

* is the reafon for which he i^ ncrw profecuted i 

* though- he would have it believed, that the rea- 
^fOn he is now profecut«d^ wtts for the dodHne 

* be afierted of obe^edce to the fa^me pttwet ; 
« which he utight hare pftftdied u lobg as he bid 

* I^A^ed, tad tibe cdtnotoo* #wdd lUve tAen Ho 

* offence at k, H he luid ftopped there, and not 
' hkre taken ta^on hioi, on that (nretence or occa- 
' £on, to have caft odious e<^ours upon ttie tero* 

* Ibtion/ 



Geberal Stanhope wai among the managers: 
He begins his Qwech by a reference to the o[nni<na 
6( his fdlow managers, which he hoped had put 
beyond all doubt the Uimts and qualifications' that 
the commons hid placed to their do<Mne8 coft. 
ieming the f evolution j yet not&tisfied with this 
general reference, after condemning the prind{de 
of non-refiflance, which is afierted i» the .fennon 
toitbout any exception, and ftating, that under the 
^|>edous pretence 6f preaching a peaoeaU* doc' 

trine. 
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tigfiFt 'Sftcheverel ^d the jacobttes meailt & realitfjr 
%XP4sU;E!.a rdrellum in &vout of the pretender, he 
gi^^Wtly IJinitS' }lis ideab of refiilance with th& 
b^ndz^os .laid down; by his colleague^ find by 
Mr, Burki:. ; ' 

■ \ ■ . . GENERAL STANHOPE. ' 

_,* The coi^tution of England is ficwndcd upon- 
'. company and the fubje^b of this kingdom havey 
^in'their„feve;^|>iiiti)ick.4nd private capacities, at* 

* If^ a title tci whaJv ^e thar rights by law, as »* 
V{ffii>pe.tq ibe ppflffficm of.his crown: 

.J * Youi' . Ic^dfiiips, and, ;moft, that hear ine,afe> 

* witneffes, and muft remember the -ntf^tiet oB 
' thofe times which brought about the revpluliofl : 

* that no ether remedy was left to preferve our re- 
' '^ligion.and liljprtiesi jfi&j/ rename was neceflary^ 

* and confequentiy juft, , — — — 

' Had the doctor,, in the remtuning part of iiis 
*.iernion, preached ^x^ peace, quietnefe and the 
'. like, and ihewn how happy we are under her. 
'• niajefty's adminifiration, and exhorted obedience 

* Jp it, he had never been called to anfwer a charge; 
' atjjKMir lordfiiips.bar. But the tenor of all hia 
' fub^uetit- difcouffe is one continued inve^ve 
i agaii^, the government.' 



ifi: 
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\ Mr. W»Vpoie'(aft«waRl8'Sif •8!obert)'-«M trnt 
of the managfers on this occafion. He was an 'ht9l 
nouraUti man and a found Wing. He "vnk not, M 
thejacol^tes and dtfconteHted whigs of his'^irffe 
have reprefealed hun, arid as ill-infornied peopfe 
ftill reprefent him, a prodigal and corrupt -miflit 
ter. Theydiargedhim in their libels and fedU 
iious converf^ons as having firft reduc^cormpj 
tion to a fyflem. Such was tliclr caAt. But he 
was for- from' governing by corruption. He go^ 
'Vemed by farty attachments. . Hie charge qkf ffC* 
tematit^ corruption is le& aj^&able to him, pet^ 
haps, than to any mtnifter who ever ferved. the 
crown for fo great a length of time. - He gained 
over vwy f#w from the oppofition. ' "Without be- 
ing a genius of the<firft ckds, he was an intpltigeiit} 
pmdentj'and &&'ininifter. He loved peaces and 
he helped to communicate the iame di^fition to 
nations at leaft as warlike and reftlefs as' tha£ id 
vrhichhehad the chief diret^on of affairs, lliough 
he ferved a maftcr who wasfond of martial £ime, 
he kept aH , the eftaWifliments very low. The 
land tax continued at twalhillin^ in the-pound 
for the greater part of his adminiftration. The 
other impofitions wer? moderate. The profound 
repofe, the equal liberty, the firm pfoteftion of 
juft laws- duriAg the long pericxl of his pbWer, 
were the principal caofes of ttmt prolperitywhicH 
aftei^wards tpok fuch rapid firides towards. pei%ci ' 
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tkm ; Md vrUcb fiMiM&»i t9 this n«&}|i itbifity 
to aeqtwe the migtiny glery wJiwA it few &iw 

fiwDs ; b«t his haks wore ^perficfalt Afa^cle^, 
coflrff^ apd over ismilnr ftyle of difti3Mf&, witbt 
out &£dent regwd to per&ws <tr oceft£oDS> aod 
W abDDft totai^rapt of poBtical dsoontnt, Mwrt 
the frrorsbyirindt he'^vafiOfift hivtinUkepHb* 
fide opixtioii; and tbofi: riiroiigh vlii^ his fia» 
tut» obtained the gxcatcft advantage orsx iasm 
Hot: JQ^ce nauA be doQc. The prudeiKe* 4f«^ 
Be&» and vigihsice of -that sua, joined to 1^ 
^EeateA poffible louty in his chandet avd his po^ 
ISlOf^ prefcrmi -tlie cxavn to this ro^ ftmiffi 
and vkh it, their lavs abd Ubottes to this ^combt 
(17. Wi^x^e had no other fba of defiwce £ar 
die Kvidution, dian that of the other' mumgen, 
and (rf^. Burke; and he gives &11 as fittle coun- 
tenance xo any az^bitraiy attempts, on the ptnt .<^ 

ments. afiCQrding^ to their £kfieie3i. 

MR. WALtOLE. ' .' 

^^*t * Sefift»« ia«>^«w ensaed ito he l^al,but: 

^"^j?"'i • Sab^e&ed, by ajl the Jaws bow «i beings to the 

M^eDoc- (grattdlpBuities. Itisiidtatisnot«caimot,n«r 

. .- . . * ought 

D,.;,l,ZDdbyG00^IC 
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* ought ever to be defcribed, or affirmed, in any 

* polltiTe hcWy to be excuiable : when, and upon 

* what Hsver-to-be^tcft^ed ocotfiww, it may be ex- 

* oxi&d, no man can fore&e ; and it ought ntver ta 

* be tiiMfbt ^, im ^ehtn an vftrr JiiAai^fian ^lb* 

* ima tf the r^lm ihnaHnj ihe wbait ftamt <f^mtf 

* coi^itmtm»i and m redrefi .can etbtrwifa j« ^^^ff^ 
^f». It tkcH&tte does, and 0^^ far nur, t<l 
^-jiandj'ia tke- CfC and letter tif the law, aathfi 

* hi^^i^eetB. JBut because any nuot, co-party of 

* men, auy .not, oot laf fally «r mntonnds, .coai' 

* anc 'tsearfbn, or nake tfaieif ovn difctntaDts, 3H 

* priiK^iBi,criii%aifed a£Eedipns to anotiKrin- 
« ttnft, ^ pnteace to »fift tbe fiqicane power, 

* ikU k fidlogr-iiom chpice tlut t&e nomtji ate^ty utmofi oe- 

* €B)i^at net to e^gsge anatioB m its mm d^ntce, '^^^^ 



^ ioteph. iekyi was, as I have always heawl ' 
and bdieved, as nearly as any individual could be, 
l3ie very flaiidanJ of wU^ ]iri)aia|^ in his Jge< 
iOe was aieamed, and an ahk -HiLan j iiiB of Jio- 
AQBTj izn^^ity^ and jnftlidc :^nirit ; no lorer cf 
innoration; noritt^ofed to chai^lnaielidpria* 
dffles £Dr the ^ddy £iihkm of tiie hour. - Let u£ 
hesa this whig. 
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' - ■ «fc JWEPH JBKYL. 

^"^oTfhte ' * In- clearing Up and vimKcatiiig the juftice of 

SbiiaBoD"' * **** revolutibn, -vMch was the fecond thing pro- 

* pp&d, it is far from the intent of the commonfT 

^'toftatc the limitt dud beundt o£ the fut^eft's fub- 

. * m^on to the foverdgn. That which the law 

> hath bran wifely filent in, the conunons deiire to 

f be fluent in too; nor 'will they futany cafe of a 

' jufti&d}le refifiance, biit that of. the revolution 

■*onljr'j asid. they per/ttade tbemfelves thai. the doing 

,' right to that refijidnce luiil befo far from promoting 

■ I . * popular licence or confufion^ that it wHl have a con- 

Tttotr"'* .'friiryf^^, and be ameans of fettling Toem madt 

the onij- t jff fifg }Q,f^ Iff ^fiii veneration for the laztui ; to ref- 

rumiution. < cuc and fccurc which, was the ONLY aim and 

Untttdim of thtfe concerned in refiftance* 



Dr. S»Jieverd's counfd defended him on tMs 
[oinc^le, namdy— -'that whiUl he enforced from 
the pulpit the general doftrine of non-refiflance, 
he was not obliged to take notice of the theoretick 
limits which ought to modify that dodrine. Sir 
' Jol^h JekyI, in his reply, whilft he controverts its 
application to the dodor's defence, fully admits 

and 
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'ahd eV^n enfbtces the principle itfidf, and fiij^rts 
the revolution Of 1688, as he and all the mana- 
gers had dolie before!, exadly upon the lame 
grounds on which Mr. Burke has built, in his re- 
flexions on the French revolution. 



SIR JOSEPH JEKVlI 

• If the Doctor had pretended to have ftated ^^J^^,'^^ 
' the particular bounds and hmits of non-re&ftance, bounds of 
' and told the people ita wliat cafes th£y might, or ^ce- 
' m^ht not reiift, be would have been much to blame \ 
' nor was one word feid in the articles, dr by the 

* managers, as if that waS expected from him : 

* but, on the contrary, ive ha-ae injijiedy that in NO 

' xafe can refijiame be lav^\ but in cafe g/" extreme Refiflmce 
'neCeflity; and where the confittution cannot ether- iTc^''o(^ 

* wi/e be pre/erved; and fucb necejfity ought to be ^d™bi!au« 

* plain and obvious to the fenfe and judgment of the " '' 
' wbok natiok j and this was the cafe at the reve» 

* ltaion>.' 



T%e coimfel for Doftor Sadieverel, in defend- 
ing their client, were driven in reahty to abandon 
the fundamental prindples of his dodrine, and to 
confels, that ah eKcq>tion to Che general dodrtne 

Vol. VL M of 
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o( paflive cfcetUence and ntwi-refiftance <fid caoft 
in the cafe of the revcdetion. This the muKtgers 
for the commons coniidered as having gained 
their cauie ; as their having obtained the -wbole ctf 
what they contended for. niey congratulated 
themfelves and the nation on a civil viftory, as 
glorious and as honourable as any that had ob- 
tained in arms during t4iat rejgn of triumphs. 

Sir Jofeph Jekyl, in his reply to Harcourt, and 
the other great men who co»dufted -the cairfe for . 
the tc»7 fide, fpoke in the foUowtng memoraUe 
terms, difiin^tly fiating the whole of what the 
whig houfe <^ commons contended for, in the 
name of aB their cmltituents :— 



61 R JOSEPH JEKn» 

MeceOk)' ' My lords, the conceffions [the conccfficina of 

exc(vnioii, ' Sacheverd's counfcij are thefe : — ^That tuc^ty 

and tlie re- , , t t r r t^ 

*oiu(iun a * creates an exeeptten to the general Tvae or lub- 
ceffi^, 'the ' miffion to the prince j — that fuch excqjticai ii 
MnTn'r "j * underftood or implied in the laws that require 
?b" -"^ * ^^^ fubmiflion ;— and that the cafe of the revelu- 
'"°"*- * tion was a cafe of mce^y. 

* Theife are conceffions y& amfh^ aad do ia fully 
*■ aniwer the drift of the commons in this article, 

* and are to the uimofi extent of their meaning i» *» 

* that I cao't forbear congratulating them upon 

thii 
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* this iuccels of theif impeachment ', that in fiill 

* parliamentj this crt-dneoos doArine of unlimited 
' non-refiltance is given up and dtfclaimed. And 

* may it not, in after ages, be an addition to the 

* glories of this bright reign, that fo many of thofe 
' who are honoured with being in her majdty's 
' fervice have been at your lordQiips bar, thus 

* fueeefifuUy contending for the national 'rights of 

* her people, and proving they are not precarious 

* or remedilefi ? 

* But to return to thefe conceffions ; I muft ap- 

* peal to your Jordlhips, whether they are not a 

* total departure from the Doftor's anfwer.' 



I now proceed to flicw that the whig managers 
for the commons rtieant to prefcrve the govern- 
tneiit on a firm foundation, by ilTerting the per- 
petual validity of the fettlement then made, and 
its coercive power upon pofterity. I. mean to Ihc^ 
that they gave no fort of countenance to any doc- 
trine tending to imprefs the peoplejtak.cn feparately 
from the legiflature which includes the crown, 
with an idea that tbey had acquired a moral or 
avil competence to alter (without breach of the 
original compaft on the part of the king) the fuc- 
affion to the crown, at their pleafure ; much lels 
that they had acquired any right, in the cafe of 
M 2 fucli 
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fuch an event as caufed the revdutiofi, to fet up 
any new form of government. The author of the 
Refleiftions, I believe, thought that no man <rf 
common underftanding could oppofe to this doc- 
trine, the ordinary fovereign power, as declared 
in the aft of queen Anne. That is, that the kings 
or queens of the realm, with the confent of parKa- 
ment, are competent to regulate and to fettle the 
fucceffion of the crown. This power is and ever 
was inherent in the fupreme fovereignty ; and 
was not, as the political divines vanly talk, ac- 
quired by the revolution. It is declared in the old 
ftatute of queen Elizabeth. Such a power muft 
refide in the complete fovereignty of every king- 
dom ; and it is in fa£l: exercifed in all of them. 
But this right o£ competence in the legiflature, not 
in the people, is by the legiflature itfelf to be exdr- 
cifed with /oimd difcreiion ; that is to fay, it is to 
be exercifed or not, in conformity to the funda- 
mental principles of this government ; to the rules 
of moral obligation ; and to the ftiith of pacts, 
either contained in the nature of the tranikftion, 
or entered into by the body corporate of the king- 
dom J wiich body, in juridical conftruftion, ne- 
ver dies ; and in fact never lofes its members at 
once by death. 

Whether this doftrine is reconcileable to the 

modern philofophy of governmentr, I believe the 

author neither knows nor cares ; as he has little 

refpeft 
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refpeft for any of that fort of philofophy. This 
may be becaufe his capacity and knowledge do 
not reach to it. If fuch be the cafe, he cannot be 
blamed, if he aAs on the fenfe of that incapacity ; 
he cannot be blamed, if in the moft arduous and 
critical quefHons which can poffibly arjfe, and 
which afFeft to the quick the vital parts of our 
conffitution, he takes the fide which leans moft to 
fefety and fettlement ; that he is refolved not '* to 
" be wife beyond what is written" in the legifla- 
tive record and praftice ; that when doubts arife 
on them, he endeavours to interpret one ftatute 
by another; and to reconcile them all to eftabliflied 
recognized morals, and to the general antient 
known policy of the laws of England. Two things 
are equally evident, the firft is, that the legiflature 
pbffeflcs the power of regulating the fuccelHon of 
the crown ; the fecond, that in the exercife of that' 
right it has uniformly afted as if under the re- 
firaints which the author has ftated. That author 
makes what the antients call mos majorum, not in- 
deed his fole, but certainly his principal rule of 
policy, to guide his judgment in whatever regards 
our laws. Uniformity and analogy can be pre- 
ferved in them by this procefs only. That point 
being fixed, and laying faft hold of a ftrong bot- 
tom, our fpeculations may fwing in all directions, 
without publick detriment, becaufe they will ride 
with fure anchorage. 

M3 In 
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fa this aaanner thefe things |»4ve heea ^(Iway^ 
confidercd by our »nceftors. There are fouie in- 
deed who have the art of turning the very afts of 
parliament which were made for f«:urmg the 
hereditary fucceffion in the prefent royal famiiy- 
by rendering it penal to doub^ of the validity of 
thofe acls of parliament, into an inflrunient ibr- 
defeating all their ends apd purpofes : but upofl 
grounds fo very foolifli, that it is not worth while 
to take further notice of fuch fophiftry. 

To prevent any unnece&ry fubdiviCon, I fiiall 
here put tt^ther what m^y be necefljify to feew 
the perfed agreement of the whigs with Mr, 
Burke, in his alTertipns, that the revolution mad6 
no *• effential change in the conftitution of the 
*■' monarchy, or in any of its antient, found, and 
*' legal principles ; that the fucceffion wa^ iettled 
f'. in the Hanover fcimily, upon the idea, and iaj 
*' the mode of an hereditary fucceilion qualified 
*' with Proteftantifm ; that it w*s not fettled upcm 
'* ele^ive principles, in any fenfe of the ■vyotd elec~ 
*' tive, or under any modification or defcr^)tioi| 
" of ekSlion whatfoever ; but, on the ctmtrary, 
" that the nation, after the revolution, renewed 
** by a frefii compact the fpirit of the original 
" compaft of the ftate, binding itfelf, 'both in iu_ 
" exijiing members and all its pq/ierity, to adhere to 
" the fettlement of an hereditary fucceffion in the 
" Pioteftant line, drawn from James the Firft, as 
*' the ftock of inheritance." 

SIK. 
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SIR JOHN RAWLES. 

* If he [Dr. Sacheverel] U of the opinion he ^Jf'J^'^ 
' pretends, I cannot imagine how it comes to pafe, Hgiitof ihe 
' that he that pays that deference to the fupreme r>ibmii'ricm 

*^ ' "^ Co the fe|. 

* power has preached & dire^y contrary to the tiemeut. 

* determinations of the fupreme power in thig- 

* government ; he very well knowing that the 

* lawiulnefe of the revolution, and of the means 
' whereby it was brought about, has aheady beert 

* determined by the aforefaid a£i:s of parliament : 

* and do it in the worft manner he could invent. 

* For <jue/iiomng the right to ihe crowH here in Eng- 
' land^ hia pretured the jhedding of more bloody and 

* eaufed more Jlattghter^ than ail the other matters 
' tendit^ to dijiurbances in- tlje gavernmefit, put to- 
' getier. If, therefore, the decline which the 

* ^lofiies had kid down, was only to continue the 
' peace of the world, as thinking the death of 
' fiune few particular pcrfons better to be borne 
' wkh than a dvil war ; fiire it is the higheft 
' breach of that law to queftion the firft principles 

* of this government.' 

* if the doftor had been contented with the 

' liberty he took of preaching up the duty of paf- . 
' five obedience, in the moft extenfive manner he 

* had thought fit, and would have flopped there, 
' your lordihips would not ha-ve had the trouble, 

M 4 * in 
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f in relation to him, that you now have ; but it i; 
5 plain, that he pyeached ^p his ajjfolute and un- 
f conditional obedience, not to continue the peace 

* end tranquiliiiy of this nation^ but tafet thefuhje^li 

* atjirifef and to raife a war in the bowels of this 
f nation ; and it is for this that he is now profe- 
' cuted ; though he would fain hav? it believed 

* that the profecution was for preaching the pcace- 

* able doftfine of abfolute obedience.' 

* * t $ *! *'^'$ 

SIR JOSEPH JEK.TL. 

Whole ' He whole tenor of the adminiftration, theo 

"* ^ * in being, was agreed by all to be a total depart 
' turefrom the conjiitutipn. The nation was at that 

* time united in that opinion, all but the ciiminal 
' part of it. And as the nation joined in the 

* judgment of their difeafe, fo they did in the re- 

* medy. They faiu there was no remedy left bta the 
' laji ; and when that remedy took place, the whole 
'i frame of the government was rejhred entire and un- 

* hurt.* This fliewed the excellent temper the 
, ■! nation 

* * What we did was, in truth and fubfiance and in a con- 
' fiitutiona! light, a revolution, not made, but prevented. We 
'took folid fecurittes ; -we fettled doubtful quellions;. we cor- 
' le^d^nomalies in our law. Ir the liable fundamental parts 
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f nation was in at that time, that, after fiich pro, 
5 vocations from an abufe of the regal povrer, and 
* fuch a convulfion, no one part of the cottfiitution 
•- was altered, orft^ered the leaji damage : but, on 
i the contrary, the whole recci-ued new life and vigour,' 



The tpry coupfel for Dr. Sacheverel having in- 
iinuated, that a great and eflential alteration in 
the conftitution had been wrought by the revolu- 
tion. Sir Jofcph Jeky! is fo ftrong on this point, 
^at be takes fire even at the inllnuation of hi^ 
being of fuch an opinion. 



SIR JOSEPH JBKVL. 

* If the Doctor inftrufted his counfel to Infinu- Noinnovj. 
r ate that there was any innovation in toe conjhtu- Tevaiution. 

; of our con flit ution, we made no revolution ; no, nor any 

* alteration at all. We did not impair the monarciiy. Perhaps 
', it might be fliewn that we Jlrengthcned it very confiderably. 

* The nation kept the fame ranks, the fame orders, the fame 

* privileges, the fame franchifes, the fame rjles for property, 

* the fame fubordi nations, the fame order in the law, in the 
' revenue, and in the magiftracy ; the fame lords, the fame com- 
' roons, the fame corporations,' tho fame eleftors.' Mr. Burie^s 

fprech IB the haafe if amtmns, %tb Febraary 17!)0. It appears 

jiowexa&ly he coincides in cre^ thing with Sir Jofeph Jekyi. 

* t'mn. 
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* ttffiff wrought by the revolutiony it is an addition t9 

* int crims* The revolution did not intraduce any in- 

* novation \ it was a re/ioration ef the antient funda- 

* mental conjtitutien of the kingdom^ and giving it its 

* fffoper force and energy.' 



Tlic folicitor general, Sir Robert Eyre, diftin- 
gaiihcs expreisly the cafe of the revolution, and 
ks principles, from a proceeding at picture, on 
the part of the pec^le, to change thdr antient 
conflitution, and to frame a new government for 
themfelves. He diftiiiguifhes it with the iiunc 
care from the principles of re^cide, and repubU- 
canifm, and the forts of refinance condemned by 
the doctrines of the church of England, and, 
which ought to be condemned, by the doctrines 
of all churches profeffing Chriftianity. 



MR. SOLICITOR G.1:NERAL, sir ROBERT EYRE. 

> * The rcfiftance at the revolution, which wm 
- ' founded in unavoidable necejjity^ could be no de- 
' fence to a man that was attacked /or ajferting that 
* the people might cancel their allegiance at pleafure, 
^ or dethrone and murder their fevereign by a judiciary 
^/entence. For it can never be inferred from the 
' lawfulnefs 
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* lawfiilncis rf refiftance, at a time when a total 

^fubverfton of-tbe goverBmsnt both in church anijiais 

* was iniendedy that a people may take up arms, aad 
' call their fovereign to account at pkafure'y uid, there* 

* fore, JInce the revolution could be of nofervice in 

* giving the leaji colour for afferting any fuch wicked 

* principle, the doiftor could never intend to put 

* it into the mouths of thofc new preachers, and 

* new politicians, for a defence ; unlcfs it be his 

* opinion, that the refiiiance at the revolution can Rerolutino, 
f bear any parallel with the execrable murder of the cafeaf 

' royal martyr, Jo jujlly detejhed by the whole nation, firii. 

* It is plain that the doctor is not iiDpeaebed 
^ for preaching a general doctrine, and enforcing 
•' the general duty of obedience, but for preaching 

* againft an excepted cafe, after he has fiated the ex- 

* ception. He is not impeached for preaching the 

* general doftrine of obedience, and the utter ille- 
' gality of refiftance upon any pretence whatfo- 

* ever ; but becaufe, having firft laid down the 

* general doftrine as true, without any excep- 

* tion, heflates the 'excepted cafe, the revolution, in 

* exprefs terms, as an objeclion \ apd then aftum- 
' ing the conlidera^ion of that excepted cafe, de- 

* Dies there was any refiftance in the revolution j 
.' and aflerts, that to impute refiftance to the reT&» 
' lution, would caft black and odious colours upon 
.* it. This is not preaching the dodrine of non- 
f refiftance, in the general terms ufed by the ho- 

* milies. 
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* milies, and the fathers of the church, where 

* cafes of necefllty may be underjiood io he excepted 

* by a tacit implication, as the cmnfel ba-ue allowed \ 

* but is preaching dire£Hy againft the refiftance at 

* the revolution, which, in the fourfe of this dc- 
' bate, has been all along admitted to he neceffary 
' andjufl^ and can have no other meaning than to 

* bring a diflionour upon the revolution, and an 

* odium upon thofe great and illuftrious pcrfons, 
• ' thofe friends to the monarchy and the church, that 

* '^JM^^ '" hringing it about. For had the doctor 

* intended any thing elfe, he would have treated 

* the cafe of the revolution ..i a different manner, 

* and have given it the true and fair anfwer ; he 

* would have faid, that the refiftance at the revo- 
; * lution was ofabfolute necefftiy, and the only means 

' left to revive the confiituiion ; and mufi therefore he 
' taken as an excepted cafe, and could never come 

* within the reach and intention of the general 

* dodrine of the church. 

• Your lordftiips take noticeon what grounds 
' the doftor continues to aflert the fame pofition 

* in his anfwer. But is it not moft evident, that 

* the general exhortations to be met with in the 

* homilies of the church of England, and fuch like 

* declarations in the ftatutes of the kingdom, are 

* meant only as rules for the civil obedience of the 

* fubjeft to the legal adminiftration of the fupreme 
fr power in ordinary cafes? And it is equally ab- 

' " . ' furd 
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* furd, to conftrue any words in a politive law to 

* authorize the deftrudion of the whole, as to ex- 

* pect that king, lords, and commons fhould, in 

* expre6 terms of law, declare yi/cA an ultimate re- 
'fort at the right of rejsjiance, at a time when the cafe 
*fappofes that the force of all law is ceafed.* 

' The commons muft always refent, with the fj""'™'"' 

* utmoft deteftation and abhorrence, every pofi- *''" "^^^ 

* tion that may fhake the authority of that aft of f"^<} "f r 

* parliament, whereby the crown is fettled upon f.-tfl' i.ei 

* her majcfty, and whereby the lords fpirituaf and crumi 

* temporal and .commons do, in the name of all the 
' people of England, mofi humbly and faithfully fubmit 

* themfelves, tJmr heirs and pojicrities, to her niajefiy, 

* which this general principle of abfolutc non-re- 

* fiftance muft certainly Ihake. 

' For, if the refiftance at the revolution was il- 

* legal, the revolution fettled in ufurpation, and 

* this aft can have no greater force and authority 

* than an aft palled under an ufurper. 

* And the commons take leave to obferve, that 
' the authority of the parliamentary iettlement is 
' a niatter of the greateft confequence to maintain, 

* in a cafe where the hereditary right to the crown 
' is contefted. 

* It appears by the feveral infiances mentioned 

* in the aft declaring the rights and liberties of the 

* lubjeft, and fettling, the iUccellion of the crown, 

• See Refleftions, p. 121,2 3. , 

* that 
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* that at the time 6f the revc^ution tiiere was & 

* malfubverfion of the conjiitutim of governmeift both ' 

* in church andftate, which is a cafe that the laws of 
' England could never fuppofe, pro-vide for, or have i*i 

* view.* 



Sir Jofeph Jekyl, fo often quoted, confidered 
the prefervation of the monarchy, and of the 
rights and prerogatives of the crown, as effential 
objeds with all found whigs j and that they were 
bound, not only to maintain them when injured 
or invaded, but to exert themfelves as much for 
thdr re-efiablUhment, if they fliould happen to b^r 
overthrown by popular fury, as any of their owli 
more immediate and popular rights and privileges, 
if the latter fliould be at any time fubverted by 
the crown. For this reafon he puts the cafes of 
the revolution and the reparation, exaMy upon the 
fame footing. He plainly marks, that it was the 
object of all honeft men, not to facrifice one part 
of the coniHtution to another ; and much more, 
not to lacriBce any of them to vifumary theories 
of the rights of man ; but to preferve our whole 
ioheritaDce in the con^tution, in all its members 
and all its relations, entire, and unimpaired, iroiti 
generation to generation. In this Mr. Burke ex- 
actly agrees with him. 
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SIR JOSEPH JEKYL. 

• Nothing is plainer than that the peof^ have i whm « 
' right to the liws and the contiitution. This right tiupea^U. 

* the natioii bith averted, and recovered out of 

* the hands of thofe who had difpo0dled than of 

* it at feveraJ times. TTiere are of this twof&tmm 

* injiancet in the knowledge of the preient agej I 

* mean that of the reftoration^ and that of the re- •('■"wKio™ 

* •volution ; in both of thefe great events were the ''<"■- 

* regal power ^ »nd the rights sftbe people recovered. 

* And it is hard to fay in which the people have the Peopifhare 

* great^ itHereJij for the emnmms are fenjible that mx^^fk \a 

;' there is mt pne kgal power belonging to the crswn, ri^ht?^ , 

* but they have an tnier^ is it; and 1 doubt tut but a^ w^iTrir 

* they vtill aiv/ays be as careful to fupport the rights 

* of the crvtva as their own privileges.' 

The other whig managers regarded (as he did) 
the overtumii^ of the monarchy by a republican 
£tdion widi the very fwae horror and deteftation 
with which they regarded the deftrufUon of the 
privileges of the pe<^e by an arbitrary nionarch. 



UR. I.ECHMEa£, 

Speaking of our conftitvtion^ ftxtes it as ' a coo- 

• fiitution which faaf^y recovered ilfetf» at the 

* rfiftoratioD, 
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conRitu- * reftoration, from the confufions dnd diforder* 
vefedatihe * which the horrid and detejiable proceedings of fac^ 
»nd reraiu- ' tion and ufurpation had thrown it into, and whicb^ 

* after many convulfions and ftruggles, was prOvi- 

* dentially faved at the late happy revolution ; 
' and, by the many good laws paffed fince that 

* time, ftands now upon a firmer foundation : to- 
' gether with the moft comfortable profpeft of _/>- 

* curiiy to allpojierity, by the fettlement (tf the crown 

* in the proteftant line/ 



I mean now to Ihew that the whigs, (If Sir Jo- 
feph Jekyl was one) and if he fpoke in conformity 
to the fenfe of the whig houfe of commons and 
the whig miniftry who employed Um, did caie^ 
fully guard againft any prefumption that might 
arife from the repeal of the non-refiftance oath o^ 
Charles the Second, as if, at the rev<Jution, the 
antient principles of our government w«re at all 
changed — or that republican doArines were coun-- 
tenanced — or any &nftion given to feditious pro- 
ceedings upon general undefined ideas of mifcon- 
duQ: — or for changing the form of government— 
or for refiftance upon any 'other ground than the 
necejftty fo often mentioned for the purpofe of felf* 
prefervation. It will fliew ftill more clearly the 
equal care of the then whigs, to prevent dther the 

regal 
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.reg^ j>ower from being fwallowed up on. pretence 
of popMlar rights, or the popular rights 6'om be* 
iog deftrpyed on jH'etence of reg^ prerogatives. 



UK JOSEilPK JEKYL. 

* Further, I defire it jnay be confidered, that J^^f^** 
' thefe le^flators [the legiflators who framed the '"J^"^ 

* non-refiftance oath of Charles the SecondJ were "?"«■ 

* guarding againft the consequences of thofe^^m- 

* cioMs atfd attiimonarchicat principies^ which hadbeen 
' broached a little b^ore in this nation ; and thpfc 

* Jarge declarations in fovoiir of non-rejijiance were 

* made to encounter or obviatp the mi/chief of iimis 

* prinqipleE; as appears by the preamble to the fuU* 

* «il of thctfe ads, which is the militia ad?, in the - 

* 15th and 14th otf king Cbarks the Secc«iHl The 

* war^U of that aft are thefe: And^ during the late tmatet 
' ufurpgd governments t many evil and rebd^ofu prin- am*, oi.e 

* ciple: have been milled into the minds ef the pefipie iL c^wn, 

* of this kingdom^ which may bresk forth, urdefs pre- the right* 

* vented, to the dijlurbance of the peace and quiet there- j'ea. 
' ofi Be it therefore enadtd, Es'c. Here your !ord- 

* &ips may &e the reafon tihat indined thofe le* 

* gifiators to c^refc themfelves in fuch a miumoc 

* agwnfi refiftance. They had feen the regal righu 
*/w4difnixd up, under the pretence of papular tnes-; 

* and k is no impjitation on ^*w> l^f* they 4id 

Vol. VI. K * not - ' 
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* not then forefce a quite d^trent cafe^ as ^ras that 

* of the revolution ; where, under the pretence di 

* regal authority, a total fubverfion of the rights 

* of the fubjeiS was advanced, and hi a manner 

* effcfted. And this may ferve to fliew, that it 
■ was not the deCgn of thtrfe legiflators to con- 

* demn refiftance, in a cafe of abfolute necejjity^ for 

* preferving the eon/Httttion, when they were guard- 
' ing againft principles which had fo lately deftroy- 

* ed it. 

«^ I^' * ^ ^^ '■^^ truth of the dodrine in this dedard- 
notrepear- * tion which was repealed, J will admit it to be as 
■ (■'*'> lie -* true as the dolor's counfel affert it ; that is, tvitb 
ofiieccaitv) *aB exception of cafes ofnecejity; and it was not re- 
huiioprp-' * pealed becaufe it was falfc, underjianding it "with 
iLteiprea. * tkot reftriflioti ; but it was repealed becaufe it 

* might be interpreted in an unconfined fer^e^ and 
^exclttjiveofthatreJiriQion'y and being fo under- 

* flood, would refieft on the juftice of the revcJu- 

* tion : and this the legiflature had at heart, and 

* were very jealous of ; and by this repeal of that 

* declaration, gave a parliamentary or ieg^flative 

* admonition, agunft ailerting this do£hine of 
■^ non-rcGSiincQ in an unlimited fenfe.' — — 

^A^"^ of * * I^'^o'^K'* '^^ general doftrine of non-refiflance^ 
non-nrfift. -f the doftrinc of the church of Encland, as ftated 

aiicB godly _ o ■ — ' 

and whoie- * jn her homihcs, or clfewhere delivered, by which 
boiind to » the general duty of fulgefls to the higher powers 
titiyiherx.-* is taught, be owned -to be, as unquefHonaUy it 
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* ia, a godly and wboJefeme do&rine ; thougli thb 

* general doflTine has been conftantly inculcated 

* by the reverend fathers of the charcl^.dead and 
' living, and preached by them as a prefervatlTe 

* againft the popiih doftrine of depofing princes, 
' and as the ordinary rule of obedience ; and 

* though the lame do^rine has .been preached^ 

* maintained, and avowed by our moft orthodox 

* and able. divines; from the time of the refbr- 

* mation ; and how innectnt a man Dr. Sachevcrel . 

* had been, if, with tm hvneji and well-meant zeal, ' 

* he had preached the^me dodripe in the &me , 

* general terms in which he found it delivered by 

* the apoftles of Chriti, as taught by the homilie^ 

* and the reverend fathers of our church, and, in 

* imitation of thofe gre^t examplea, bad only pre& 

* ed the general duty <^ obiedicnce, and the illega^ 

* Hty of refiftance, mthout takbg notice of any 

* exc^tio».* 



Another of the managers ibr the houfe of com^ 
mons. Sir John Holland, was not lels car^iil im 
guarding againft a confuiio^. pf thejjrindples of 
the revolution, with any loofe general doflxines of 
a right in the intKvidual, or even in the people, to 
undertake for themfelves, on any prevalent tem* 
forary opinions of conveniei^e or Improyem^t, 
. . N 2 any 
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-any fiindanirait^ diange in the confUtuttont or-to 
'fabricate a new government for themfelves, and 
thereby to ififturb the publitfc peace, and to wn- 
fettle tlie'antient-c<m^iidoH of tliia Idagdottii - 



-'-snt JOHH HOLXAJJC 

fothSfov" - "*'tT»ti tommbns wonii! not be ttnderfteod, as if 

fcl^ntiqw"'^* they -were-fileading for a Ucentieus rtfiftance ; as 

^"^•^^^■••if/ai^fffir-wete fc*% to ffefr goftd*ai «k1 plea- 

«if aeceffitf. * fore, whcn tfiey arc to (*ty, and whtn tO' /ig^. 

**" No, my terdSi they know they Xte Miged by all 

*■ the tret offtciai msatvret and CkriyVatUj ftir -wratb 

*aMhifdeneefahitoft^mitt9theirfivei-«ig». The 

** iotDXtttra do not abet hvrrmtt^me fk^iws arms : 

' they arer them to be rfbtStkUs. Sot. yet they 

'<' ro^xin,'tli^^ai pefiAa^u the eevUadon, 

* which was fo necefary,y was lawful and fufi Jfhottt 

* that necejftt^. 

"^ *■ Thdfe general rults of oiKdiencc inay,'«pon a 

* real neceffity, admit a lawfial exception \ and fuch 

* a hectj^rj eMefikn Wc' aibn ^ fle«>hnioa to 
«be. '■■■'.■-'-< -.'--' . ■■ . - . . ■■ 

^L°w " " "^ **^ ^w «i«ir of neee^ty ©nly, i^oiutt x». 

tobeuodei' *'ii^ 'rf^^i*^g-our laws, liberties, aiul reli- 
*-gion;'tkwiiEh (i!>yi /K«tt/«//M iiiatweddire~to.be 
*iMKlWfto6aj ■^hfln any of US i^wakof refiftance 
f &i gei(»d. ' I3ie nR«^-of tbe vefiftanee-at jJw 
'-■■'• ' revolution. 
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I fiiall conclude thefe extrads with a reference 
to the Prince of Orange's declaration, in which 
heaves the nation the fiilleft affupuce that in his 
enterprize he was far from the intention of intro- 
ducing any change whatever in the fiindamental 
hw and confiitulioa of the ftate. He confidered 
the olgeA of his eeterpriisc, not to be a- precedent 
for further revolutions, but that it was. the great 
end of his expedition to make fucb revolaeior)s> 
io far as human power and wifdom could providet 
unnecefEiry. 



SjxtraSs from the Prluce efOrar^^s Declaration, - 

* Allmapftratesywbo have Ixen unjuftly turnedout, 
' ffaall forthwith refume their former emplcyments, 
' as wen.as all the boroughs of England fliall re. 

* turn again to their antient prefcriptimt and char- 

* ten '. and more particularly, that the antienH^r- '• 
' ter of the great and famous dty of X<Qndon fiiaH 

* be again in force. And that the writs for (he 

* members of parHament fliall be addiffled to ^e 

* proper officers according Io iaw endct^sm''-^^^ ■ 

N3 'And 
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* And for the-doing of all other things, whldi 

* the two houfes of parliament Ihall find neceflary 
' for the peace, honour, and lafety of the nation, 

* fo that there may be no danger of the nation' if alt- 

* jHf, at any lime bere^ter^ under arbitrary govern^ 

* ment,' 



Extract from the Prince of Grant's additional 
Declaration. 

' We are confident that no perfons can have 
'fttcb hard thoughts of la, 2S to imagine that wc 

* have any other defign in this undertaking, than 

* to procure a fettlement of the religion, and of the 
^ libertiet and properties ofthe.fuhJcfis, uptnfo fure a 
*■ foundation^ th^ there may he no danger of the noi 

* tiojCs relapfing into the like miferies at any time here- 
' {^ter. And, as the forces that we have brought 

* along with us are utterly difproportioned to that 

* wicked defign of conquering the nation, if we 
Priueipii i were capable of intendincc it : fo the zreat numbers 

nobility tnd * o '^ « . 

sentrr«eu * of the principal nobility and gentry, that are men if 
theehuKh * eminent quality and e/lates, and perfoms of known 
fecuritr ' * integrity and zeal, both for the religion and govern- 
defign of * ment of England^ many of them alfo being diflinpdfh' 
' ed by their confiant fidelity to the crown, who do 

* both accompany us in this expedition, and have 

* eameftly fc^cited us to it, wiil cover us from all 

* fucb malicious infinuatioo3<* 

In 
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■ Xa the ^rit, and upon one occafion in the 
words,* of this declaration, the ftatutes palled in 
that rdgn made fuch provifions for preventing 
thdfc dangers, that fcarcely any thing fiiort of 
combination of king, lords, and commons for the 
deftrudion of the liberties of the nation, can in 
any probability make us liable to fimilar perils. 
In that dreadful, and, I hope, not to be looked-for 
ca&» any opinion of a right to make revolutions, 
gronnded on this precedent, would be but a poor 
rdburcc. — Dreadful indeed would be our iitua- 
tion. 

Thefe are the doftrines held by t/je wffigs of the 
revolution^ delivered with as much folemnity, and 
as authentically at leaft, as any political dogmas 
were ever promulgated from the beginning of the 
world. If there be any difference between their 
tenets and thofe of Mr. Burke it is, that the old 
whigs oppole themfelves ItiU more Urongly than 
he does ag^nft the defines which are now pro- 
pa^^ted with fo much induftry by thofe who 
would be thought their fucceffors. 

It will be fiiid perhaps, that the old whigs, ia 
order to guard themfelves ag^nft popular odium,, 
pretended to affert tenets contrary to thole which, 
tfaey fecretly held. This, if true, would prove,. , 
wiiat Mr. Burke has uniformly averted, that the 
extravagant doftiines which he meant to espofe,. 

• Declaration of Right, 

. • N 4 were 
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were diiagreeable to the body of the people ; wbo, 
tfiough they perfeftly abhor a defpotick gorcrn-i 
ment, certainly approached more nearly to the 
love of mitigated monarchy, than to- any thing 
which bears the appearance even of the beft repub- 
Ucfc. But if thefe old whigs deceived the people, 
their conduft was unaccoBntable indeed. They 
cxpofed their power, as every one converfarit in 
hiftory knows, to the greateft peril, for the propa- 
gation of opinions which, on this hypothefis^, they 
did not hold. , It is a new kind of martyrdom. 
This fuppofition does as little credit to their inte- 
grity as their wifdom : it makes them at once hy- 
pocrites and fools, I think of thofe great men very 
differently. I hold them to have been, what the 
world thought them, men of deep underftanding, 
open fincerity, and clear honour. However, be 
that matter as it may ; what thefe old whigs pre- 
tended to be, Mr. Barke is. This is enough for 
him* 

I do indeed admit, that though Mr. Burke has 
proved that his opinions were thofe of the old 
whig party, folemnly dec3ared by one houfe, in 
effcft and fubftance by both houfes of parliament, 
this teftimony Handing by itfelf will form no pro- 
per defence for his opinions, if he and the old 
whigs were both of them in the wrong. BiJt it 
is his prefent concern, not to vindicate thefe old 
whigs, but to fibew his agreement vnth them.— 

■He 
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He xppaiSs ta them as jad^ : be doei not Tindi- 
cate them as culprits. It k current that thde cid 
poHtidamknewlittle of theri^ts of men; that 
thef toft their -way by gropng about in the darky 
and tumbling among rotten parchments and mafly 
records. Gr«t lights they iky are lately obtain^ 
in the world ; and Mr. Burke, infiead of fiirowd' 
ing himfelf in exploded ignorance, ought to have 
taken advantage of thq blaze of illamtnation which ' 
has been fpread about him. It may be fo. The 
enthufiafts c^ this time, it feems, Uke their prede- 
ceffors in another fadion of fanatkifm, deal ia 
lights. — Hu(Ubras plealantly lays of them, they 

•• Have lights, where better eps are blind^ * 
** As pigs are /aid to fee the wind," 

The author of the Re0eftions has heard a, 
great deal concerning the modem lights ; but he 
has not yet had the good fortune to fee much of 
them. He has read more than he can juftify to 
any thing but the fpirit of curiofity, of the works 
of thefe illuminators of the world. He has learn- 
ed nothing from the far greater number of them, 
than a full certainty of their fhallownefs, levity, 
pride, petulance, preAimption, and ignorance. 
"Where the old authors whom he has read, and 
the old men whom he has converfed with, have 
left him in the dark, he is in the dark fiill. If 
others. 
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Others, however, have obtained any of this extra- 
ordinary light, they wtU ufc it to guide them in 
their refearches and their conduct. I luve only to 
wifh, that the nation may be as happy and as prof- 
perous under the influence of the new light, as it 
has been in the fober fiiadc of the old oblcurity. 
As to the reft, it will be difficult for the author of 
tJie Reflefldons to conform to the principles of the 
avowed leaders of the party, until they appear 
othCTwife than negatively. All we can gather 
from them is this, that th«r principles are diame- 
trically oppofite to his. This is all that we know 
from authority. Thar negative declaration obtiges 
me to have recourfe to the books which contain 
po&ive do&ines. They are indeed, to thofe Mr. 
Burke holds, diametrically oppofite ; and if it be 
true, (as the oracles of the party have faid, I hope 
haftily) that their opinions differ fa widely,it ihould 
feem they are the moil likely to form the creed of 
the modern whigs. 

I have Hated what were the avowed fentiments 
of the old wh%s, not in the way of argument, but 
narratively. It is but iair to fet before the reader, 
in the fame fimple manner, the Jentiments of the 
modern, to which they fpare ndther pains nor ex- 
pence to make profelytes. I choofe them from the 
books upon which moft of that induftry and ex- 
penditure in circulation have been employed ; I 
choofe them not from thofe whp fpeak with a po- 
litick 
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litiiclc obfcturity; not firom thofe who onlycontro- 
Tert the opinions of the old whigs, without ad- 
vancing any of their own, but from thofe who- 
ipeak jd^niy and affirmatively, llie whig reader 
may make his choice between the two doctrines. 
. The dodtrine then propagated by thefe focieties, 
vhich gentlemen think they ought to be very ten- 
der in difcouraging, as nearly as poffible in thdr 
own words, is as follows : that in Great Britain 
we are not only without a good conftitution, but 
that we have *' no conftitution." ' That, *' though 
*• it is much talked about, no fuch thing as a eon- 
" ititution cxifts, or ever did exifl, ; and confe- 
'* quendy that the people have a conjiiiution yet to 
formy that fincc William the Conqueror, the 
** country has never yet regenerated itfelf, and is 
" therefore without a conflitution. That where 
*' it cannot be produced in a vifible form' there is 
" none. That a conftitution is a thing antecedent 
*' to government j and that the conftitution of a 
** country is not the aft of its government, but of 
,*' a people conftituting a government. That every 
** thing in the EnglKh government is the revcrfc of 
** what it ought to be, and what it is faid *o be in 
*' England. That the right of war and peace re- 
*' fides in a metaphor fhewn at the Tower, for 
*' fixpence or a fliUling. a-piece. — That it fignifies 
*' not where the right refides, whether in the 
•* CTOwn or ifi- parlijunait. "War is the common 
•' harveft 
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** harveft of thofe who fortidpate in the dhri&m 
** snd expenditure of patJtck money. That the 
** portion of liberty enjoyed in England is joft 
** enough to enilave a country more produAivdy- 
*• than by defpotifm." 

So far as to the general ftate of the Britifh con- 
ftitutlon.-^As to our houfe of lords, the cituef 
^*irtual reprefentative of our arlftocracy, the great 
ground and pillar of fecurity to Che landed in- 
tereft, and that main link by which it is con- 
nefted with the law and the crown, thefe worthy 
fbcieties are pleafed to tell us, that, " whether we 
*' view ariftocracy before, or behind, or fide-ways, 
*? or any way dfe, domeftically or publiddy, it is 
** mil a monger. That ariftocracy in Prance had 
** one feature lels in its countenance than what it 
^ has in fome other countries ; it did not com- 
** pofe a body of hereditary l^flators. It was 
•* not a corporation of ariftocracy •" — for fudi it 
Jbems that profound legillator M. de la Fayette 
defcribes. the houfe of peera. « That it is kept 
** up by family tyranny and injuftice— that there 
*•■ is an unnatural unfitnefi in ariftocracy to be 
" legiflators for a nation— that their ideas of diftri* 
** butice juftice are corrupted at the very fource ; 
^* they begin life by trampling on aU thrir younger 
** brothers, and fitters, and relations of .every kind, 
" and are taught and educated fo to do.— That 
'^'tlie rdea of an hereditery legillator is as abfui'd 
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*'a an hae^tary loathasalkiap. ,Tbat.a "hftdf 
.'' hc^diiig tJUEDifelTes unacctnmtalxb to any bod)% 
** tm^tt to be trufiod by ao body — that it h conr 
" tinmi^ tte nndvilized pnadj^es of govtXD- 
-" nEntS'ibBnded in oooqaefi, and the ba& idea cf 
^* man hactng a property ia rqan, and goveiiaitg 
f* haaa by a pdrfotial T^t-v*idiat anftoaracy has a 
'* toadciicy Do d^eQctaOe cbe human ^>Q(Ses,'* 
&c. ftc. " 

- .As tD.su^ iara^. of primogeiuture, wiudt vdtjt 
few and inconilderaldc eKcepticHis is the fianding 
law 'of a)} oar iindod irdieritaiice^ and whidi sdth- 
cut quefldmi. lias u Jba^ency, and I tfaiidc a moi: 
iaKT 'tcBideacf , to prefeire a charaflwr of cooib- 
^cnce, VKigbi;, and prevalent influmce over 
•odterB ia thtc ivJKie body 'of the landed intereft, 
they call ioudiy fw its deftruflion. They do this 
for poKticfll cealbas that are very manifeft. They 
iiave theconfidcnce-to fay, " diat it isa^w againft 
** every law of mature j and nature faerfelf calls &r 
"** its defltu^oQ. Efiabljfli iamxiy jufiice^ and 
** ariihicracy falla. By the. ariftocraticai hmr of 
** primogeratxirelhip, in a family of fix children^ 
** five are rxpofed. ' Ariftocracy has never but mt 
'^ child. The reft are begotten to be devoured; 
*' They are thrown to the cannibal for prey, and 
'^ the natural paiMit pfrepares the unnatural re- 

. As to. thfehoufc of commons, they treat it far 
. . worfe 
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worfe than the houie of lords or the crown haV6 
been eyer treated. Perhaps they thought they had 
a greater right to take this amicable freedom with 
thofe of their own family. For many years it has 
been the perpetual theme of their invc&ives;— ^ 
** Mo(iery, infult, nfurpation," are amongft the 
beft names they beftow upon it. They. damn, it 
Inihe _ma&,.by declaring *' that it-does not ari& 
** out of the inherent rights of the people, as the 
'* national afiembly does in France, and whofe 
." name defignates its original." 

Of the charters and corporations, to whofi 
rights, a few years ago, thefe gentlemen were fi> 
trembling alive, they Jay, ** that when the people 
*' of England come to refleft upon them, they 
** win, like France, annihilate thofe badges of op^ 
" preflion, thofe traces of a conquered nation.** 

As to our monarchy, they had formerly been 
more tender of that branch of the coniiitution, 
and for a good reafon. The laws had guarded 
againil all feditious attacks upon it, with a greater 
d^ee of ftriftnels and feverity. The tone of 
• thefe gentlemen is totally altered fince the French 
revoluticMi. They now declaim as vehemently 
againft the monarchy, as in former occafions they 
treacherouily flattered and foothed it. 

" When we furvey the wretched condition of 
** man under the monarchical and hereditary fyf- 
*' tems of government, dragged from his home 

"by 
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* by one power, or driven by another, and im- 

* poveriflied by taxes more than by enemies, it 
' becomes evident that thofe fyfiems are bad, and 

* that a general revolution in the prindj^c and 

* conftrudHon of governments is neceflary. 

" What is government more than the manage- 
•' ment of the afBiirs of a nation ? It is not, and 
'•^ from its nature cannot be, the property of any 
' particular man or family, but of the whole com* 

* munity, at whofe expeuce it is fupported j and 
'• though by force or contrivance it has been 
'* ufurped into an inheritance, the ufurpation iran- 
'* not alter the right of things. Sovereignty, as 
■* a matter of right, ^ipertains to the nation only, 
" and not to any individual i and a nation has at 
" all times an inherent indefeaiible right to abolillt 
'' any form of government it finds inconvenient, 
'* and efiabliih fuch as accords with its intereft, 
'* difpofitioQ, and happineis. llie romantick and 
^ barbarous diftin<^on of men into kings and 
" fubjeds, though it may fuit the condition of 
" courtiers, cannot that of citizens ; and is ex- 
^* ploded by the principle upon which govern- 
" ments are now founded. Every citizen is a 
" member of the fover^gnty, and, as fuch, .can 
" acknowledge no perfonal fubje^on ; and his 
" obectienoe can be only to the laws." 



Warmly 

DdbyGoOgIC 



t^ft APPEAL FftOV THE HEW 

Ww^Hy recooiiQi^diag to vs die csasiple of 
FrawK, w^ere Uvy have dfi^oypd mcMur^^ tbef 

V Monarctical lbv«rcignt7, the cpemy of raaft- 
" kind, and the fource of mifay, is sbcdifljsd? 
*^ 404 iovfirefgnty it^ k rdlored to- its natural 
'' an(i ofi^nal place, <he nation. Were this the 
"■cafe tltfOMghowt Eur<^, the <»^ of w^xs 
** 1PP^ t* -takea away," 



9 But, a&ar all, vrkat is tliis metaphor rallftri a 
'^ croirPf or rather what is monarchy i Is ut a 
** dung, (H* is it a name, or is it a fraud ? Is it 
''' ^ a amtrirtaice of human wildom,* <x of im- 
** jnan ot3& to obbun moaey from a nation under 
** ^fcaous fcetmices ? JEs it a tinng jieoefiary to a 
** nadon ? If it is, in what does chat mxeSity con- 
** £^ what Services docs it peitfbnn, what is its 
^ :bufi3ie&, aodwiuX ace its merits ? Doth the vir- 
^ tue cbnfift in the metaphor, or in the man? 
** i>otIt chegiidiinith that makes the crown make 
'* the virtue ^fo ? Doth it c^terate like Fortima- 
*' fius's wtfliing'Cap, or Harlequin's wooden fword? 
^ Dedi 4t make a m^n a cMijuror ? In fine, what 
^ is-iit i It af^>ears to be a ibmethmg going much 
*' out of fafiiion, falling into ridicule, and rge&ed 
*' in fome countries both as unnecefl^ry and ex- 
" penfivc. In America it is confidered as an ab- 
. -■ " furdity i 
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* furdity ; and in Fraxxce it has fo far declined^ 
^ that the goodnefs of the man, and the refpeft 

* for hSs perfonal th/imiSxi, tife the onljr things 
' that prefeive the. aitpcarance oS its exiftence.'* 



" Mr. Burke talks about what he calls an bere^ 
" ditary crown, :a3 if it wtre fome produftion of 
" Nature ; or as if, like Time, it had a power to 
'* (^rate, not only independently, but in fpite 
" of man ; pr as if it were a thing or a fut^eS: 
" univerfally confented to. Alas ! it has none of 
" thofe properties, but is the reverfe of them all. 
** It is a thing in imagination, the propriety of 
" which U more than doubted, and the legality of 
" which in a few years will be denied." 



** If I aik the fanner, the .manufa^rer» th^ 
"• merchant, the tradefinan, and doM^ through 
"all the occupations of life to .the common la- 
" bourer, what fervice mpoarchy is to him \ he 
" can. give me no .anfwer. If I aflc him what mo- 
'* nafchy is, he betieves it is fomething like a 
" finecure." 



, " The French conftitution 6ys, That the right 
". of war and peatje is in the cation. Where elfe 
.,VoL. VI. O « mould 
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'^' fliould it refi^, but iAAoiA vlidare to Tpiyihe . 
** exp^ce ? 

" Ir En^and, tlds l^hc« ^d tb i^fide i& a 
*' ^tf/d/i&or, '&ewn- at- the T(mm for fix pence or 
*' a ifailling z-:piece : fo are the lions } and it would 
" be a ftep nearer to reafon to fay it refided in 
" them, for any inanimate met^hor i&no more 
" than a hit or a cap. We can Hi iee the abfitrdity 
' *< of wodhipping Aaron's mdftea calf, or N^u-' 
" chadneBzar's golden imige j but why do men 
** continue tQ pTa^)!>fe themlelves the abfun^es, 
« they de%He in others ?*' 



- The rcTolution and Hanovw faeceflteft had been 
objefts of the Irigheft veneration to the di whigs^ 
They, thought them .npt on^.proofe of .tl^e fober 
and fteady ijiirit df liberty which guided thdr an- 
ftdKoTK*, bBt of-thdr wi^Mi iind pimidenl dire 
c^ pefterity. — ^Tha-modenn vitigs haVe qsitcot^df 
notions of -th^fe events artd adUriw^ Hieydonot 
doiy that Mr.- Burke has g^dn truly the woiids- of 
the a^' of papfianiesit w^uch fecuped the fttccef- 
fion, aniithe-jttft-fenj^-of theiHr -They attack not 
him but the law. 

" Mr. Burke (lay they) has done fome fervice, 

*' not to his caufe, but to his country, by bring- 

« ing thofe daufcs. into pubfick Tiew. They ferve 

-. **,todemdnftratehowTicceffiirT it. is at aH'tbncs 
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*' to watch xgmQ. tbc sttieoqAed aio^oachmenc 
*' of pc^wcr, axtd to prer^nt its ninning (q aEce& 
*F It is iqmewhat cxtnordinary, Uiat the offence 
**' Hoc which Luaa U. wu e]^>dle{l, th^t <tf i^iog 
** up pow<^ fay affitti^thny Jfaould be re-aAed, uik 
*' der another fhapc and fornix by the parliament 
** that expelled him. It Ibews that the nghts of 
'' ukui weie but imp^r^efUy underftood at the i«- 
" vdtttitm } for, <xsUxa it i?, that the right which 
" that paritameat fet i^) by affim^im (ixst by ds- 
" l^ation it had it not, and could not have it, be- 
V caufe none coidd give it) over the perfoos and 
** fireedom of pofterity fi>r ever, was of die iame 
*^ tyranwcal unfouiided kind which James at- 
** tempted to let up ov^ the parliament and the 
** iiati(»i, and for wlucb he was e^qxlled. The 
" only difierence is, (for in principle they differ 
** not) that the one was an ufurper over the 
** living, and the other over the ^nbom ; and as 
^* the one has no better authority to ftand upoa 
** than the other, both of them rouft be equally 
** null »)d V(n4* and of no effed." 



** As the efUmation of all things is by compari* 

* fon, the revolution of 1688, however from dr- 
' camff^ioos it xDsy have been e^ted beyond its 
' vahie, wll find its terd. It b already on the 

* wane \ ecHpfed by the enlu^ng orb of reaiba, 

O 2 " and 
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'' and the hinunous revoluti(»is of America and 
^' Frante. In led than another century, it wiH 
" go, as weU as Mr.i Burke's labours, * to the 
'."family vault of all ihc Capulets.' Mankind 
•** wili tbenfcarcely believe that a country calling itjelf 
"free, would fend to Holland for a many' and clothe 
** him with power, on purpofs to put thenfelves in 
** fear of him, and gtvs him ahnofi a million fitrlittg 
" a-year for leave to fubmif-themfelves and their pof- 
•*' terity, like bond-men and bond-women, for ever .*' 

" Mr. Burke having fai'd that die kiiig holds 
" his crown in contempt-of the choice of'thert;- 
" volution fociety, who ipclividUiilly or colled- 
" tively have not" (as moft certainly they have 
not) " a vote for a kir^ amdngft' them, they take 
" occafion from thence to infer, that ,the king 
** who does not hbld his .crown byeleftion, de- 
" fpifes the people."' / ;. / 



**-The king of Knglind," fays he, " holds his 
' crown (for it does not belong to the nation ad- 
' cojding tp [Mr. Burke) in contempt c^ the choice 
' of the Revolution Society," &c. 



■ " As' to who is king in England or elfewhcre, 

' or whether there-is ainy kii^ at all, or whether 

' the people chufe a Cherokee chle^ or.aHcffian 

" huflar 
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*^ hul&r for a king, it 'is not a- matter that* I 
" trouble myfelf about — be that to themfclves ; 
"but with refpeft to the doftrine, fo hr as it' 
" relates to the rlghb'of men and nations',' it, is as' 
**- abominable a^ any tMrsg- ever- sftCTed in the' 
** moft enflaved country vmdee heaVeft. Whether' 
" it founds worfc to my ear, by not'beipg accuf-' 
" tomed to hear foch dfefpotifmi diah what it docs'" 
•• to tlie ear of Another pcrf^'pt I am not fo wcH a' 
** judge of-, but of its^abominable prindiila' I xm' 
" at no lofe to judge." • • 

Thefe focieties of modern wlug^^fii thfcir in-' 
firfeitce as far as it fcan -gti. • In o»der to -prefirC 
the minds'of the people for treafon and peljdJion,' 
they reprefent the king as tainted widi-principles 
of de{|>otifm, from the -drcumftanW of his having 
dominions in Germany. In dire^ defiance' of the 
moft notorious truth, they defcribe his govern- 
ment there to be a defpotifm ; wherisas itis a free 
conftitution, in which the.fiat-cs of the-ele^onite 
have their part in the government ;■ and this pri- . 
vilege has never been infringed by the king, or, 
that I have heard ofy by any of Tiis predeccflMS. 
The conftitution of the electoral -dominions has 
indeed a double controul, both from the laws of 
the empire, and from the privileges of the country. 
Whatever rights the ^fclng enjoys as cfe'5t6r, h^ve 
been always parentally exercifed, ■'ind, tHe caltan- 
nies- of thefe fcandajous fodeties have. not Wen 
authorized by a fingle complaint of oppreflion. 

O 3 *' When 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 
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. "When Mr. BudceiJafs thdt 'he m^ftftj'* 
** heits and fvcceflbrs, eadi is th^ tune <i»d ^r-'' 
*' der, «U1 come to the trown with tixs/tifme can- 
** terhpl of their choke withw^h fait Ktnjefty ha» 
** fvcc^ded m thM be wears,' it is ftyh^ too 
**■ lOach «ven to the hwnbldl tndividtMl la the 
*? cottntrj i part of whofe daUy labour goes to- 
** tfuds ib^iig up the miUioA fte^Uc^ a ye«v 
**. njiidi the country gives the perf(»i it fiUes a 
*!FkiAg> G^Vsmntent with infokn^tisdefpeltiiii^ 
" but when contempt is added. It bectqftet worfe } . 
*.' dn^ to pi^ for cMiten^tf is the eXcefs of flavery. 
<f TUs fpodes. of gl^venunent cones fnm Q^i 
*f jomf^: tad TfUniads tne of what one tS tin 
^ &fuilwi(k ibldierd told me, who was tekeo-pii-f 
« font* by the .Americans in the kte war : • Ah •' 
^ fivibc,' * America is a fine free -cotatry, it i& 
<* wc^th the peon's fighting fort I-know the 
<* cK:£Eer^ce.b7kiwwmgmy0wBi in HiycountFyi 
^^■^thifirm<^f*ysi £atjitaii>t toeeatjira^.^ God 
<t help thM jcountry, thought I, be it £H^and» or 
** elfewberet whoft libertiGS are to be pro(e6xd by 
" German fr1»iiplet tf gevtmmeru, a/td frintef of 



** It is finncwhat curious M ebfetve, that ak 

** though the people of Eng^d haye beeii in th,« 

** habit of tallQng about king;;, it is al^^s a fo. 

•^reiga 
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^Te^ houic «£ JsingS;; ^faaxli^ ifordgaers, yet 
'* governed hsf £heni.-*It is now thv lioulc of 
'* firunfwick, one of the petty tribes of Gefr> 
* many.'* 



<( If goveriiment be what Mr. Barke 
" it;, , ' a contrivance of ituman wi£loin>' 1 1 
« flfk him, if wifiloin wrs at -^(^a4ow cbb.i^i 
** £n|^d, chat it was becooe atcsuary-toiicipolt: 
** it trom HoUdnd and £fo0i .Hanoya- -? |t]it J in^ 
** do the coanb;y the iuftic^ to it^, Utat- w9« .net 
" the c^e ; asd eves If it wtiS) k tfnfilOQk: fth« 
*' cargo. The midom ef «veiy cduAtry, «4® 
" jn-operiy exerted, « ^iffideat i^sr :aU its^iu^icifes ; 
**■ aitdtitere cttdde^ifinomoreTOdtcciffiemin'Eiigk^ 
** tt have fent fir A Dutch Stadtheider, or a Germm 
**■ Eleffur, Iban thtre was In JkaxaxA to blntttdonc 
*< a fimilar thing. ^ « ciMiBtry d6ra not iutder>- 
** ftftad its own a&iie, how is % Sat^^ktr lo into- 
** dcrftand tk&ok, who kaows neUhtr iu kw% {la 
«< roaonarB, nor its language } If liters maAed % 
" m:uiibtranfcendeBtly wife above -aJl others, that 
" his w;|£i(HB was nectary to - inftrad a natitm, 
*' ibme reafon. might be o&red Sai fAoaarcby ; 
" but wh«i we caft cur eyes about a coiutty, and 
" oWerre how every psfft unda-ftai^ its own 
** a^rs ; and when we look around the world, 
*' and fee that of all men in it, the race of kings 
O 4 "are 
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'* are the moft ihiignificant in cajJacity, our reafon 
^ cannot 6ul to alk us — "Wiat are thofe men kept 



Thefe are the notions which, under the idea of 
wh% prihdplesj-feveral perfons, and among them 
'peifmu of no mean mark, have aflbciated'them- 
-ftlvies to propagate. I will not attempt in the 
finaHeft degree to refute them. Thia w31 jho- 
bably be done (if fuch writings Ihall be thought 
to deferve any other than the refutation of crimi- 
nal juftice) by others, who may think with Mr. 
Burke. ' He has performed his part. 
■ I (Jo not wifli to enter very much at hrge into 
the difcuffions which diverge. and ramify in all 
ways from this produftive fubjefl. But there is 
one toiMck upon which I hope I fliall be excufed 
in going a little beyond ray dcfign. The faftions, 
now fo bufy amongft us, in order to diveit men of . 
all love for th'dr country, and to remove firem 
their minds all duty with regard to the ftate, en- 
deavour to {wopagate an ofrinion, that the people, 
in forming their commonwealth, have by no means 
parted with their power over it. This is an im- 
pregnable citadel, to which thefe gentlemen retreat 
whenever they are pufhed by the battery Of laws; 

• ■Vin4ication of jhe Bights of Man, rccornmended by the 
lereral focieljes, 

?«d 
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iwid ufages, and pofitive conventions. Indeed it h 
fuch and' of fo great force, that alt they have done 
Id defending their outworks is fo much time and 
kbour thrown away. Difcufi any of thdr fchemes 
—their anfwer is — It is the aft ot the jWd^/p, and 
that is fufficient. Are we to deny to a Tiiajority ot 
the people the right of altering even the whole 
frame of their fociety, if fuch fliould be thdr 
[deafure ? They may change it, fay they, from a 
monarchy to a republick torflay, andto-morroW 
back ag^n fVbm a republick to a monarchy ; and 
fo backward and forward as oftoi as they like! 
They are matters of the commonwealth ; faecapfii 
in fubftance they are themfclves the common- 
wealth. The French revolution, fay they, was 
the aft of the majority of the people j and if the 
maj<Mity of Miy other pec^le, the people of Eng- 
land for inftance, wifli to make the fiime change, 
they have the lame right. 

Juft the fame undoubtedly. That is, none at 
all. Neither the few nor the many have a right 
to aft merely by their will, in any matter con- 
nefted with duty, trufl, engagement, or obliga- 
tion. The conftitution of a country being once 
fettled upon fome ■ compaft, tacit or expreffed, 
there is no power exifting of force to alter it, 
■without the breach of the covenant, or the con- 
sent of all the parties. Such is the nature of 2 
eontraft. And the votes of a majority of the 
people. 
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fcct]le» "whatever their in^noottft iBatteren majr 
^adtinordcf to comipt theur miiid&, cantiot idtffT 
flu moral any more than th^ can tiyg tint phy- 
^cal d&nce of things. The peopk are not to b^ 
Uugbt to thtfik i^tly of thar fcagi^eQifliti to 
their govpifiorsf ^Ss they teach gbvemors tt> 
tUitk ligbitlr of thoa- e^^iMntf tt^ii^ds cheiA* 
Ift t^at ^d ^ game in the tad the p«opi^'it« 
£irc td be 2o&». To Matter thua-itiK) a «0D<- 
tei^ of faith, truth, aiidjujftice>-is.t9rttibtheai( 
for in die£c virtues coaiifiB thek «h^ ^cty^ 
Xo flattei: ai^ an^, or aay part of naakindt i^ 
fit]r deicription* ^ a&rtiag;, \hat ui ^^agemcm 
he « tih^y are free vhilft any o^a huauoi area- 
tarr u bAuod, is nkmu^y to ^reft the r«ie of 
nbrtlity in the pleafute ^ tho& who ot^t to he 
cig^yftlbiiiktedto it; to fut^od: the fovef^gn 
ivaftm of the vforld to the c^Mices ctf «cak aad 
^dy men. 

But, as ne «ne (^ us men com d^peafe ^th 
fttl£ck or priv^e fetith^ or with aay otber ti^ 
of moral ebligatioD, §o ndther can any aunabei 
of as. The auaibCT engaged in criGOes^ inAead 
^tHraingthein into laudaUe a^ only augmoats 
the quaotity and intenfity of the guilt. I am well 
aware, that men love to hear of their power, bu| 
have an extreaie ch&eliih to be tdd of their 
duty. This is of courfe ; becaufe every duty is a 
fimitatlon. iof fome ppw»'. Indeed arbitrary power 
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u £>nnicfat(rthe depraved tilte of the Viilgu-, of 
tbe vulgar of erety dcforqitmo, that ^diaft afi tile 
dtfleiifions which buierttte the coomionweahh, art 
not conocrtnng the naniiei: in irJtidt it is t<> be 
e^tcrcUcd, but coAcertiing the hands iil which it 
is to be placed' Semewfaero they are rdt^vcd to 
have it. Whether they^ ttefire it to be Tsfted in 
ihi many or thb few, d^^pends with tlioft D:tea 
upon tlic (^ano; Ttrliich they. lB:iagin& they thcga* 
ic^ei may hare of partaldng in the e^erQi& df 
that arhicmry fWay> in the one indd< orin'tfait 
otfarr. 

It k jHit Dearflary t» teach men to tUtft tftet 
power. Bttt it it Vei^ oxpodient that^ hy moral 
inftraaiui, thef Ihould be taught, ted tiy thdr 
dvil cooftitutibbs they £honld 1K compcUd^ Co 
put mafty rcftri^ons upon the ioifnod^ftte trnal* 
dSc of it, and the iaorthnate >dgbc The heft 
method of obtaining theft two great points forms 
the important, but at the lame dme the difficult 
problem to the troe ftntdfaian. He dtinks of the , 
jAa^x in wMch politick fto^et is to be iodged^ 
with nt> othtf att^tion* than as it may tender 
the more or the hk pra£ticiUe, its Jahitary re^ 
firaint, and its prudent dite^Hon. For this reafoa 
no legiflitor, at any perk>d <^ the world, has wSl- 
ingly pkced the ieat of adive power in the Inndt 
of the. multitude : becaofe there it admits of iHt 
controu}} no regulatioa, no fteady ttire^pa what- 
foever. 
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foever. The people are the naturalcontroul on 'au> 
thority J but to cxerdfc and to comroul tt^ether 
is contracHctoiy xtd impotSt^. 

As the exorbitant ocescile of power cannot-, tin- 
der populsir fway, bd efle^hial^y reftraihed, the 
other great objed of- political ; arrangement, the 
means of abatingan excelfive define of .it, is. in fucU 
a flats ftill worfe provided for. ^The ddjiocratick 
commc^wealth is thefbodful ntiifer:of: ambition. . 
Under the other forms it meeta with many. r&; 
ftraints. ' Whenever, iii ftates, whidi have had a 
democratick bails, the leg^flators have endeavour- . 
td to init reftradnts npon amb^on, tlidr methods 
iBrereagvioIent,asintheendthey'weiieincffeftuaJ| . 
as violent indeed as any the' moft jealous xkjpoiifm 
could invent. The oftracifm could not very long 
Jave itfelf, and much le& the flate which it^fza 
meant to guard, from the atten^ts of ambition, 
one of the natural inbred incurable difiempiers:of z 
powerful democracy. i . ■ i 

But to return from this fhort digreffion, which 
however is not wfiolly foreiga to the queftion of 
the efled of the witt of the majority upon the form 
or the exifl:enGe of their fociety. I cannot too of- 
ten recommend it to the ferious confideration of 
all men, who think civil fociety to be within the 
province of moral jurifdi<^on, that if we owe to 
it any duty, it is not fubjeft to our wilL Duties 
are not voluntary. Duty and will are eV«i con- 
tradiftorv 
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tfiadi^ry terms. Now tbough'dvil fodety migbt 
be at firil a vt^un'tary ad (which in many cafes it 
undoubtedly was) its continu:uice is under, a per- 
manent fianding covenant, co-exifiing with the fo- 
dety j and it attaches upon every individual of 
that fodety, without any formal aft of his own. 
This is warranted by the general practice, arifing 
out of the general fenfe of mankind. Men with- 
out thdr dioice derive benefits from that afToda- 
tion ; without thdr c^ice they are fubjefted to 
duties in coniequence of thefe benefits ; and with- 
out their dioice they enter into a virtual obliga- 
tion 'as binding as any that is adual. Look through 
the whole of life and the whole fyflem of duties.' 
Much the firongeft moral obligations are fuch aa 
*ere never the refults of our option, i allow, 
that if no fupreme ruler exifis, wife to fb^m, and 
potent to enforce, the moral law, there is no Sanc- 
tion to any contra^, virtual or even aftual, agunft 
the will of prevalent power. On that Hypothefis, 
let any fet of men be flrong enough to fet their 
duties at defiance, and they ceaie to be duties any 
longer. We' havebut this one appeal againll irre- 
fiftiblc power- 
Si genus humanum et morialia temnitis arma, 
Atfperate Deoi memores fandi atque nefandi. 

Taking it for granted that I do not write to the 
diidples of the Parifian philofophy, I may affume, 

that 
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tbat tM zwibi author of our being ta the nithor 
of ourphcBin the ordor of eadGbcnoe; and tl»l 
hnring-fUfpofod and marfiudlcd iu by it fHvlne (»> 
tick, oat acconting to our -wiU, but aocording to 
lasy htt hast in and by that di^ofiti^ii. viitwaity 
fal^ecfeed ns to ad the part whkh bqh>ng» to tlw 
place afi^ned us. Wt^ have obiisafEKiiii to maq- 
Idiul at large, w^iich arc not in confe^encsof any 
^icdal vcduntary pa^ They arlie 6roin the rds. 
tioa of man to man, aod tlic rdaticm of majt to 
God, which rdatioiu arc not mattos of duMoe. 
On the contrary, the farce of aH the paffcs wUdi 
we enter into with any particular perfon or nun* 
her of perfons amoogft mankind, dq;)enda upon 
thofe prior obligations- la iome ca&s the fubcov 
dinate reIa;iiQns are Toluotary, in others they ai9 
ttece^ry — buttheduUesareallcompuliSve, V/iKa 
we marry, the chcnce is voluntary, but, the dvtie? 
are not matter of choice- They are dieted by 
the nature of the i^ation. Dark and infcrutable 
are the ways by which we come into the workL 
The inftin^fcs whidi give rife to this . tajStaian 
procefi of nature are not of our making Bnttmr 
ofphyiical caufes, unknown to us-, perhaps un> 
knowable, arife moral duties, vhich, as we are aUe 
perie^Uy to comprehend, we are bound indifpen- 
iably to perform. Parents may not be confeniing 
to thar moral relation; but confenting or not, 
they are bound to a long train o£ buxthenlbms 
duties 
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4o^s toivurdfi tlwfe with mhom theyr ham sever 
■tadE & caB-veDtion of say fore ChUHreiL are ndt 
CDO&ntiag .to thor refaiian, bat thrir ittlatBai^ 
wkbout &dr aftualconfent,UDdst^emtoit!|dur 
tie3; or rather it impHes their mnleat^ bccaxfette 
pfe&uiud ccBt&nt of ercpy nitk)^ a-eatnrc 'a.im 
uoilbn lanth the predifpc^d order of thu^^ Mem 
conic m tilat manual iato fk comxiunky vittli the 
£xial* flats q£ their, parents, endows^ vkh 9II t&e 
hdiefits* h»ded vith aE t^ duties of their fitov 
tjifm. {£thc {(xsal ticaand figiuneDtSf ipan qut of 
Ihofe pby&al relations vhich ate the elcaocnts of 
the ctnnmonweakh, in mcA cafes begiiv md al- 
sraf s continue, ixuiependeDtiy of our -will, fa mtlh- 
oui any fti pulatHvi on our onax part, are we bouai 
by that rdaiioa called otu: conQtrygwUch coippro- 
hfokb (as it has bcea vdl iaid) '< aU the chanties 
" of all."* Nor are wekft witbeajt powarfuliiir 
fiin<3s to m^ this duty as dcax and gntd^ t« 
lis* as it is aspfol wd coertdve. Our ootintry is 
not a thing of mere phyfical locality. It coniifis, 
in a great mesfure, in the -aotient order into which 
we are bom. We may have the fame geographical 
Situation, but another country ; as we may have 
the &me country in anotha* foil. The i^ce that 
determines our duty to our country is a fbdal, d,- 
vil ration. 

• Omnes omnium cbariUtei potria vaz compleftitur. Cic. 

The& 
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Thefe are the opimons of the author wbtife cattA; 
I defend. I lay them down not to enforce t^em 
^pon others by difputadon, but as an accouht of 
his proceedings. On them he ads ; and from then 
he is convinced that neitha* he, nor any man, or 
number of men, have z right (exc^ what necelv 
£ty, which is out' of and above all rais, rather 
impo&s than be&ows) to free themlelves from 
that primary engagement into which every man 
bom into a community as mtich contra^ by bis 
being bom into it, as he contraSs an oUigaHod 
to certain parents by his having been derived from 
their bodies. The place of every man determine* 
lusduty. V£ yoM^i Quern te Deut ^ejuffit? You 
.will be anfwered when you refolve this other quei^ 
tion, Humima qua parte localus es in re! *! 

I adinit, incked, that in morals, as in all things 
elie, diflSculties will fometimes occur. Duties will 
fbmetimes crofs cme another. Then queftions vtSl. 
arife, which of them is to be [^ced in fubordini^ 

*AfewUiiesiii Peifiiu contun a good.rammdT-ofall die 
ol^e&i of moral inveftigation, and hint therefult of our ei^ 
quify: There hun^an will has no place. . • _ 

Qnid^/MTWi? et qniduam viiluri gignimiir f <iTiiO 
Quia datust et meia qujs mollis .flexus eC unde ? 
Quis modus argento ? Qu\& fai opt are f Quid afper 
Utile nummuB habet? Pairiie chari/qtie frofiinqu'-s 
Quantum elargiri debeal? — Queni te Dcus efie 
Ju^tf — et humanaqua parte Iscafusej in re? 

- — tion; 
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tion i wWch of them may be entirely fijperftded 7 
Tbefc dotibts give rhfc to that part of moral fdcnlM 
V^edca/ki^ry; which, thongh neceflary tobc wdJ 
ftodied by thofe who would become expert in that 
learning, who aim at becoming what, 1 think Ci* 
ccrofomewhere calls, artifcti offictorwh; itrcqaireS 
9 very folid and difcriminating judgment, great 
modefty and caution, and much fobriety of mimf 
in the handffng ; elfc there is a danger that it may 
totally ftibveft thofe offices wHch it is its objeA 
Wily to methodize and recondle. Duties, at thar" 
extreme bomids, are drawn very fine, fo as to be- 
come rfmoft evanefcent. In that ftate, fome fliadtf 
of dottbtwiH always reft on thefe queftions,- when 
tbsy are purfiied with great fubtilty. But the very' 
habit of Hating thefe extreme cafes is not very lau- 
ia/titt Of fife: becaufe, in general, it is not right to 
wra our duties into doubts. They are impofed to 
govern oor conduci:, not to exercife onr ingenuity; 
and therefore-, our opinions about them ought not; 
lobe In "a fcifte oi flin^biadon, but fteady, fure, and . 

VCTCTVCdt 

Amongft thefe nice, and therefore dangerous, 
points of cafuifliry may be reckoned the queffiorr 
fa much a^tated in the prefent hour — Whether, 
after the people have difcharged themfrfves of their 
original power by an habitual delegation, no occa- 
fion can poffibfy oCctn- which may juftify the re^ 
femption ol ift ? This «pieftion, in this latitude, i* 

Vol. VI. P very 
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Tciy hard to a£rm or deny : but Lam iatis6ed that 
so occafion ca^ juftify fucU a refumption, which 
iroiild not equally authorize a difpenlklion with, 
any other moral duty, perhaps with all of them to-. 
gether. However, if in general it b^ not eafy to 
determine concerning the lawfulnefe of fuch devi-, 
Ous proceedingSj which muft be ever on the edge, 
of crimes, it is far from difficult to forefee the pe- 
rilous confequences of the refufcitation of fuch a 
power in the people. The praftical confequenccs 
of any political tenet go a great way in deciding 
Upon its value. Political problems do not prima- 
rily concern truth or faUehood. ITiey relate to 
good or evii. What in the refult is likdy to i^o- 
duce evil, is politically ialfe : that which is pro- 
dutftive of good, politically true. " 

Believing it therefore a queftion at Icaft arduous 
in the theory, and in the pradice very critical, it 
would become us to afcertain, as well as we can, 
what form it is that our incantations are about to 
call up from darknels and the fleep of ages. When 
the fupreme authority of the people is in quefHon, 
befrt'e we attempt to extend or to confine it, we 
ought to fix in our minds, with fome degree of diCi 
tinsels, an idea of what it is we mean, when we 
iay the PEOPLE. 

In a fiate of rude nature there is no fuch thil^ 
as a people. A number of men in themfelves have 
no coUe^ve capacity. The idea of a people is the 

idea 
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idea of a corporation. It is whdiy artifidal ; and 
made like all other legal fi^ons by eommon a^ee* 
ment. - What the partictUar nature of that agree*- 
ment was, is cc^Aed from the form into which= 
the particular fodety has been caft. Any other is 
not their covaiant. When men, therefore, break 
up the oti^al compad or ^cement which gives' 
its corporate form and capacity to a iiate, they are 
no longer a peoi^e ; they have no longer a corpo- 
rate exiltence ; they have no longer a legal coadiive 
force to bind within, nor a claim to be recognized" 
;d)road. They are a number of va|;ue loofe indi* 
vidn&Is, and nothing more. With them all is to- 
be^ again. Alas ! they little know how many 
^ wearf flep is to be taken before they can form 
themfelves into a ma&j which has a true politick 
perfonality. 

ffrWe hearmuchfrom men, who. have nbt ac- 
quired their hardine& of afiertion {rom the pro- 
funtiity of their thinking, about the omnipotence 
of a majority y in fnch a diifolution of an antient 
ibciety as hath taken place in France. But amongft 
men fo dilbanded, there can be no fuch thing a3 
majority or minority ; or power in any one per- 
fon to bind another. The power of aAing by a 
majority, which the gentlemen theorifts feem to 
afPume fo readily, after they have violated the con- 
■traA out of which it has arifen, (if at all it exified) 
-muft be grounded on two a&imptions ; firfi, tbaC 

' . P 2 of 
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Wc v« jfo-UtUn ai&cted by ;hkgi>'vcbidi ace Tatu 
ljitKiHi« tii^ YW cpoadar this idea «f til* OeeifiM. ofi 
%wv^ir«()',aai| Uw«ff«alwo£ ottroti^ntai naoinis 
9«t £4^ QW^tt^^ w)»>K r«fi4wg uk ». iiaiti 
ooiijit, is. cm» o£ tbeoraA vident fidwnsi o£ ]Ki6tiM 
IvWi. 1^ erer bm baa OB cam be soaiie on: the pri»i 
^(}9: ot ansficulincorporatipn. Out of diritfo* 
oe^ oatoce kiwuvsinotftug^ of it ; nor aid io«i» 
«t^a 'wbfu. ananged accoidkigito cmt ocdar, othiuv 
TVlb than. byviar^D long- tiwoing^ bkoug^ at aftto 
firiH&it to i|t< TluDKuadisbixHiglkt hw uuyfaaiiif 
ko.Kf^ofmia tjuypraoMdiags. of om man, or a 
few, who act under a general procufatiOTi fbt Aq 
&tf^ thaa. itti the voto 06 a.-ndiorioiui majorit;^ in 
om|iQUliijBiin4iicit9«ay maa has. his ihue id thp 
4ctibM3|»iMi>. FoT' fihece. the beiKn panty an'CBBfi 
flKdt^ wed fowed by tih« ptt-riDus, cbntKntkm, 
afid qwr^^d.b7 the coiKjufive dtsfeatv Thi»nadt 
(^ doc^onk^wher^' \nlk asa^ be lb nearly eqiiah 
.'^^te«e^acKMdJag-b» cdrcuBifbiuKff i£e finalier nun^^ 
bcr maybe the to<»)gerf*irce,aad;TBh«i«aiq»r8Dt 
Tcaifon. n»y bfl ail i^pcm one fide* andicm tfuotiur 
ii^tle dfet^tsot impetttons appetite; alLthis.niaAbc 
the i;e:Uilt o£ a very paiiisatlar and fpcdab aotnt» 
tioB,co8firaieda£tBn«ai)ds.hy..l(H)g^hBbiS^aaf. (din- 
diencC} 
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itilnos; by a, toct of difeipline in Kbciety, and by i 
Anng iund, vcAed with ftationary permanent 
power, ta tsfckix this fort ^ confh*u6tive general 
vrSL What organ it is that ftaildecbn thecotfO- 
rate mind is fo mudi a matter of pofid-^e arrange- 
•BiEnt, Aat fevaral ftatts, for ibe valitfity of fevcral 
Cff thdr aSt%^ hive required a propordoil of vt^ces 
samcfa g^reater than thbt of a biere ma^rity. TimSk 
{ffnpWticMs ate fo «ntireiy governed bir caavtO' 
xioB, that in fotne caies the minority deddes. The 
la'wB in many cQuntries to condeffin require more 
than i, moK OmjorUy \ feis tikan an «qual number 
to aequit. In «ttr judidal trills we r^uire unatii- 
okity either to toAdemn or Co abfolvb In fomc 
incor^ocuioiJa one man l^eaks for the wlu^e ; in 
btiiers^ a few. Uidil the other day, in the conftii^ 
Atkui of Poland, unaninity Was reqiitrad to give 
i«^dity to any a& of their gr^t natimiil council 
tst diet. 'fhiB approaches much more notrly t* 
rwde nature than the iniUtutitmi of any other 
country. Such, indeed^ every commonweaMi muft 
be, without apofitivelawto recognize in a cettaiit 
(mmber the will of the entire body. 

If men difTeii^ theic antient incorpomtion,. in 
order to rt^nevate thtir cpmitiumtyy in that &Lte 
(tf things each ttian ha^'a-rightiif heplcafes, tore, 
main an indivuiual. Any number of individui^. 
who can agree upon k, hsTC an'untltubtai ri^t 
to form thehifelves ihto a llate aphrt andjv&oliy 
P 3 independent. 
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independent. If any of thefe is^'rced into the 
fellowOiip of another, this is conqueft and not com* 
,padl. On every principle, which fuppofc fooety 
■to be in virtue of a free covenant, this compuIfivB- 
incorporation muft be null and void. 

As a people can have no right to a corpcarate ca<- 
pacity without univerJal con&nt, fo nrithcr have 
they a right to hold exduiively any lands in the 
•name and title of a corporation. On the £chcii^ 
of the prefect rulers in our neighbouring country, 
regenerated as'they arc, they have no more right 
to the territory called France than I have. I have 
i right to pitch my tent in any unoccupied place I 
can find for it ; and 1 may apply to my own mun* 
tenance any part of their unoccupied folk I may 
purchafe the hou'fe or vineyard of any individual 
proprietor who refufes hw confent (and moft proi- 
prietors have, as for as they dared, refufed it) to 
the new incorporation. I fiacd in his independent 
place. Who are thefe infolent m^ calling themr 
fclves the French nation, that would monopolize 
this fair domain of nature i Is it becaufe they fpeak 
a certain jargon ? Is it thar mode of chattering, to 
me. unintelligiblci that forms their title to my land ? 
Who are they wlio daimby prefcription and der 
fcent &om certain gangs of.banditti called Franks, 
«md Burgundians, and Vifigoths, of whom I may 
have never heard, and ninety-nine out of kn hua- 
(Jred of themfelves certainly never have heard ; 
whilft 
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■whHft at the very time they tdl me, that prefcrip^ 
titm and long poffeffion form no title to property? 
Who are they that prefume to affert that the land 
which Ipurchafed of the individual, a natural per- 
fon, and not a fi^on of fiate, belongs to them, 
who in the very capacity in which they make their 
claim can exift only as an imaginary being, and in 
virtue of the very prefcription which they rejeft 
and difown ?- This mode of arguing might be pulh- 
ed into all the detail, fo as to leave no fort of doubt; 
that on their prindplcs, and on the fort of footing 
en which they have thought proper to place them- 
ietves, the crowd of men, on the one fide of the 
channel, who have the impudence to call theni-' 
iHves a people, can never be the lawful exclufivtf 
poffeffors of the foil. By what they call feafoning' 
without prejudice, they- leave not one ftone upon 
another in the fabrrcfc of human fociety. They 
fiibvert all the authority which they hold, as wdl 
as all that which they have deftroyed. 

As in the abftraft, it is perfeftly dear, that, out' 
of a ftate of civil fbciety, majority and minority' 
arc relations whicli can have no exiftence; and that- 
in civil fcKiety, its' own fpecifick conventions in 
each corporation, deterimnc what it is that confii- - 
tutes the people, fo as to make their a6t' the figni-' 
fication of the general will ; to come tb particu- 
lars, it is equally clear, that neither in France nor" 
in England has the original, or ^ny fublequent 
P 4 compacT: 
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tuted a Tiutjorityofiimuj f^4 ^ ^^ keadt to be Uui 
fding people of their Icveral cctoiipumtie^, Aqd 
i fee asUttl? pf poUcy or uiijity, as there Uo)f right, 
* in laying 4owij a priiK%k thirt. ji niajority ^ men 
told by the head ar^ to be^oniidered a the pep^e^ 
and that zs fuch tliei^ wilt U to. be liw. What po^ 
Ijcy can there be fbun4 19 arraogemeuts made in 
defiance of every political pFifitiplC'? T9 e^a^e 
men to aft with the weight apd .charafter o( a, 
people, and to Infwer the ends for whicb they are 
incorporated into that capacity, we mvifi fu[fK:^i» 
them (by means immediate or conifi^iK>^4) ^9 be 
|p that iUte of halntual focial difdpUoc, in whicli 
the wi&r, the more expert, aj^d the more ppulott^ 
ccin4v.cl* and by condu^ng ci^^t^ ^d prote^ 
^ weaker, the lefe knowing, ^d ih? k6 pcq^id- 
ed with the goods of fortune.; Wheq tie,mttlti, 
tude are not under thii. cUlcipUne, Uiey c^^fcarcely 
be ^d to be in civil fociety. Give once ^ certain, 
conilitmion of things, which produces a variety of 
conditions and circumftai^ces ip a liate, and there. 
U V(i nature and rea&n a principle which, for thor 
Q^n benefit; poftpones, not the intereft but the 
jltdgment, of thofe whQ a;:^e numero f lures-, to thofe 
' v^ - are , virjute et konore majares. Numbere in a . 
ftate (f^ppofing, which is nttt the cafe in France, 
that a ft^tf 4ops exift) are always erf confidcFation 
■Tpbut ti^y ai^e not the whpfct confidctauou*. it is 
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iut^agfiiaqvcieiiout than ^^y, that it autybc 
traiyiaid/atu^Atjuitem-mhiplauderi. 

A true iwturaj arifiocracy w not a iefanfa^ int&- 
rdl in the ftat«,<Nr fepuuble from it. Itiaaneffeik- 
tial integrant pu-t of uiy brge body riglitly coni* 
AJtuted. : It is formed out of a cla£s of k^aatt 
preftunpUeos, which, tai^n as geoeralitiefi, mufi bfe 
fLdoiitted for a^ual truths. To be bred ia apbutf 
pf eftiina^n i To ibe nothing low and fordid fron 
pik's iafut^y » To be taught to rdped one's felf j 
To be hahit^ated to the cenfonal infpediion of ths 
pubUck«ye} To look eariy to publick optxuoii; 
To ftand upon fuch elevated ground as to be en- 
abled' to take a lajfge vJe« of the wide-^iread and 
infinitely diverllified combinatKHiiS of men and af* 
fairs In a laige fodety ; To havie kUure to read, to 
yeflecl, to converfc ;. To be epaWed to draw th« 
fX»4rt a^ attention of the wife and learned wheror 
ever they are to be found ;— To be hal^uated in 
^mies to command and to obey ; To be taught to 
^i^k dai^er in the purfuit of honour and duty) 
To be formed to thegreateft dc^;ree of vigilance^ 
forehghtr ^>d circumfpection, in a itate of things 
in which no fault is comioitted with impunity, 
3»d the fiightfft niiftakes draw on the moft ruin- 
ous couie^^ce*— To be led to a guarded and re- 
gulated coudu^, from a fenfe that you are con- 
lidered as an inftruclor of your fellow-citizem ia 
their high^ conccrnsj and that you acl as a re- 
conciler . 
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voadkr between God and man— To be employed 
as an adniinUirator of law and julHce, and to be 
^CTcby amongft the firft bencfeAors to mankind 
—To be aprofeflbr of high fcience, or of tiberal 
and ingenuous art — ^To .be amongft rich traders, 
who from their fuccefi are prefumed to have 
fliarp and vigorous underftandings, and to po£k& 
the virtues of diligence, order, cohllancy, and 
regularity, and to have cultivated an habitual re> 
gard to commutative juftice — Thefe .are the dr- 
cumftances of men, that form what I fhould call 
z natural arifiocracy, without which there is no 
nation. 

'■ The ftate of dvil fodety, which necrfSirily ge- 
nerates this ariftocracy, is a ftate of nature ; and 
much more truly fo than a lavage and incoherent 
mode of life. For man is fay nature reafonafale ; 
and he is never perfeAly in his natural ftate, but 
when he is placed where reafon may be beft cul- 
tivated, and moft predominates. Art is man's na- 
ture. We are as much, at leaft, in a ftate of na- 
ture in formed manhood, as in immature and 
helpleis iniancy. Men qualified in the manner I 
have juft defcribed, form in nature, as ftie operates 
In the common modification of fociety, the lead- 
ing, gliding, and governing part. It is the foul 
to the body, without which the man does not 
exift. To ^ve therefore no more importance, 
in the foetal order, to fuctt defcriptions of men, 

than 
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dian that of fo many units, is an horrible i|6ii>' 
fdtion. . ■ ;> 

When great multitudes aft together, under that 
idifdpliae of nature, I recognize the PEOPLE. I 
acknondedge fbmething that perhaps equals^ ana 
ought always to guide, the fovereignty of conven- 
tion. In all things the voice of this grand chorus 
of national harmony ought to have a mighty and 
deci£ve influence. But when yoa diihirb this 
lurmony ; wheii you break up this beautiful or- 
der, this array of truth and nature, as well as of 
babit and prejudice ; when you fqiarate the com* 
mon fort of mea from their proper chieftains fo 
as. to form them into an -advcrfc army, I no 
longer know that venerable objed called the poopie 
-in fuch a diibanded race of deferters and vagu 
bonds. For a while they may beterrible indeed) 
but in fuch a manner as wild beafts are terribfei 
The mind owes to them no fort of iubmiflion* 
They are, as they have always been reputed, re> 
beb. They may. lawfully be. fought wit^i, and 
brought undo", whenever an advantage oflersi 
Thofe who attempt by outrage and violence to 
deprive.men of any advantage which they hold 
under the laws, and to deftroy the natural order 
of life, proclaim wa: againft them. 
■ We have read in hiftory of that fui-ious, mfuiv 
re£lion of the common people in France called th« 
yacquerk; for this is not the firft time that the 
people 
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(Biqde have been enl^lsncd into trealbri, mup- 
der, and rapine. Its object was to extirpate ii^ 
gditry. ThtCi^liitSucixyXhmom&H^iaai 
thafe dftTB, dilhonotired cbe i^uae o£ fc gnsitkmata 
bnd of a man hy takiag, fbr tliidir cruvldes, a 
anid vet^ewoe <iQ thefe ddud^ wrettiics: it 
]ira5,haireTca*,'liis tight and Iue duty Do aiake war 
lipoi^'ikcm^' and ajtenvards, in modhatiock, to 
tiling .them lo\pnni&nient far t&eir rebsffioaj 
diDUgh in thafenfeof'the fVeiich revoUition, aod 
tif ibtne'Of our dubs, -they were thtftefiei aad 
mtm tnilf £a, if you ndll call fay thoCi^pdUttioa 
tUtif tmjdaty cf jtim tofd Ay HSe itoiL 
o liltt^'tisne not very remobe &am the iVnte pe> 
riod (for thefe humouES. never.bxre aflc^ed.oM 
of the nations without fome inflocnoe on. the 
other) h;q)pcned feveral rifings of. the lower com*. 
nionB In £n^and. Thde infiirgents w«re cen 
tainly the m^ority of the inhabitants of the coun- 
ties in which they refided ■, and Cade, &t, atui 
Strav, at the head of thjnr national guards, and 
fomented by certain tnitors of hi^ rank, did no 
more than exert, according to the dotfirines of 
ours and the Parifian fodeties, the fovereq;a power 
inherent in the majority. 

We call the time of thofc events a darlc age. 
indeed we are too indulgent to our own pro£ci< 
ency. The Abbe John BaH underftood the righti 
of man as well as the Abbe Cregoire. That reve- 
rend 
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louf patmrc^ ot fecUdcat, and prototype of ouf 
■odcvh preocbcTSi, was of opinion wil^ the na^ 
^Mal x&Dibljr, thtt aH the crrys which have bSkxt 
upon men had been can&d by an ignonnce ol 
AeSr " hzving been born and continued equal as 
** to th^i r^^ito" Had the populace been aUe 
to repeat thart profound mxztm all would faa'wi 
gone perfeffly ■wcE with Aem. No tyranny, nd 
vexation, no oppreflion, no care, no forrow» coul4 
bave exiJIed in the worldi. This would have cure4 
likBsa, Mke a. eharm for the tooth-acb. ButaJbA 
loweft Wf etches-, in then: moA ignorant fiatCrWerfi 
able at all times to talk fuch fhilf ; and yet at aO 
times have they fuffercd many evils and many t^- 
preflions, both before and lince the lepubUcatdott 
by the national aflembly of this fpeU of healing 
potency and virtue. The enlightened Dr. Ball, 
wheu he wiihed to rekindle the lights and fires of 
Us, audience oo this pcoat, cboie for the tfxt the 
fiiHowitog coQi^ : 

■ When Adam delved and Eve fpan, 
.J, Who waa then the gpotleman ? 

ai-tlaa ^Bftttnt macdm, however, I do not give 
ten for the inventor, pb feems* to have be^ 
handed down by tracBtibn, and had cert^hly ber- 
conie jirovataal;. but whether then compofcd,.OT 
9Kitf: -|rri'"fr^_ tlutt asuifiih mufl. he, adntttedf t^wf 
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m k^oving, ieo&, incrgy, and compifelienfivetlefiy 
it is i^Uy equal to all the modern diflertations oa 
the equality of mankind ; and it has one advan- 
tage over them,— 4hat it is in rhyme.* : 

• It U no fmall lofi to the WwM, tkat the wii*l« Of this «n- 
l^tened and philofbpbick fermon, preadied to fVM batdrti 
Aci^anJ natioad gntrds aflembled at Blacklieath (a number 
Uobably equal to the fublime and majellick FeJfraiian of tbe 
Uthof July 1790, in t)\e.Champi de Man} is qotpreferved. A 
flioit abftraft is, however, to be found in Walfingham. Ihave 
tdded it here for the edification df the modem wbigi, who ma^ 
poffibly except this precious little fr^ment fiom their general 
contempt of antient learning. 

Ut fuS doftrina plurea inficerct ad Je Blackheth {ubiducenU 
mlllia bomlnum communiunt fuere fimul congregata) bujufcc 
modi fermonetn eft exorfvls. 

Whan Adam dalfe, and Eve fpan. 

Who was than a gentleman i 
Continuanfque fermonem inceptum nitfibatur per Verba pro* 
verbii quod pro themate fumpferat, introducere & probate, «i 
iBitio umitcs pares cuaUs a natard, fervttutem per injuftSBi <^ 
preXonem nequam hominum introdu&am contra Dei volunta' 
tem, quia fi Deo placuiffct fen-os creaffe, utiquc in principio 
mundi coDftitaiiTet, quis fervus, quifve dominuE futurua fuiflel. 
Conliderarent igitur jam tempus a Deo datunl eis, in quo (dcb 
polita fervitutis jugo diutius) poflent fi vcltent, libertate ditt 
concupitft gaudcre. Quapropter monuit iifcSent virj cordadt 
& amoTe boni patris&imiliaa excolentis agrum fuutn &: exfiifc 
■ pantis ac rcfecantis noxia graraina quae frugea folent opprimere, 
& ipfi in prtefenti facere fefiinirent ; prini6 majores regni Jamintf 
tceiikiitit'; deinde juriJho!, jufiiciario! ilSjuratores pair iit per imendo'i 
^fiiemd quofiiunque fcireut infofitturt a m nu i nitaii luciyts'; toU 

lerent 
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Tho-e is no doubt, but that this great teacher 
of the rights of man decorated his difeourfe oa- 
this vahiable text, with lemmas, theorems, fdudia. 



kreat de terrA Aid; lie demum tipactm ^\>\m.t± panrtnt Scjita* 
rilalem in futuram ; fijuhlalii majmibus effct inter tu mjua iiitr^ 
tai, eaJfm naiilUas, far dignitai, fimilj^ue pottfias. 

Here is difptayed at once tbe nbolf of the grand arcanam 
pietended to be found out by the national aflembly, for fecur* 
ing fubire happinels, peace, and tranqiiilUty. Tbere feems 
however to be forae doubt whetber ibis venerable protomarCjr 
of pkilorophy was inclined to carry bis own declaration of tbe 
ngbts of men more rigidly into prance tban tbe national a£- 
fembly tbemfelvei. Ue was, like tbem, only preaching licen- 
tioufncls to the populace to obtain power for bimfdf, if we may 
believe what is fubjoined by tbe biflorian. 

Cumijue hsc & ^ara alia •kHramaita [think of this old fool '■ 
calling all tbe wife maxims of tbe French academy deliTomentaJ 
pmlicd^, commune vulgus cum tanto farore profequitur, ut 
mttiamartnt am artbicpi/cofum futurum, l^ regni canctllarimit. 
Whetber he would have taken thefe fituations under tbele 
pamci, or would have changed the whole nomenclature of the 
ftate and church, to be onderftood in the fenfe of the revolu- 
tion, is not fo certain. It is probable that he would h^ve 
cbuiged tbe namea and kept the fubllance of power. 

We find too, that they bad in tbofe days ihen ficitty Jar «»• 
Jlittiitnai itt^pfaiign, of which tbe reverend John Ball' was a 
confpicuous member, fometimes under his own name, fome- 
timet tmder tbe fdgned name of John Schep. Belide* him it 
confifted (a« Knyghton tells us] of peribns who went by tbe 
Teal or fiAitious namei of Jack Mylner, Tom Baker. Jack 
fttaw. Jack Trewman, Jack Carter, and probably of many 
more. Some of the cholcefi fiowenof the pablicatiooa> chaii^ 

tabiy 
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clBn>B«n«», iUld aB the tpparatm of fdeiK^j winctt 
*K Ismfhed in 29 great i^enty u!d pa'iedionr 
mrt of tfce dogmackk uid pdeRuck nngaziites,' 

the 

bt^ i g tf tten dMi erfcn\aa^ if tltmt grafis, arc \ipon retdftf ii< 
WsTfiogtem and Kn^fcton ; and f am mefinftl to prefer fhtf 
jnthy and fententTausbraf iCy of fhefii iuHetiin of antitfnt TcbeU 
Inn, brfbte tbe Itwfc and confufed prolixity of fhe modem ad' 
ter ti ft m cata o! t oii tBia twnaf infbrmatian. Thcj^ confurt mortf 
gabd meralifjr, «ad Mb bad politkfa ; they had much mote 
ftundktibn in reaf oppreffion; and they have the reconnnenda-' 
An of ftei n g mnch better tdbpted to the capacitiet ctf rhofe fai 
-•AofebftTtiAion.tiiey wen: intended. WhatEVETlau<IabIepaa^ 
theteaebersOftfasprefait day appear to take, I carmot contph-< 
aent them, fe-fkrastoidlOTv, that diey hare lucceeded hi wnfj 
ing down to thelevel of their pnpils, tbe memiers ^tbeJi^eigHi 
♦itfc half tfie- ability of Jacfc Carter and the ttverend Jobn Ball.* 
•^-Thaf Riy-naderT may judge for tbcidfelTes, I flialt gi'Vff th^ 
one ortmrl^ecimenB. 

The firft ii zit «ddnfif ffom the retnend Joh Q- Ball' mSef 
Ira mirA: guem of John Scfaep. I know not agaiiilt wiiat paifi 
fieafef "piylbiii bon>ugft"'the wrieer means' to cantion t6* 
peopfe; it may hare been oniyagcfler^ cry again* **ntKt 
•■ tmaigSs," which it was ^osgtit Connmcnlr Aeii as wbw ttf 
make thelirffpretatt, aod'ptoce-si the-beadef tbcrHltofgiiCTit 



Mm-Sd)«p(bme«me Sn'at Bfary ftiieft bFYdtke; ami'ntJW 
of CWtheffer, greeteth (Ml Jtotor NameWfe; A Jtrfm thrSfiflif 
A- John Carter, and biddah' ibm Aat tht^ ii*v)are <f^^ inbQ. 
nagS-, and'ftandtogetfier in God's nanc; anil bftHeth' Plei» 
tt got ttj bis wctS^ and' diafUn! well Sfff we rtffmt 
/ ' " " • "■'fprob^y 
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the old horfe-armorT' of the fchoolmen, among 
Whom the Rev.' Dr. Ball was' bred, as they can be 
fuppUed from ^e new arfenal ^ Hackney. It 



[probabljr the Iciag] and take with you Joha Trewidan, and kU 
his fellows and no moe. 

John the Miller hath yground final, fmall, fmallt 
The King's Sonne of Heven Ihql pay for all. 
Beware or ye be woe, 
Know your frende fro your foe. 
Have enough and fay hoe: 
And do wel and better, and flee ilnne, 
Aadfetkc peaci and hfAdtytit thtrtin ; 
& fo biddeth John Trewman, & all his Celtowes. 

The reader has perceived, from the lall lines of this curious 
ftate paper, how wdl the national aflembly has copied its union 
of the profeffion of univerfal peace, with the praftice of mur- 
der and confulion, and the blall of the trumpet of fedition in 
all nations. He will, in the following confiitutional paper, ob- 
fcrvc how well, in their enigmatical ftyle, like the aflembly and 
their abettors, the old philofopbers, profcribe all hereditary dil^ 
tinAlon, and bellow it only on virtue and wifdom, according 
to their eftimatlon of both. Yet ihefe people are fappofed 
never to have heard of "the rights of man!" 

JackMylner. 
Jakfce^Mylnci alk^th help to tume his mylne aright. 

He halh.grounden fraal, fmal. 

The King's Sone of Heven he (hall pay for allc. 
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was« no doubt, dU{}ofed with all the adjutancy of 
definition and divifion, in which (I fyeak it with 
fubmifllon) the old marlhab were as able as the 
modern martinets. Neither can we deny, that the 
philofophick auditory, when they had once ob- 
tained this knowledge, could never return to their 
former ignorance ; or after fo infinitive a lefture 

Loke tby tnylne gc\a ryyt with the four fsylea, uid the poll 

Itwde ia Aeadfaftuefle. 

With ryjrt & with myyt. 
With fltill & with wylle, 
Lat mjryt help tyyi. 
And fkyl go before wille. 
And ryyht before myght. 
Than goth our inylne aryght. 
And if myght go before ryghf. 
And wylle before (kylle; 
Than is out mylne mys-a-dyght. 

Jack CAitTKK underftood perfeAly the doftriae of looking 
to the enJ, with an indiiference to the means, and the probabi- 
li^ of mucb good arifing from great evil. 

Jakke Carter prayes yowe aUe that ye make a gode eiu/e of 
that ye have begunoen, & doth wele and ay bettur 8c bettun 
for at the even menhefyth the day. F»r if ibe ende h tixle thaa 
is allt •null. Lat Feres the plowman my brother dwelle Kt home 
and dyght us come, & I will go with jowe & heipe, that 1 
may,to dyghte your mete andyouredrynke, that ye none feyle. 
Lokke that Hobbe lobbyoure be wele chaflyled for lefyng of 
your grace : for ye have gret nede to take God with yowe in 
all your dedes. For ^w is tyme to be vrae, 

be 
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be in the iitme fbtte of mind as if they had never 
heard it.* But thefe poor people, who were not 
to be envied for their knowledge, but |Ht)ed for . 
thdr delufion, were not reafoned (that was im- 
polHble) but beaten out of thetr lights. With 
their teacher they were delivered over .to the 
lawyers;. who wrote in their blood the ftatutes 
of the land, aaharlhly, and. in the &me fort of 
ink, as they and their teachers. had wpritten the; 
rights of: man. ,, 

Our doftors of the day are not fo fond of 
quoting the opinions of this.antittit iage as they 
are of imitating his conduct; Hrft, becaufe it 
might appear, that they are not as great inventors 
as they would be tbought ; and next, becaufe, 
unfortunately for his fame, he was not fucce^uh 
It is a remark, Uable . to as few exceptions as any 
generality: can be, tjiat. they who applaud prof-, 
pei-ous folly, and lafj^re triumphanc.. guilt, have 
never been known to fuccour or even to pity-hu-, 
maji weakneis or offence when they become fob- 
jed: to- human viciflitude^ and. meet with punifli-. 
ment ^f^ead of obtaining power. Abating for 
their want of fcnfibUity to the fufferings of their 
aflbciates, they are not fo much in the wrong : 
£or madnels and wickednels are things' foul and 
deformed in themfelves ; ^nd fiand in need of all 

• See the wife remark on this fabjeft, in the Defence of 
Rights';Di'Man, circuited hy the fodetieg., 

Q 3 the 
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the coveriogs and trafipuigs o£&Hrtnjic ta rocom- ' 
mend them to the multitude. Nothing czn be 
■Mrc loodifime in thor. naked nature 

AbcEraoons; liko ibt&,-^fbesher andicnt dr.ino 
deitH unfucocfsful or pro^erous, are^ things of 
foSkgt. They Aun^fiino argumeot for fiippolii^ 
a mtdthude^ toU by the htadto ie tht pte^. Stich a 
iRuItitude osi have no Ibit of titk to altar the 
fiiat of poww in ^ Ibdety, in which it cror 
ought to be the obedient, and not the ruKng ot 
prefi(&ig jKLTt. What po\Kr may bdoi^ to^the 
V^ide' tna£i, in Av^h naisi the natural urifiieraty, 
er what by oonventioa is appointed to rcfnefitoit 
and firengthoi it, a£b in its- proper place,.with k« 
proper weight, and 'without bdng fubjefted to 
vidcnce, is a deeper queftion. Bnt in that cafe, 
and with that concurrent, I fitould have much 
doubt whether - any ra& or defperate changes ia 
the ftate, fiidi- as we have-ften in France, could 
ever be efi^ed. 

I have fiiid, that in all pc^tical queftions the 
con£Bquences of any affuraed rights are of great 
moment in deciding upon thar vaEdity. In this 
pwnt of view let us a little fcrutinize the e&ds 
of a ti^t in the mere majority of the inhabitants 
ef any country of fuperfeding and altering their 
govemment at pleafure. 

The funi total of every people is compofed of 
its units. Every individual muft haivea rig^ to 
• I- originate 



i.vCoogIc 



TO THK 6ld vnios.- , ' »a9' . 

ori^ate wIeU afterwards is to become the aci off 
tte'in^oiicy; Wlutever he may laWfiiUy origt'' 
nats, he may lawfully endearour to accomplHhv' 
He has a night therefore in bis:OWn particular -t«l); 
break the ties asd en g ageroentB wMch bind hicftr 
tt> the country in -w^ich he Hresi.and he has. a^ 
ri^C tomake as many cpiurerts to ius opinions^ 
and to (^namas many aflbdates in'lMfi.defigiis, a& 
he can procicre : For how^can you knoti' the dvTt 
pofitions of the majority to defiroy their govenif 
ment, but by tan^wring with fome part of the 
body i you muft be^n by a fccret con^nracy,- 
that yon may end with a national confederation^ 
The mere pleafure of' the beginner muft be.thei 
kiB guide ; £nce the mere pleafure of others tn^i&i 
bethefole ultimate ian&ion, as weH as. the iole 
aduatir^ principle in erery part of the progrob;. 
Thus arbitrary wUt (the laft corruption of 'ruling 
power) atcp by ftcp, poifons the heart of evray 
citizen. If the undertaker &ils, he has the mif.' 
fcatune of a rdid, but not the guilt. By fudr 
doArines, all love to our country, all [mous veike-' 
ration and attachment to its laws- and cuftoros^ 
are ot^terated from our minds ; and nothing cair 
re&lt from this opinion, when grown into a 
princi{^, and animated' by difconroitf'^mbitioay 
or enthufiafin, but a ferics of confpiraaes and fe>' 
dtticHis, fomejimes ruinous to th«r authbrs, al- 
ways noxious to the ftate. No fenfe of duty c^ 
Q 3 prevent 
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prevent any man from being a leader or a'£i^ 
lower- in fuch enterprizes. Nothing reAraios'the 
tempter; nothing guards the tempted; Kqr.is- 
the new fiate, iabricated by fudi arts, £i^ than 
the old. What can prevent the mere will of. any' 
perfbn, who hopes to unite the wills of others to 
his own, irom an attempt whcfiy to oTcrtttrn U ? 
It wants nothing but 'a'difpolition to'trou^ tiie 
eflabliflied order, to give a^ title to the enter- 
prize. 

"When you -combine this'prindple of the right 
to change a fixed and tolerable confiitution «f 
things at pleafore, with the- theory and practice 
of the French affembly, the political, dvil,. and 
moral irregularity are if poffible aggravated. .The 
aflemUy have found another road, and a f^ more 
commodious, to the deftruftion of an old govern- 
ment, and the Intimate formation of a now one, 
than through the previous will of the majority of 
what they call the peopk. Get, fay they, the 
poffeffion of power by any means you can ;int6 
your hands ; and then a fublequent confent (what 
they call an tutArtfi tf adhejion) makes your Au- 
thority as much the aft of the people as if they 
had conferred upon you origin^y that kind and 
degree of power, which, without their permiffion, 
you had fcized. upon. This is to give a direA 
£ui£tion to fraud, hypocrify, perjury, and 'the 
breach of the moft iacred trufts that can cxift be- 



z.d=,Goo^Ic 



TO THE OLD WHICS. 23 1 

twcen man and man. What can found with fuch 
horrid difcordanbe in the moral ear, as this po5- 
tion. That a delegate with limited powers may 
break his fwom engagements to his conftituent, 
afifijme an authority, never committed to him, to 
alter aH things at his pleafure ; and then, if he 
tan perfuade a large number of men to flatter him 
in the power he has ufurped, that he is abfolved 
in his own confcience, and ought to ftand ac- 
quitted in the eyes of mankind ? On this fcheme 
the maker of the experiment muft begin with a 
determined pcijury. That point is certain. He 
muft take his chance for the expiatory addrefles. 
This is to make the fuccefs of villainy the ftandard 
of innocence. 

Without drawing on, therefore, very fhocking 
cdnfequences, neither by previous confent, nor by 
fubfequent ratification of a mere rsckmed majority^ 
can any fet of men attempt to diffolve the ftate at 
their pleafure. To apply this to our prefent fub- 
jeft. When the feveral orders, in their feveral 
bailliages, had met in the year 1 789, fuch of them, 
J mean, as had met peaceably and conlHtutionally, 
to choofe and to inftruA their reprefentatives, fo' 
organised, and fo a^ng, (becauft they were or- 
ganized and were aftSng according to the conven- 
tions which made them a people) they were the 
people of France. They had a legal and a natural 
capadty to be confidered as that people. But 
Q 4 obferve. 
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obfitrre, whUft they woe ia tbU ilatCf . tliat. is^ 
whilft they were i people, in no one of theiifiu 
finidions did they charge or ereo, hint it any, of 
tfaofe things, which have drawn upon the ufuzp* 
ii^ afiembly, and thor adherents, the deteftftien 
of the rational and thinkiog part of manhbnd. . I 
will venture to affirm, without the leaft ^ipreheo* 
^on of being contradiAed by any pcrfon who 
Jmows the then iisie of France, t^t if any one 
of the changes were propofcd, ^hich form , the 
foimdamental parts of their revolutioi^ and com- 
pcfe its moft diftinguiOung ads, St would.not have 
had one vote in twenty tbouland in apy order. 
Th^ inftru^ons purported the dired coptnuy 
to all thofe ^rnous proceedings, which are -de- 
fended as the ads of the people> Had fueb pro- 
ceedings been expeded, the great probability i$, 
that the people would then have rifen, as to a 
man, to prevent them. The whole organization 
of the ailembly was altered, the whole frame of 
the kingdom was changed, before thefe things 
could be done. It is long to tell, by what evU 
arts of the confpirators, and by what extreme 
weakneis and want of fteadinels in the lawful go- 
vernment, this equal ufurpation on the rights of 
the prince and people, having firil cheated, and 
then offered violence to both, has lieen able to 
triumph, and to employ with fuccels the forged 
fi^uture of an tmprifoned foyerogn, and the 
fpiirious 
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ffwpim voids <rf t^ftat^ ii4d>eftii» to a :f9M> 
quent ratification «f tilings that bftd iiCirer ne* 
CBVodAttf pr«!vi«ms iw^Qii, genet:?! or ptixlcu- 
br, ciqira&d w m^ikdt.frvm tke Bation <in 
wbatevK Usdk tk^ word w talpm) «r ^0in, any 
putvf it. 

iVfter the w&^ty and r^^ie^aUe part of the 
pef^ bad bj:«n #nux4ared, -or driven by the me- 
BAces of muxder ^om thj^ :boufi^, «^ w«f¥ difr 
pecfed i& exile ioto evwy country in £ur<^i 
afto: the ((^diwcy bad bew .de^udH»l from tboc 
officers ; after propfTty h^d l^fl; it^ weight and 
confideraljoD, aJong witb it? feourity; after voiua- 
taxy clubs apd affodatioas of fa^us and unprin' 
dfded mcB were &bftitutied in the fdace of all ^e 
legfil oxrpcoittipns oi the Hitigdom arbitrarily, dif- 
Gdlved i after fi:e«ion) had l»cn bapifiied from 
* tboie pc^ular meetings, whofe Cde recommen- 
datiiw is Ireedom—After it had come to that 
pais, that no diflent dared to appear in any of 
them, but at the certain price of life ; after even 
diiTent had been andcipated, and ailaffination be- 
came as quick as fufpicion ; fuch pretended rati- 
fication by addrefles could be no ad of what any 
lover of the people would choofc to call by their 
name. It is that vtnce which every fucceisful, 
ufurpation, as well as this before u^, may eafily 
procure, even without making (as thefe tyrants 

" The primary affemblies, 

have 
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iuTentade) donatif^ firom the ^oU of dne pott 
<rf the citizens' t& oirrapt the other. " -; 

- The pretended righuofman, which have nude 
this havock, ciniitH b& the rights of the peo|de. 
For to be- a people, and to have thefe-tights, are 
things incompatible. The one fuppofes the pte- 
fcnce, the other the abfence of a ftate of civil fo- 
cicty. The very foundation of the French com- 
monwealth ia ^fe and felf-deftrudHve ; nor can its 
principles be adopted in any country, without the 
certainty of bringing it t6 the very lame condi- 
tion in which France is found. Attempts are 
made to introduce them into every nation in 
Europe. This nation, as poffeffing the greatef^ 
influence, they wifli moft to corrupt, as by that 
means they are affured the contagion muft become 
generaL I hope, therefore, I fliall be excufed, if 
i endeavour to fliew, as &ortly as the matter will 
admit, the danger of giving to them, either avow- 
edly or tacitly, the finalleft countenance. 

There are times and drcumftances, in which 
not to fpeak' out is at leaft to connive. Many 
thinlc it enough for them, that the principles pro- ■ 
pagated by thefc clubs and focieties, enemies to 
their country and its conftttution, are not owned 
by the modern ivhigs in parliament, who arc fo warm 
in condemnation of Mr. Burke and his book, and 
of courfe of all the principles of the antient con- 
ftitutional whigs of this kingdom. Certainly they 
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are not owned. But are they ccmdeninod with 
the fame zeal as Mr. Burke and his book are con- 
demned i Are they condemned at all ? Are they 
rqeAed or difcountenanced in any way whatfo- 
ever i Is any man who would ^rly examine into 
the demeanour and princtfdes of thofe fodetiea, 
and that too very moderately, and in the way 
rather o£ admonition than of punilhment, is fuch 
a man even decently treated ? Is he not r^niadi- 
ed, as if, in condemning fuch principles^ he . had 
belied the condu<Et of his whok life, fuggefting 
that his life had been governed by principles fimilar 
to thofe which he now reprobates ? The French 
fyfiem is in the mean time, by many aftiye agents 
out of doors, rapturoufly praifed ; the Britifh con- 
fiitudon is coldly tolerated. But thele conftitu- 
tibns are difibrent, both in the foundation and in 
the whde fiiperftnidure ; and it is plain, that you 
cannot build up the one but on the ruins of the 
other. After all, if the French be a fuperior fyf- 
■ tem of liberty, why Ihould we not adopt it ? To 
what end arc our pr^fes ? Is excellence held out 
to us only that we fhould not copy after it ? And 
what is there in the maimers of the people, or in 
the climate of France, which renders that fpedes 
of republick fitted for them, and unfuitable to 
us ? A ftrong and marked difference between the 
two nations ought to be Ihe^vn, before we can ad- 
mit a confiant affeded panegyrick, a ftanding 
annual 
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Bvt the leaders 'c^ peaty -w^ Act go tl^kvgth' 
oftiiedo£iTuics tavghtj>y the feditious «I1tbs. I 
am fure they do notxnean todofo, GftgiiSotHd^l 
Ferbaps even thofe who are directly vuryiai; on 
the work of this pernicious forei^ fa£fcion,<Ib not 
aO of them intend to produce all tJK.hdfchiefe: 
whidi .onift inevitably follow £rom their hsring' 
any fucce& in their proceedings. As to leaders in 
parties, nothing is more comzBon than to &b them. 
Uindly led. The world is governed by go-between^- 
Thftfr go-betweens influence the perfons with whom 
they carry on the intercoucie, by fiating thdr own 
fenfe to each of them as the fenie of the odier; 
and thus they reciprocally mafier both fides. It is 
firft buzzed about the ears of leaders* " that their 
*' friends without doors are very eager &ir Jbme 
" meafure, or very warm about fame (pinion— 
" that you muft not be too rigid with them. They 
'' are ulehil perfons, and lealous in the cau&. They 
" may be a little wrong; biit the fyixit of Hberty 
*^ muft not be damped; and by the influence you 
** obtain from fome degrs of concurrence with 
** them at prejeut, you may be enabled to let them 
** right hereafter.". 

Thus the leaders are at firft drawn to a conni. 
vance with fendments and [Nroceedings, ohca to- 
tally (K&rent from their ferious and ddiberate no- 
tions. 
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ttD:|s. Blitvriibir aoqiuEibeooe as^vers every puiu 
pa&L ■. ; o ; . 

;. Wirii- HD better thaafuch powers, tie go-be- 
tvacHB afiunK 1. new tBprefentatWe charadeL 
Wiiac ac tieit WAS btit an- aeqiu'cTcence, » magni- 
fitd tmoin duthorityr, and then<» into i defire on 
tlw'pxrt of-^ l£sd£r9j and it 19 carried down u 
fiieh't»«}ie'flitwrdli»te nvembefrir (^parties. By 
t^4ni6ee they in their turn are led into mea* 
fttieS WAiA-irt ferft, perhaps* few of them wifhed at 
afr, tit* at leaft-did not defire- vehemently or {yfiem- 
atically. ' 

Tfero. is in aU- tJartfcs, between the prindpal 
R^ers-in parHatnent,and tKeloweftfoHbwers otir 
oPtfcbre, a middie fort of men^ a fort of eqaef- 
trlan order, who, by the fpirit of that middle fitua- 
lion, -arcitKe- fitteft for prevanting things from 
nmning't* escefe. But Sndedfion, though a vice 
of a totally dHferent dlarafteriis'thc natural accom- 
pBce of vloKnce. The-ttrefolotion and timitfity of 
tlrole ^hb cdrttpofe this ■mid<Me oi^er, often prc- 
vents-tHe^cffeft of their contrcffingftuation. The 
feir of'tfiiBenng with the autiiority of leaders on 
tfke-ifflie-hahdiand'of contradifting the defires of 
the nmhitude on rfie other, induces them to give 
a-caieleis and paffive affent to meafiires in which 
they never were confulted : and thus things pro- 
ceid,Bya fort of activity of iitertnefs, until whole 
bodiesi-leaders, middle men, and follower, are all 
■■-■' hurried. 
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hurriedv with every ^pearaince, zad ^vntit many of 
the effe^s, of unanimity, into fchemes of politicks^ 
in the fubflance of which no two of them were 
wer fully agreed, and ^e ori^ and authors of 
'inich^ in this circular mode of communication, 
none of them find it poffible to trace. In my ex- 
perience I have feen much of this in a^rs, which, 
though trifling in'comparifon to the prefent, were 
yet of ^me importance to pardes ; and I have 
known them fufier by it. The fober part give 
thdr fanftion, at firft thrai^h inattention and le- 
vity; at laft they give it through neceifi^. A 
violent fpiritiis-r^Ied, which theprefidii^ minds, 
after a time, find it impracticable to fiop at their 
[^eafure^ to controul, to regulate, or even to dU 
rea. 

This fhews, inmy opinion, how very qyick and 
awakened all- men ought to be, who are looked up 
to by the publick, and who deferve that confi- 
dence, -to- prevent, a iurprife on their ojnnions, 
when dogmas are fpread, and projects purfued, by 
which the foundations of focicty may be affeded. 
Before they lillen even to moderate alterations in 
the government of thdr country, they ought to 
take care that principles are not propagated for 
that purpofe, which are too big for their object. 
DoArines limited in their prefent appUcatlon, and 
wide in their general principles, are never meant 
to be confined to what they at firft pretend. If I 

were 



byGoogk' 



TO THE OLD WHIGS. SJJ 

were to form a prognoftick of the effeft of the pre- 
fent machinations on the peopk, from their feoie 
of any grievancethey fuffer vnder this conftitu- 
tion, my mind would be at eafe. But there is> 
wide difierence between the multitude, when th^ 
zct againft thar government, from a fenfe of griev- 
ance, or from, zeal for feme opinions. When mea 
are thoroughly poflefled with that zeal, it is diffi- 
cultto calculate its force. It is certain, that ' its- 
power is by no means in exa& proportion to itr 
Teafon4Uaie&. . It muft always have been di£co- 
verable tjy perfons of refledioa, but it is now ob- 
vious to the world, that a tlieory concerning, go- 
vernment may become as much a caufe of fanati- 
cifm as a-degma in rdigion. There is a boundary; 
to men's paffions when they aft f ron> feeling ; none- 
when they are under the influence of ima^nation. 
Remove a grievance, and, when men ad from 
feeling, you go a ^eat way towards quieting a 
commotion. But the good or ,bad condud of a 
government, the protedion men have enjoyed, or- 
the oppreffion they have fuffered under it, are of 
no fort of qioment, when a faction proceeding. 
u{K>n fpecuktive grounds, is thoroug^y heated 
a^pft, its form. "When a man is, from fyffem, 
fiirijous againft monarchy or epifcopacy, the good, 
conduft of the jnonarch or the bifhop has no other, 
effefl; than further to irritate the adverlary. He is 
provoked at It as fiirnilhin^ a plea for preferving 

the 
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dW' thing wkieb ^ wH^ to defitdy. His lAiftd 
wStt b3 'iteited ad nvsc^ tt/ (lie Qght of a Tcej^re, a- 
irtace, t# a "•ergfe, as if he had been daD'^ bruifir 
dd an(i woiiiided by thefe fymbols^ of autbority. 
Mere {pe&ack»y mere names, will become &&• 
deiit caufe» td iUmfi^ate t!he pe<^k to war aitd 
ttmult. 

SrniK gottlemen are not terrified tf tbe^fldHty 
irfth'wfiicli govermnent has been overttii'iled ifr' 
Kaftce. The people of France, they fey, had nb- 
rtftigto lofe rh the Jeftruftion of a bad coitfUta^ 
tK«i J bat thoiigh not the 6efV poffiMt, *e hawe 
flffi a. goo4 Aake in oui^, \rhlch' will Milder us ftHAti 
db'^Jcratc rifques. Is this any fecuiity at 2fi agstiiiff 
Aofe who feetn to perfiiadc themfrfves, and *hO' 
&Botir to perfiiade others, that oat confijttition is 
aHaferpation in ha origin, unwifein it!i coirtrivi 
ante, ihifelHeTOus in its efefts, contrary to the 
rights of man, and m all its parts a perfect nut' 
fenfce ? What motive has any rational man, who 
prinks in that manner, to %ill his Mood, or even 
tiy rifque a fhilKng of his fortune, or to wafte a njo- 
ment of his leifure, to prefcrre it ? ff h& has any 
duty refativr to it, his duty is to deftroy it. A' 
oinfthution on fufferance is a conftitution coa- 
derbtted. Sentence is already paffed upon it. The 
eiecutton is only delayed. On the prindples of 
tiiefcgendemen it neither has, nor ought to harve, 
any (Scurity; So far as regards them, it is left 
naked. 
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flatxd^ without fiieiids, partizans, alTertors, oj: 
prdteftors. 

■ Let us examine into the value of this fecurity 
upon the principles of thofe who are more fober j 
of thofe who think, indeed, the French conftitu- 
tion better, or at Icaft as good, as the Britilh, with- 
out going to all the lengths of the warmer poli- 
ticians in rejs'obating their own. Their fecurity- 
amounts in reality to nothing more than this ;— 
that the difference between their republican fyftem 
arid the BritiOi limited monarchy is not worth a 
dvil war. This opinion, I admit, will prevent 
people not very enterprifing in their nature, from' 
an aAive undertaking againft the Brit i(h conftitu- 
tion. But it is the poureft defenfive principle that 
eveir was infufed into the mind of man againft the ' 
attempts of thofe who will enterprife. It will tend- 
tbtally to remove from their minds that very terror 
of a civil war which is hdd out as our fole fecu-^ 
rity. They who think fo well of the French con* 
IHtution, certainly will not be the perfons 'to carry 
oh a war to prevent their obtaining a great benefit, 
or at wdrft a Hir exchange. They will not go to bat- 
tle in ftVour of a caufe in which their defeat might 
hi more advantageous to the publtcfc than their' 
Vift6ry. They muft at leaft tacitly abet thofe who 
endeavour to 'make converts to a found opinion ;, 
tftcy muft drfcountenance thofe who would oppofc- 
it^ ^i-bpagation. Irt proportion as by thcfc meana- 
•Vbz. \l. R the 
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the entoprifing party is firftigthened, the dread of 
a ftru^le is leflened. See what an encouragement 
t-his is to the enemies of the conftitution [ A few 
airaffinations, and a very great deftrudion of pro- 
perty, we know they confider aa no real obftades 
in the way of a grand political change. And they 
will hope, that here, if antimonarchical opinions 
gain ground, as they have done in France, they 
may, aa in France, accomplifh a revolution without 
a war. 

They who think fo well of the French c<»iftitu- 
tion cannot be ferimifly alarmed by any progreis 
, made by its partizans. ProviHons for fecurity are 
not to be received from thofe who think that there 
is no danger. No 1 there is no plan of fecurity to 
be liftened to but from thofe who entertun the 
£une fears with ourfelves ; from thofe who think, 
that the thing to be fecured is a great bleHing ; and 
the thing againfi which we would fecure it x great 
mifchief. Every perfon of a different ofunion muft 
be carelefs about fecurity. 

I believe the author of the Refle£Hons, whether 
he fears the defigns of that fet of people with rea- 
fon or not, cannot prevail on himfelf to defpife 
them. He cannot defpife them for their numbers, 
which, though fmall, compared with the found 
part of the community, are not inconfiderable : he 
cannot look with contempt on their influence, 
their activity, or the kind of talents and tnnpers 
whiclL 
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which they poflels, exa^y calculated for the work 
they hare in hand, and the minds they chiefly ap- 
ply to. Do we not fee their moft confiderable and 
accredited minifters, and feveral of their party of 
weight and importance, adive in fpreading mi£> 
chierous opinions, in ^ving landion to leditious 
writings, in promoting fedittous anniversaries? 
and what part, of that defcription has difowned 
them or their proceedings ? When men, circum- 
flanced zs thefe are, publickly declare fuch admi- 
ration of a fbrdgn conftitution, and fuch con- 
tempt of our own, it would be, in the author of 
the Refle^qns, thinking as he does of the French 
. confHtution, in£imouily to cheat the reft of the na- 
don to their ruin, to fay there is no danger. 

In eftimating danger, we are obliged to take 
into our calculation the cbarader and difpolition 
of the enemy into whofe hands we may chance to 
fall. The genius of this faftion is eafily difcemed 
by obferving with what a very different eye they 
have viewed the late fordgn revolutions. Two have 
pafled before them. That .of France and that of 
Poland. The ftate of Poland was fuch, that there 
could fcarcely exift two opinions, but that a re- 
formation of its conftitntion, even at fomc expence 
of blood, might be feen without much disapproba- 
tion. No confufion could be feared in fuch an 
enterprife; becaufe the eftablifliment to be reform- 
ed was it&lf a ftate of confuHon. A king without 
R 2 authority; 
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ttuVhoilty ; *(yM(is trfthbnt: ■tiifiAr. ot ^tdrditoatkjh '; 
a 'f)eopIe ■ft'fAdirt art*, ^hdriflfry, 'crtniii^rce, dr ir- 
tefty; rib 6T'ddr'Ci*iAlfr,'no'^^fehcfe'wifrhort:^ W> 
efibdiVe pdbfidk frjrce, "btit s ^ireigii (brce, wHeh 
■(JHtferca U naked xadti&y at trfB, Stid^Hptifed df 
VVeiYtttiri^ ^ lileaftfre. Here'^iTfeii'Mfe rfthitigs 
Vhidi 'fefemeft to itiVite, and'irri^t.p^^;Jtefl.ifSr 
told' ent^t^rfzfe and H^rate *cpyrimfcri t. Bitt ifa 
"what maHner Was' tliis ■chaios'WdtigKt'ifltb'oracr? 
^he hlewft-Wtrc Is ftrikirtgto the ima^natioti.-ais 
"fitiifaaory tb thtttafdn.and'fooftihg totBe'tno 
Talfcftrimerrts. ^'<:6ntemiflatiirg ffiat diari^ !rtr- 
tnanrtyJras ev^tHiigto tfejfflce and to ^!bfy lit; 
"ndtliing tofc aftamcdW, noihlhgto'fdt^. So 
far as- it hds gone, it prAbfefliiy is xtit "111611: piif e :tri& 
xirfccatEd puldick good'w^titSi Wer TiasHeeh cton- 
fei'red on Tnankind. Wc HaVcfeen ariardiy'^d 
Tervittide at chice removed ; -atbrone fttengflitfned 
ibr the protcifttOh 6f the peojde, wiflnnlt "trench- 
ing on ihKr fiberties; all fbfeign cabal "baniflied, 
ty chan^n'g tihe croWh ftorti deftive to Iteredi- 
tary ; sfnd what Was a. tnafter t)f plcaffeg WpndeF, 
HveHave feen a rcighmg Idilg, from an Heroiek l*vfc 
"ro his country, esminghimfelf with aiil die tdU, 
the desta*ity, the ttianageftient, flic Intri^e, In 
'favour of a farnily 6f ftrari^ers. With wMch Mnbi- 
tioiismen labour for the a^andlfelrridnt of'their 
Own. Ten 'millions of then in a way 'of bring 
-freed graduailly, itidthetfefare aftly'toibeitlfelv^ 

and 
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^ tjvf ft;rt«» W>t fr»;«> civil oif poHtiHl chi»Ui!y 
which, bad as they arc, only fetter the twn^, \}ff. 
from fubftantial perfonal bondage. Inhabitants of 
cide^ t^fwe without privileges, pl^pp4 'A tbe s^n- 
fideratio)i \yhi(I^ belp^ss tp th4^ i^fi^ov^d afid 
conne^Kng fituation of fodal life. One of the moft 
§fQud, ^^9^pifs, and fi^ce (lodies-of noblKt^ ^4' 

ic th« fpr^iflft 1^1^ of iVee ^4 genefo^f cid^en^ 
^Qt ene mw iHcurrod lo% pr fiiff^ed dagri^d^ 
ttpjQ. All, from the Iging to the (l^y-lfiboi^r«r, i^e 
improved in their condition. Every thing 'ara^ 
kept in its pJapf 9,nd ord^r; t^it ia t^^ plape ^d 
«r4er ^ve ry thing ^ir« bet^eretl. To add to fhi^ 
foppy voader (this unfef^rd-pf cp^jH^aioo of viC. 
dpi» and fortune) nqt ene dr^p flf t^PPd w^ fpilj: 
94 ; HP treachtryj b6 outrage j pe fyftepri pf flajx, 
^ laipre cvu«l tfii^Ei the fwgrd ; np ^died tf^uJU^ 
0Q felig^on, mpiala, pr mantiepii ijpft)^; ijocpRt 
fifc^tioBi ftQ citizen b^aredj i^me inipFifpPf4l 
n9[i4 e^\ed : th? whole >v4s effe<i^e4 ^h ^ pc)licyi 
ft diferetiop, aq unwimity ^ feprepy, ijip^ »f 
U9VS nsv« bwn Wfope Is^qwb qn any oo:appa i 
|>ut fych ^rpndterf^l. cpndu<ft wa^ feff rvf d for tt}|^ 
gJpripB? Gonfpjracy ia fevp^r of tJje true ai^d ger 
Bximp rights and ipterefts of men. I^ppy peop(e^ 
if t^^y knovi^ to prof£^ a& they have b<^n' 
fifewy Pfinee, >vortJjy tp bpgifi itfjtjf fplen^or, of 
R3 to 
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to clofe with ^ory, a race of patriots and of kingki 
and to leave 

A name, which ei/ry wind to heav'n would heart 
Which ftten tofpeak^ and angels joy to bear. 

To finifh all—this great good, as in the inllant it 
is, contains in it the feeds of aO further improve- 
ment ; and may be confidered as in a regular pro- 
gress, b^aufe founded on finiilar principles, to- 
wards the liable excellence of a Britifh conltitu- 
tion. 

Here was a matter for congratulation and for 
fefUve remembrance through ages. Here moralifts 
and divines might indeed relax in their temperance 
to exhilarate their humanity. But mark the cha- 
racter of our faiEHon. All their enthufiafili is kept 
for the French revolution. They cannot pretend 
that France had flood fo much in need of a change 
as Poland. They cannot pretend that Poland has 
pot obtuned a better fyftem of liberty or of go- 
vernment than it enjoyed before. They cannot 
a^rt, that the Polish revoluti<^ coft more dearly 
than that of France to the'interefts and feelings of 
multitudes of men. But the cold and fubordi- 
nate light in which they look upon the one, and 
the p^uns they take to preach up the other of thefe 
revolutions, leave us no choice in fixing on thdr 
motives. 
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raottTCS. Both revolutions profds liberty as their 
4>b)e£l} but in obtuning this obje£i the one pro- 
ceeds from wiarchy to order ; the other from or- 
der to anarchy. The firft fecures its liberty by efta- 
bliihing its throne j the other builds its freedom 
on the fubverfion of its monarchy. In the one 
their means are unftained by crimes, and thar 
fettlement iavours morality. In the other, vice 
■and confiifion are in the very eflence of their pur- 
fuit, and of their enjoyment. The circumftances 
in which thefe two events differ, muft caufe the 
difference we make in their comparative eftima- 
tion. Thefe turn the fcale with the focieties in fa- 
vour of France, ferrum eft quod amant. The frauds, 
the violencss, the facrileges, the havock and ruin 
of families, the difperlion and exile of the pride 
and flower of a great country, the diforder, the 
Confufion, the anarchy, the violation of property, 
the cruel murders, the inhuman confifcations, and 
in the end the infolent domination of bloody, fe- 
rocious, and fenfelefs clubs. — ^I'hefe are the things 
which they love and admire- What men admire 
and love, they would furely act. Let us fee what 
is done in France ; and then let us undervalue any 
the flighteft danger of falling into the hands of 
fuch a mercileils and javage faction ! 

* But the leaders of the faftious fodeties are too 

* wild to fucceed in this thdr undertaking.' I hope 

R4 fo. 
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fo. But fui^xjfing tl)em wild and abfurd, is tluntc 
no danger but from wife and refie£Uog mepf Pmv . 
haps the grezteft mifchiefi that hav* luppaned in 
the world, have happened from perfons as wild as 
tho£e we think the wildeft. In truth, they are 
the fitteft beginners of all great changes. Why 
encourage men in a mifchievous proceeding, be- 
caufe their ab'furdity may dilappmnt thur malice? 
' But noticing them may give them coniequence.' 
Certainly. But they are noticed ;, and they we 
noticed, not with reproof, but with that kind c^ 
countenance which is given by an apfarent concur- 
rence (not a real one, I am convinced) of a great 
party, in the praifes of the objeft which they 4idd 
out to imitation. 

But I hear a language ftill more OEtraordinary, 
apd indeed of fuch a nature as muft fu[^pc^, OT 
leave, us at their mercy. It is this — * You know 
. * their promptitude in writing, and their diligence 
' in caballing \ to write, fpeak, or a6): ag^nft them^ 
* will 'only ftimulate them to new efforts.'— This 
way of confidering the principle of their condud 
pays but a poor compliment to thefe gentlemen, 
^hey pretend that thdr dodrines are infinitely be- 
neficial to n ankind ; but it feemB they would 
keep them to themfelves, if they were not greatly 
provoked. They are benevolent from fpite. Thei# 
wades are like thofe of Proteus (whom feme people 
think 
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tiunk Ae^ TdEombk in maay pardcuhrs) who ne«^ 
yer would g^ve his refpon£cs unlets yoti u&d htoa 
as ill as poflible. Thefe catis, it ieems» would not 
give out thar eledxical light nidiout having thor 
backs well rubbed. But this is not to do them 
perfeft juftice. TTiejr arc fuffidently coBtqimu- 
cative. Had they been quiet, the iwopricty oi any 
agitation of topicks on the origin and primary 
rights of govemmentt in oppofition to their f ri- 
vate fentimonta, might poSbly be doubted. .But* 
as it is notorious, that they were proceeding as 
faft, and as far, as time and circumHances would 
admit, both in thdr difcuQion» md cabate — as it 
is not to be denied^ that they had opened a c^- 
refpandcnce with a foreign fadtioo, the mt^ wick* 
fd the worid ever f%w, »nd efkabUihed aaniverf^ 
ries to commemorate the mofi monftrousicrud, 
and perfidious of all the praceedlngs of that fzc^ 
tion— the quelHon is, whether their conduct wu 
to be regarded in filence, le& our interference 
ijiould render' them ontrageous ? Then let them 
deal as they {^cafe with the coniHtutibn. Let the 
lady be pal&ve, left the ravilher fliould be driven 
to force. Refiftance will only increafe bis defures. 
Yes, truly, if the refiftance be feigned and feeUe. 
But they who are wedded to the conftitution will 
not aft the part of wittols. They will drive fuch 
f^dueers from the houfe on the firft appearance of 
their W(-letters apd offered affignations. But if 

tha 
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die author of the Reflections, though a vigilant, 
vas not a difcreet guardian of the confiitution, let 
them who have the Jame r^ard to it, fliew them- 
ielves as vi^lant and more fldlfiilin repelling the 
attacks of ieduiftion or violence. Thdr freedom 
from jealoufy is ^mvocal, and may arife as well 
from indifference to the object, as from confidence 
in he^ virtue. 

On their principle, it is the refifiance, and not 
the aflault, which produces the danger. I admit, 
indeed, that if we eltimated the danger by the va- 
lue of the writings, it would be little worthy of 
our attention : contemptible thefe writings are in 
every fenfe. But they are not the caufe, they are 
the difgufting fymptoms, of a frightful (temper. 
They are not otherwife of confequcncc than as they 
fhew the evil habit of the bodies from whence thejr 
come. In that light the meaneft of them is a &- 
rious thing. If however I fhould under-rate them ; 
and if the truth is, that they are not the refult, 
but the caufe of the diforders I fpeak of, furely 
thofe who circulate operative poifbns, and give, to 
whatever force they have by their nature, the fur- . 
ther" operation of their authority and adoptbn, 
are to be cenfured, watched, and, if poiSUe, re-t 
prefled. 
> At what diftance the direA danger from fuch 
&dions may be, it is not eafy to fix. An adap* 
tation of. circumRances to deiigns and prindplei 
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is nvxSarj. But thefe cannot be wanting for any 
long time in the ordinary courfe of fublunary 
a^rs. Great (Ufcontents frequently arife in the 
beft-c(»iftituted governments, from caufes which 
no human wifdom can forefee, and no human 
power can prevent. They occur at uncertain pe- 
riods, but at periods which are not commonly fiir 
ifunder. Governments of all kinds are adminit 
tered only by men ; and great miftakes, tending 
to inflame thefe difcontents, may concur. The 
indedfion of tho& who happen to rule at the cri- 
tical time, their fupine ne^eft, or thdr precipitate 
and ill-judged attention, may a^ravate the publick 
misfortunes. In fuch a ftate of things, the prin- 
ctplesi now only fown, will fhoot out and vege- 
tate in full luxuriance. In fuch circumfbinces the 
minds of the people become fore and ulcerated. 
Ihey. are put out of humour with all publick 
' men, and all publick parties ; they are fatigued 
with their di£enfions ; they are irritated at their 
coalitions ; they are made eafdy to believe, (what 
much pains are taken to make them believe) that 
all oppofitions are fadious, and all courtiers bafe > 
and fervile. From their di^ft at men, they are 
foon led to quarrel with thdr frame of govern- 
ment, which they prefume gives nouriihment to 
the vices, real or fuppofed, of thofe who adminif- 
ter in it. Miftaking malignity for fagacity, they 
are foon led to caft off all hope &om a good ad- 
miniAration 
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fUfiiftiation (tf al^tfrs* aa^ come tothuik tHot-^ 
feforaiatioii depend, not on a cltange of '^^or^, ' 
twt upon iMi ak«ratIon in the machioery. Ties 
win be fdt the full e^& of encQuragmg do^fligf 
w^h tfnd to in»ke the citizens defpjfe t^ir cqiw ' 
ftttutjon* Then will be feh t]>e pknUwk of tl^ , 
fojfchief oi teaching ^h# peopki to believe, that 4Q 
antient inftitutions are the refults of ignoiriL^ce j 
and that all prescriptive government ie in its fi^F 
turc itfurpation. Then wiU be fdt, in, aii it* 
fioergy, the dagger of encoura^ng a fpirit p$ %tp 
gation in pf rfons of that immature and iiaperfe^ 
ftate f^ knowledge which ierv«s to render. thdV? 
iuf(«ptiUe of doubts but incapable qf thaii; f[4u- 
tion. Then will be felt, in all its a^r^vafiqn, t]^ 
pernidoufl confequence of deftroying ajl dfl4)»ty 
in the minds of thofe who are not formed for 
fijMUog their own way in the labyrinths Qf p^- 
cal theory, and are nude to rejed ihe due, m^ t« 
diCilain the guide. Then v^ be fdt, and toohtfi 
will be acknowledged, the ruin which follows d* 
disjoining of rel^oa from the ftat« i the Uipifir 
ttoa of morality from paiicy ; ^d tjw giviiag (cm* 
Icience no concern and no ooai^ve or cmrav9 
force in the mofl; material of ^ tbfi ibdal tics, the 
prindple of our dUigatioas to government. 

I know too, that bpfides this yain, ceatradk* 

tory, and felf-defint4ive fecurity, whic^ ibnw 

men derive from the habitual attadimflnt «f the 

people 
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j^bople iti this constitution, wfiilft they -fiifier it 
■H^h a fyri of fportive acqujefceace to be bmu^t 
ititt -contempt ^for6 their laces, they have other 
groHh^ for remoring idl apprcfcen^on from tfadr 
iwhrds. Tkty arc of opinion, that there are toO 
ifi^hy -men ■©? 'great hereiStftry -eftates and infl«' 
tnce ^ theldngdom, to feffer the -eftabtiflmient 
bf the levielHng fyfiera -which h® tafcen place ia 
fValitb. Wts is Ttry true, if to order to guid* 
(he -povreXy which now attends their property, 
Aefe tnen pttffefs the wifdom whiA is inv(4ved in 
esrilyfcar. But if thrmigh a ftpine fecwity, to 
*rhidh fechHfbmmcs are petTfliarly'HaWe,iheyt»e- 
gleftArf-ufe oF'iheirinfliience in trhe feftfbn of 
rfieir "ptjWer, 'on the "firil derangement of fociety, 
^e nerves of their 'ftrengt'h wiB be 'cut. Their 
eteteS, inftead of being the means of thar fis 
cmity, wfll *bec6nlc the Tcry caufes of thdr dam- 
ger. Iriftead of beftowmg infiBcnce-they wiH ex- 
cite rapacity. They "wni be tooTced -to as a fffey. 
^ Suchwifl bethe impotent condition of thofii 
men of great hereditary eftates, who indeed dlf- 
Hke the Beligng that are carried on, but whofe ' 
diflike is'rathcr that-df fpetSators, than'of partiiM 
thitt may be concerned in the cataftrephe of the 
piece. But riches do not in aU cafes fecurc even 
an inert and paflivc refiftance. There are always; 
in (hat defcription, men whofe fortunes, when 
thoirwvinds are once vitiated by paflionorby eril 
' ■ principle. 
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priDcipIe, are by no means a fecurity from their 
anally taking their part againfl the pul^ck tran- 
quillity. We fee to what low and de^caUe pa£- 
fions of all kinds many men in that clais are ready 
to iacrifice the patrimonial eftates, which might 
be perpetuated in their ^milies with fplendor, 
and with the fame of hereditary bene&ftors ta 
mankind from generation to generation. Do we 
not fee how lightly people treat thdr fortunes 
when under the influence of the pafllon of gam- 
ing i The game of ambition or rc&ntment will be 
played by many of the rich and great, as defpe- 
rately, and with as much blindnefi to the coole- 
quences, as any other game. Was he a nan of 
no rank or fortune, who firll fet on foot the dif- 
turbonces which have ruined France ? Pailioa 
blinded him to the confequences, fo far as they 
concerned himfelf ; and as to the con&quences 
with regard to others, they were no part of his 
coniideration ; nor ever will be with thoie who 
bear any refemblance to that virtuous patriot and 
lover of the rights of man. 

There is alfo a time of infecurity,' when interefla 
of all forts become obje^ of fpeoibtion. Then 
it is, that their very attachment to wealth ami 
importance will induce feveral perfons of opulence 
to lift thfmfeives, and even to take a lead with 
the party which they think moft likely to prevail, 
in order to obtain to themfelves confidcratioa ii^ 
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fome new order or difordcr of things. They may 
be led to aA in this manner, that they may &• 
cure fome portion of thdr own property j and 
perhaps to become partakers of the fpoil of thdr 
own order. Thofe who fpeculate on change, al- ' 
ways make a great number among people of rank 
and fortune, as well as amongft the low and the 
indigent. 

. What fecurity agsunft all this ? — AH human fe- 
curities are liable to uncertMnty. But if any thing 
bids &ir for the prevention of fo great a comity, 
it' muft confift in the ufe of the ordinary means 
of jufi influence in fodety, whilft thofe means con- 
tinue unimpdred. The publick judgment ought 
to receive a proper direction. All weighty men 
may have their Jhare in fo good a- work. As 
yet, notwithflanding the ftrutting and lying inde- 
pendence of a braggart philofophy, nature main- 
tains her rights, and great names have great pre- 
valence. Two fuch men as Mr. Ktt and Mr. Fox, 
adding to their authority in a point in which they 
concur, even by their difunion in every thing eWe, 
might frowTi thde wicked opinions out of the 
Ij^ngdom. But if the influence of either of them^ 
^r the influence of men like them, fliouid, againft 
|heir, ferious intentions, be otherwife perverted,' 
t^ey may countenance opinions which (as I have 
^d before, and could wifh over and over again 
to prefe) they may in vain attempt to controul. 

In 
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In their theory, thefe defines admit flO lirtiit, nft 
purification whatfoevef. No man tan fcy h6* 
far he, will go, who joins with thof'i who zrt 
ivcwedJy going to the utmoft extremities. What 
&curity is there f(»' ftopptng {hoit at all in thefi! 
wUd conceits f Why, ndtber more nor Mi than 
this— that the moral fentinients of fome few 
amongft them do put fome check on thdf h.'fagt 
tbeoricSk But let us take care. Th^ moral fenti- 
ments, fo nearly conneftcd with early pn^uttit^ A 
to be aknoil one and the &me thing, v^ dlTuredlf 
Bf>t live long vuider a di&ipHne, whidi has for in 
ba£s the deftni£tion of all picjudicM, and th« 
nfahdBg the mind proof agunft all dread -<tf con^ 
iectuences Sowing from the praendtd tt^ltha ^t 
aJe taught by their philofbphy. 

In this fchool the moral fentimentg mtM grcnir 
weakerand weJcer every day. The moPe cautiOttil 
ttf thefe teachers, in laying down their maa^ttu^ 
draw as much of the conciuftoa as fuhs,-not wltfi 
thdr premifes; but with their poHcy. Hiey traft 
the reft to the fegadty of thrir pupils. Othen^ 
add thefe are the moft vaunted for thdc fptrit, rMI 
oely lay down the iame premiles, but txdtUydMW 
th« conchifions to the deftruction of our whdir 
cbHfiitudon in church and ftate. But are dtCfii 
oonduGons truly drawn ? Yes, moft- certaitlly^ 
Their principles are wild and wicked* But let jttft 
tioe be ch>nx even to phiXHzy and viQamyv Thefii 
teacbers 
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teachers arc perfeftly fyftematick. No man who 
afliimes their grounds can tolerate the Britiih con- 
ftitution in church or ftatc. Thefe teachers pro- 
fefk to fcorn all mediocrity ; to engage for perfec- 
tion; to proceed by the fimpleft and fliorteft courfc. 
They build their poUticks, not on convenience but 
on truth i and they profets to conduft men to cer- 
twn happinels by the affertion of their undoubted 
rights. With them there is no compromlfe. All 
other governments are ufurpations, which juftily 
and even demand refiilance. 

Their principles always go to the extreme. They 
who go with the principles of the antient whigs, 
which are thofe contained ip Mr. Burke's book, 
never can go too fer. They may indeed flop fliort 
of Ibme hazardous and ambiguous excellence, which 
they will be taught to poApone to any reafonable 
degree of good they may actually poffds. The 
opinions maintained in that book never can lead 
to an extreme, becaufe their foundation is l^d in 
un oppolltion to extremes. The foundation of gOr 
vemment is t^ere Idd, not in imaginary rights of 
men, (which at belt is a confufion of judicial with 
dvil principles) but in political convenience, and 
in human nature ; either as that nature is univerr 
ial, or as it is modified by local- habits and fodal 
aptitudes. The foundation of government (thofe 
who have read that book will recollecl) is l:ud in 
a provifion for our n-ants, and in a conformity to 
. Vol. vi. S our 
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Our duties ; it is to purvey for the one ; it is to 
enforce the other. Thefe doarines do of them- 
felves gravitate to a middle point, or to fome point 
near a middle. They fuppofe indeed a certMn por- 
tion bf liberty to be effential to all good govern- 
tnent ; but they infer that this liberty is to be blend- 
ed jflto the government ; to harmonize with its 
forms and its rules ; and to be made fubordinate 
lo its end. ITiofe who are not with that book arc 
with its oppbfite. For there is no medium bcfides 
the medium Itfelf. That incctium is not fach, be> 
caufe it is found there; but it is found there, be* 
eaiife it is conformable to truth and nature, in this 
W* do not foUow thft author ; but we and the au- 
thor travel together upon the lame lafe and middle 
path. 

The theory contained in his book is not to iur- 
tillh principles for making a new conftitution, but 
for iBuftratlng the principles of a confiitntion al- 
ready made. It is a theory drawn from the fait 
of our government. They who oppofe it arc bound 
to fliew, that his theory militates with that h€t. 
Dtherwife, thdr quarrel is not with his book, but 
with the conftitution of their country. The i«dioIe 
ftheme of our mixed conftitution is to prevent any 
One of its principles from being carried as fer, as 
taken by itfelf, and theoretically, it would go. Ai- 
\xyff that to be the true policy of the Britilh fyftem, 
then moft of the -ftults vnth which .that fyftem 
■fttods 
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ilands diirged will appear to be, not imperfeftions" 
itito which it has inuivertently fellen, but excel- 
lencies which it has ftudioufly fought. To avoid 
the pei-fectfons of extreme, all its feveral parts are 
fb conftituted, as not alone to anfw^ their own le- 
reral ends, but alfo each to limit and controul the' 
others: infomuch, that take which of the principles 
you pleafe— »you will find its operation checked 
and flopped at a certain point. The whole move^' 
rticnt ftands ftill rather than that any part fliould 
proceed beyond its boundary. From thence it re- 
fillts, that ih the Britifli conftitution, there is a per- 
petual treaty and compromife going on, fometimes 
<^nly, fometimes with lefs obfervation. To hlni 
•who tofttemplates the Britilh conftitution, as to 
him who contemplates the fubordinate material 
world, it will always be a matter of his moft cu- 
rious inveftigation, to difcover the fecret of this 
mutual limitation. 



- Finita fotejiat denique cuique 



Quanamjit ratioae,atque alte terminus barens? 

They who have afted, as in France they hive 
dcme, upon a Icheme wholly different, and who 
aim at the abftrad: and unlimited perfection of 
power in the popular part, can be of no fervice to 
lis in any of our political arrangements. They who 
in their headloi^ career have overpaffed the goal, 
S 2 can 
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can furnifli no example to thofe who aim to go no 
further. The temerity of fuch fpeculators is no 
more an example than the timidity of others. The 
one fort fcoros the right ; the other fears it} both 
mifi it. But thofe who by violence go beyond the 
barrier, are without queftion the moft miichie- 
vous ( becaufe to go beyond it they overturn and 
deftroy it. Xo lay they have fpirit, is to lay no- 
thing in their praife. The untempered fpirit (rf 
madnefs, blindnefs, immorality, and impiety, de- 
fcrves no commendation. He that fets his houfc 
on fire becaufe his fingers are froft-bitten, can ne- 
ver be a fit inftruclor in the method of provid- 
ing our habitations with a chearful and lalutary 
warmth. We want no foreign examples to re- 
kindle in us the flame of liberty. The example of 
our own anceftors is abundantiy fuffident to mun- 
tain the fpirit of freedom in its full vigour, and to 
qualify it in all its exertions. The example of a 
wife, moral, well-natured, and well-tempered fjri- 
rit of freedom, is that alone which can be ufefiil 
to us, or in the leafl; degree reputable or lafe. Our 
fabrick is foconftituted; one part of it bears fo 
much on the other, the parts are fo made for one 
another, and.fjQr nothing elfe, that to introduce 
any foreign matter into it, is to deftroy it. 

What has been find of the Roman empire, is at 
leaft as true, of the Britifli conftitution — ^'* Oibn- 
** genterum annerum fortuna, dtfcipHnaque^ compares 
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** hac eealuit; qua convelli fine cenvellentium exittt 
" mn petefi*' — This Britiffi conftitution has not 
been firuck out at an heat by a fct of prcfumptu- 
OU5 men, like the affembly of pettifoggers run mad 
in Paris. 

** 'Ti'j not the ba/iy produfi of a day, 

** But the welUripen'd fruit of "wife delay** 

It is the refult of the thoughts of many minds, 4n 
many ages. It is no iimple, no fuperficial thing, 
nor to be eftimated by fuperficial underfiandings^ 
An ignorant man, who is not fool enough to 
meddle with his clock, is however fufficiently con- 
fident to think he can fiifely take to pieces, and 
put together at Ms pleafure, a moral machine of 
another guife importance and complexity, com* 
poied of far other wheels, and fprings, and ba* 
lances, and counterafHng and co-operating powers, 
MenUttle think how immorally they aA in ralhly 
meddling with what they do not underftand. Their 
<lelufive good intention is no fort of excufe for 
thdr prefumption. They who truly mean weU 
muft be fearful of afting ill. The Britifli conftitu- 
tion may have its advantages pointed out to wife 
and refleding minds; but it is of too high an or- 
der of excellence to be adapted to thofc which are 
common. It takes in too many views, it makes 
too many combinations, to be fo ntuch as compre- 
S 3 bended 
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hended by fliallow and fuperficial underfiandidgs* 
Profound tHinkers will know it in its reafoa wd 
fpirit. The lefs enquiring will recognize it in their 
feelings and their experience. They wiU thank 
God they have a Aandard, which, in the moft e£: 
fential point of this great concern, will put them 
on a par with the moft wife and knowing^ ■ 

If we do not take to our aid the foregone ftudies 
of men reputed intelligent and learned, we fliall 
be always beginners. But men muft learn fotne- 
where ; and the new teachers mean no more than 
what they eSc&, as far as they fucceed, that is, to 
deprive men of the benefit of the collcAod wifdom 
of mankind, and to make them blind difciples pf 
their own particular prefumption. Talk to thele 
deluded creatures (all the difciples and moft of the 
mafters) who are taught to think themfelves fo, 
newly fitted up and iiirniflied, and you will find 
nothing in their houfes-but the refiife of Knavet 
Acre;, nothing but the rotten fluff, worn out in 
the fervice of delufion and fedition in aH ages, and 
which being newly furbiflied up, patched, and var- 
nished, ferves well enough for thofe who being un-, 
acquainted with the confiidl which has always been 
maintained between the fenfe and the nonfenfe of 
mankind,,know nothing of the former exiftence 
and the antient refutation of the fame follies, ft b 
near two thoufand y^is fince it has been obferved, 
that thefe devices of amtntion, avarice, and tur- 
bulence. 
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bulpqce, were antiquated. They are, indeed, the 
moft anticnt of all common places ; common places, 
fometimes of good and necei^^ry caufes; more fre* 
quently of the woril, but wiiich decide upon nei. 
ther. — Eademfemper caufa^ libido et avaritia^ et mu- ' 
iandarum return amor. — Ceterum Ubertas et fpeciefa 
nomina pretexuntur; nee quifquam aiienamjervitium, 
et dominatitnem Jlbd concupivity ut nen ladem ijia ixh, 
cabula ufurparet. 

Rational and experienced men, tolerably well 
know, and have always known, how to diftinguifh 
(Jetween true and falfe liberty ; and between the 
genuine adherence and the falfe pretence to what 
is true. But none, except thofe who are profoundly 
ftudied, can comprehend the elaborate contrivance 
pf a fabrick fitted to unite private and publick li- 
berty with publick force, with order, with peace, 
with justice, and, above all, with tlie inAitutipfi^ 
formed for bellowing permanence and liability 
through ages, upon this invaluable whole. 

Place, for inftance, before your eyes, fuch a man 
as Montefquieu. Think of a genius not born in 
every country, or every time ; a man gifted b]? 
n^iture with a penetrating aquiline eye; with a 
judgment prepared with the moll extenfive erudi- 
tion ; with an hercolean robuiirtcfs of mind, and 
nerves npt to be broken with labour j a man who 
could fpend twenty years in one purfuit. Think 
pf a man, like the univerfal patriarch in MUton 
S 4 (who 
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(who had drawn up before him in his prophctick 
vifion the whole feries of the generations which 
were to iffue from his loins) a man capable of 
placing in review, after having brought together, 
from the eaft, the weft, the north, and the fouth, 
from the coarfenefe of the mdeft barbarifrn to the 
moft refined and fubde civilization, all the fchemes 
of government' which had ever prevailed amongft 
mankind, weighing, meafiiring, collating, and com^ 
paring them all, joining fefl: with theory, and call- 
ing into council, upon all this infinite aflemblage 
of things, all the fpeculations which have ftitigued 
the underftandings of profound reafoners in all 
times! — Let us then confider, that .all thefe were 
but fo many preparatory fteps to qualify a man^ 
and fuch a man, tinctured with no national preju- 
dice, with no domeftick aficftion, to admire, and 
to hold out to the admiration of mankind thecon- 
ftitution of England ! And ihall we Englilhmen re- 
.voke to fuch a fuit? Shall we, when fo much more 
than he has produced, remains ftil! tobe underftood 
and admired, inftead of keeping ourfelves in the 
fchools of real fcience, choofe for our teachers men: 
incapable of being taught, whofe only claim to 
know is, that they have never doubted; fi["om 
whom we can learn nothing but their own indo- 
dlity; who would teach us to fcorn what in the 
fflence of our hearts we ought to adore ? 

Different from them are all the great criticka. 
' .. They 
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They have taught us one effential rule. I think 
the excellent und philofophick artift, a true judge, 
as well as a perfe£): follower of nature, Sir Jo&ua 
Reynolds, has fomewhere applied it, or fomething 
like it, in his own profeffion. It is this, that if 
ever we fliould find ourfelvcs difpofed not to ad- 
mire thofe writers or artifts, Livy and Virgil for 
inftance, Raphael or Michael Angelo, whom all the 
learned had admired, not to follow our own fan- 
■ctes, but to ftudy them until we know how and 
what we ought to admire ; and if we cannot ar- 
rive at this combination of admiration with know- 
ledge, rather to believe that we are dull, than that 
the reft of the world has been impofed on. It is 
as good a rule, at leall, with regard to this ad- 
mired conftitution. We ought to underftand it 
according to our meafure ; and to venerate where 
we are not able prefendy to comprehend. , 

Such admirers were our fethers, to whom we 
owe this fplendid inheritance. Let us improve it 
with leal, but with fear. Let us follow our an- 
ceftors, men not without a rational, though with- 
out an exclufive confidence in themfelves ; who, 
by refpefting the reafon of oth(;rs, who, by look- 
ing backward as well as forward, by the modefty 
as well as by the energy of their minds, went on, 
infenfibly drawing this conftitution nearer and 
nearer to its perfeftion by ne^ er departing from 
Its fundamental principles, lusr introducing any 
amendment 
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ara^QdmeBt which had not a fvbflfliDg roof ia the 
Jaws, conftitution, and ufages of th« kingdom, l^et 
thofe who have the truft of political or of natural 
authority ever keep watch agaipf): the ddperate 
cnterprisKs of Innovation : Let even their benevo- 
lence be fortified and armed. The^ have b^ore 
their eyes the example of a monar<;h, iiifultedi de- 
graded, coit^ed, depofed ; his ^mily difpeii&d, 
Mattered, imprifoned ; his wife infulted to his lac^ 
Kke the vileft of the fex, by the vileft of all popa* 
lace J him&lf three tines dra^;ed by thefe wretches 
in an iniamous triumph ; liia children torn from 
ium, in violation of the firft right of nature, and 
given into the tuition of the moft defperate and 
impious o£ the lead&cs of defperate and impious 
dubs} his revenues dila[adated and laundered j 
his magiflrates murdered ; his dergy profcribed, 
perfccuted, £imiSied; his nobility degraded in 
their rank, undone in their fortunes, fugitives in 
their perfons ; his armies corrupted and ruined ; 
his whole people i^npoverilbed, difunited, difibivr 
ed; whiUt throug;h the bars o£ his prifon, and 
amidft the bayonet s of his keepers,, he hears the 
tumult of two confiii^ng fa^ons, equally wicked 
and abandoned, wlio agree in principles, in difpo- 
fitions, and in objet^, but who te^ each other to 
pieces about the m^ift efre<Etual means of obtaining 
thdr common end ; the one contending to pre- 
ferve for a whilo his name, and his per&n, the 

more 
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more eafUy to deftroy the royal authoiity-^ths 
pther clamouring to cut off the name, the peribn, 
and the monarchy together, by one facrilegious 
execution. All this accumulation of calamity, the 
greateft that ever fell upon one man, has fallen 
upon his head, becaufe he had left his virtues un< 
guarded by caution ; becaufe he was not taught 
that where power, is concerned, he who will con- 
fer benefits mud take fecurity againft ingratitude. 

I have Hated the calamities which have ^en 
upon a great prince and nation, becaufe they were 
not alarmed at the approach of danger, and be- 
caufe, what commonly happens to men furprifed, 
they loft all refource when they were caught in it. 
When I fpeak of danger, I certainly mean to ad- 
drefe myfelf to thofe who confider the prevalence 
pf the new whig doArines as an evil. 

The whigs of this day have before them, in this 
Appeal, their conftitutional anceftors : They have 
the doftors of the modern fchool. They will choole 
for themfelves. The author of the ReBecKons has 
chofen for himfelf. If a new order is coming on, 
and all the political opinions muft pafs away as 
dreams, which our anceftors have worfliipped as 
revelations, I lay for him, that he would rather be 
the laft (as certainly he is the leaft) of that race of 
men, than the firft and greateft of thofe who have 
coined to themfelveS whig principles from a French 
die, unknown to the imprels of our iathers in the 
conftitution. 

A LETTER 
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LETTER, 

CbarUtz^reety tendon^ Feb, ai, 178a. 

MY LbRB, 

I AM obliged to your lordfliip for youf comltm- 
nication of the heads of Mr. Gardiner's bilL 
Ihad received it, in an earUer ftage of its progrefe, 
from Mr. Braughallj and I am {HU in that gentle- 
man's debt, ^s I have not made him the proper re- 
turn for the favour he has done me. Bulindls, to 
"which t was Inore immediately called, and in which 
my fentimentt had the weight of one vote, occupied 
me every moment fince I received his letter. This 
firft morning, which I can call my own, I give with 
great theerfalnefe to the flibjeft on which your 
Ibrdihip has done me the honour of defiring my 
opinion. I have read the heads of the bill, with 
the amendments. Your lordfhip is tod well ac- 
quainted with men, and with affiurs, to ima^ne 
that any true judgment can be formed on the va- 
lue of a great meafure of policy from the perufal 
of a ^ece of paper. At prefent I am much in the 
dark- wiA regard to the flate of the country, which 
'- ' the 
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the intended law is to be applied to.* It is fiOt 
caly for me to determine whether or no it was 
wife (for the fake of expunging the black letter 
of law9, which, menacing as they were in the lan- 
guage, were every day fading into difuie) fdemnly 
to re-affirm the principles, and to re^nad the pro- 
vifions of a code of ftatutes, by which you are to- 
tally excluded from tmz privileoeb or the com« 
MONWEALTH, firom the higheft to the loweft* from 
the moft material of the dvil profeiEoni, from the 
army, and even £rom education, where alone edu- 
cation is to be had. 

Whether this fcheme of indulgence, grounded 
it once on. contempt and jealoufy, has a .tendency 
gradually to produce fomcthing better and more 
liberal, I cannot tell, for want of having the actual 
map of the country. If this fhould be the cafe, it 
was right in you to accept it, fuch as it is. But if 
this fhould be one of the experiments, which have 
fometimes been mada before the temper of the na* 
tion was ripe for a real reformation, t think it may 
poJHbly have ill efie^, by difpofing the penal mat- 
ter in a more fyfteroatick order, and thereby fix- 
ing a permanent bar agalnft any relief that is truly 
fubfbLntiaL The whole merit or demerit of the 

■ The (ketch of the bill fent to Mr. Burke, along with the 
repeal of fomC afts, rc^affirmed taany others in the penal code. 
It wai aJtered afterwards, and the claufes re^Smiiiig; the inca- 
pacities left out; but tbe^'all ftill (xift, aadan inftillfofce. 

mcafiire 
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tneafUre depends upon the plans and dirpolitions of 
thofe by whom the ad was made, concurring with 
the general temper of the Proteftants of Ireland, 
and their aptitude to admit in time of Tome part 
9f that equality, without which you never can be 
FELLow-ciTlzENS.— Of all-this I am wholly igno- 
rant. AH my correfpondence with men of pubUck 
importance in Irdand has for fome time totally 
ceafed. On the firft bill for the relief of the Ro- 
man Catholicks of Ireland, I was, without any 
call of mine, confulted both on your fide, of the 
water and on this. On the prefent occafion, I have. 
not heard a word from any man in office ; and 
know as litde of the intentions of the Britilh go- 
vernment, as I know of the temper of the Irifli 
parliament. I do not find that any oppofition was 
made by the principal perfons of the minority in 
-the houfe of commons, or that any b apprehend- 
ed from them in the houfe of lords. The whole, 
of the difficulty feemsto lie with the principal men 
in government, under whofe proteftion this bill is 
fuppofed to be brought in. This violent oppofi- 
tion and cordial fuppdrt, coming from one and the 
feme quarter, appears to, me fomething myfteri- 
ous, and hinders me from being able to make any 
clear judgment of the merit of the prefent mea- 
fure, as compared with the a<fhial ftate of the 
country, and the general views of government, 
without which one can fay nothing that may not 
be very erroneous. 

Vol. VI.' T To 
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to look at the bill, in the Atdlraft, It is tl^tbtf 
Aiore nor le& than a renewed iSt of vvivtKsAhf 

CTKMITIGATED, INDISPENSABLE, EXCEf'tlOTlLS.Ui 

DISQUALIFICATION. 

One \Wnild im^ine, that a bill, infii£Hng fuch & 
mnititude of iflcajltdties, had foiltjwed oti the hed* 
of a con^ueft, made by a very Batce aiemyt undef 
the impreffidn of rectfht atiimofity aid refoitmefit. 
Ko man, on reading that bill, could imagine fatr 
«as reading an a&t of aintiefty and indulgence, fc^* 
lowing a recital 6f the good behaviour ctf tht^ 
who are the bbjeiEts of it } which recital fiood at 
die head of the bill, as it was firft introduced : biltj 
I fuj^fe for its incongruity with the body trf the 
piece, was afterwards omitted. — Tias I jay on me* 
ttt6Yf. It howevCT ftifl recites the oath, and tiiat 
6adiolic^ ought to be confidcred as good ahd 
tofsX {u\]je&s to his majefiy, hb crown and go- 
vernment. Theft follows an univer&I exdnfitm 
<Jf thofe GOOD and loyal fubjefts B:om every (even 
the loweft) office of truft and jnrofit ; from any 
' vote at an dedion ; from any privilege in a town 
.corporate ; from bang even a freeman of fuch a 
■«>rporation j from ferving on grand juries i fro» 
a vote at a veftry ; from having a gun in his hovSc ; 
from being a barrifter, attorney, t>r ft^cttor^ &c. 
&c. &c. 

This has fundy much more the air of a table of 
profcription, than an aft of grace. What itiuft ui* 
fuppofe the laws concerning tb<^ ^vd fi&qeAi tt> 

■ _ L, ,z,;i.,C00gIC 



AGAINST IRISH CATHOLICKS. '2y^ 

have been, of which this is a relaxation ? I know 
\vdl that there is a cant language current, about 
the difference between an exdufion from emploj^ 
tnents even to the rnoft rigorous extent, and an 
exdufion from the natural benefits arifing from A 
man's own induftry. I allow, that under fomd 
drcuiftftances^ the difference is very material in 
point of juftice, and that there are confiderations 
which may render it advifeable for a wife govern- 
ment to keep the leading parts of every branch of 
dvil and military admtniftration in hands of the 
beft truft : But a total exdufion from the com- 
monwealth is a very different thing. When a go- 
vernment fiibfifts (as governments formerly did) on 
an cftate of its own, with but few and inconfider- 
able revenues drawn from the fubjeft, then the few 
officers which exifi:ed in fuch eftablilhments were 
naturally at the difpofal of that government which 
paid the falaries out of its own coffers. There an 
exdufive preference could hardly merit the name 
of profcription. Almoft the whole produce of a 
man's induflry at that time remained in his own 
purfe to maintain his family. But times alter, and 
the itfbole eftate of government is from private con- 
tribution. When a very g^eat portion of the la- 
bour of individuals goes to the ftate, and is by the 
fiate again refunded to individuals, through the 
medium of oiEces, and in this drcuitous progrefs 
from the private to the publick, and from the pub- 
T 3 Hck 
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lick again to the private fundj the families froih 
whom the revenue is taken are indenrnified, and 
an equitahle balance between the government and 
the fubjetft is eflablilhed. But if a great body of 
the people who contribute to this ftate lottery, 
are excluded from all the prizes, the flopping the 
arculation with regard to them may be a moft 
cruel hardlhip, amounting in effect to being double 
and treble taxed j and it will be felt as fuch to the 
very quick by all the families high and low of 
thofe hundreds of thoufands, who are denied thdr 
chance in the returned fruits of their own induf- 
try. This is the thing meant by thofe who look 
upon the publick revenue only as a fpoil; and will 
naturally wifh to have as few as poflible concern- 
ed in the divifion of the booty. If a flate fhould 
be fo unhappy as to think it cannot fubfifl: with- 
out fuch a barbarous profcription, the perfons {o 
profcribed ought to be indemnified by the remif- 
fion of a large part of their taxes, by an immunity 
irom the offices of pubfick burden, and by an ex- 
emption from being preffed into any military or 
naval fcrvice. 

Common ienfe and common juftice diftate this 
at leaft, as fome fort of compenlation to a people 
for their flavcry. How many families are inca- 
pable of cxtfting, if the little offices of the revenue, 
and little military commilfions are denied them 1 
To deny them at home, and to make the happi- 

nefs 
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nefe of acquiring fome of them fomewhere elfe, 
felony, or high treaibn, is a piece of cruelty, in 
which, till very lately, I did not fuppofe this age 
capable of perfiftipg. Formerly a fimilarity of re- 
ligion made a fort of country for a man in fome 
quarter or other. A refugee for religion was a pro- 
tected charafter. Now, the reception is cold in- 
deed: and therefore as the afylum abroad is de- 
ftroyed, the hardfliip at home is doubled. This 
hardfliip is the more intolerable, becaufe the pro- 
feffions are fhut up. The church is fo of ccurfe. 
Much is to be faid on that fubjeft, in regard to 
them, and to the proteftant diffcnters. But that is 
a chapter by itfelf. I am fure I wiih well to that 
church, and think its minifters among the very, 
beft citizens of your country. However, fuch as 
it is, a great walk ,in life is forbidden ground to 
feventeen hundred thoufend of the inhabitants of 
Ireland, Why are they excluded from the law ? 
Do not they expend money In their fuits ? Why 
may not they indemnify themfelves, by profiting, 
in the perfons of fome, for the lofies incurred by 
others ? Why may not they have perfons of confi- 
dence, whom they may, if they plcafe, employ in 
the agency of their affairs ? The exclufion from 
die law, from grand juries, from fticrifT-fliips, and 
under-lherifF-fliips, as we!! as from freedom in any 
corporation, may fubjed them to dreadful hard- 
fliips, as it may exclude them wholly from all that 
T 3 . is 
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is benefidal, uid e^x^e them to aSl that is mi£- 
chievous in a trial by jury. This was maiufeftlj 
within my own oUervation, for I was three times 
in Ireland from the year 1760 to the year 1767, 
where 1 had fuffident means of information, con> 
jcersing the inhuman proceedings (among which 
jvere many cruel murders, befides an infinity of 
outrages and oppreiHons, unknown before in a d* 
vUized age) which prevailed during that period in 
confequence of a pretended confpiracy among Ro' 
man CathoUcks agalnfl the king's government. I 
could dilate upon the mifchiefs that may happen, 
from thofe which have happened, upon this head 
of difqualification, if it were at all neceflary. 

The head of exclufion from votes for members 
of parliament '•& clofelyxxMinefted with the former. 
When you call your eye on the ftatute book, you 
will fee that no Catholick, even in the ferodous a£ts 
of queen Anne, was difabled from voting on ac- 
count of his religion. The only condition^ re- 
quired for that privilege, were the oaths erf alle. 
^ance and abjuration — both oaths reladve to a, 
a civil concern. Parliament has fince added an- 
other oath of the iame kind : and yet an houfe of 
commons adding to the fecurities of government, 
in proportion as its. danger i^ confefledly leffened, 
and profelTing both confidence and indulgence, in 
elFf ft takes away the privilege left by an aft full of 
jealoufy, and profefling perfccution. 

The 
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The -taking away pf a vote is the taking away 
ike jhidd which the fuhjed has, not only againl^ 
the oppreffion of power, but that worft of all op- 
preflioas, the perfrcution of private fodety, an4 
private manners- No candidate for parliamentary 
influence is obliged to the leaft attention towards 
them, either in cities or counties. On the con^ 
trary> if they ihould become obnoxious to any ta< 
gotted or malignant people amongft whom they 
live, it vdU become the intereft of thofe who court 
popular &vour, to ufe the numberleis means whid) 
always rejide in magiibacy and influence, to op< 
prels them. The proceedings in a certain county 
ip, Muuiier, duriijg the unfortunate period I have 
qientioned, read a lirong lecture on the cruelty of 
depriving men of that flueld, on account of their 
QwciUatiye opinions. The proteftants of Ireland 
fed well and naturally on the hardftiip of being 
boupd by i?.vf& in the enai^ng of whidi they do 
not dirafltly or indirectly vote. The bounds of 
thefe matters are nice, and hard to be fettled in 
theory, and perhaps they have been pufhed too 
' far, , But how they can avoid the neceflary appli- 
(:ation pf the prindples they u£e in their diiputes 
with others, to their difpute^ with their fellow, 
dtizens, I know not. 

It is true, the words of this z& do not create a 

difability ; but they dearly and evidently fuppofe 

■it. . There are few Catboiick freeholders to take the 

T 4 benefit 
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■benel]t of the privilege, if they were permitted to 
partake it ; but the manner in which this very 
right in freeholders at large is defended, is not on 
the idea that the freeholders do really and truly 
reprefent the people j but that all people being ca- 
pable of obtaining freeholds, all thofe, who, by ' 
thai induftry and fobriety merit this privilege, 
have the means of arriving at votes. It is the fame 
with the corporations. 

■ The laws againft foreign education are dearly 
the very worft part of the old code. Befides your 
laity, you have the fucceflion of about 4000 cler- 
gymen to provide for. Thefe having no lucrative 
objefts in profpeft, are taken very much out of the 
lower orders of the people. At home, they have 
ho means whatfoever provided for their attaining 
a clerical education, or indeed any education at all. 
When I was in Paris, about feven years ago, I 
looked at every thing, and lived with every kind 
of people, as well as my time admitted. I iaw 
there the Irifli college of the Lombard, which 
feemed to me a very good place of education, un- 
der excellent orders and regulations, and under 
the government of a very prudent and learned 
man (the late Dr. Eelly). This college was pof- 
feiTed of an annual fixed revenue of more than a 
thouCmd pound a year ; the greatcft part of which 
had arifen from the legacies and benelaftions of 
perfons educated in that college, and who had ob- 
tained 
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tamed promotions in France, from theemoIumenC 
of which promotions they made this grateful re- 
turn. One in particular I.remember, to the amount 
of ten thoufand livres, annually, as it is recorded 
on the donor's monument in their chapel. ' 

It has been the cuftom of poor perfons in Ire- 
land, to pick up fuch knowledge of the Latin 
tongue as, under the general difcouragements, and 
occafional purfuits of magiftracy, they were able 
to acquire ; and receiving orders at home, were 
fent abroad to obtain a clerical education. By of- 
ficiating in petty chaplainfliips, and performing, 
now and then, certain offices of religion for fmall ' 
gratuities, they received the means of maintain- 
ing themfelvcs, until they were able to complete 
their education. Through fuch difficulties and dif- 
couragementSs many of them have arrived at a 
very confiderable proficiency, fo as to be marked 
and diftinguiihed abroad. Thefe perfons after- 
wards, by being funk in the moft abjeft poverty, 
defpifed and ill-treated by the higher orders among 
proteftants, and not much better efteemed or treat- 
ed, even by the few perfons of fortune of thdr 
own perfuafion. ; and contrading the habits and 
ways of thinking of the poor and uneducated, 
among whom they were obliged to live, in a few 
years retained little or no traces of the t^ents and 
acquirements, which diftinguUhed them in the 

early 
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«uiy penods of their lives. Cxn we, witb jnflifi:^ 
dill: them off'irom th« uie of places of educitjxm, 
lfoumi«d, for the greater part, from the economy 
of poverty and exile, without providing ibmething 
that is equivalent at home i 

WhilA this reftraint of foreign and domeltick edu- 
cation was part of an horrible and impious fyftem of 
fiETvitudCtthe membCTs were well fitted to the body. 
To render men patient, under a deprivation of all 
the rights of human nature, every thing which 
could give them a knowledge or feeling of thofe 
rights was rationally forlndden. To render hu- 
manity fit to be infulted, It was fit that it fhould 
be degraded. But when we profelfi to reftore men 
to the c^adty for property, it is equally irrational 
•nd unjufl; to deny them the power of improving 
their minds as well as their ibrtunei. Indeed, I 
have ever thought the prohibition of the means ttf 
improving our rational nature, to be the worft 
fpecies of tyranny that the in£blence and perverieT 
ads of mankind ever dared to eKerdfe. This goes 
to all men, in all fituations, to whom education can 
be denied. 

Ycur lordflup mentJOTJB a propofel which came 
6'om my friend the provoft, whofc .benevolence 
and enlarged ffririt I am perfe^y convinced c^i 
«^ch a, the propolal of ere^ag a few fizerfliips 
im the cdQegc, £or the education (I fuppoie^ of 
Roman 
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Roman Catholick dergymeii.* He certdnly meant 
it w^i bvt» coming from fuch z man as be is, it 
Is a. Ih'ofig inftance of the danger of fu&ring any 
defcription of men to fall into entire contempt-^ 
the charitiefi intended f<x them are not perceived 
to be &efli in&lts ; and the true nature of tbotr 
wants and neckties being unknown, remedies, 
wh<^y unfuitable to the nature of their complaint 
are provided for them. It ip to feed a ijck Gentoo 
with beef broth, and tQ foment his wounds vnth 
brandy. If the other parts of the uoiverfity were 
c^b to them, as wdl on the foundation as other- 
m£e, the o&ring of fizerfhips would be a prc^r- 
tiooed part of a gentral kindael3. But when every 
thing liberal is with-beld, and only that which is 
feroiU is permitted, it is eafy to conceive upon wliat 
footing they mufl be in luch a place. 

Mr. HuCchiafon muft well know the regard and 
honour I have for him ; and he cannot think my 
diifenting from him in this particular, arifes from 
a difregard of his c^tnion : it only fliewe that I 
think he has lived in Ireland. To have any re*. 
^>e(% for the diarado- and perfon of a popi& prieft 
there ' oh ! 'tie an uphill work indeed. But until 
we come to relped what fiands in a relpe^Ue 
light with others, we are very deficient in the 

* It appeart diat Mr, Hatctiinfon meant this only w one o£ 
the means for theii relief is potnt of education. 

temper 
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temper which qtialifiea us to make any laws and 
regulations about them. It even difqualifies us 
from being charitable to them with any effeft or 
judgment. 

When we are to provide for the education <rf 
any body of men, we ought feriouily to confider 
the particular fun^Hom they are to perform in 
Ufe. A Roman Catholiclc clergyman is the mini< 
fter of a very ritual religion : and by his profcC^ 
fion, fubjeft to many reftraints. His life is a life 
full of ftrift obfervances, and his duties are of a 
laborious nature towards himfelf, and of the high- 
eft pofiible truft towards others. The duty of con- 
felHon alone is fufficient to fet in the ftrongeft light 
the neceffity of his having an appropriated mode 
of education. The theological opinions and pecu-. 
liar rites of one reli^on never can be properly 
taught in univerfities, founded for the purpofes 
and on the principles of another, which in many 
points are direftly oppofite. If a Roman Catho- 
lick clergyman, intended for celibacy, and the 
fun£tion of confeflion, is not ftridly bred in a fe- 
minary where thefe things are refpefted, inculcated 
and enforced, as facred, and not made the fubjeft 
of derifion and obloquy, he will be ill fitted for 
the former, and the latter will be indeed in his 
hands a terrible inftriiment. 

There is a great refemblance between the whole 

frame and conftitution of the Greek and Latin 

churches. 
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'churches. The fecular clergy, in the former, by 
l^ang married, living under tittle reftraint, and 
having no particular education fuited to thdr 
function, are uoiverlally fallen into fuch contempt^ 
that they are never permitted to afpire to the-dig-* 
nitics of their own church. It is not held rcfpect- 
fiil to call them papas-, their true and antient ap- 
pellation, but thofe who ivi{h to addrels them with 
civility, always call them bieromonachi. In confe- 
quence of this difrefpeft, which I venture to lay, 
in fuch a church, mull be the confequence of a fe* 
cular life, a very great degeneracy from reputable 
chriftian manners has tak^n place throughout al^ 
moft the whole of that great member of the chris- 
tian church. 

It was fo with the Latin church, before the re- 
itraint on marriage. Even that reftraint gave rife 
to the.greateft cUforders before the council of 
Trent, which together with the emulation raif- 
ed, and the good examples given by the reformed 
■churches, wherever they were in view of each 
other, has brought on that happy amendment, 
which we fee in the Latin communion, both at 
home and abroad. 

The council of Trent has wifely introduced the 
difeipline of feminaries, by which priefts are not 
trufted for a clerical inftitution, even to the Ijvere 
difcipline of their colleges ; but after they ■ pafe 
through them,are frequently, if not for the greater 

part. 
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part. Obliged to pafi through peculiar met^dds^ 
kavii^ thdr parttculir ritual fimfflon in vie** 
It is in a great ineafbre to this, and to fimikr me^ 
tbo& ufed in iWdgn education, that the Roman 
Cathcdlck dei'gf of Ireland, miferably pl'ot^ded 
fbi-j living anwng low and ill-regulated peoi^e, 
iritho«t any difcipline of fuffident force to fecure 
good mannerSj have beeff prevented from b6com4 
\&% an intoleraUe nuiianee to the country, inftead 
ef being, as I cOTicdve they genei^ are, a vety 
great fervice to it. 

Tht mimfiers erf pi'oteftant churches Require t 
HS^rerA mode ofeducatiOn,fhOrelibcral arid more 
fit Jot the ttfdinary intefcourfe of. life- That re- 
ligion having Uttle hold dn the minds Cf ^o^t 
by eftteriKd Cerentohiej, and extraordinary <^rv' 
ances, or fepii-ate habits of living, the clef gy make 
up the deficiency by cultivating thdf mmds with 
^ kinds of orhamMital tearhing, which the Kbc' 
rd ptovifion made in England and Ireland for thd 
pitfoduiU clergy, (to fey ftothing of the am[de 
dhutch preferments, with Httle or no duties an* 
nexed) and the comparatiTe lightnels of parochi^ 
duties, enables the greater part of them ia fome- 
crnifidu^Ue degree to aecomidHh. 

This Ifetf nlng, which I beKeve to be pfetty ge- 
neral, together with an highet fitnation, and more 
chaftened by the opinion of mankind^ forms a fuf- 
ficient fecurity for the. t»«aU c^ the eftaUilhed- 
clergy. 
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^krgft and for thdr jEuftainii^ tfadr clerical cha> 
lifter with cUgnitif. It u not ncce^ry to obferva, 
that all thefe tUngs are, howerert ct^tcr^ to thdt 
lwi£)30n ; and that except in preaching, which may 
be and is Aif^ilied, and often beft fup^rfied, out (rf 
^dted booki, little elfe is oecdTary fot a proted« 
int minifter, than to be able to read the Eng^lb 
knguage i I mein for the exerdfe oi his ^dio% 
f^ot cotbe quaHicatton ofhisadmi£ontoi^ Bat 
a popifh parfoQ in Ireland may do very well with* 
out any confiderable claffic^ erudition, <x any ptO' 
Ikiency in pure of mixed mathonatidts, or any 
knowledge of civil hiftory. Even if the cath(^ck 
clergy ftould poflefe thofe acquifitions, as at firft 
many of them do, they foon Ic^e them in the pun- 
ful courfe of profelTional and parochial duties: but 
they muft have all the kno^dge, and what is to 
them more impCMtant than the knowiedge, the 
difcif^ne neceflary to thcrfe duties. Afl modes of 
*ducation, conduAed by thtrfb whofe minds are 
caft in another mould, as I may fay, and whofe 
original ways of thinking are formed upon the re- 
VErfe pattern, muft be to them not oiJy ufdefi, 
but mifchievous. iuft as I Ibould fuppc^c the olu- 
caticHi in a popfh ecckfia^cal fennnary would be 
ifl fitted fof a pfoteftant clergyman. To educate 
a cathdick prieft m a proteftant feminary would 
t^ Aiuch worfe. The protdbmt educated amongft 
ca-thoMcks has only fometbing to rejeS : <w^ be 

keeps 
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keeps may be v&fvA. But 3. cathoUck ^arilh prieft 
learns little for his peculiar purpofe and duty hx » 
proteftant college. 

• All this, my lord, I know very Well, will pafe 
for nothing with thofe who wifh that the popifh 
clergy Ihould be illiterate, and in a fituation to 
produce contempt and deteftation. Their minds 
are wholly taken up with party fquabbles, and X 
have neither Idfure nor indinatidn to apply any 
part of what I have to fey, to thofe who never 
think of reli^on, or of the commonwealth, in any 
other light, than as they tend to the prevalence of 
fome faction in either. I fpeak on a fuppofition, 
that there is adifpofition to take thejiate in the con- 
dition in which it is found, and to improve it in that 
^ate to the beft advantage. Hitherto the plan for 
the govcrntneot of Ireland has been, to facrifice 
the civil profperity of the nation to its religious 
improvement. But if people in power there are 
at length come to entertain other ideas, they will 
confider the good order, decorum, virtue, and mo^ 
rality of every defcription of men among them, as 
of infinitely greater importance, than the ftruggle 
(for it is nothing better) to change thofe defcrip- 
tions by means which put to hazard, obje^y 
which, in my poor opinion, are of more import- 
ance to religion and to the ftate, than aU the pokr 
mical matter which has been agitated among mea 
from the beginning of the world to this hour.- 

On 
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On tfai& idea, an education fitted to each order 
and divifiott of men, fucb as they are founds will be 
thought an affair rather to be encouraged than 
discountenanced : and until inftitutions at home, 
fuhable to the occaftons and neceflities of the 
people, are eftabliChed, and which are armed, as 
they are abroad, with authority to coerce the 
young men to be formed in them, by a ftrict and 
icvere difcipline, — the means they have, at pre- 
£enc, of a cheap and efiefi^al education in other 
countries, fliould not continue to be prohibited by 
penalties and modes of inquifition, not fit to be 
mentioned to ears that are organized to the chalte 
founds of equity and jufUce. 

Before I had written thus far, Iheard of a fcheme 
of giving to the Caftlc the patronage of the pre- 
fiding members of the cathoUck clergy. At firit 
I could fcarcely credit it: for I believe it is the firft 
time that the prefentation to other people's alms 
has been defired in any country. If the ftate pro- 
vides a fuitable maintenance and temporality for 
the governing members of the Irilh Roman ca- 
thoUck church, and for the clergy under themj I 
■fliould think the projeft, however improper in 

■ other refpefts, to be by no means unjuft. But to 
deprive a poor people, who maintwn a fecond fet 

■ of clergy, out of the miferable remains of what U 

. left after taxing and tything — to deprive them of 

. the difpofition of t^eir own charities among their 

Vol. VI. U own 
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own coitimunion, would, in my o|nnion,- fee an in- 
tolerable hardflupt Never were the Aiembers of 
one rdig^us feft, fit to app<»nt the pallors to an- 
other. Thofc who have no regard for thrar wel- 
fare, reputation, or internal quiet, win not appoint 
fuch as are proper'. The feragKo of Conftantinople 
19 as equitable as we are, whether catholicks or pro- 
teftants : and where their own feft is concerned. 
Full as rdigious. But the fport which they make 
of the miferable dignities of the Greek church, the 
little faftions of the haram, to which they make 
them fubfervient, the continual lale to which they 
expofe and re-expofe the fame dignity, and by 
which they fqueeze all the inferior orders of the 
clergy, is (for I have had particular means of be- 
ing acquainted with it) nearly equal to all. .thfc 
other oppreflions together, esercifed by muffulmen 
over the unhappy members of the Oriental church. 
It is a great deal to fiippofe that even the prefent 
Caftle would nominate bifhops for the Roman 
church of Ireland, with a religious regard for its 
welfare. Perhaps they cannot, perhaps they dare 
not do it. 

But fuppofe tliem to be as well inclined as I 
know that I am, to do the catholicks all land of 
juftice, I declare I would not, if it were in my 
power, take that patronage on myfelf.— I know I 
ought not to do it- I belong to another commu- 
nity i and it would be intoleratte ufurpation for me 
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t6 zSe£t fuch autbcHrity, where I conferred no bc' 
ne6t, or even if I did confer (as in fome degr«i 
the f^aglio does) temporal advanti^es. But) al- 
lowing that the prefent Caftle finds itfelf fit to ad- 
minifter the government of a church which they 
folemnly forfwear, Mid forfwear with very hard 
words and many evil epithets, and that as often as 
they qualify themfelves for the power which is to 
give this very patronage, or to give any thing dfe 
that they defire j yet they cannot enfure theni- 
ielves that a man Uke the late Lord Chelterfield 
will not fucceed to them. This man, while he was 
duping the credulity of papifis with fine words in 
private, and commending their good bdiaviour 
during a rebellion in Great Britain, (as it wdl d&- 
. ierved to be commended and rewarded) was ca^ 
pable of urging penal laws againft them in a fpeech 
from the throne, and of ftimulating with provo- 
catives the wearied and half-cxhaufted bigotry of 
the then parliament of Ireland. They fet to work, 
but they wefe at a lolii what to do ; for they had 
already almoft gone through every contrivance 
which could wajie the vigour of their country : but, 
after much firuggte, they produced a child of their 
old age, the Ihocking and unnatural ad about mar- 
riages, which tended to fini£h the fcheme for mak- 
ing the people not only two diftinft parties for, 
ever, but keeping them as two diftinft fpecies in 
■the fame land. M*. Gardiner's humanity was 
U 2 fliocked 
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fliocked at it, as one of the worfi parts of thit 
truly barbarous fyftem, if one could well fettle the 
preference, -where aknoft all the parts were out- 
rages on the rights of humanity, and the laws of 
iiature. 

Suppofe an atheift, |daymg the part of a bigot, 
fhould be in power again in that country, do you 
believe that he woxdd faithfully and religioufly ad- 
jninifter the truft of appointing paAors to a church, 
which, wanting every other fupport, ftands in ten- 
fold need of minifters who will be dear to the 
people committed to their charge, and who will 
exercife a really paternal authority amongft them? 
But if the fuperior power was always in a difpofi- 
^ion to difpenfe confdentioufly, and like an up* 
fight truftee and guardian of thefe rights which 
he holds for tbofe with whom he is at variance, 
4ia3 he the capadty and means of doing it ? How 
can the lord Heutenant form the lealt Judgment of 
,their merits, fo as to difcern which of the popifli 
priefts is fit to be made a btfhop f It cannot be : 
the idea is ridiculous. — He will hand them over to 
lords lieutenants of counties, juftices of the peace, 
and other perfons, who, for the purpofe of vexing 
and turning to derifion this mifcrable people, will 
■pick out thfe worft and moft obnoxious they can 
■find amongft the clergy to fet over the reft. Who- 
mever is cotafJained againft by his brother, will be 
confidered as perfecuted : Whoever is cenfured by 

his 
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las fuperior, will be looked upon as opprelTedj 
•Whoever is carelefs in his opinions, and loofe in 
Jiis .morals, will be called a liberal man, and will 
be fuppofed to have incurred hatred, becaufe he 
was not a bigot. Informers, tale-bearers, pervcrfe 
and obftinate men, flattere?^, who turn their back 
upon their flock, and court the proteftant gentie> 
men of the country, will be the objefls of prefer^ 
znent. And then I run no ri& in foretelling, that 
■whatever order, quiet, and morality you have in 
the country, will be loft. A popilh clergy, who 
are not reftrained by the moft auftere fubordjna- 
tion, will become a nuifance, a real publick griev* 
ancc of the heavieft kind, in any country that en- 
tertains them : and inftead of the great benefit 
which Ireland does, and has Igng derived from 
them, if they are educated without any idea of 
difcipline and obedience, and then put under bi- 
ihops, who do not owe their ftation to their good 
opinion, and whom they cannot .refpeft, that na- 
tion will fee diforders, of which, bad as things are, 
it has yet no idea. I do not fay this, as thinking 
the leading men in Ireland would exerdlc this 
truft worfe than others. Not at all. No man, no 
fct of men living are fit to adminifter the affairs, 
or regulate the interior oeconomy of a church to 
which they are enemies. 

, As to government, if J might recommend a pru- 
dent caution to theipjT-r-it would be, tq innovate 
U3 as 
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«s little as poffible, Upon fpeculation, In cftabmh* 
jnents, from which, as they ftand, they experience 
po material inconvenience to the repofe of. the 
country, — quieta non movere — I could iay a .great 
deal more; but I am tired; and am afrsud yout 
Iprdihip is tired too. I have not fat to this letter 
a fingle quarter of an hour without interruption, 
ft has grown long, and probably contains many 
repetitions, from my total want of leifure to cUgeft 
and cqnfolidate my thoughts : :md as to my ex- 
preffions, I could wifli te be able perhaps to mea^ 
fure them more exaflJy. But my intentions are 
^r, and I certainly mean to ofiend nobody. 



Thinking over this matter more maturdy, I 
fee no reafon for altering my opinion in any part. 
The act, as far as it goes, is good undoubtedly. 
It amounts, I think, very nearly to a toleration, 
with refpeft to religious ceremonies ; but it puts it 
new bolt on civil rights, and rivets it to the old 
one, in fuch a manner, that neither, I fear, will be 
calily lopfened. What I could have wifhed would 
be, to fee the ciyil advantages take the lead ; the 
other of a religious toleration, I conceive, would 
follow (in a manner) of courfe. Frojn what I 
have oWerved, it- is pride, arrogance, and a fpirk 
:■ ■;.-.' of 
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^ doiBuja^iti and not a bigotted fpirit of feli* 
g^oD, that lias caufed and kept up thofe opprciCve 
^tute*. I am fare I hav« known thofe who hav« 
oppreffed papifts in their civil rights, exceedin^y 
indulgent to them in their religious ceremonies, 
and who really wifhed them to continue catho- 
Ucks, in-order toiiirnifepreteflcesfoi- oppreffion. 
Thefe perfons never few a man (by converting) 
efcape out of their power, but with grudging and 
regret. I have known men, to whom I am not 
uncharitaHe in feying, (though they are dead) 
that they would have become papifts in order to 
opprefi proteftants ; if, being proteftants, it was 
not in their power to opprefs papifts. It is injuf- 
tice, and not a miftaken confcience, that has been 
the prindple of perfecution, at leaft as far as it has 
&Ilen under my obfervation. However, as I be- 
gan, fo I end. I do not know the map of the 
country. Mr. Gardiner, who condufts this great 
and difficult work, and thofe who fupport him, 
arc better judges of thebufinels than I can pretend 
to be, who have not fet my foot in Ireland thefe 
fixteen years. I have been ^ven to underftand, 
that I am not confidered as a friend to that coun- 
try : and I know that pains have been taken to 
leffen the credit that I might have had there. 

I am fo convinced of the weaknels of interfering 
in any bufinefs, without the opinion of the people 
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in whofe bulinds I interfere, that I do not Itaow 
how to acquit myfclf of wlut I have now done.— 
I ^ave the honour to be, with high regard and 
efteerti, 

My Lord, 

Tour lordfliip's moft obedient, 

. ' And humble fervant, &c. 

; EDMUND 5URKE. 
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MY DEAR SIR, 



YOUR remembrance of me, with fentimentt 
of fo much kindnels, has given me the moft 
iincere fatisfaftion. It perfeftly agrees ■with the 
the friendly and hofpitable reception which my 
fon and I received from you, feme time fince, when 
after an abfence of twenty-two years, I had the 
happinefs of embracing you, among my few fur- 
viving friends. 

I really imagined that I fhould not again inte- 
reft myfelf in-any publick bufmefs. I had, to the 
heft of my moderate feculties, paid my dub to the 
fociety, which I was born in fome way or other 
to fer^e } and I thought I had a. right to put on 
my night-gown and flippers, and wifli a cheerful 
evening to the good company I muft leave behind. 
But if our refoiutions of vigour and exertion are 
fo often broken or procraftinated in the execution, 
I think we may be excufed, if we are not very 
puniflual in fulfilling our engagements to indo- 
Ichce and inactivity. I have indeed no power of 
adion } and am almftft a cripple, even with regard 
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to thinking : but you defcend with force into the 
ftagnant pool; and you caufe fuch a fermentation, 
as to cure at leafi one impotent creature of his 
lamencls, though it cannot enable him either to 
run or to wreftle. 

■ You fee by the paper * I take thit I am likely to 
be long, with malice prepenfe. You have brought 
under my view a fubjed, always difficult, at prefent 

critical. It has filled my thoughts, which I wifli 

to lay open to you with the dearnefs and fimpli- 
city which your fnendfliip demands from me. I 
thank you for the communication of your ideas. 
I {hould be flill more pleafed if they had been more 
your own. What you hint, I believe to be the 
cafe i that if you had not deferred to the judg- 
ment of others, our opinions would not differ 
more materially at this day, than they did when 
we ufed to confer on the fame fubjeA, fo many 
years ago. If I ftiil perfevere in my old opinions, 
it is no fmall comfort to me, that it is not with 
regard to doftrines properly yours, that I difcover 
my indocility. 

The cafe upon which your letter of the loth of 
Pecember turns, is hardly before me with precifion 
enough, to enable me to form any very certain judg- 
ment upon it. ■ It fecms to be fome plan of further 
indulgence propofed for the catholicks of Ireland. 
You oblerve, that your " general principles are 

* Ttie teller is writteo od folio flieeU. 

"not 
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** not changed, but. that times and circutt\/iancet are 
•* altered." I perfeftly agree with you> that tunes 
vid circumftances, considered with refftence to 
the publick, oug^t very much to govern our con- 
dud ; though I am far from flighting, when ap» 
pfied fvith difcretion to thofe drcumfiances, gene- 
ral principles and maxinis (^ policy. I cannot help 
obfervingt however, that you have £iid rather lefs 
upon the inapplicability of your own c^d principles 
to the circumjtances that are likely to influence your 
condud again& th^e principles, than of the ^ne- 
ral maxims of ftate, which I can very readily be- 
lieve not to have great weight with you per- 
ibnally. 

In my prefent fiate of imperfed information} 
you will pardon the errors into which I may eaflly 
fall. The principles you lay down are, '■* that the 
'' roman catholicks fliould enjoy every thing un- 
** dir the ftate, but fhould not be the Jiate it/elf'* 
And you add, '* that when you exclude them from 
*' being a part of the Jiate, you rather conform to 
** the fpirit of the age, than to any abftract doc- 
** trine ;" but you conlider the conftirution as al- 
ready cftablilhed — that our ftate is proteftant. *' It 
•* was declared fo at the revolution. It was fo 
•* provided in the acts for fettling the fucceflion of 
** the crown : — the king's coronation oath was en- 
.*' joinetl, in order to keep it fo. The king, as firft 
" magiftrate of the ftate, is obliged to take the 
■*' oath 
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*^ oath of al^uration,* and to fiibfcribc the decla-- 
** ration ; and, by laws fubfeqitent, .every other 
** ma^ft^te and member of the fiate, legillative 
<* and executive^ are bound under the fame otiSi- 
*' gation." 

As to the plan to wUch thefe ma:sun5 are 3.p- 
plied, I cannot fpeak, as I told you, pofitively about 
it. Becaufe, neither from your letter, nor from 
any information I have been able to collect^ do I 
find any thing £e!tded, either on the part of the 
roman cathoUcks themfelves, o; on that of any 
perfons who may with to condud their afi&irs in 
parliament. But if I have leave to conjednre, 
fometbtng is in agitation towards admitting them, 
under )eertaitt qaaJificaiions, to havey^flw^nrv inthe 
defHon of members of parliament. This I under- 
ftand is the fdieme of thofe who are entitled to 
come within your defcription of perfons of con* 
fideration, properly, and character: and firmly 
attached to the king and oHiiHtution, a$ by '* law 
" eftabliflied, witli a grateful fenfe of your former 
*f cpnceJHons, :md a patient rdiance on the benig- 
•* nity of parliament, for the further mitigation o£ 
** the laws that ftill afleft them." — As to the low, 
thoughde^, wild and profligate, who have joined 
jthemfelves with thofe of other profdSons, but of 
the iame chara^r ; you are not to imagine, Chat> 

• A fmall error of faft as to the abjuration oath ; but of no 
inportance in the argumeot. 

tiff 
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JFor A moment, Icanfuppofe them to be met, with 
any thing elfe than the manly and enlightened 
energy of a firni government, fupported by the 
united eiForts of all virtuous men^if ever their pro* 
ceedings fiiould become fo confiderable as to de*- 
mand its notice. I really think that fuch affoda- 
tions fliould be cniflied in their very commence^ 
ment. 

Setting, therefore, this cafe out of the queftion, 
it becomes an objeft of very ferious confideration^ 
whether, becaufe wicked men of various defcrip- 
tions are ei^ged in feditious courfes, the ration^, 
fober,and valuable part of one defcription {hould 
not be indulged in their fober and rational expec- 
tations ? You, who have looked deeply into the 
fpirit of the popery laws, muft be perfectly fenfible, 
that a great part of the prefent mifchief, which we 
abhor in common (if it at all exifts) has arifen from 
them. Their declared objecl: was to reduce the 
catholicks of Ireland to a mifcrable populace, with- 
out property, without eftimation, vrithout educa- 
tion. The profeffed object was to deprive the few 
men who, in fpite of thofe laws, might hold or 
obtain any property amongft" them, of all fort of 
influence or authority over^e reft. They divided 
the nation into two diftinft bodies, without com. 
men intereft, fympatliy, or connexion. One of 
thefe bodies was to pofTefs a!/ the franchifes, all the 
property, all the education : the other was to be 
compofed 
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compofed of drawers of water and cutters of turf 
for them. Are we to be aftonifhed, when, by the 

' efforts of fo much violence in conqueft, and Ga 
much policy in regulation, continued without in- 
termiflion for near an hundred years, we had re- 
duced them to a mob ; that whenever they catne 
to adt at all, many of them would ad exactly like 
a mob, without temper, meafure, or forefight? 
Surely it might be juft now a matter of temperate 
difcuffion, whether you ought not to apply a re- 
medy to the real caufe of the evil If the diforder 
you ipeak of be real and conliderable, you ought 
to raife an ariflocratick interelt; that is, an inte- 

. Teft of property and education amongft them : and 
to ftrengthen by every prudent means, the autho- 
rity and influence of men of that dcfcription. It 
will deferve your beil thoughts, to examine whe- 
ther this can be done without ^ving fuch perfons 
the means of demonftrating to the reft, that fome- 
thing more is to be got by their temperate con- 
dM&, than can be expeded from the wild and 
fenfclefs projects, of thofe, who do not belong to 
their body, who have no intereft in their welLbe- 

. ing, and only wifti to make them the dupes of 
their turbulent ambition. 

If the abfurd perfons you mention find no way 

of providing for lilierty, but by overturning thb 

happy conftitution; and introducing a frantick de- 

•Biocracy, let us take care how we prevent better 

people 
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people, frftm any rational fixpcdations of partak- 
ing in the benefit^ of that confUtution as itjiandt) 
The n^ximj-'you-eftablifli cut the nutter fliprt. 
They have no fort of connexion With the good of 
the ill behaviour of .the {lerfons who feek relief, ps 
with'the premier or improper means tjy-which they 
fcdcat. They form a per'petualbar t,Q'a}};fJeas and 
wafl expetftations. : . , = ■ 

.ff-Gxi. be^n by affoTting, that " the CathoKcks 
''"ought to enjoy aH things anrffr the ftate^ but that 
** theyovghtnottoif /ia>?iiAf."; A pofitipn which,* 
I believe, in the latter part of it, and in the lattt 
tude-there expreffed, no man of common fepfe ha^ 
ever thought prc^r to difpute : becaufe the con. 
tf ary implies, that the ilate oi^ht to be ia them 
exclufivelyi But before you have finiflied the line, 
you exprefs yourf^^as if the other member of 
youf propofition, namely, that f'.th^ ought not 
'** to be a fart of .'the ftate," were_ necefl^rily in* 
duded in the firll— -Whereas I conceive it to be as 
(Jiffiffoit, as a part is from fiie whok j that is juft 
as (Afferent as-pofllble. I know indeed, that it is 
commonwiththofc who talk very differently from 
you, that ia with hait and animofity, to confound 
tHo&:thiiigs,and to argue the admiSOn of the ca- 
tholicks into any^ jiowever mwute and fubordir 
naie pacts, of the ftate» as a fufrender into their 
Jisoidi of. the Whole gcntociiment qf .the kingdom. 
-To than;! haviciiotlMBg atialtito.^^t-. 
V. .Vol. VI. X Wiihing 
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■ Wiftihg' to proceed with. a ddibwatiTe fpirii 
KAd temper inJb very feriousa^tteflio4> J flull at- 
tempt to analyus, u weUas I can, tlic piinc^dos 
yeu by down, ui ord«r to fit them £or ths. gsad^ 
ef an underftanding io tittt&cona^rehcn&re a& muitf 
t-* Stat<'-^* Proteftant' — ♦ Revoiution.' Thefc tat 
ictma, whkh, if not wefl e^^daincd, may Ind.' m 
into many errors. In the word Static I topfiwft 
there is much ambigmity. The l^teii ibmc^fiies 
tried to Hgnify tl^ •whole 'catutwnvf^ltb, cotuftt- 
hending all its orders, with the fevccal privikges 
belonging to each. SomeCimes it %nifi^sj30]^ Mr 
hi^jerand ruling pari of thecomnioiftweaUhi'lv^i^ 
we commonly caJi /^Ae Govfrramfltf. Inthefeftf^fe 
to be under xh& ftata^ but not the lUU i^^i «4r 
cny pari rf ii^ that is to be nothJitig at aJl in- the 
common weakh, is a fituation perfectly ;&teljl>gi^: 
but to thc^e :who fill tbaj: iiiuatiDn» not very {d^* 
fant^ when it is underfiood. It is afiate of civt/, 
firvitude by the very force of the definition.. &t> 
varum nen e/t rej^ublkay is a very old and. a very 
true maxim. '^This fervitude, which makes mw 
ftibjcB to a ftate without being dtizait^ may to 
more or leTs tolerable itosci many circuinfijioixs: 
but-thefe cipcumfiancds, more or lci$ fsmmnUfi, 
do not atte# the naCufe of- the ithing. Tke mitdK 
nefs by Which abf<^ute makers cKerciie tfaoE d9> 
minion, fcaves them maftew ^iU. We-ttiay talka 
little prefently of the maqfiw \sl viadk '- the m ajo- 
- - ' .. -i-ity 
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rity of the people of Ireland (the catholicks) are 
ftffeded by this fituation ; which at prefent un- 
<ioubtedly is theirs, and which you arp of opinioB, 
ijught fo to continiie for ever. 

In the other fenfe of the word State, by which i^ 
underftood the Supreme Government only, I muft 
ubfervc this upon the queftion : that to excludp 
■*V^hple claffea of men entirely from this part of go- 
.Vernment, cannot be confidered as abfolute Jla-very, 
It only in^plies a lower and degraded ftate of citi- 
■zcnlhip ; fucji is (with more or lefs ftrii9:nels) the 
condition of all countries, in which an hereditary 
nqbility poffefe the exclufive rule. This may be 
■no had, mode of government ; provided that the 
pwfbnal authority of individual nobles be kept i^ ■ 
due bounds, that their cabals and factions arf 
guarded againit with a fevere vigilance, and that 
the people, (who have no fhare in granting their 
own money) are fubjecte4 to but light impofittpn% 
and are otherwife treated with attention, and with 
indulgence to their humours and prejudices. 

The republick of Venice is one of thofe which 
ftricUy confines all the great ftindions and, office^ 
fuch as are truly 7Za«-funcHons and^a/e-offices,to 
thofe who, by hereditary right or admiffion, are 
noUe Venetians, iput tl^^e are many o|Eces, and 
Jbmeof them not mean nor upprofitable, which 
■are refcrved for the Ciitadini. Of thef? all citi- 
.zens (rf Vejjice are (:apable. Thf inhabii^^l;? of 
' . '. ' X 2 "the 
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the Terra Jirma, who are mere iubjefts of conqilefi", 
that is, as you exprefs it, under the ftate, but *' not 
•* a part of it," are not, however, fubjccta in fd 
very rigorous a ienfe as not to be capable of num- 
bcrlefs fubordinate employments. It is indeed one 
of the advantage attending the natrow bottom of 
their ariftocracy (ftarrow aS compared with thdr 
acquired dominions, otherwife broad enough) that 
an cXcluGon from fuch employments cannot pof- 
fibly be made amongft their fubjefts. There are, 
bcfides, advantages in ftates fo conftituted, by 
which thofe who arc confidered as of an inferior 
race, arc indemnified for their exclufion from the 
government and from nobler employments. In afl 
thefe countries, cither by exprels law, or by uCtge 
more operative, the noble cafts are almoft univer- 
fally, in their turn, excluded from commerce, ma- 
ttufachire, fiirming of land,and in general from all 
lucrative civil profelSons. The nobles have the mo- 
nopoly of honour. The i^cbeians a monopoly of aH 
the means of acquiring wealth. Thus fome fort 
of i balance is formed among conditions ; a fort of 
compenfatioil is furniihed to thofe, who, in a limit- 
ed/enfe, arc excluded from the government of the 
ftatc- - ' 

Between the extreme of a total exclufion^ to which 
your maxim goes, and an univer/al unmodijied ca- 
facitfy to which the fanaticjts pretend, there are 
many different degrees and ftages, and a great va- . 

riety 
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riety of temperaments, tipon which prudence may 
give full fcope to its exertions. For you know 
thatthe decifions of prudence (contrary to the fyf- 
tem of the infane reafoners) differ from thof? of 
judicature : and that almoft sdl the former are de- 
termined on the more or the lefe, the earlier or the 
later, and on a balance of advantage "and inconve- 
nience, ofgood and evil. 

' In all conOderations w^hich turn upon tlie' quet 
tion of veiling or continuing the ftate folely and 
cxdufively in fome one defcription of dtizens; 
prude»t legiQators-will confidef, how far the gene- 
ral form and principles' of their commonwealth render 
if Jit to be eaji into an oUgarcImai Jhape, or to remain 
always in it. We know that the government of 
Ireland (the fame as the Britifli) is not in its con- 
fiitqtion -wholly ariftocratical j and as it is not fuch 
in its fprm, f*> neither is it jn its fpirit. If it had 
been inveterately ariftocratical, exclufions might b,e 
more patiently fubmitted to. . The lot of one ple- 
beian would be the lot of all ; and an habitual re- 
verence and admiration of certain families, might 
piake the people content: to fee government wholly 
in hands to whom it feemed naturally to belong, 
put our cpnftitution has a plebeian, rnember, which 
forms an effential integrant part of it. A plebQian 
qligarchy is a monftpr: and no people, no; abfo- 
lutely domeftick or predial Haves, will lopgendur^ 
^t. The proteftacts pf Ireland are not ^lone fuffi- 
X 3, (:iently 
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ciently the |)ebpletofortii i democracyj and they: 
are too numerous to anfw'ef the tnds and purpofes of 
anariftocracy. Admiration, that firft fource of obe. 
dience, can be only the claim or the impofture o£ 
the few. I hold it to be abfolutely impoffible for two ■ 
millions of plebeiansj compoling certainly, a very 
dear and decided majority in that clais, to become 
fo far in love with iix or feven hundred thouiand 
of their fellow-citizens (to all outward appearance 
plebeians like themfelvee, and many of them tradef- 
iberi, fervants, and otherwife inferior to fcstne of 
them) as to fee with fetisfadion, of even \sith pa- 
tience, an esclufive power vefted in them,by whidi 
cenjiitutiomlly they become the abfolute inafters \ 
and by the manners derived from their circum- 
fiances, muft be capable of exercifing upon them, 
daily and hourly, an infuitin^ and vexatious fupe- 
riority. Neither are the majority of the Iriih in- 
demnified (as in fome ariftocracies) for this ftate 
of humiliating vaflalage (often inverting the na- 
ture of things and relations) by having the lower 
walks of induftry wholly abandoned to them* ■ 
They are rivalled, to fay the leaft of the matter, 
in every laborious and lucrative courfe of life : 
while every franchife, every honour, every truft, . 
every place down to the very loweft and leaft con- 
fidential (betides whole profeffiions) 13 referved foi* 
the mafter caft. 
Our conftitution is not made for great, gcnera!,- 
and 
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•ftdpi!t>fcri(>tive-exclufions; foonet or later it wiU 
deftroy tii,effl, or they will deftroy the conftitution. 
hL ovr canltitution tliere has always been a differ- 
ence between a/hmthi/e and an ^ce^ 3nd between 
the (apftcity for the one and for the other. Fraii-. 
chifes Were fuppofed to belofig to tiw fubjefi, as a 
fiAjeS., and not as « number ofthcgavernin^fOrt ^ 
ihejtate. The po&ty of government has confider- 
ed thtol as tJungs Very different : for whilfi: par- 
iiaitient oxduded by- the teit a^s (and for a whil« 
tflWe tfeft aft» were not a dead letter, as now they 
jane 19 EngUbd) "prptefiant ' diffenters ftovci ail civil 
ond-miHtaly enlployifients, di«y ntverUuchedthd^ 
ri^ht vf tutingfop m^mbirs of parliatneniy erjtttu^ i^ 
fiiber baaje ; a p(»nt I ftate, not as approving or 
cohdemningy with regard to th?m, the meafure of 
pajduiion from employments, but.to prove that the 
diflindion has been admitted in legiflature, as, ia 
truth, it b ftSupdrfdiiiTeafon. 

r wijl ftot here esajninc, whether the principles 
of the firitifh [the Iriih] conftitution, be wife ot 
not. { mtffl: affume tkat they are -,' and that thoic 
who partakfe the 'franchifei which make it, partake 
<jf a boneBt. They wb6 aye ezdt[ded &om votel 
(under proper qualific^atrDns inherent in the confti- 
tution that gives them) are excluded, not from th* 
jifiate, 'but from the Brhijh conjiitution. They cannot 
by any poflibilicy, whiifl they he»r its praifes c6n» 
tiDually rung in their ears^ and •»'< pt^efent at the 
X 4 declaration 
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declaration \^hich is to generally an4 ^ bravdy 
made by thofe wbo poffefe thu privil^e — ^tljat the 
beft blood in their vdiis ought to be flied, to prc 
fervc their fliare in it ; they, thedlsfranchifedparti 
cannot, I fay^ think themfelvea in an bappy ftate, 
to be utterly excluded from all its direft and ^ Ita 
confequential advantages. Thfr popular part c^ the 
conftitution muft be to them, by far the moft odi- 
ous part of it. To them .it is not an a^ual, and, 
if poiGble, lUU \dk a virtual rf:prefentation. It is 
indeed the direA conttary. It is power unlimited, 
placed in the hands of an adfverfe defcriptiop, he- 
eaufe it is an advirfe defcriptum. And if they who 
fcompofe'the privileged body have not an intereft, 
Ihey muft but too frequently have motives of pride, 
paflion, petulance, peevifli jeaioufy,' or tyrannick 
fufjHcion, to urge th&m to treat the excluded people 
with contempt and rigour. ■ 

This is not a mere theory ; though whilft men 
iare men, k is a theory that cannot be falfe. I do 
not defire to revive all the particulars in my me- 
mory ; I wilh them to flo^ for ever ; but it is im- 
poflible I ihoidd wholly forget what happened tn 
fome parts of Ireland^ wish very few and HiatX. in- 
termiflions, from the year 1761 to the year 1766, 
both inclufive. In a country of miferable police, 
paffing from the extremes of laxity to the extremes 
of rigour, among a neglected, and therefOTc difor- 
derly populace— if any difturbaoce or fcditkm, 
\- ■ from 



by Google 



StR HERCULES LAKGRISH£, M. P. 313 

£com'any grievance real or ima^nary, happened 
to arife, it was prefcntly perverted from its true 
nature, often mminal enous^ in itfelf to draw 
upon it a fevere appropriate punifliment ; it was 
metamorphoied into a confpiracy :^nil tbe ftate, 
and profecuted ^ fuch. Amqngft the catholicks, 
as being, by far, the mofl numerous and the moil 
wretched, all forts of offenders againft the laws 
iouft commonly befound. The punifhment of low 
people for the offences ufual among low people, 
would warrant no inference againft any defcrip- 
tions of religion or of politicks. Men of confi.jcr- 
ation from their age, their profeffion, or their cha- 
ladter; men of proprietary landed eftates, fubflan- 
tial tenters, opulent merchants, phyficians, and ti- 
tular biihpps, could not eafily be fufpeded of riot 
in open day, or of noiSurnal affemblies for the pur- 
pofe of pulling down hedges, making breaches in 
park walls, firing barns, maiming catUe, and out- 
rages of a fimilar nature, which charaderize the 
diforders of an .oppreffed or a licentious populace. 
put when the evidence given on the trial for fuch 
mifd^meanours, qualified them as overt a&a of 
high treafon, and when witneffes were found (fuch 
witneffes as they were) to depofe to the taking of 
oaths of allegiance by the rioters to the king of 
France, to thdr being paid by his money, and em- 
tiodied and exercifed under his officers, to over- 
turn the ftate for the purpofes of that potentate ; 
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in that cife, the rioters mi^t (if the witodaipas 
bdiived) be fuppofed only the troops, and ptirfootr 
more reputable, the leaders and commanders iq 
fuch a rebelKon. AH claffes in thc' obnojrioiis de* 
fcription, who could not be fiifpefted in the kMMf 
crime of riot, might be involved in ■ the odiuin, in 
the fuf[»cion, and fometimes in the puniflwiclit, 
of a higher and far more criminal fpecies <^ ofimc^ 
Thefe ptoceedin^ did not arife from any one "(tf 
the popery laws fince repealed, but frotn this cir- 
cumftancc, that when it anfwered the poTpofc* of 
an eleclion party, or a malevofent perfon of isfiu- 
ence to forge fuch plots, the people had no protec- 
tion. The peq[)le of that defcription have no hold 
on th<i g«itlemen who afpire to be popt^i" rtpK- 
fehtatives. Thfe candidates nather love, nor re? 
ipeiS, nor fear them, individually or colleifHvely. 
I do not think this evil (an evil aniongft a thou- 
fand others) at this day entirely over j for i coh- 
ecive I have lately feen fome indication ctf a dS^d^ 
fitimi perfefliy fimilar to the old One ; that Is-, tt 
difpofition to carry the imputation of crknes from 
perfons to defcriptions, and whoBy to after dw 
charadcr and quality of the offences thetnf^ves. ■ 
This univcrfal esdufion feems to me a feri6W4 
ervil — becaufe many collateral oppreffions, befides 
what I have juft now flated; have arifen from it. 
In things of this nature, it woidd not bfc ekberieafjf 
. or prc^KT to quote chapter and vet-fe; butT hava 

great 
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grtal rfeafon to beJfeve, pariiculatly fince the ooi 
tennial aft, that fcveral have refiifed at dH to let 
Ihfetr lands tp roman catliolicks ; becaufe it wofald 
fo far difable them from promoting fuch intercfts 
in counties as they were inclined to favour. They 
*ht) tonfider alfo the ftate of all forts of traded 
ffleoj fiibpkeepers, and particularly ptiblicans in 
towns, tnuft foon difcern the dlfedvantages under 
which thofc labour who have no votes. It cannot 
Ije otherwife', whilft the f^Hrit of elections, and the 
tendcilcles bf human nature continue as they are* 
If property beartificially feparated fromfranchife, 
the frttnchife muft in fome way or other, and ill 
feme j^oportion, naturally attract iM-operty to itt 
Many are the collateral difadvantages, Mnohgft a. 
privileged pco^t, which miift attend on thofe whd 
have no prlvil^s. 

Among the ridi each individual, with or with* 
out a franchife, is of importance ; the poor and 
the middling are ho otherwife fo, than as they ob* 
tain fome collective capacity, and can be aggregate 
td to Ibme corps. If l^al ways are not foundj U* 
legal will be reforted to; and feditious dubsand 
confederadfes, fuch as ho man living holds in great* 
er horror than I do, will grow and flourifii, itt 
fjrite, I am afraid, of any thing which can be done 
to prevent the evil. I-awful enjoyment is the 
fureft method to prevent unlawful gratificaliom 
Where there is piopcrty, tha:e will be Ie6 theft j 
where 
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whn% there is marriage, there will always be lel^ 
forntcationi 

I have 6id enough of the queftion of ftate, Oi it 
affects the people,merely as fuch. But it is compU- 
cated with a political queftion relative to religion, 
to which it is very neceffary I fliould iay fome- 
thing; becaufe the term PYoteJlant^ which you ap- 
ply, is too general for the conclufions which one of 
your accurate underftanding would With to draw 
from it J and becaufe a great deal of argument 
will depend on the ufe that is made of that term. 

It is not a fundamental part of the fettlement at 
the revolution, that the ftate fliould be proteftant 
without any qualification of the term. With a qua- 
Kfication it is unqueftionably true ; not in all its 
latitude. With the qualification, it was true before 
the revo'ution. Our predeceffors in leg^flation were 
not ib irrational (not to fay impious) as to form 
an cp^rofe ecclelaftical efiablifliment, uid even to 
render the ftate itfelf in fome degree fubfervient 
to it, when their rcKgion (if fuch it might be call- 
«1) was nothing but a mere negation cS fome other 
—without any pofitive idea rather of doftrine, 
difcipline, worfliip, or morals, in the fch'eme which 
they profeffed themfelves, and which they impofed 
upon others, even under penalties and incapacities 
— No! No ! ITiis never could have been done even 
by reafonabJe atheifts, They who think religion 
of no importance to the ftate have abandoned it 

. ta 
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to the confdence, or caprice of the individual ; 
they make no provifion for it whatfoever, but 
leave every club to mdke, or not, a voluntary coim 
tribution towards its fuf^rt, according to theu? 
fencies. This would-be confiftent. The other al- 
ways appeared to me to be a monfter of contradic- 
tion and abfurdity. It was for that reafon, that) 
fome years ago I ftrenuoufly oppofcd the ^dergy 
»rho petitioned, to the number of about three 
hun(ked, to be freed from the fubfcrij>tion to. the 
thirty-nine articles, without propofing.to fubftitute 
any other in their place. There never has been a 
reKgion of the ftate (the few years of the parlia- 
ment only excepted) but that of the ep/copal cburck 
of England; the epifcopal church of Eng^d, be- 
fore the reformation, connected with the, fee o£ 
Rome, fince then, difconnetfled and protefting 
againft fome of her doctrines, and againft the whole 
of her authority, as binding in our national church; 
nor did the fundamental laws of this kingdom (ia 
Ireland it has been the lame) ever know, at any 
period, any other church as an objefl of eflablijb: 
ment; or in tliat light, any other proteAant reli- 
gion. Nay our proteftant toleration itfelf at the re-r 
volution, and until within a few years, required a 
fignature of thirty-fix, and a part of . the thirty- 
feventh, out of the thirty-nine articles. So little 
idea had they at the revolution of ejlablijhmg pro- 
tefiantlfm indefinitely, that they did not inde- 
fiiutely 
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^lutdy toierate it under that nstne, I do opt meSQ 
to praiie that firictfie&a where nothing more that) 
merely reHgious toleration is cdncern^^. Tol^a^ 
tion bdng a part of moral and political p^fkec^, 
eught tobe tender and large. A tolerant goye^-t 
xnent onght not to be too fcrupuloqs ia its ipve^ 
tigations; hut may bear yrithout blame, qo^ qn^f 
'Very ill-grounded dodrines, but eVen many thin^ 
that are pofitivcly -Bices, where they are adulfq ef 
fravaiida. The good of the commonwealth is th^ 
rule which rides over the reftj and to this eref^ 
ether mui^ completely fubmiti 
- The chnrch of Scotland knov^ aa little of pro* 
trflantifni undefined, as the church of England an4 
Irdand do. She has by the articles of unicui fcs 
cured to herfelf the perpetual eftabliQiment of |^ 
^mfej^n of Faith, and the prejbyterian phnrch g9r 
vernment. In England, even during the trpuble4 
interregnum, it was not thought fit to eft^hUlh 4 
aeg'ijft'w religion ; but the parliament fctUed tht 
prsjbyterian, as the churcll difcipHne ; the Hireilufy, 
as the rule of publick warjhi^ ; and the W^.siinfisr 
eatechifin, as the inftitu^ie oi faith. This ifi to. i^ew« 
that at no time was the proteftaqt rdigion u«^ 

fined, eftablWhed here, op any -where elfe, as I ba- 
Keve. lam fure that when the three reli^cHis 
Were eftabKAied in Germany, tiey ware esprefsly 

. charaifterized- and 'dofeFed ta be the BvmgsUfk, 
the R^hnn$d, anjl iiit.eatbqi(A-y each of wbtpH h^ 
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.-its confeffiofi of feith, qnd Ib ftjttM ^c^li'p^? fo 
that ypu.ri«}ays may know the b^ft Mid the wwft 
of them,.tp enable you to;(Tiake th6 in<^ of What 
4s,gC!0d, itnd. to cprred or to qu^lifyj or tOi guyed 
Sg^nft whatever may fcem «X>1;0' dang*rousj 
- -. : As- to. the c<«^Miatioa oath, ftO'iii^^Iwh ytiu allud^, 
ju 0[^o§te to admitting a roman qitholick ta the 
.^rfe ef atiy firanchiie whatibever, il sapitot thuife 
that the king would be peijured if he ga,VQ. his 
affent to any regulation whiqh parliament might 
t^ink fit to make, with regard to that afiair. - The 
kingis boand by law, as dearly fpecified in ifeveral 
acts of parliament, to be in communibn with the 
church of England. It is a part of the tenure 
•by which he holds his crown f and though no pro- 
-Vifion was made till the revi^ution, which could be 
■called pofitiye and valid in law, to afcert^n this 
great principle; I have always confidered it as in 
fact fundamental, that the king of England fliould 
be of the chriiHan religion, according to the na- 
•ItippaJ. Ipgal-church for tJiiS time being. I conceive 
M was fc before the reformation. Since the refiar- 
ijnation it became doubly neceffary ; becaufe the 
king is the head of that church ; in fome ibrt an 
,«cclefiaftical perfon ; and it would be incongruous * 
,9nd abfurdt to have the head of the church of one 
jatth, and the mefflbers of aiioCber. The king may 
4)tbfrit the crown as a frote^ani, but he cannot beiti 
it aecorduig.to law, without being a proteibnt of 
ite church of England, 
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Before we take it for granted, that the king ^s 
bound by his coronation oath, not to admit any 
of his catholick fubjeifls to the rights attd liberties, 

'which ouglit to belong to them as Eng^fem^ 
(not as religionififi) or to fettle the conditions* 

tproportitms of fuch admiffion by an aft of parlia- 
ment, I -wtth you to place before your- eyes that 
bath itfetf, as it is fettled in the A&, oB William and 
Mary. . ' ■ . , . ' t 

** Will you to the utmoil: of your power mwri- 

1 " ■ a ■ '■ 3" 

*' tun-T-^The laws of God, the true prpf^flioii of the 

** go^jcl-^and the proteftant reformed reli^o'n as 

5 - 
." it.is e/iablijhed iji taw. — And wijl you' preferre 
.*• unto bijhopt and clergy, and the churches coiQ- 
*' mitted to tbeir charge^ all fuch rights and pri- 
** vileges as by law do» or fliall appertain to thejn, 
*' or any of them. — AH this I prpmife to do." . , 
Here are the coronation engagements df the 
king. In them I do not find one word to pre- 
clude his majdiy from confenting to any arrange- 
:ment which parliament may make with regard to 
.the civil privileges of any part of his fubjefts. 

It may not be amils, on account of the light 
which it will throw on this difeuflion, to lodk -a 
"little more narrowly intp the matter of that oiti 
— ^in order to difcovcr" how far it has hitherto ope- 
rated, or. how for in fiiture it ought to'^topftratlB, ■ 
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'^'alantolant firabeBiftb^ bf ihctchswiiianiifsf 

be<v>i^ftid ^lA.thrktfig'iiar.ehgaged hs^fappdsb 
the pratiefi&at ckncclT'ofiEn^liaiid, inth^^ioo iHii^f 
iinbivin:#bidiJbi3e&Ijl3lbxiljb^! law-/' ,/£lrS^'.ithtt 
Vi^ finals -iieiMuffi i{iasnt3ia'k)Itlie:^titi<sil-jo£ hdsi 

ikt nafiuBl oiorU:San^>^4-3QQ}bdly^.!it. fweaTs.'lA 
Msintiili iVi the. firvsipVb&fioa dirtlii^^pcL''::St* 

** protefynt tefbmiel rcl%iOTi."' .Ttia iea%fft9.-ind 
liu-'poivtt of fi^poftiibn or icMijai^tuiSiifoil'iiiat 
^rwdflattbirdTSTie^'t^i^nis dcBnod and defiLt^.4 
elyUf *ha feh&^^iwdJds^M dftafcljikea by lav<'* 
st]i£ in sMs Idfiatice la de£ae. It hefxyxtd ail.'pblBbi^ 
j^;o£dpiih.tv bd:f< Bvteiis to inaiatafn th^ failh^ 
fiJttfA derg^', ihdiheohurohce camii^ttcd totb^ 
ff charge/' in tReIr Hghts, pnefdataodjibtiiEe.' -i,: 
ThcmUuLsofechially pirveiit3-'th(! king ftdai 
^oi^S '^^T i^"V^ ^^ pi'ejudi(;B*(if^t chTtrdtid 
^vpur bf-ffAUrissj jeWc, ■Mahottii^CEuiST or pUSp 
-aiRcnitc!i^:Uifidels4.aBif heihoUId do'tjis'laine iluog 
' i&'iltiiurbf.'tbjcathiilioks. txm will iobt that ittt 
•^Cf&ifis'pEOtsfi^nt diinxti,-{b^e£ci-ibiHl,'thBt :d» 
•Ung is to mainiaqiahd cbciiAuni^urwftht agcord- 
-Ifi^ t9 1^ oci a6ietdtiment ofthsiithatid i3tlidf 
'^WlUioiA.i^.'s Ibeaa of the 5Ch.o£;.ftnne, madsin 
flprofpba'Of Uat^imidi^ iveQtidod,><-iAh ifi: for &■ 
X'-ybju. VI. Y " curing 
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*' cormg the duurh of £p{^d a$ by law eftab* ; 
** liflied." It meaot to guard the cfaarch tn^di^ 
dtly agzioft any other mode of protcftant rd^on' 
which might cre^ in by means of the union. Jt 
proves beyond all doubt, that the legiflatui^e did 
sot mean to giiardthe church on one part only, 
and to leave it defencdefs and expo&diqxm every 
Other. This chordi, in that ad, u decbred to be 
** fiuidamental and eflential" for ever, in tht con^ 
fiitution of the united Idngdom, fo far as Eng^lancl 
tt concerned; and I fuppofe as the law (lands, even 
fince the independente* it is fo in Irdand. 
■ All this ihevs, that the reli^on which the king is 
bound to muntain, has a pofitive part in it as weU 
as a native ; and that the pofitive part of it (io 
which we are in perfed agreement with the catho- 
ficks and with the church of Scotland) is infinitdjr 
the mofl: valuable andcflential. Such an agree- 
ment we had with proteftant cUfifenters in Eng- 
land, of thofe defcriptions who came undor the to* 
leration ad o£ king William land queen Mary; an 
a& coeval with the rtfvolution ; and which ought, 
pn the principles of the gentlemen who qipctfe the 
irdief to the cathdicks, to have been hdd lacred 
and-unalterable. Whether we agree with the pre* 
•fentproteftant diiTenters in the points at the revo- 
•lution held eflential and fundamental atnoug chiit 
itians, or in any other fundamental, at pcieftnt it is 
'imp(^Ue.for u$ to knov ; becaiiftt afrtibdr mm 
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Tei7«anieft dcfini, we have tepeated d^ tolora^ 
tk>n aft of William and Maryj and difeharged 
^hcm irom th« fignatur^ tequkeU by that A& • and 
becauie, £3r th£ &r gf&ater part, they pubUdkly 
declare againft all manner df confflflSons of iiitfa] 
even the eo^/Sn^ 

' Fo^ reafons foidiAi eiMtigh at itll tifti^s, bbt it 
tills time particularly fordUe with me, 1 dwdl a 
itttle the longer upon this mattci', and t^ th$ 
more pains, to put us both in mind that it 'WU 
not fettled at the reV(>lution> that the ftatd &oald 
lie proteftant, in the latitude of the term, but in l 
deEned and United fenfeonly, attd that, in that 
£eD& finly,' the king is fwom to m^ntdin it. To 
iu{^K^e that the king has IWom with his utmdft 
]iower to maintain whit it ii wholly out of hit 
I»wef to (fifcover; or which, if he could difcefver; 
lie mij^t dtfbover-m confifl of things dli-eftly cOfat 
mdidory to each other, fome of them perhaps im> 
{BOOS, blafphemous, and fedidous upoh prindplt^ 
would be not only a grbis, but a moft thifchievouft 
al^infity. Ifmerediflentfromthecfiut-chof Romfe 
be a merit. He that diflents the moft perfedly is the 
moftmcritorioiu. Inxnanyfnintsweholdftrohgly 
with diat chorcfa. He that diflents throughout 
mth that church will dlflent with the church of 
£ngland, and then it will be a part of his merit 
ftliatibe^Beafs withourii^es:— a whimfical ^e- 
des .of TDfitit for any iet of men ta eftaWiih. Wfe 
t:.. Y 2 quarrd 
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tji»t wB ftre (!<); ch^Hh. U pfir fejfojwtboft yiftm*^ 
fbril withrB! Ill .noUitagj .b«a^ii!.w^lft-til«iy;d0^ 
fpife ourfelves, they abhor even Bitfrethaii.Wo^f 
titale.^li.w|ioa) w«'bavie fbftHf dUtgreaoffinf* i A 
si^ 15 certainly U»e iwHl ^erfo^ pivteftftnUivhO 
pTotefe iigwoft.Ujeyfhotechriftnin-rtrdyjgtoii. Wkitj 
tl»r s'pfrfijn!; hfkvUg.^ cbsiftiafi. lejigiwj bc-A 
titk C6 &irdur; in eiccjitfidn.toihe ^argdl .deEcvlpi 
tiod of <;hnftian$ who ibt))d aU Uire ^in&svna «( 
fhriAiitnity,tt«>i*gh holdittg stfc^iwith tbp»i(»>9ft 
«iror9;tiaid fortie fi^ei^ivittei^ >» MtJMtf i^WtM <)i<^ 
*iy TOa» *ivA0.ha9 not becOBwjjtecflaaiit.«ndi^a!l& 
JMeirqm-his b»ptUin..witi, i bdicWkdiocfcitft-rfr 

ttoverfy t6 tJi^f ijegsrive religif», JBda^, ^ ^ 
gr^es, «ncowtig6. Ilght.add wlthidkavg^^c^ to;* 
jG0t^ ^dtHer^cetd every thing pofidw in onMf 
lera rf dUftrinoj and, in the end, of praflfiiffl to*. 
Jfcemt3oTicdj.it wtmU pliry the game of -tiftffin* 
srta&we, '{m^dytizing, and perfeaitihg adieifniiv 
^wMch isl the jdHgracej snd caJamity ofTbor-tSimv 
And wMdLwe-feetoiiae-ascnpaUs offubvtxtih^ a 
'^tfermtieiiii, as any. mode dm be, of iBB^;iuded 
^talfaf betterthings. ' '.-•.■- ^ . 

.o.KD»'let:ua.^riy:&e ivhatcourie hn beeaAlkMi 
:n£itlvd tDtho&,- K^ttoA. «lujlB, in part at terft^ 
ivu' i' the 
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lairing hasfiivorn to miintaia- ^'chnrfj^ fofiAA 
At Us daSrhv •aitdht.tUfaplind. The fivftthmgidntn^ 
tfwn-v^iuai the oath: was fie^iittiie'mGnitk.o£jthf 
ibnreignsy was Ixr gi,'ve.a toleralxDn tx) pifoteftdot 
llifiaifiicrH, u'l&G/i deiirinei tidy 'afcftiiHaai.. Jia'& 
Aa m^te civH prtvU<^ca.whlcfc ,the idi&Biers lieU 
as fubjeds:beliaTc.Uie T^rdntiQii^'titeiGs'wiew nbc 
tondcd: at alL ' The* kvis. !hzv£.fiiky perjnitfed, 
iDa:qiufificition for all (d&Qe^''to.' iuch.idificrift- 
cra, oa dos^nut^ ^iin^inv^f a; thing i IniliEve'&v- 
gVbrt.wfaerq.tefta.sra adouttcdt' 'Ths"a^vcdUed 
-tleTdlA&^etf, is, with 'regard to'thQin»|^Qwn 
Id 'bc:h^cdt^ 1117: dung morBthia.a dead ;^^tlMf* 
Vfhiateret Uta <li%ittcn ceafe by tji^r coodv^ U> 
gjvoany alyimtotibe government,. Id church sb4 
fiaU, i -tiinki it wfry prcdiabls that, evm this .irnife- 
ftcr, sather dl%itAfal thBn inconvenimii to then, 
B^^ DsxDOTed, or atUai^ £9 modified as to dif- 
tingbifii the qtidficatipJi..to tfaoie i^ces .'wtpch 
toiBf JB^ t&B'^M^f ^o"* ^^^3 vwludi - are -imreiy 
v^raouMtaii iorthn fofiie ether, ind better tefijs 
ina^te^t bii^r-pljics.- 'v-..,-.' /i 

'Sp^;qs.'t»\EiigI9nd. ' Itiln^faqdyou^avaentif- 
ni^ Us.' WithowG, -waiting 'folr'aik1£n^iiOi exainfS^f 
ifoii-hovptotihyi %nd 'Without <a»^ -modificaiian 
>a4utfo0«c:r, r«^le4'the t8&;ai to pwlleftaKC'dif- 
fintSers^ Hoc hawing tlie repeaBng: ^Jby mei.^ 
•<Tugftc-not ibiaif^ofidttlythxt (honi? no cbc^ 
tioKin it} ixt if if ^ whati'tof^xjlit' itJa^'yoiL 
y 3 know 
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4kiiow very «dl» that a Jew in nlijpAn, Or « MiAOe 
,metan, or even apubHcky declared atie^, and bN^ 
^hemext is pa&dly qualified to be lord lieutenant, 
H locd juitice, or even keeper of the Ipng's coor. 
&ience; and by virt}ie o£ his office ^ «^th ytm k 
ibe as it is 'vnth us) adminiflrator to a gixat put of 
the ecdefiaftjcal patronage of the crown. 
; Nov 1^ w deal a little ^icly. We nuift: adnut^ 
-dut proteflant diflent vas one <tf the quarter^ from 
ysrhUik danger was a[^cehended at the lewiutioa^ 
and againft ^ich a part of the coronatifHi oadi 
-was peculiarly dire^xd. By this unquaHfied to- 
•ptnl, yov oert^nly did not meai\^ to deny: that it 
ims the duty d ^e crown to prderre the churdh 
^againfk ppte&uit difleoteni; or taking this to bc;. 
the true fepfe of the twQ revplution a£ls of , king 
("Williaoii, ;Lnd qf the previous and iqb&quent unto* 
a&s o£: queen 4nnc» you did npt dedane by tibk 
4noft unqualified repeal, by wluch you biokedown 
^ the b^riers, |iot invented, indeed, but c^^vfidly 
.preferyed at the ixvc^ution ; you did not then and 
by that proceeding declare, that you ha^ adio&d 
die Jdng to perjttfy toward* Ood.. and perfidy to- 
.wards ^e church. ' No ! iar, yery£u from it I you 
isever would li^ve done it, ^yop cUd notddnk it 
could be ditne irit^|terfe^ j;;^>(>fe to theToyal coiu 
iqence, and ^fe^ Uidff t9^ tb<; national aftaU 
l^fbed rdigion' You did this ^po^ » Ml coafiderw 
atip9 o£ the drcUB^flances of yov tooi^try. Now. 

■■'■r—-- ,- '■ ■ ': ■■ if 
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if drcumfttnces required it^ why fliould it be con- 
trary to the king's oath, his parliament judging 
on thofe drcumftances, to reftore to his catholick 
peqile, in fuch meafure, and with fuch mocGfieZ' 
tions as the publick wifdom ihall thing proper to 
^AA^fome part in thefe frandules which they fat- 
merly Iiad held without any Umitation at all, 
and which* upon no fort of Urgent reafon at tht 
time, they were deprived of? If fuch means can' 
with any probabihty be ihewn, from circumftances, 
rather to add ftrength to our mixed ecclefiafiical 
and fecular confiitution, than to weaken it ; fiirely 
they are means infinitely to be preferred to penal- 
ties, incapadties, tud profcriptions continued fron^ 
generation to generation. They are perfedly con- 
fiftent with the other parts of the coronation oath, 
in which the king fwears to maintain ** the laws 
« of God and the true pro&ffion of the gofpel, and 
** to govern the pe<^ according tO' the ftatutes 
" in parliament agreed upon, and the laws and 
** cuftoms of die realm." In confenting to fuch 
% ftatute, the crown would a£t at leafi as agreeable 
to the laws of Godi and to the true profeflion of 
the gofpel, and to the laws and cufloms o£ the 
kingdom, as George I. did «^«n he ftafled the fta<^ 
tute which took from the body oi the peoplej 
every thing which, to that h<nir, and even i^er 
the BHmflrous ads of the sd and 8th oS Awie^ 
(the ot^e^b of our common hatred) they fliU oii* 
joyed inviolate. 

L, ,z,;i.,C00gIC 



-ilfais Jidifl «o ii^oguifli.Hltfc tti« .bft 4«gfefl of 

sen. .Hoy'SWT.dWM i»,a,diftiBflion bavcw rtciB 
aBthtiriufld, by;Uxe wliter^, onjurifprft<IepC5k a^4 
VEognpyi)^ iaibpie «f mir.ftatptes, ■ I 44pi.lt ^h? 
aSft of. king Willwm wA imt*" 4»« to he (vnil». 

pwl^jbttt.thty^ra lJOt^e^j(/)(.fijnd4in|En,tal4*wa, 

"L*i(« »»4 fro? »ftftw.i>m. by thq juilgmMisof % 
fj:tiKifiv tir tie laM of tie Vfi," (.mmiif%:<:\^v)if 
taiktme- proved cnme ttie44n«i.4fUu4gtd) I v^ 
t» be f/»'l(4»MW«/ W.' Nqwi i*lwig)s tji^mjg, 
u chatta, ttc Can* if the ftaliitc;.«j)aj)i«ljwg iiii 
pnmiiie-tiuttflvlt %»> ;lh;A. t« .I»«r|ietv4, .^^ a4 
i^iiuoifjiMnou^ M it ili»ll ba vt})tlt ye^ .Ijc^naQft 
g» ft) &» M .ta jkujf; tlos MHiwjty <* flatiiws B»4g 
■kdi;SjiiKx <if.iingc»:ctiiwt4 UK) jJ) it» niiKiB!^, 

'B]i9-ii(lM«mr I wiU;lay» Ui«( it i^ % very v^A«r«^o 
bvi made by -uny wiJ^ 3pd U^u^d m^s ai^ ;|)a» 
ibs.legillwufis'ia tUr auemix j;ft perpWMStf i«< 
, eMu jguatt tbe;a«t(>flfity of, Wwpe p>rli»iB«iW< 

»3VflvflBTOl.flK>nj«4gg|f;»t.thWfiliS/««il'»#r^/( 

•ilrtlic fime gieutod*. »»dini|ke, fmite p^pjjbt t^ 
tki tdb (l£ thf afthof Ajue !i>sj:(»(idswt. w4 
d^ducd the gftaUiftiiKht ,«f tiie..(li«r{^' (>(, Efigi 
lwj<btobcf(u»dam«»t»l. f|[agn»:^asta^ 9^^ i^ 
pwa* tVjfafeiisiifeino;tbf f»l|j*ft%.r<pird!d tl« 
?i^ iof 'Aie4Mile!i^'io'Kauatw)-ia'HM^«fa.<f 
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fiandameotal jK^t of tb^ eon^tHtuMi, ^J.^^tB^h» 
Ulhment of the -ckurch of .flog^nd wap «)u>v$hft 
either jK:tha6thw, ^r ^ th? {i;^ of kblg Wiltiwi, 
or in the aftof queen-Anije.-' ■: - ■ ■ .- 

The charcRiiKn, who )fs4- lp tlut tr&nfa^on, 
certainlytDok care of the m^erUl tntdreft of.MFhich 
they were tha natural guar<^p6. It is the trft ax* 
tifl^of ni»gaa.chana, " that the church of England 
« ihallbe:fr€e»"&c.&c. Bwtatthatfwiiodchurchi 
loeofaRd IjiaKl^tABd-kiiighWifviQkcare of the fran* 
cbi£b ^d free cvftoOK. of. tite- people .too- Xhofit 
&a«chi&s ^e pact of the c^f^jHttioo It^, aildin- 
i^rablefrom if. It-woijldbeaVeryftntnge thing 
U th^a:'lhQukl »et,only q^^ anom^es in our 
kw3,a ttuvg'not ealy-' to: "prrvewt,- hut, that this 
^^Bdpp1Wtt^ - parts of : the -ecnfttt vtion ' fiui^d bd 
jwrpptuatiy and in:ec<Mreileabiy at variance ivith 
cath other. Icauoot pOTfu»de.piyfeKtb»t'the:Iow* 
^s of 9ur churc^ a^q BOt ?s ablo to £pd ofibihut 
yvTc^ o4 rcGoncitipig its fafety -yl^th tUe Iraftdiyea 
of th&geqplp, as the ea^kfiafticfcs-ictf the b^tsHxth 
^eotury ■^exe able to^do } I cannet eonoriv? honr 
apy-,thii^ worfe can be'f^id <rf t^priHcfttttttre* 
UgtoB of'the church of ^qg^d thVn this, thsub 
wiiw«y*r i( is judged pro^ <o g»v« it a leg4 
^lU^^M^mcnt, i|t b^ooMa necfflaiy to df prive the 
body pfthftpeople^if they a^Weto.thdr^dd'opi^ 
nfpnss 0^^' tbieii^ Uberti^ and^f^.all th<ii^-firee-«Hfi 
" t9«iiik"'^4 oo <^uc« -th^m ,«ft.-4: late of ^kkI 
fevStude, 
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- rniere is no man on earttt, I beSeve, more will' 
ii^than I am, toby it down ts a fundamcDtal of 
the-cooftitudon, tkat the clnirch of England Ihould 
be united and even identified with it : but allow- 
ing this, I cannot allow that all lawi of repdation, 
made from time to time, in fupport of that funda- 
mental law, are, of courfe, equally fun^mental 
and equally unchangeable. This would be to con- 
found all the branches of legiflation and of jurif- 
prudence. — ^The cnvm and the peifonal £i£ety <^ 
the monarch are JUndamenials in our ccmftitution : 
yet, I ht^ that no man regrets, that the rabWe d 
ftatutes got together during the reign of Henry 
liie Eighth, by which t|%%fons are multiplied with 
£>.proUfick an energy, have been all repealed in a 
bodyt although they were all, or moft of them, 
made in iupport of things truly fundamental' in 
our conftitution. So were feveral of the a£b by 
which tile crown exercifed its fupremacy ; fuch as 
the aft of Elizabeth i<yc making the high eammfftm 
tourtSi and the like ; as well aa things made trea- 
fon in the tkne of Charles U. None of this fpedes 
cS/eetttdarf andfubjidiary lavbs have been held fun- 
damental. They have yielded to circumfiances: 
particularly where they were thought, even in 
their confequences, or obliquely, to 2fk& other 
fundamentals. How much more, certainly, ought 
they to give way, when, as in our c;^, they alfeft, 
nofc JwK and there, in bmie particular point, or iq 

thw 



by Google 



jBIK. BBKCOLES LANO&UHB, M. P. %^t 

tKdr cen&qneiice, but umTcriiiltya cdfeAiTdy, and 
dir«^> tb« fundamencd frandiUies of a people 
equal to the wbole inhabitants of Hsvcni reQ>ed> 
able Idngdoms and ftates ; equal to the fut^efb of 
the kings of SanUnia ch- of Denmark ; eqoal tt> 
thofe of the United Netherlands; and more than 
are to be ftmnd in all the ftates of Switzeriand. 
This way of pri^silnng men fay whc^ nations, at 
it were, from all the benefits of the confiitution to 
which they were bom, I never can believe to be 
pcditkik or expedient, much leis neceflary for the 
Bxiftaice <tf any fiate or church in the wotld. 
Whenever I ihall be convinced, vbixii vtiSi be late 
and reludantiyi that the ia&ty (^ the church is 
utterly inonfifient urith all the dvil rights what* 
foever of the &f larger part of the inhaUtants of 
our ccfUDbry, I fliall be cxtiemdy forry for it; be<: 
caufe I Ihall ddnk the church to be truly in dan- 
ger. It is putting tlungs into the pofition of an 
u^ alternative, into which, I hope in Ood, they 
never will be put. 

I hav^fidd moft <tf what occurs to me on the to> 
jAcks ytni tpuch iq>on, relative t6 the rel^on of 
the king, and his coronation oath. I jhallconchids 
the obferyations vluich I wifbed to iiibmit to yon 
on tlus point, by affiuang you, that ! think yon 
the moft remote that can be concaved from the 
l^utafAyfidans of our times, who are the moSt 
^f^olifii of men, and who, dea£ng in univerlals and 
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cfibuxix, tit Sbo di&rcncc betwtotmoiwmd lela) 
ial4 who ofceuricvmild dimfc thit tbs reafbir of 
the law ^hichobligad titt khtg toU it bommiuu* 
cant of the chvitfa qif En^^brnd^^^iraald be as vaHd 
to bxi^udc a catbolick from Mh^ ah exci&han, 
or to ds{^ivB a mm wholiai five huhdiisd a yat^ 
jinder that ddicription, froni Totii%bn-^f)armtk 
aJadifiious ptotoftant difibotingicediolderttf fiorcy 
flnllu^ ■ ' ;.. 1 - ■./•■■ 

, Rccolkfi, my daar feiehd, thic itnras a finiilat 
aaimtal prindfdc m tke French monareby, «I^ft 
it fiood, that the ibcc fliould be cathoHok^ )«t the 
edi£l of Naotz garve, not a iuU-ecdefiiftual, bilt'i 
complete dvil £^abiijh»ieatt vitb places of -which 
only tbejf were capaUe, to the ohinifts of France^ 
kad there were -^etf Sew em^o^mtrxbi- ilidttd of 
which they were bat capabk. I'llbd ^oAi pratfed 
the cardinal de Rididicu^who.tooi:^^ firiUoppa:*- 
tmiiky to fltip then of tiicix^ftntifie^ F^^^s and 
^Mtiqiiary towos. TJie £ttna world bddiarid ^bu 
hold in execration (fo far as that.^i^iHi&'is ocai<- 
atndiyths jneniory ofLouIithc FdbntJt^pn^, Cor 
tte'totalrqieiiafthat&SKmntbfoofii&^'tkni^'tlif 
talk of ^ fuiidftiDOital ^u^e&abltlHcid:iKUgiaA,xb- 
*f.J^gion of tfaeprincOf.&fctylidxJici'ftatie^^.&K. iax 
mf t&on as largely- lirld;, and with,as:bifGai!A so- 
94Tal.<tf the aotmo&ies ^ thtt^iiroca^n^btiia dui^ 
&lgiih«.ftrttggl«'bet^vfi«ittlwpaib«^iSii^ilbc(f 
bM WJD Jl«l»StfS. - . ' ."' ,1 ? i: lo xiiiK't 
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.P<rh>pf(<iitfk~^3MpeiibMYdia thank thaA ^ 
£ane ns^i^\d4e9.not hdd.wfaeni the MUgiotasrcI 
lRti(Mmf:thfi (9V«re^ wkI iEvl^£^ is cbangttd; bol 
thej ^W li^yti tlieir iltopiuU of faJTc wdgbu and 
«Kaitur«8k iBid wjio ipi^ae thaic tbe addbg dt 
ttktng :irmky' the nune: of Prot^buit or Papift* 
ffuxlt^iorC&ibetiine, alters, all the princ^lcs of 
cquixy^polic}') an(l prudence, leaTe us no con^ixiii 
data i^nii wIiKh yrc can reafon. I therefore i»a& 
b^ all this, which An you will make no ijnprelSon, 
to cMDc tia.'wiiat &ems to be a'feridus'Confidera- 
thm in your mind; I mean the dread you esqirefs 
ctf ^ rcrsrriiig, ibr the- purpole of altering, the 
" prnc^a ^iht Tevobt^m" Hus i«an intcreffihg 
topkk) ea wiiich I:viU,-->9 fally asyourlofurc 
and mine patoihs, lay be£oce you the ideas I have 
&rmed. ' " . 

I^rft, t cannot paflHdy. confomid iii my mind d 
^e thimgt which were done at thp r^oluti<H^ 
with die frioe^t of the revcdution. As in moft 
great choi^^, many things were donfc (ftoai the 
necaffides.af the time, well or all undorftpod, from 
pafjum or &om .vengeance, which were not only^ 
aot perfis^ agreeahde to-'its principles, but in the 
moft (^e^ ccmtradidion to them. I ih^ not 
think that the da^vtitun of feme miiiom-efpet^kif 
jili tb^figbtt ^citi%tnt, and allintereji'intbe eon/ii- 
■ tutian^ in asd^t^tobicb ihay werthorn, was a thing 
«onformable.to the detiartd frindfiet vf the rewo- 
' Itttion. 
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hdon. Hui 1 am &re is true rdadMf to lap 
had (where the operation of tfaefe anH-fritu^Ut 
cotnpaTatively were of fittk extent) and feme of 
onr late laws, in repealing ads made jmmcdiatety 
after the resolution, admit that fome things thea 
done were not done in the true ^cit c£ the rervo* 
hitioQ. But the revolution operated diArendf in 
En^and and Ireland, in many, and thefe eSen^ 
tial particulars. Suppofiag the principles to hive 
been altogether the fame in both kingdoms, by the 
q^dicatttHi of thQfeprinci[to to very cBffivcnt ob^ 
je£b, the whole fpirit <£ the fyftem was changed, 
not to lay rererfed. InEn^anditwasthefiruggle 
of the ff-ea body of the people for the eftaMflunent 
of their Uberdes, againft the eflSuts d a. "^ay/malt 
fuBitn, who would have opprefiiKl tikem. In Ire* 
land it was the eftal^lhment of the power of the 
finalkr number, at the eiqtence of tix dvil liber- 
ties add ^(^lerties of the far greater part; and at 
the expence of the ptditical liberties .of the.wholfi 
It was, to fay the truth, not a revdution, but a 
conqveft ; which ie not to &y a great deal in in 
&vour. To ioM on every thing done in Irdand 
at the revolution, would be to iniift on the fevoe 
and jealous pc^cy of a conqueror, in the crude 
fettlement of his new acquiiltion, as a ptnmmta 
rule for its future government. This, no powiov 
pa no country that ever i heard <tf, ' has done or 
prolefifed to do— except in Irdand; Where, it is 
dwe. 
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d(Hie,'aod poffiUy by fome people ^vill be proieffal. 
lime has, by degrees, in all other piacta $iXd- pe-: 
riods, blended and coalited the conquered with' 
the conquerors. So^ after fome time, and after 
one of the mofi rigid conquefts that we re^d of in 
hifiory, the Normans, foftened into the EngUih. I 
wiih you to turn your recollecUon to the fine fpeech 
of Cerealis to the Gauls, xxade to difliude them 
from revolt. Speaking of the Romans, — " Not 
** quamvis toties lacefliti, jure vijflorisc id folum 
i* vobis addidimus, quo paeon ttietemur; nam ne- 
** que quies gentium fine armis; neque arma fine 
" ftipendiis ; neque JHpendia fine tributis, haben 
•* queant. Catera in communi Jita funt : ipli plerum- 
•* que noftris exerdtibus^r<i/(i^«.- ipfi has aUaf- 
** que provincias rrgitis: nil feperatum clau/vntv^— 
** Prtrinde paccm et urbem, quam vi^iorei vi^Hqm 
*' eodaa jure obtinemus^ amate, colite." You wiH 
confider, whether the arguments ufed by that Hxh 
man to-thefe Gauls, would apply to the cafe in 
Ireland} and whether you could ufe fo plaufil^ a 
preamble to any fevere warning you might think 
it proper to hold out to thofe who ihould refbrt 
to fedition inftead of fupplication> to obtun any 
objed: that they may purfue with the governing 
power* 

Feu: a much longer period than that which had 
fiifficed to blend the Romans with the nation U> 
which of aii others they wece the m<^ adverfe, 

the 
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tHe prcdcftaau iettied iq iroiand, conSdcf cd tlmiiu 
filves ia aootha- light than that of i fort of aco- 
Iftiial girrilbn, to keep the natives in ful^e^on to 
tbe otb^ fiate of Great Britain. The vviwle fpi" 
Ht of ttiereV(4xtiS(Hi in Iiielar.d, was that of not the 
ftiildefl conqua-M*. In truths the i{Hrit <tf thbfe 
^oceedings did not citmtnence at that xra, nor 
Waa religion of ttny kind theh: primary ot^eft.- 
What was done,, was not in the fpirit of a contcfi: 
between two religious ,faitions;' but between two 
adverfe nations. Ttut Aatutes of iUkeimy Hkw, 
that tite fpirit of the popery laws, and ibmeevea 
of their aidual pDnifions, as a^^cd .between .Eitg' 
lifhry and Irifhry, had e:»iled in that harajkd coun^ 
try before the words proteftant and p^ft.were 
heard of in the wmld. If we read 'baron Fii^aa, 
Spenfer, and Sir John Davii, we cannot mi&'the 
true genius and policy of the EngBfli government 
th^re before the revolution, as well as during the 
Ttrhole reign of queen Elizabeth. Sir John Davin 
boalU of the bene&ra received by the natives, ^ff 
extending to than the En^ifii hiw, and turning 
the whole Idn^om into ihtre gt-onnd. fitut the 
appearance «f things ikaxt was (Ranged. The ari- 
ginal fch^nie Hs-as never deviated fKnn- for a fin|^ 
hour. Unheard-of confifcations were made in '<^ 
'ntttherh pirts, upon grounds-of plots and osiilpi- 
>t^des, nevier: proved apon their fiij^fed aathoik. 
"Ilie-war isf <hlcakiK:focc(«kd xja-tL^mm. dkvm& 

and 
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dlid of ho{tiI<: fta'tutes ; and a regular fenes of op&- 
tations was carried on, panicularly from Chi- 
chefter's time, in the ordinary courts of jiiftice, 
and by fpedal cammi£Sons and i'nquifitions ; firft^ 
under pretence of tenures, and then of titles in the 
Crown, for the purpofe of the total extirpation of 
the intereft of the natives in their own foil— until 
this fpedes of fubtle ravage, being carried to the 
laft excels of oppreffion and infolence under lord 
Strafford, it kindled the flames of that rebellion 
which broke out in 1641. By the ii^c- of that 
War, by the turn which the earl of Clarendon ^ve 
to tlungs at the trfloration» and by the total .re^ 
duftion of the kingdom of Ireland in 1691, the 
ruin of thA native Irifli, and in a great meafure 
too, of the firft races 6( the Englifli, was comr 
pletely accomplifhed. The new Englifli intereft 
Was fetded with as folid a liability as any thing in 
human affairs can look fon All the penal laws of 
that unparalleled code of oppreffion, which wer^ 
tnad6 after the laft event, were manifeftly the ef~ 
fe^s of natidnal hatred and fcotn towards a conr 
quered people; whom the viftors delighted to 
trample upon, and were not at all afi'aid td pror- 
voke. They were not the effeft of thdr feats but 
4>f thdr fecurityi They *ho Carried on this fyf- 
tem, looked to the itrefiftible force of Gfc^it Bri- 
tain fot their fupport in their a£ls of power.. Tlicy 
-Were quite certun, that no complaints of the na^ 
Vol. VL Z . tivcs 
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tiTfis wmild be heard on this fide of the water, 
with iny other fentimeots than thofe of contempt 
and indignation. . Thetr ertes ferved only to aug- 
ment their torture. Machines, which could 2n- 
fwer thdr purpofes fo wdl, muft be of, an exceW 
lent contrivance. ' Indeed in England, the double 
name of the complainants, Irilh and Papifis (It 
would be hard to fay, iingly^ which iingly wa$ the 
moll odious) Ihut up the hearts of every one aga^nft 
them. WhiHt that temp«' prevailed, and it pre- 
vailed in all its force to a time within our me- 
mory, every meafuic was (Jeafing and popular, 
juft in proportion as it toided to bara& and ntin 
« fet of people, who were looked upon as enemies 
to God and man ; and indeed as a race of lugotted 
favages who were a difgrace to human nature it- 
felf. 

However, as the EngU^ in Ireland be^an to be 
domiciliated, they began alio to retalleft that they 
had a country. The Engiyb htterejl^ at firft by &tjnt 
. and almoft infenlible degrees, but at kngth c^ienly 
and avowedly; became an iadependf»t Irijh tnterefi ; 
full as independent as it could ever have be^> if 
it had continued in the perfons o£ the: native Irife j 
und it was maintained with more fhill, 2nd.more 
confiftency than probably it would have been ia 
thdrs. With thdrviews, the Angla-Triflj changed 
"their maxims — ^it was necdiary to deroonftrate t«> 
the wh(^ people, that there was Something at 

leafl. 
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lca&,o{a common intereft, combined with the inde- 
pendency, which waa to become the object of cont- 
snon exertions. The mildnefs of goverment pro- 
.duced the iiril relaxation towards the Irifli ; the 
neccffities, and, in part too, the temper that predo- 
minated at this great change, produced the iecond 
and the moft important of thefe relaxations. Eng- 
Mh government, and Irifli legiflature felt jointly 
the propriety of this meafiire. The Irifli parlia- 
ment and nation became independent. 

The true revolution to you, that which mofl: 
jntrlnfically and fubftantially refembled the £ng- 
li& revolution of 1688, was the Irifli revolution of 
•J 783. The Irifli parliament of 1783, bore Ilttk 
■refemWance to that which fet in tliat kingdom^, 
after the period of the firft of thefc revolutions. 
It bore, a much nearer refemblance to that which 
£it under Ung James. The clutnge of the pArli^. 
mentin 1783 from the charaAeif of the parliament 
'which, as- a token of. its indignation, h^ burned 

. afi the journals iodifcrbninately of the former par- 
liament in the council chamber, wars very tifibie. 
The addreis of king WHUam's parliament,' the par- 
Uament whicb aflembled after the revolutioi^ 

- Amongft other omfes of QpiB[^int (many of them' 
iufficiently jult) con^hini of the' rq^eal by their 
predcce&HS of Poyntng's laWt op iaJ>fehite i^<^ 
-irith 'tht padctmcDt of 1782. . 
- Preit. firitasB' Jriifibng -ths .Anf^o-irifh. h\si>iy 
animated 
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animated with a, fpirit, which had indeed ihewn 
itfelf before, though with litde energy, and many 
■interruptions, and therefore fuffered a multitude 
of uniform precedents to be eftabliflied againft it, 
aded in my opinion, with the greatcft temperance 
and wifdom. She faw, that the difpofition of the 
hading part of the nation, would not permit them 
to aft any longer the part of a garrifm. She law, 

• -that true policy did not require that they ever 
Ihould have appeared in that charafter ; or if it 
had done fo formerly, the reaibns had now ceafed 
to operate. She faw that the Irifli of her race', 
were refolved to build their conftitution and their 
politicks upon another bottom. With thofe thin^ 
onder her view, Ihe inftantly complied with the 
whole (rf your demands, without any reietvation 

-- whatfoever. She furrendered that boundkfe ivcge- 
riority, for the prefervation of which, and the w> 
quilition, fhe had fu{^arted the En^iih colonies 
in Ireland for fo long a time, and fo vafi: an ex- 
pence (according to the ftaftdard of thofe ages) di 
her blood and trcafure. 

When we bring before us the inatter which hif- 
tory affords for our feleftion, it is not improper to 
examine thdfpirit o£ the feveral precedents, wluch 
are candidates for our choice. Might it not be as 
Well for your ■ fla.tefmen, on the other fide of the 
water, to take an example itxsm. this latter, anil 
furely more coadUatoiy revciultioii, .< as a. pattern 

for 
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fra: your Conduft towards your own fellow-citi- 
zens, than from that of t688, when a paramount 
fovereignty over both you and theni, was more 
loftily claimed, and more fternly exerted, than at : 
any former, or at any fubfequent period? Great 
Britain in 1782, rofe above the vulgar ideas of po- 
licy, the ordinary jealoufies of ftate, and all the . 
fentiments of national pride and national ambi- 
tion. If file had been more difpofed than, I thank ; 
God for it, fhe was, to liften to the fuggeftions' 
of paflion, than to the didates of prudence ; &c 
might Jbave urged, the prindples, the maxims, 
the policy, the pra<Sice of the revolution, againft 
the demands of the leading defcription in Ireland, 
with full as much pl;i.ulibility, and full as good 3 
grace, as any amongft them can poilibly do, ^ainft ; 
the fupplications of fo vaft and extenfive a defcrip- 
tion of their own people. 

A good deal too, if the fpirit of domination and.- 
cxclufion had prevailed in England, might have- 
been excepted againft feme of the means then em-, 
ployed in Ireland, whUft her claims were in agita- 
tion. They were, at leaft, as much out of ordinary 
courfe, as thofe which are now objefted agabft ad- 
mitting your people to any of the benefits of an-- 
EngliQi conftitution. Moft certainly, neithcrwith 
you, nor here, was any one ignorant of what, was 
at that time Utid, written, and done. But on all' 
fides we feparated the means from the end: jnd 
Z 3 wc 
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we feparated the caufe Of the mQdfci:»tQ w4 ^A-:' 
tlonal, irotn the ill-tntentioned and fediltiQUs;- 
whlcfa oa fuch occafions are {o frequeotly apt t<> 
march together. At that time, on yoar (art, you 
were not afraid to review Vfhai. was dpne: at the- 
rev6Uitionori6B8; ai^dwhat had been continued 
during the fubfequent flourifhing period trf the 
Britifli empire. Ttie ciiange then made was a great 
and fundamental alteration. In the execution, it 
was an operofe bufinefs on both fides of ?hq water. 
It required the repeal of feveral laws ; the modifi- 
cation erf many, and a' new coiirfc to be given vo 
an infinite number of iegi0ative, judicial^'^d of- 
ficial prit^ices and ulages in both kingdoms. This 
did not frighten any of us. You are now afked 
to give, in fotne moderate mcafure, to yo^r feUow- 
citizens, what Great Britain gave to you, with- 
out any meafure at all. Tet, notwithftanding aH. 
t^A difficulties at the time, and the apprehenfions 
which feme very well-meaningpet^le entertained, 
through the admirabk temper in which this revo- 
lution (or reftoratioA in the nature of a revc^u- 
tfon) was conducted in both kingdoms, it has bi- 
UiOTto produced no inconvenience to either;' and 
li triifi, with the cdntinuance of theftme temper, 
tliat it never will. I think that this fmall incon- 
fiderable change (relative to an exclufive ftatute 
QQt. made at the revolution) for reftoring the. 
pee^Wio the b^nefitsj from which the green fo^e- 
' "" ' nels 
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fieik of a civU war had not excluded them, iviS, 
be produdtive of no fort of mifchief whatfoever. 
Compare what was done in 1782, with what 19 
wiftied in 1792 ; coBfider the fpirit of w^at has 
Ibeen done at the feveiral petiods of reformattoa j 
and weigh maturely, whether it bo eiadUy tru« 
tiiat conciliatory conceflions are of good policy only 
in difcufiiona between nations ; but that among 
dcfcriptidns in the &me nation, they muft always 
be irrational and dangerous.- What have you fuf' 
fered in your peace, your profperity, or, in what 
Qu^bt ever to be dear to a nation, :youT ^ory, by. 
the hft aA by which you took thje property o£ 
that pe^e under the [n'Otedion of the laws? 
"What reafon have you to dread the confequences 
ef adiiRtting the people poflelEng that prpperty ia 
£bmc fllare in theprotedion aiikt foa^tution? 
- I do not mean to trouWe you with apy thing to 
remo+c tht obje^ona, 1 will not call Xbem ail- 
ments, againft' this me^ure, taken from a feroci- 
OQS hatred to all that numerous defcrifjtion of 
dariftiana. It would be to pay a poor comfdiment 
to you* undtrftanding or your heart. Neither yottr 
«eUgioh, nor jowr politicks confift "in odd perverfc 
** antipathies.'! .You are not refoived to perieverc- 
in profcfibing from the conftituticMii fo many mil-* 
' lions of your countrymen, becaufe, in contradict 
tion to experience and to common fenfe, you think 
propet to imagine, that their principJes ace fiibv 
Z 4 verliye 
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Tcrfive of common human fociety. To that I Qa3\' 
onJy fay, that whoever has a temper, which cai^ 
be gratified by indulging himfelf in thqfe good-; 
natiired fandes, ought to do a great deal more. 
Ftfr an exclufion from the privileges of Britiihfub? 
jefts, is not a cure for fo terrible a (Memper of the 
human mind, as they are pleafed to fuppofe in their 
COuntryiAen: I rather concave a partidpation in 
1ih.ofe privil^es to be itfdf a remedy for ibme 
menRil diforders. 

As little fii^l I det^n you vith nutters that cai^ 
is little obtain admiffion into a mind like yours ; 
fiich as the fear., or pretence of fear, that in ^te 
of your own power, and the trifling power o£ 
Great i&rit^n, you may bo conquered by the pope; 
or that tb^ commodious bugb^r (who is of in- 
finitdy mor^ uie to thofe who pretend to fear, 
than to thole who love him) will abfolve his ma< 
jetty's fubjefb from their allejpance, and fend over- 
the cardinal of Yorfcto rule you'as his viceroy; 
or that, l>y the plenitude of his power, be will take 
that fieice tyrant, th? !^ng. of the French, out o£ 
his jail, and arm that nation (which on all occa^ 
fions tr^ts his holinelk fa very politdy) with hi% 
bulls and pardons, to invade poor old Ireland, to, 
reduce you to popery and flavery, and to force 
the frec-boin, naked feet of your pe<^le into' the 
wooden Ihoes of that arbitrary monarch. I do not 
^wUprc that difcourfcs of this kind are held, or. 
■ ^^ 
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ihat any 3iing like them will be hdd, by any who 
walk about without a keeper. Yet, Icoiifcls,that) 
on occafions of this nature, I am the moil afraid of. 
die WEakeft reafonings; becaufc they difcover the 
flrongeftpafSons. Thefe things will never be brou^t: 
0ut in definite propofitions. They would not pre-* 
vent pity towards any perfonsj they would only." 
oaufe it for ths^e who were capable of talldng in. 
fiich a ftrain. But I know, and am fure, that fwch; 
ideas as no:iitan wiU dillin^y produce to another, 
(M* hardly venture to bring in any plain fiape to. 
his own mind — he will utter in ob£cure» ill-explaiiL*:^ 
^d doubts, jtfaloufies, furmife?, fears, andappre- 
benfions; and that ia fuch a fog, they will appear, 
to have a good deal pf fize, and will make an im-: 
preffion; vKen, if they wefe cle^ly brougltt fortji- 
^d defined, they wpuld meet with nothing, but- 
fcorn an4 derifion, 

, There , is another way of taking an obje3ioa-tO) 
this concelfion, which I admit to be fom^thing: 
more plaufible, and worthy of a more attentive^ 
«xaounation,. |t is, that this, numerous cla& <^- 
people . is mutinous, dlforderly, prone to fedition^ 
and eafy to be wrought upon by the infidious arts 
of wi.cked and defigning men; that coofdous o£ 
this, the fober, rational, and wealthy part^ of that 
Cvly, who are totally of 7:;iother cliarafter, do by- 
no mea^ defir? any participation for themfelves^ 
fir foE any one elfc of their defcription, in the frany 
^jfes pfthe Bfitiilf conlUtution. 
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' Ihave great doubt of the exactnds of any part 
<tf this obfervation. But let us admit that the body 
of the catholicks are prone to Edition (of wlucb» 
31 1 have £ud, I entertain much doubt) is it p(^- 
StACf that any fair obferver or fur reafouer, can 
tiiink of (x>nfining this defcription to them only ? 
I believe it to be palSble for men to be mutinous 
and feditious who feel no grievance: but I beHeve 
no man will allert ferloufly, that whra peo^^ are 
of a turbulent fpirit, the beft way to keep them' 
in order, is to furniih them with ibmething fob- 
fiantial to complain of. 

• You leparate very properly the ibber, rational, 
and fubftantial part of their defcription from the 
reft. You give, as you ought to do, weight only 
tothe former. What I have always thought of 
th^ matter is this — that the moft poca", ilUterate, 
and uninformed creatures' upon earth; are judges 
of a pradical oppreffion. It is a matter of feeling j 
^d as fuch pcrfons generally have felt mofi of it^ 
*nd are not of an over-lively fenfibility, they aro 
the beft judges of it. But for the real eaufe, or the 
tipprepriate remedy^ they ought never to be called 
into council about the one or* the other. They 
ought to be totally fliut out ; becaule their tea- 
fon is weak ; becaufe when once roufed, theitf 
pafliona are ungoverned ; becaufe they Want ff 
formation; becaufe the fmaHnefe Of the |*6perty 
which individually they poffefe, renders them left 
attentiVfl 
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at<«ijtlve to (he oofifequence of the meafiitte they 
adopt in affiiira (rf moment. When I find a great 
my ainongft the people who fpeculate little, I think 
Bx^^iJf.caUed ierioufly to examine into it^ and to 
feparate the real caufe from the ill efie^ of tho 
psflibii it may excite ; .and the bad ufe which art- 
$aI m^n m^y make of an irritation of the popular 
wind. Hew we muft be aided by perfons of a con* 
trary chafajft^r^ we mu{l not liften to the defpe- 
rate ot the fijriows ; but it is therefore neceffary 
for U3 to diftinguifb who are the reaily Indigent, 
Mid the rfa>/y intemperate. As to the pexfons who 
defu'e this part, in the confUtution, I have no rea- 
fbn to ima^ne that they are men who have no- 
thing to lofe and much to look for in publick con- 
fuiion. The popular meeting from which appre. 
henfions have been entertained, has afiembled- I 
havS acCidenttJty hadc(>nvcrfationwlth two friends 
frf mine, who know fomcthing of the gentleman 
who wi» put into the chair upon that o<xafion j 
one of th^n has hid money tran&t^ons with htm j 
the other, from curiolity, has been to fee im con- 
cerrts: they both tetl me he is a man of feme pr«< 
perty; but you muftbe the bei): judge of thi», who 
by your office are Hkely to know bis trar^^cms* 
Many of the othera are certainly perfons otf for- 
tune; njid all, or moft, fathers of f^miliea, men 
in refpeiSable ways of life, and fome of tbem far 
irom cohtemptil^, either for- their information. 
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Or for the abilities which they hare ihe*n in the 
di£cuflion of their interefts. What fuch men think 
it for their advantage to acquire, ought not, prima 
faciOy to be confidered as rafh or heady, or incom- 
patible with the publick fafety or wd&re. 

I admit, that men of the beft fortunes and re- 
putations, and of the beft talents and education 
too, may, by accident, fliew themfclves furioiis 
and intemperate in their dclires. This Is a great 
misfortune when it happens ; for the firft prefump^ 
lions are imdoubtedly in their favour. We liave 
, two ftandards of judging in this cafe of the £inity 
Mid fobriety of any proceedings ; of unequal cer-> 
t^ty indeed, but neither of them to be negled> 
ed: the firft is by the vahie of the object fought, 
the next is by the means through which it is pur* 
fued. 

The object purfued by the catholicks is, I un- 
derftaiid, and have all along reafoned as if it were 
fo, in fome degree oi* ineafure to be again admitted 
to the franchifes of the conftitution. Men are con- 
fidered as under fome derangement of their intel- 
leAs, when they fee good and evil in a different 
light from other men ; when they choofe naufeous 
and unwholefome food ; apd rejeft fuch as to the 
reft of the world feems pleaJant, and is known to 
be nutritive. I have always confidered the BritiQi 
<:onftitution, not to be a thing in itfelf fo vitioua, 
as that none but men of deranged i^nderftanding, 

?nd 
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Snd turbulent tempers could delire a fltare in it : 
on the contrary, I fiiould think very indiferently 
of the underfianding and temper of any body of 
men, who did not wiih to partake of this great 
and acknowledged benefit, 1 cannot think qiute 
fo favourably ather of the fenfe or temper of thofe, 
if any fuch there are, who would voluntarily per- 
fuade their brethren that the obje^ is not fit for 
them, or they for the objeft. Whatever may be 
my thoughts concerning them, I am quite fure, 
that they who hold fuch language, muil forfeit ^ 
credit with the reft. This is infidUble — ^If they con- 
cave any opinion of their judgment, they cannot 
poJfibly think them their firiends. There is, indeed, 
one fuppofition, which would reconcile the con- 
duA of fuch gentlemen to found reafon, and to the 
purefi: afiedtion towards thdr fellow-fufierers ^ it 
is, that they ad under the imprefiion of a well- 
grounded fear for the general intereft. If they 
fliould be told, and fhould believe the fi:ory, that 
jf they dar^ attempt to make their condition bet- . 
ter, they will infallibly make it worfe — that if they 
aim at obtaining liberty, they will have their fla- 
very douUed — that their endeavour to put them- 
felves upon any thing which approaches towards 
an equitable footing with their feilow-fubjefts, will 
be confidered as an indication of a feditious and 
rebellious difpofidon — ^fuch a view of things oughl; 
pctfedly to reftore the gentlemen, who fo anxU 

gufly 
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Aufly diffuade that tauTitrfmca froaiwifl^iig'i 
narticipaticHi with the priviieged part of thepeoj^ 
to the good opinion of their fellows; But what is 
to fhfm a very full jufttfication, is not qtiite fm ha* 
ftouraUe tct that pcwer from whofe maziitu and 
temper fa good A ground of rational terror i» fur.; 
niihed. I think arguments of this kind sinS never 
be u&d by the friends of A government trhich I 
greatly refpeclj or by any of th* leaders Of an op* 
pofition whom I have the honour to know, and 
the fenfe to admire. I remember PolyHua tdls us, 
that during his captivity in Italy as a Pek)ponnefian 
hoftage — he foliated old Cato to intercede with tfad 
ienate for his releafe, ;i»d that of bis countrymen ; 
this old politician tc^ him that hs hadbeAer cou' 
tinue in hia prcfent condition, however irkfome^ 
than api^y again to that formidable authority lot 
their relief; that he ought to Imitate the \»ifdom 
of his countryman Ulyifea, who, when he was 
once out of the den of the Cyck^y had too much 
fenfe to venture again into the feme cavern. But I 
concave too high an opimon of the Iriffl leg^fla* 
ture to think that they are to their fcflow-eitfeensy 
tvhat the grand oppreffojs of manlriwS were "to" Jl 
peopl^ whom the fortune df warhad-ftbjefted'td 
their power. For thou^ Cato could' sfe fach- ai 
parallel with regard to his fenrte, I ftottM^e^y 
think it nothing fhor* of impiou9,t© eoiwparean 
Iri& parliaHicnt to a deitof Cyd^ips/ -I KoJ»*'Ai 
people,- 
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.people, both here and with yon, will always apply 

to the houfe of commons with becoming modefty; 
-but at the £tme time with minds unembarrafled 
,with any fort of terror. 

As to the means which the cathotlcka employ 
,to obtain this objed, fo worthy of fobcr andra- 
tional minds. I do admit that fuch means may be 
ufed in the piirfuit a£ it, a3 may make it propo: 
for legillature, in this cafe, to defer their com- 
pUance until the demandants are brought to a pro- 
per lenfe of their duty. A coQceflion in which the- 
governing power of our country lofes its digiuty, 
is dearly bought even by him who obtains his ob- 
jed. All the people have a deep intereft in the 
dignity of (arliament. ,But, as the refufal of fran- 
clufes which are dra^ out of the firft vital &x- 
xmnz of the Britiih coniHtution, is a very ferious 
thing, we ought to be very fure, that the manna: 
and fiHiit' of the ^pUcadoit is olFenfive and dan- 
.gerous indeed, before we ultimately reject all ap- 
pUcations of this nature. The mode of applica- 
tion, I hear, is by petition. It is the manner in 
'irhich all the fovereign powers of the world are 
approached ; and I never heard (except in the ca& 
-of James the Second) that any prince confidered 
.this manner of fuppUcation to be contrary to the 
Jramility of a fiibjeft, or to the refpect due to the 
perfon or authority of the fovereign. This rnla, 
iod i eoETcipondent [o-a^icc, are obferved, frotfi 

the 
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- tiw Grand Sdgnior, down to the moft p6tty priftc^ 
or repubUck in Europe. 

You have fent me feveral papers, fome in pnnt/. 
feme in manufcript. I think I had feen all of them, 
■except the formula of aiTociatton. I confels they 
-appear to me to contain matter mifchievousj and 
'Capable of giving alarm, if the fpirit in which they 
are written fliould be found to make any confider- 
.able progrels. But I am at a lofs to know bow to 
.apply them, as objedtions to the cafe now before 
us. When I find that the general eommttee whidi 
a£ts for the roman catholicks in Dublin, prefers 
.the affodation propofed in the written draft you 
have fent me, to a refpectful appUcation in pariia^ 
.ment, I jhall think the perfons who £gn fuch a pa« 
per, to be unworthy of any privilege which may 
be thought fit to be granted ; and that fuch meft 
ought, by name, to be excepted from any benefit 
under the confUtution to which they ofier tbh 
violence. But I do not find that this form of a 
ieditlous league has been figned by any perfon 
whatfoever, either on the part of the fuppofed pro- 
jeAors, or on the part of thoib whom it is calcut 
lated to feducc. I do not find, on enquiry, that 
fuch a thing was mentioned, or even remotdy al- 
luded to, in the general meeting of the catbc^ck^ 
from which fo much violence was apprehendedi 
I have confideredthe other publications, ligned by 
individttals, on the part of certun foctcties— I may 
miftak^ 
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mHbils, for I have not the honour c^ knowing 
them perfonaliy, but I take Mr. Botler and Mr. 
Tandy not to be catholitis, but members of the 
eftabtilhed church. Not «n? that I recoUeft of thelb 
pubGcatioiiS} which you and I equally difUke, ap- 
pears to be written by periiMis of that pwiuafion. 
Now, if, whOft a man is dutifully Eliciting a fa- 
vour from parliament, any perfon Ihould chufe, in 
aa improper manner, to ihew his inclination to> 
wards the caufe depending ; and if that mufi de- 
ftroy the caufe of the petitions: ; then, not only 
the petitioner, but the legiflature itlU^ is in tho 
power.of any weak fiiend or artful enemy, that 
the fu{^licant, or that the parliuoent may have. 
A man-mnft be jn<%ed by hte own adions only. 
Certain protellant di&nters make feditious pro* 
pofidons to the cadwUcks, which it does not ap* 
pear that they hair* y« accepted. It woidd ht 
firange that the tempter {hould efcape all putiifh^^ 
ment, and that Yir who, under circumfiances ^U 
of &dudicHi and fiill oi provocation, has reflfted 
the temptation, fluM^ incmr the penalty. Tod 
know, that, with regard to the dillenters, who ar& 
Jhted to be the chirf movers in this vile fcheme of 
Bering ^prind^ of ele^ion to a right of vot- 
ing by die head; you are not able (if you ought 
«ven t6 wilh fudi a thing) to deprive them of any 
, Tpatt rf the frandiiSis and privileges which they 
hdd on a foot^g «f perfefl -equality with your- 
Vol. VI. A,^ fclvcs 
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fclves* Tbey may do what they pleafe with- cdn- 
ftitutional impunity; but the others cannot even 
Uften .with civility to an invitation ^om them 
to an ill-judged fcheme of liberty, without for- 
feiting, for ever, all hopes of any of..thaD: liber- 
ties .which we adxpit to be fober and raiibnal. 
., It.is known, I IjclieVe, tbat.thegrcater,;as.well 
>S the founder ;part of our excluded countrymen, 
have not adopted the wild ideas, and wilder en- 
gagements), which have been- hdd out to them; 
tjiit have rather chofen.to hope finall and iafe con- 
eeflions .from .the legal power, than bouhdlei^ oB^ 
jecls from trouble and confiifioii. .This'Jnode of 
ac'iion feepis .to ine to .marfetnicD of fobriety, and 
to diftinguiflj them :from-thofe who are intempe- 
rate, from circumftanfe oriroro mature. But why 
4o. ikey not itif^aritly diCcUtoi and di&vow thole 
yA\o matce fuch advances to them ? In' this too, in 
my opinions th&y fheW themiy ves no lefs fober 
Jind circumfpeft. j In the prsfcot moment, nothing 
fliort of infenity coujd induce Jhem to take fuch a 
{liep. I^ray confider -tfaeciifti^uanftances, ij>i&lai^^ 
iays fomebody, ajl. VPipn, with the diffenters^-*- 
right — ^But, whai >hi8,yfair:in^ni5iion is obeyed, 
ihall I obtam tl^e object. which I fqU<;itfrcfm ymtiiy 
Oh, no, nothing 9t all like it! — But; in pujfifltbff ui 
4>y an.eschifion from the eonftitution, through-jhe 
great j;atc, for having been invited to entier jnt? 
.it by a poftern, will ycm puni^ by d^iiiyatioiijrf 
f. .,.: .'.,;. ..i ... -their 
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tfeeir privileges, or mulct- in any other way, thofe 
who have tempted us? — ^Far from it — ^we mean to 
prrfCTve all tbeir liberties and immunities, as our 
life-blood. We mean to cultivate them^ as bre- 
thren whom we love and refpeft— with you we 
have no fellowffiip. We can bear, with patience,- 
their enmity to ourielves; but their friendfhip 
with you, we will not endure. But mark it well! 
All our quarrels with thenij are always to be re- 
venged upon ,you. Formerly, it is notorious, that 
we fliould have relented with the higheft indigna- 
tion, your prefuming to fliew any illrwill ti3 them. 
You muft not fuffer them, now, to fliew any good- 
will to you. Know — and take it once for ail- 
that it is, and ever has been, and ever will be, a 
fundamental maxim in our politicks, that you are 
not to have any part, or fliadow, or name of in- 
tereft whatever, in our ftate. That we look upon 
you," as under an irreverfible outlawry from our 
confUtution — as perpetual and unalliable aliens. 

Such, my dear Sir, is the plain nature of the argu- 
ment drawn from the revolution maxims, enforced 
by a fuppofed difpofition in thecatholicks to unite 
with the dil&nters. Such it'iSj though it were 
clothed in never fuch Uandand civil forms, and 
wrapped up, as a poet lays, in a thoufiind *' artful 
" folds of facred lawn." For my own part, I do 
not know in what manner to Ihape fuch argu- 
ments, fo as to obt^n admilEon for them into a 
A a a rational 
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rational undtirilmtfihg. Every iWng of this fcind' 
is to be reduced, at laft, to threats (rf power.— I 
canncrt &y v* i-id?//, and then throw the fword 
into the {cale> I have no fword; and if I had, in 
this cafe moft certainly I would not tife it ^s a 
make-wdght in ptJitical reafoning. 

Obferve, on thefe prindpla, the difference be- 
tween the procednre of the parflamcnt and the dlf- 
fcnters, towards the peojdc in qucftion. Oae em* 
ploys courtffiip, the other force. The <fiffenters 
offer bribes, the parliament nothing but thejfrwjf 
wf<tf/fof a ftern and forbidding authority. A man 
may be very wrong in Ms ideas of what is good 
for him. Bat no man afironts me, nor can there- 
fore juftify my aflronting him, by rfiering to make 
tne as happy as himfdf, accortfing to his own ideas 
of hapfinefe. This the difibnters do to the catho* 
ficks. You are on the different extremes. TTrt 
dSfentera offer, with regard to conftitutional rights 
and dvil advantages of dl forts, evfry thing — yott 
refiife ivery ihinp \)i?it3i them, there is boundlefe, 
4fe0ugh not Very iffttrcd hope; with you, a verf 
fare Mid very un^iaJified de%air. ITie terras of 
ftlBatice, from the dJffentcH, offer a reprelefttatioft 
«f the cofflttions, -chofen out of the people by tf»e 
5wa4. This fs Afiirdly and dangeroufiy fcn^, in 
my ^)iftioh ; ind that ifciieifteof efcaion is known 
to hav« been, at aH times, perfi^^y odious to me. 
B*it I tinntt think it right of courfe, to puniA 

the 
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the Iriih roman cathoHcks by fin uiuvcHM c^clu- 
fion, becaufe othCTs, whom you would not puniih 
at all, propofe an univer^ Admiflton- I c^ntiQt 
difTemble to myfdf, Uiat* in thb very kingdom, 
. many perfons vho are not in the IHuation of the 
frtth catholicks, but who, on the contrary, enjoy 
the full benefit of the confiituUon ts it ftande, and 
feme of whom, from the efieft of their fortunes, 
enjoy it in a large me^rfure, had Come ysaf^ ago 
aflbciited to procure great and undefined changes 
(they confidered them as reforms) in the popular 
part of the conftitution. Our friend, tie late Mr. 
Flood (no flight man) propofed in his ^ace, and 
in my hiring, a reprefentaUon nc^ much leis es- 
tenfive than this, &x En^andj in which every 
houfe was to be inhabited by a voter— « ad^im 
to all the aftual votes by other titles (fiime of the 
corporate) whidi we know do not require a houfc, 
■ or a filed. Can I forget that a per£w of the very 
highcft rank, of very krg« fortune, and <rf the firft 
ddi of al»lity, brovght a Mil into the houfe o£ 
lords, in the head-quarters of ariftocracy, contain- 
ing identically the f^ue prejeft, for the fuj^fed 
adoption of -vhkh by a dub or two, it ia thought , 
rig^t to extinguish all ht^>es in the reman catho- 
licks of Ireland ? I cannot fay it was very eagerly 
embraced, or very warmly purfued. But the lords 
neither did diiavow the bill, nor treat H with »iy 
difi-egard* nor -exprd^ any fort <4 di&pprobatiofi 
Aa 3 of 
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of Its noble author, who has never loft, with king 
or people, the leaft degree of the refpeft and con- 
fideration which fojuftly belongs to him. 

I am not at all enamoured, as I have told you, 
with this plan of reprefentation ; as little do I re- 
iifli any bandings or affociations for procuring it. 
But if the quefiton was to be put to you and me 
—univer/al popular reprefentation, or none at all 
for us and ours — we fliould find ourfelves in a very 
awkward pofition. I do not like this kind of di- 
lemmas, e^)ecially when they are pradical. 

Then, fince our oldeft fundamental laws follow, 
or rather couple, Jfireehold with franchife -, fince no 
princ^le of the revolution fhakes thefe liberties j 
fince the oldeft and one of the beft monuments of 
the confl:itution, demands for the Irifli the privi- 
lege which they fupplicate ; fince the principles of 
the revolution coincide with the declarations of 
the great charter ; fmce the practice of the revo- 
lution, in this point, did not contradift its prin- 
ciples ; fince, from that event, twenty-five years 
had clapfed, before a domineering party, on a 
party principle, had ventured to disfranchile, with- 
out any proof whatfoever of abufe, the greater part 
of the community i -fmce the king's coronation oath 
docs not ftand in his way to the performance of 
his duty to all his fubjefts; fince you have given 
to all other dilfenters thefe privSeges without li- 
mit, which are hitherto with-heid, without any 
limitation 
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KmieactSDaovibaifiaever, from .threathsficks ;';fiiiE;e' 
DO Bation in ' the ."worW-' has xver been known tJx 
cjcclydc'fo- great a body of men (not born flaves)- 
from tie cixdl ft«e, and ^ the benefits of its con-' 
flimt^it; tiie' -whole qiieiHon comes before {m'lia- 
ment, as a^iutter,£br.i£s prudence.-- Ido not pnc 
tile thing' on a^f^ieftion of ri^t. Th^ dijbretioir 
which in'jodicature is well-lMd by lord Coke to be: 
st'ctoohedfcard, in kgilUtare is a golden rule.' 
SuppHeantS' onght not to appear too much in the 
dnraifleroflitiganCs. If-tbefubjC'StlDnksfo hi^ily- 
jind reverently of the fovwreignautKority, as not 
tbdaim any' thing .of right, ib that it may feem to: 
be. independent' of the 'p(*\*'er and free choice of it* 
government} aid if ths foyerdgn, on his partv 
, (Dofid^s the advantages of the fubje&s as their 
I'l^t^i'' ^^ ^i thfeir reafonable wi&es a» To many, 
cldms; in the fortunate conjun^on of thefe mu- 
tual dilpD&tions are bid-the fbundations of a. happy- 
^d profperous commonft'calth. For my own part, 
defiring of all things that-the authority of the le- 
giilature . under which I was born, and which t 
cfaerilh, not only with" a <iatifiil awe, but with a 
partial and cordial afie<^on, to be 'maintained ih 
the utmoft poffible re^e^'I never will fufier iny-^ 
iyf to :f»^ofe, that, -at .bottom, thdr ^tiretion- 
will be found to be at variance witB thdr jufHce.* ' 
..-. The whole being at difcrctidn,' I beg-Jeave juft" 
to> fuggefl:.'f«nc-ioatliors'.for. ypuilconfideration.— 4 
-J . . 'A a 4 "Whether 
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Whether the gorerament in dmrdh ct ftats it 
likety to be more iecure bf continiuBg exaSa at 
grounded difcontent, to i very great number (Stf 
two minions) of the &bje&s? or. Whether dte 
cffliititution, cmnbised and balanced as it is, wifl 
be rendered more foHd, by dspriving to laiige a 
part of the people of all concern, or ictercft, or 
iharc, in its repre&ntadon, aftoal or virtuai? \ 
here mean to lay an emphafis am the word vtrtuML 
'^Hrtoal rqirefentation is that in which there is a 
communion of interefts, and x fympathy in &d« 
ings and defires between thofe who n^ in the 
name of any defcription of peof^, and the peopfe 
in whole name they a&, though the truftees an 
(tot adually chofen by them. TbJfl is wtu^ re* 
preilentatioD. Such a representation I think to be, 
in many cafes, even better than the adual. It po£> 
&flcs moft of its advantages* and is free from many 
of its inconvoiiences : it correds the irregahri- 
ties in the literal reprefentaiion, when the Ihifting 
current of human affairs, or the ading ttf poblicfc 
interefts in different ways, carry it ot^i^ely front 
its firft line of diiedtioDk The peopb may etr in 
^ir chdce ; but common intereft axd coaumm 
fcntinient are rardy miftaken. But this ibrt of 
virtual rqjiefentation cannot liatrc a loi^ or fore 
esifience, if it has not a fubftratum in the a&uaL 
The memtxr muft have fome rebtion to the con- 
fiUuent. M thii^ ftand, iht catJMttck, as a cau 
thoUck 
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thdtck and belong^ to a defcription, hx^ no wr< 
tual relation to the reprefeDtative; but the con- 
trary* There is a rebtion in inutuaJ obligation. 
Gntitude may not always have !k very lafting 
power ; but the frequent recurrence of an a^Uca- 
tion for favours wiO revive and rcfrelh it, and wiU 
necc&rily produce fome degree of mutual atten< 
tion. b will produce, at leail, acquaintance. The 
fevtral de£criptions c£ people will not be kept fo 
much apart as they now are, as if they were not 
only Separate nations, but feparatc fpecies. The 
Jtigma and reproach, the hideous mafk will be 
taken off, and men will fee each other as they are. 
Sure I am, that there have been thouiands in Ire- 
land, who have never converfed with a roman ca* 
tholick in th^ whole lives, xinleis they happened 
to talk to thdr gardener's workmen, or to alk 
thar way, wiien they had loft it, in thdr fports ; 
or, at heft, who had known them only as footmen, 
or other dcmie&icka, of the fecond and third or- 
der : imd fo averfe were they, fbme time ^o, to 
iizve them near their pcrfons, that they would not 
(Hnploy even thofe who could never find th«r way 
beyond the ftaUe. I well rememtMr a great, and 
in many refpefls, a good man, who'klvertifed fiar 
a btackfmitfa ; but, at the iame tiine\added» he 
muft be a proteftant. It is impoffible that fiui a 
fiate of things, thougb natural goodnefe in many 
perfons will undoubtedly make exceptions, muA 
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not produce alienation on the one fide, and prid£ 

and inroldnce on the other. 

Reduced to a quefiion of difcretion, and that 
discretion eKcrcifed folely upon what will af^iear 
beft-for the confervation of the ftate on its pre- 
fent bafis, lihould recommend it to your-ferious 
thoughts, 'whether the narrowing of the founda- 
tion is always the beft way to fecurc the building I 
Thebo'dyof disfranchifed men will not be perfectly 
fatisfied to remain always in ^ that ftate. If they 
are not jatisfied^ you have' two milUons "of fobjefta 
in your bofom; full of uneafineis *, not that they 
cannot overturn the aft of fettlement, and put 
themfclves and you under an arbitrary mafter ; 
orj that they are not pennitted to fpawn an hy- 
dra of wild republicks, on princqides of a pretend- 
ed natural equality in man ; but, tiecaufe you will 
jiot fuffer them to enjoy the- antient, fundamental, 
tried advantages of a Britifh conftitution : that you 
wiH hot permit them to prc^ of the protcdion of 
a common father, or the freedom of cominon citi- 
zens : and that the only reafon which can be al- 
figned for this disfranchifement, has a tendency 
more deeply to ulcerate their minds than the aft 
of exdufionitfelf. What the confequence of.fuch 
feelihgs muft be, it is for you to look to. To warn, 
is hot to menace. ■ ^ 

•, I am for from aflerting, that men will. not ex- 
dte diftarbances without juft caufe. I know that 

fuch 
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fdchan affertion is not true. * -But, neiihec - is it 
true that difturbances havenevcr juft cftmiJiuntp 

-for their origin'. I am fure that it is hardly "pru- 
dent to fiirnifli them with fuch caufes of cdm- 

■plaintj as every man who thinks the Brilifli cpa- 
ftitution a benefit, may think, at leaft colourabfe 
and plaufible. -. ■ " 

■ Several are in dread of the manoeuvres of cer- 
tain perfons among the cUffenters, who turn this 
ill humour to their own ill purpofes.- You know, 
better than I can, how much thtfe proceedings 
of certain among the diffenters are to be feared. 
You are to weigh, with the temper which is na- 
tural to you, whether it may be for the fafety of 
our eftablilhment, that the catholicks fliould be ul- 
timately perfuaded that they have no hope to enter 
into the conftitution, butthrough the diffenters. 
Think, whether this be the way to prevent, or 
diffolve &£)ious comUnations ^ainft the church, 
or the-ftate. Refleft ferroufly ou the poffible cod- 
fequences of keeping, in the heart of your coun- 
try, a- bank of difcontent, every hour accumulat- 
ing, upon which every defcription of feditious men 
may draw at pleafure. They, whofe principles- of 

'^£tion will difpofe them to the eftablifliment of 
an arbitrary monarchy, will find a nation of meti 

-who hxve no fort of intereft in freedom ; but who 

will have an intereft in that equality of juftice or 

fevour, with which a wife defpot muft view all his 

fubjeifls 
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iul^efts who do not atuck the foundations of bis 
power- .Love of Uberty itfelf may, in fuch men, 
become the tneanft of eftibli&Ing an arbhnuy do- 
mination. On the other hand, they who wiih for 
«. democnitick republick, will find a fet of men who 
have no choice between dvU fervitude, and the en- 
tire ruin of a mixed confUtution. 

Suppofe the people of Irdand divit^ into three 
parts ; of thefe (I fpealc within compa&) two are 
cathoUck. Of the remuning third, one half is 
oompofed of (Haters. Tliere is no natural union 
between thoTe defcriptions. It may be produced. 
If the two parts catholick be driven into a dofe 
confederacy with half the third part of proteftanti, 
with a view to a change in the coniHtutbn in 
-church or ftate, or both ; and you reft the whole 
of their fecurity on a handful of gentlemen, clergy, 
and thdr dependants ; compute the firength you 
iavein Ireland, tooppole to grounded difcontent; 
to capridous innovation ; to blind popular fiiry, 
md to ambitioiis turbulent intrigue. 

Tou mention that the minds of fome ^ntlemen 
are a good deal heated : and that it is t^en laid, 
that, I'ather than fubmit to fudi perfbns having a 
fliare in their franchifes, they would throw up 
their independence, uid precipitate an union with 
Great Britain. I have heard a difoiffion ccmcern- 
iog fuch an xmion asHrngft aB ibrts of men ever 
fince I remember any tlung. For my own part, 
I have 
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I have never b«n able to bring my mind to any 
thiog cleaj and deciiive upon the fubjed. There 
cannot be a more arduous queftion. As £ar a3 (- 
can form ait opmion, it would not be for the mu- 
tual advantage of the two kingdoms. Ferfons. 
however more nbje than I am, think otherwife. 
Rjt, whatever the merits of this union may be, to 
make it a menace^ it mji& be fliewn to be an evil^ 
3iid an evil ^nore particularly to thofe who aro 
threatened with . it, than to thofe who hold it qut 
as a terror. I really do not fee how this threat o£ 
an union can operate, or that the cathoUcks are 
more likely to be lofers by that meafu^e than the 
churchmen. 

The humours of the people, and of politicians 
too, are fo variable in themfelves and are fo much 
uader the occ^onal influence of fome leading men, 
that it is impofiible to know what turn the pub- . 
fick nund here would take on fuch an event. There 
b but one tluog certain concerning it. Great dl- 
vifiom and vehement pafions would precede this 
ttuion, both on the meafure itf«lf and pn its terms ; 
and particulariy, this v&ry queftion of a fhare in 
tifae reprefentation for thecatholicks, from whence 
tJK ptyifc^ of an union or^inated, would form a 
priiuupal part in the difcuffion; and in the temper 
in which Ibrae gcntlenxen feem inclined to throw 
4iheinielve3, by a fort of high indignant pallion, 
into die fdverne, thofe points would not be deUb6- 
TJited '#ith all poiTible calmnds. 
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Ftotn my beft obfenration, I flioBld gPeatly 
doubti whether, in the end, thefe gentlemen would 
obtain their object, fo as to make the exclufion of- 
two millions of their countrymen a fundaments- 
article in the union. The demand would be of a. 
nature quite unprecedented. Ytfu might obtain- 
the unloa: and, yet a gentleman who, under the- 
i)ew>union eft^tifliment, would afpire to the ho^ 
nounof repreJfenting his county, migRt poffibly bo 
as much obliged, as he ma.y fear. to be; under, the 
did feparate- eftabliihmcnt, 40 th& unfu{^ortable' 
mortificationof afklng his neighbours, who haVe 
a4i£^ent opinion .concerning the elements in -the 
ikcrament, for their votes. j 

■ I^believe, nay, I am fufe, that the people of 
Great Rritain, wilh or without an union, might 
be depended- flpon, in cafes of any r«id danger^ to 
aid the governmerit{tf Ireland,- with the&me cor- 
diality as they wt))lld fupporC thdrown, againft 
any wicked attempts to ftiake the fecurity of the 
happy conftitutionin church and ftate; But, be- 
fore.Greit K-itmi engages in any quarrel, the tau/i 
ef the difpute would certsitily be a part of her con- 
£deration. If confufiOns ihoald aiife In that Jdng- 
dom, from too fteady an. attachment to a profcripi 
. trve.irtonbpormngiyftem,andfrbm therdbhition 
of rc^rding the fcanchifc, and, in it-the.fecarity 
,af the fubject, as belonging rather: to r^hgibus opc- 
aiciiia than: to civU ^ualtiication and civil eohdu^ 
;: I doubt 
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rdonlrt 'whether /du'inight quite cettauiiy reckon 
on' obttunifig an aid of fwce irom hence, £0r the 
fii^port of- that fyftenu We might extend your 
difti:aftion8 to this- country, by takiflg pMt in them, 
^ngtuid will be Indifpoled, I fufpecb, to fend an 
army for the conqueft of- Ireland. What was done 
iri" l783"'is-a decifive proof of her fentimcnts of 
' jufljcc a-Bdmoderation. She will not be fond of ■ 
makilig another American'war in Ireland. The 
prindples of fuch a war *ould but too much re- 
fehnU€ the -former one. The well-difpofed and the 
itt^fpofed in England j would- (for di&rent rear 
fons perhaps) be equaHy averfe to • fuch an enter- 
prife. The cOnfifcationSj-thepubKd:: auctions, the 
private- grants, -the plantarions, the tranfplanta- 
tjons, which formerly animated -fo many adven- 
turers, even among fober citizens, tq fuch Irifh ex- 
peditions^and which poffitdy might have animated 
feme of them to the American, can have jio ex- 
igence ia the cafe that we fuppofe. 
- -Let'us form a fuppofition (no foolifliorun- 
gropnded fuppofition) that in an age, v^hen men 
\t& arifihitely more difpofed to heat tbemfelves 
with political than religioas controverfiee, the for- 
«ner fhould-entirHy prevail, as we fee-that in feme 
Iplaces-they^havs prevailed, over the latter; and 
-that ^eJcatlioTicks-of Ireland, from the cotirtfhip 
)md diem -on-the one hand, and the high tone v£ 
Tefai^Laa .chcothar, Ihould, in order tocDtei: into 
£;j aU 
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lU the rights af Jub)eds, all become protefUnt dif' 
fernery i aod as the others dOt take all f<3wc oaths. 
They would all obtain their civil objeds ; and the 
change, for any thing I know to the contrary^ (in 
the dark as I am about the proteftaat di&dting 
tejaets) might be of uie to the hbalth <^ thfox finUs* 
But, what fecurity our confiitutioai in church or 
fiate, could derive from that event, I cannot pof* 
i^ly difcern. Depend upon it, it is as true aB na- 
ture is true, that if you force them out of the re- 
ligion of habit, education, or OfHoion, it ia not to 
yours they will ever go. Shaken in thdr minds, 
they will go to that where the dogmas are feweft } 
where they are the moft uncertain ; where thejf 
lead them the leaft to a confideration of what they 
have alandoned. They will go to that unifonnly 
democratick fyftem, to whole firft movements they 
owed their emancipation. I r«:ommend you fe> 
riouily to turn this in your mtnd. Bdieve that it 
requires your beft and matured thou^ts. Take 
what courfe you pleaie—union or no union; whe- 
ther the peofde remain catholicks or beoHiie pro* 
teftant diCenters, furc it is, that the preient fiate of 
monopoly cannot continue. 

If England were animated, as I tlunk Ihe is not. 
with her former fpirit of domination, and with 
the ftrong theolo^pcal hatred winch flic once cho- 
riflied for that defcription of her fi^w-chriJHanf 
and fcUaw-ihbjefh ; I am yet convinced^ that, after 

the 
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du: &dlefi fi)ccf fi is n ruiaious ftmg^, you wotrid 
be jo^Higedl to aJnad^o tb^ mopopcd^r. We w^f 
pbjagod to do ^ie, area, whssi eviery tfaiog ]vo- 
mafied fiicoA m the Asxiencm ha^iie&. Ujfm 
Ibould make this exiperisaeat at laA^ na^«r t^ 
IireAi'K iif any fuxe^Osf, you nsmr .cai) jioit wf^ 
IbM if, joiftcad x/ £ifiins ittto a patfk^ t^ ibsft^ing 
^eBtleiAen of itiie jcoiudry theji)&lK£E iho^^ #0.- 
'dacodcc dae iiuiindls dbfier&^y^ and srjtt ibe^ii^ 
ia&^ioa tosrarflis it, gtent advacjUges ffiOuJ4 <f<)jl- 
jhur. Wiiat is forced, caimot be nwdtfic^i iflif 
^pe yfOu aaay meajjice your conceffioDa* 

it ifi fl floo&iieraiaQa of^eat moixteRt, Ahai: .yiOji 
■«9j!xitbe .^idked adK«Co», wtjbgii* ^it^Iftgii^F 
d^Kfiieffl '«f yoHT -r^ifiefcntft^n ^p ,tbe ;§n^fl: (Je- 
gree, or in any par*. SIqu jiviyieiive th^t ^leKw- 
iiatLQii of a puduuDootary obange or r^pcipj if 
-cnrqr^ou&oidd think -fit to.£ngagie in -if 3 uAcqi^ 
<|di,cated and uQcnibaixafibd with die odier^^^ 
xico. 3I?iKEea5,af t^cy arciOtLxed and ^onfono^- 
led, asdTome poogle anempt to ^i^ wd fgnfpvo^ 
diioni,4io^necan ^n&wef for «he .eflfefts on .^ 
-coalHGuticai iti&jf. 

^£h«qe is another, advantage in .taking .up iJaps 
-bi^nefs, £ngLy and 'by an arrangement for the 
ifingle ol^oift. Jtis,,«hat you Biay. proceed by <fe- 
gF^s. We-muft all obey the greatvlawjof change. 
-It lis ^the moft powerful :Uw of natuee, and the 
;mean8'p^rha{is.ofitsxx»i&xratian. JiH >ve on do* 

AToL. -W. Bb and 
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and that Ijuman wifdom can do, is to provide that 
the change fiiall proceed by ' infenfible degrees. 
This has aSl the benefits whidi may be in change, 
inithout any of the inconveniences of mutation. 
Every thing is provided for as it arrives. This 
mode will, on the one hand, prevent the unfixing 
fid interejis at once; a thing which is apt to breed 
^ black and fuUen difcoqtent, in thofe who are at 
puce difpoflefled of all their ioflaence and confideD- 
ation. This gradual courfe, on the other fide, wiU 
^event men, long under deprcffion, from being 
intoxicated with a large draught of new powec» 
which they always abufe with a licentious info- 
lence. But, wifliing, as I do, the change to be gra- 
dual and cautious, I would, in my firfi fteps, lean 
rather to the fide pf enlargement than refiridion. 
' It is one excellence of our conftitution, that all 
our rights of provincial ele<Etion regard rather pro- 
perty than peVfon. It is another, that the rights 
Whidi approach jnore nearly to the perfonal, are 
moft of them corporate, and fuppofe a retrained 
and ftriS education of feven years in fomc ufefiil 
occupation. In both caies the prance may have 
flid &om the princifde. The fiandard of qualifica- 
tion in both Cafes may be fo low, or not'fo judi- 
doufly chofen, as in fome degree to .fruftrate the 
end. But all this is for your prudence in the ca& 
before you. You may rife, a ftep or two, the qua- 
lification of the catholick voters. But if you were, 
to-mprrow. 
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io-itio]Tow, ttf put the catholick freeholder on the 
footing of the moft favoured forty-fliilling proteft- 
ant diflenter, you know that, fuch is the. i€taai 
flate of Ireland, this would not make a fenfible' al- 
teration in almoft any on^ election in the kingdom^ 
Tlie ^ffecl in their favour, even defenfively, would 
be infinitely flow. But it would be healing ; it 
would be latisiaftory and prote<^g. The ftigma 
would be removed. By admitting fettled perma-^ 
nent fubflance in Ueu of the numbers, you would 
avoid the great danger of our time, that of fetdng 
up number againft property. The numbers ought 
never to be negle£ted; becaufe (beHdes what is due 
to them as men) colleftiVely, though not indivi* 
Aially, they have great property : they ought to 
have therefore proteftion : they ought to have fe- 
curity : they ought to have even confideration : 
but they ought not to predominate. 

My dear Sir, I have nearly done t I meant to 
write you a long letter ; I have written a long dif- 
fcrtatiorii I might have done it earlier and better. 
I might have been more forcible and more dear, 
if I had not been interrupted as I have been ; and 
this obliges me not to write to you in my own 
hand. Though my hand but figns it, my heart 
go« with what I have written. Since I could think 
at all, thofe have been my thoughts. You know 
that thirty-two years ago they were as fiilly ma- 
tured in my mind as they arc ntJw. A letter of 
B b 2 , mine 
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italile tb ttttd Kefihlare, thotigli Aot bf my delre, 
aiid ftlll of leffer tttiftakes^ hu been printed in 
Bnblih. It *is writtch t^n or twelve yeats ago* 
at the tim« wheA I begab The etnt^oymint, wlweti 
I h&vt: not yet fibiihed, in favour of anotber dif- 
ti-eSTed f^eb^le, injured by tdoTe who bave vaA^ 
4iuflied them, or ftc^en a dominion over thein. It 
eotitained thy ferttiments theh ; you TtfiB fte hew 
fer they accbrd with my ftntimeniB now. Vme 
has iHore ^d m6\e cotiGmied me itt tiwih ^ 
The prefent drcumftances fix thtxa deeper iA my 
mind. 

I voted laft feffion, if a particular vote ccKdd be 
difiinguiOted, in unanimity, for an efljibliAiMBK 
of the church of England cenjoiittty with the etbb- 
Kftihent ^idi was made fome yewrs before -fcy aft 
of j)arltament, 6f the ranubi caithoKck^ tn ^tbi 
French conquered counliry of Canada- At fhe 
time <X making this EngUih eoddfiafticd eft^iHCh- 
mcnt, we did not think k neceffary for ks <^«y, 
to deftroy the former Gaffican church fetdetnrait. 
In our firft aft we fettled a government together 
monarchical, or nearly fo. In tfet fyftem, the Ca- 
nadian catholicks Were fcir from bdng (^rrived {tf 
the advantages or cfiflincKons, of any kind, wind 
they enjoyed under their former monarchy. It is 
true, that fome people, and amongft than one emi- 
nent divine, prediifted at that -tiihe, that by tMj 
ftep we fliould lofe our dominions in Amefiea. 
■ ■ He 
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He fcffetold that the pope would fend hit indulg 
cnces thither ; that the CaiuKtians would fall in 
widi France; waoM declare independence, and 
dnw or force our colonies into the fame defign. 
The independence happened according to his pre- 
didion; but in du-e^y the reverie order. AS 
our Englifli protdbnt colcHiies revtdted. They 
j^ed themfelves to France } and it (6 happened. 
that popiSi Canada wis the only {dace whidi pre- 
Arved its fideUty ; the only place in whidk JVtncv 
got'RO footing; the only peopled cokmy wfaich 
now remains to Great Britain. Vain are ^ the 
prognofticks ^en from ideas and pafibns, whidi 
ferrive the fiate of things winch gave ri4e to thefn. 
Whai hft year we gave a popular repreientation 
t6 the iame Canada, by the dttcnae -of the iUfW 
holders, and an ariCboctatick cepreiinitatMn, at ihe 
<S»^oe aftbecrawD, gtetther wa« che-cbaioeof die 
CTown, fior the defticft of the lan<ftohler8, Ssuited 
by a «mfiderfttioH of rcKgion. TSie had no tlread 
far the prot^Mrt chopch, v^AA we "fisttied liiere, 
hecai^ we permitted the French-cdtbc4idcs, in dte 
Btmc^ latitude of l3ie -(fcfcr^tiof), to "he #«e fiib- 
je^. They are good iab^&M, I %ave no ■d»abi ; 
bat I ■wift fiot edlaw that an^ f nench Canadian <ca^ 
tholic^ are better men or bettsr «itiaei» than the 
Irifli <^ lebe iame ccanimiBion. iPnSii^g from >thc 
extremity of the mek, to eke ecWemity ahnoft «f 
theeait; I havebeoncnany ypEU>s<^newimCesiingkito 

the 
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the twelfith) employed in fii[^rting the rights, 
privileges, laws and immunities^ of a very remote, 
people. I have not as yet beea able to fioifli my 
talk. I have flru^ed through much difcourage- 
ment and much oppoiition; miii;^ obloquy;. much 
calumny, for a people with whom I have no tie» 
byt the common bond of mankind. In this I have 
not been left alone. We did not fly from our'un- 
dert:ddi)g, becaufe the people are mahometans or 
pagans,.and that a great majority of the chriftians 
amongfi them are papiib. Some gentlemen in 
Ireland, I dare hy, have good reafons for what 
they may do, which do not occur to me. I do 
not prefume to condemn them; but, thinking and 
a^ing as I have done, towards thefe remote na- 
tions, I ihould not know how to fhew my face, 
here or in Ireland, if I Ihould fey that all the pa^ 
gans, all ^e mufliilmen, and even all the pafnfts 
(fince they muft form the highefl flage in the cli- 
max of evil) are worthy of a. liberal and honour^ 
able'ccmdition, except thole of one of the defcrip- 
tions, which forms the majority of the inhabitants 
of the country in which you and I were bom. If 
fuch are the cathoUcks of Ireland, — ^ill-natured and 
unjuft people, from our own data, may be inclined 
not to think better of the protefiants of a foil, 
which is fuppofed to infufe into its lefts a kind of 
venom unknown in other places. 

Tou hated the old fyikm as early as I did. Tour 
firft 
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firft juvenile lance was broken againft that ^ant. 
I think you were even the 'firft who attacked the 
grim phantom. You have an exceeding good un- 
derftanding, very good humour, and the beft heart 
in the world. The dictates of that temper and 
that heart, as well as the pdicy pointed out by 
that underftanding, led you to abhor the old code. 
You abhorred it, as I did, for its vidouS per^i^ 
tion. For I muft do it juftice : it was a complete 
fyftem, full of coherence and confiftency ; well ifi- 
gefted and well compofed in all its parts. It wag 
a machine of wile and elaborate contrivance ; and 
as well fitted for the oppreflion, impoverifhment, 
and degradation of a people, and the debafement, 
in them, of human nature itfelf, as ever proceeded 
from the perverted ingenuity of man. It is a thing 
humiliating enough, that we are doubtful of the 
eSe6t of the medicines we compound. We are 
fure of our poifons. My opinion ever was (in 
which I heartily agree with thqfe that admired 
the old code) that it was fo conftruAed, that if 
there was once a breach in any effential part of it { 
the ruin of the whole, or nearly of the whole, was, 
at fome time or other, a certainty. For that rea- 
fon I honour, and Ihall for ever honour and love 
you, and tbofe who firft caufed it to ftaggef, crack, 
and gape. — Others may finifli ; the beginners have 
the glory; and, take what part you pleafe at this 
hour, (I think you will take the beft) your firft 
lervices. 
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ftrvices will arret be 6i^;otteii b^ a gritdiil couO' 
try. Adiea ! Pre&nt my beft r^;irdi to thofe I 
fcnov, ttnd as many as I know in oar country, { 
honour. There never was fe miich ^lUtty, or, 
I beliere, virtue, in it. They have a ta& worthy 
vf bocfa. Idosbt not theywiliperfarm.it, for (he 
ftahitity of the dmidx and fiate» and for the uniai 
<Dd the jcporxtion of the peopbs : fcr ihe unioa of 
the honefl: and peaceable cf all fi-As ; for their Ha- 
fBTitiDn irom all that is iHmtentioBed an4 £ifir 
tiaas in any of ihem. 

Bearon^aidy fajnary 3, 1792- 



■rani EW« -OF the mkxh volu-im. 



T. Gillet, Printer, Salisbury •square. 
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